
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         SEPTEMBER 9, 2026   
 
                     
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 7:03pm with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Reverend Lynette Hammond, Christ Temple COGIC, Wilmington, DE followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance. The roll was called and the following were present: 

 
 

Tameka Williams  
Fred Green 

Shy’Quan Davis  
Mayor Stefan Roots  

Portia West (Absent) 
 

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (August 26, 2026) 
was approved.  The following vote was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 

 
 
Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 
Livia Smith says R-117, how many of those individuals are Chester Residents. 
 
J.P. Shirley, Fire Commissioner says one out of the ten is a Chester Resident. 
 

 
OLD BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS 
 
Councilman Green says this Saturday, September 12, the Peace, Love and Unity Festival is finally here.  Bring the 
whole Family out!! (see Attachment #1)  
 
 
 

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Ordinances. 
 
 
BILL NO. 9 
ORD. 9, 2026 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
LAST AND FINAL READING  

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, PROVIDING FOR THE OPENING 
OF A PORTION OF LLOYD STREET, A PREVIOUSLY VACATED CITY STREET, SITUATE GENERALLY BETWEEN THE 
SOUTHERLY SIDE OF WEST SECOND STREET AND THE NORTHERLY SIDE OF WEST FRONT STREET. 
 

On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Davis, Bill No. 9, 2026 was passed on its Last and Final 
Reading.  The following vote was taken: Yeas: Wiliams, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
 

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 



 
 
RESOLUTION - 115 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 

 
That it does hereby authorize the proper City official to prepare a Request for Information for engineering services for 

the 2027 municipal year to be advertised and made available on PennBid. 
  
 On motion of Councilor Williams, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following 
vote was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION - 116 
 
 WHEREAS, Educational Data Systems, Inc. entered into a Lease Agreement with the City of Chester, dated 
November 7, 2002, for the lease of approximately 2,684+/- square feet of space at the premise known as 160 E. 7th Street; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City has agreed to enter into 4 Amendments to the original Lease Agreement, increasing the rentable 
space with the last Amendment ending January 31, 2029; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Educational Data Systems, Inc. has notified the City, due to certain circumstances, Educational Data 
Systems, Inc., will need to reduce the amount of rentable space it currently occupies. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the proper City official to execute Addendum No. 5, to the original Lease Agreement 
between the City of Chester and Educational Data Systems, Inc., for the lease of approximately 2,000 square feet of rentable 
space; on the first floor of 160 East 7th Street, with use of all common areas and all public restrooms, in accordance with the 
terms and conditions as outlined in the Addendum, for the annual amount of Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000.00), for a term 
of five (5) years beginning October 1, 2026 and ending September 30, 2031. 

 
  On motion of Councilor Williams, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following 
vote was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION - 117 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby amend Resolution No. 114-2026 to read as follows: 
 
 That it does hereby approve the following individuals to the position of Fire Cadet, Chester Bureau of Fire, effective 
September 8, 2026, at an hourly rate of $15.00 per hour, on a per diem basis, not to exceed 46.25 hours a week, with no 
benefits: 
 
     Andrew Murphy 
     James Bossong 
     Christopher Robertson 
     Jack Taylor 
     Nikolas Correa 
     Elijah Davis 
     Daire McGivern 
     Kyle Matsinger 
     Frank Colelli, Jr. 
     Tahjon Hobbs 
 



 FURTHER, that the employment of said individuals as Fire Cadets for the City is contingent upon satisfactory 
completion of all training, evaluations and testing required to graduate from the Harrisburg Area Community College (HACC) 
courses that apply to skills required by the Chester Fire Department. 
 
 FURTHER, upon graduation, employment with the City as an Apprentice Firefighter shall be based upon availability. 
 
 FURTHER, if said individuals are employed as Apprentice Firefighters for the City of Chester said individuals are 
required to reside in the City of Chester for the first 3 years of employment.  Any Firefighter not residing in the City of Chester 
must do so within (6) months of their date of hire as a permanent employee and must submit proof of residency to the Human 
Resources Department. 
 
 On motion of Councilor Williams, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following 
vote was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION - 118 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester was awarded $250,000 by the Local Share Account Grant Program administered by 
the PA Commonwealth Finance Authority on March 13, 2025, for construction and engineering costs associated with the Police 
Headquarters Project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on July 8, 2026, the City of Chester authorized the advertisement of a Request for Proposal through 
PennBid for the renovation of the third floor of the Chester Police Station as part of the Police Headquarters Project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on July 27, 2026, the City of Chester advertised RFP No. 2026-002 through PennBid seeking proposals 
from qualified and properly licensed contractors for the renovation of the third floor of the Chester Police Station; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester received four (4) lump-sum proposals by the 10:00a.m. submission deadline on August 
17, 2026; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the proposals were thoroughly reviewed and evaluated in accordance with the requirements of the RFP, 
and LSN CM&E, LLC was determined to be the lowest responsible bidder. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby award the contract for the renovation of the third floor of the Chester Police Station to LSN CM&E, 
LLC, d/b/a “LSN Contractors and Construction Managers”, 8030 Thouron Avenue, 2nd Floor, Philadelphia, PA 19150, in an 
amount not to exceed $134,500.00. 
 
 FURTHER, said contract is contingent upon final review and approval of the City Solicitor. 

 
 On motion of Councilor Williams, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following 
vote was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION - 119 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester maintains a self-insured group health care plan for the benefit of its employees and 
retirees; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on July 8, 2026, as part of the City’s desire to manage and contain current and future costs without 
sacrificing quality, Chester City Council authorized the advertisement of a Request For Proposal (RFP) for Medical and 
Pharmacy Program Administration Services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in response to the RFP, the City received two (2) eligible proposers capable of performing all duties and 
functions detailed with the scope of services. 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 



 
 That it does hereby authorize the proper City official to enter into a 3-year agreement with Meritain pursuant to the 
Proposal submitted, effective January 1, 2027. 
 
 FURTHER, said agreement is contingent upon final review and approval of the City Solicitor. 

 
 On motion of Councilor Williams, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following 
vote was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 Citation Presentation by Councilwoman Tameka Williams to Big Var Water Ice and Walnut Street Deli (see 
Attachments #2 and #3) 
 
 Citation for 9/11 - Mayor Roots (see Attachment #4) 
 
Councilman Green leaves at 7:36p. 
 
 Block Captain Program - Citywide Cleanup – Hailey Gerena (see Attachment #5) 
 
 Trash and Recycling – Melba Rothwell, Recycling Coordinator (see Attachment #6) 
  
 
REPORTS 

NONE 
 
 
 
 

Public Comment 
 
Livia Smith says thanks to Shawn Draughn and his team for cutting the trees (inaudible) in the alley way of the 600 Block of 
E.19th Street.  Shout out to the Grasscutters for Washington Park.  That park looks so presentable.  The only issue is there is a 
dead tree sitting in the middle of the park whose limbs have been falling and I’m afraid that they are going to fall on somebody’s 
child near the playground.   Why are there no benches on Welsh Street for the People waiting to take the bus?  I believe the 
benches should be there to sit down because the buses are not always on time.  R-117…you said they will be in Harrisburg.  Do 
they stay there for the duration and if so, who will pick up the tab? 
 
Mayor Roots says yes and yes.  I would love to see benches at every bus stop.  They may come back. 
 
Michael Lewis says thank you Mayor for helping me to do the work to get into Deshong Park.  Mayor and Council, if you can 
come out and support the City-Wide Cleanup it would be greatly appreciated.  As you all know I plan on running for City Council 
in the near future.  I’ve been learning and going to every meeting possible.  I understand that it’s been advised that you all know 
someone told me to stay out of City Hall as a friend.  I don’t know if they understand my motivations or if they understand my 
purpose.  I am overly invested in this City and I would rather not stop. 
 
Councilwoman Elizabeth Williams (Former) says The Water Authority…when I’m reading about the Water Authority I’m like 
how do other Communities get the power that they are getting over our Water Authority.  Chester Water Authority started back in 
1866.  We’re the First City.  That Water Authority belongs to the City of Chester.  They are trying to take as much as they can 
and only want to give Chester 22%, but we deserve more than that.  October 23 is Chester’s Birthday.  Chester will be 344 years 
old.  I just want to know, are we going to celebrate the City of Chester? 
 
Brown Williams says $15 for the Cadets.  That’s no money to start off with.  That’s a dangerous job.   
 



Mayor Roots says that’s the money they’re going to be paid while they are in training.  When they start their job as a Firefighter, 
they will get Firefighter pay. 
 
Mr. Brown says when are you coming out to put smoke detectors in People’s houses.  Are you’ll going to clean up 6th Street and 
Sproul Street?  Down 3rd  Street, 7th  Street, and up Central Ave is a disgrace.  Who is the Boss?  I don’t see him.  We got a lot of 
work to do around here to have Chester shine again.  People are breaking into People’s cars down by me (6th & Hayes). 
 
S.J. Dennis says I didn’t quite understand R-119.  What was the proposal? 
 
Justin Tibbels, Deputy Chief of Staff says R-119 was for entering into a 3-year agreement with Meritain.  So, they have been the 
City of Chester’s self-insured, but we’ve been contracted with Meritain to do our Medical and Pharmacy Administration. We put 
out an RFP in July to see if we could get a better pricing.  They ended up being the lowest responsible bidder.  So, we’re 
entering into a new contract with them to continue providing the services for the City. 
 
 

 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 
 
Mayor Roots talks about the Pennsylvania Mayor’s Alliance and how it will be forming for Cities in Pennsylvania.  It will 
be to lobby on behalf of Cities to State Government/Federal Government for resources for our Cities.  Chester will be 
one of those Cities.  The first issue that we are going to be addressing is Housing. 
 
Councilwoman Williams says Hailey or Michael could you get with Mr. Brown about his area that needs to be cleaned 
up and show him some love over there.   In regard to our Firefighters, they do a phenomenal job but I do have a 
question…Fire Safety Month is coming and I would be interested in finding out if we have or can get smoke detectors 
for our Residents that may need them?   
 
J.P. Shirley, Fire Commissioner says October is Fire Safety Month.  As far as smoke detectors go, we get grants to purchase 
smoke detectors and we do have a stock of them.  Additionally, smoke detectors can also be obtained through the Red Cross.  If 
anyone is interested in receiving smoke detectors you can contact Fire Headquarters, M-F from 9a-5p.  We have a Fire 
Prevention Officer who will go out and install the smoke detectors for you.  Or you can go on the City’s website and go on the 
Fire Departments page.  There is a link that’s for smoke detectors.  You fill out the form.  It will get sent to the Red Cross.  Red 
Cross then reaches out to us and they will actually provide us with that smoke detector and we will come out and install them. 
 
Councilman Davis says I’m encouraging everybody to attend the Peace, Love and Unity Festival on Saturday.  I’m 
encouraging everyone to go down to Memorial Park on Saturday.  The Chester Panthers 13U will be playing the No. 1 
National Rank 13U Team in the Nation as our season opener.  I unfortunately will not be here.  I will be out of town for 
the Funeral of my Aunt.   
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 8:16pm. 
  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
SEPTEMBER 9, 2026     Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


