
 
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         AUGUST 26, 2026   
 
                     
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:03am with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Reverend Hilda Campbell, City of Chester Police Chaplain followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. The roll was called and the following were present: 

 
 

Tameka Williams  
Fred Green 
 Portia West  

Shy’Quan Davis  
Mayor Stefan Roots  

 
On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (August 12, 2026) 

was approved.  The following vote was taken: Yeas:  Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 
 
 
Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 
Livia Smith says Resolution 111, what is the meaning of that particular item.   
 
Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says 111 is to extend a Contract with EJM Advisory.  They are a consultant that has been 

used by the Police Department for the last year.  This is an extension of that contract for the next year.  Part of their proposal 
basically involves doing thorough analysis of the staffing levels (ex. scheduling point of view).  It’s $12,000.00 a year. 

 
Ms. Smith says 113.  Can you tell me for what project change order this is for? 
 
Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says it’s for the Public Works Building. 
 
 

 
OLD BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS 
 
 Councilwoman West says I’d like to thank all the Churches here in Chester, the Boys & Girls Club and other 
Organizations who sponsored the Summer Programs like Vacation Bible School and other activities during the Summer.  The 
City sponsored Block Parties.  There was plenty to do this Summer.    

 
Councilwoman Williams says we had some back to school give aways over the weekend and Chester showed up 

and showed out!  Can we give everyone a hand!  Shot out to the Mayor with his Summer Safe Kickoff!  
 
Councilman Green says I’m sure many of you heard the Nolan Wells story.  I had the honor of going down there 

(Mississippi) with the Family this past week.  We did the service on his birthday.  They was so appreciative that I came all the 
way from Chester.   
 

Councilman Davis says I know school started for some this week.  I’m looking forward to the kids going back to 
school.  I know we had a wonderful event this Saturday at Memorial Park.  Just continue to encourage Everybody to continue to 
uplift our kids. 

 



 Mayor Roots says since we are coming to the end of Summer, unofficially I always say September 1st is the unofficial 
end of Summer.  Our Summer Food Program was super successful this year. Thanks Parks & Rec.  Our Pool was popping.  We 
added some new activities for Adults to take swim lessons.  The work that was done on the 7th Street Courts with all the murals 
that our local Artist put down there.  The resurfacing of the courts and the brand-new soccer pitch.  The Summer Fun 
Days/Sunday Fun days that the Delaware County District Attorney Office does once month in September and October.  The 
Mayor used to have a Special Assistant.  I don’t have one anymore.  He’s been promoted as of Monday, this week to Deputy 
Chief of Staff.  Everybody congratulate Justin Tibblels.  (The Mayor recognizes Sheriff Saddiq Kamara (Delaware County)). 
 
Sheriff Kamara talks about his background and how he became Sheriff. 
 
 
 The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 

 
 
RESOLUTION - 105 
 
 WHEREAS, the following individual has requested a handicap parking zone: 
 

1. Annette Hepburn, 501A East 22nd Street 
 
 WHEREAS, after a thorough investigation by the Department of Public Works, it has been determined the 
aforementioned individual has met all of the required criteria and have a need for said handicap parking zone. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
That it does hereby authorize the proper City officials to install a handicap parking zone in the 500 Block of East 22nd 

Street in the City of Chester. 
  
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION - 106 
 
 That it does hereby authorize promotional testing to be given to all eligible candidates to fill two (2) Corporal/Detective 
positions in the Chester Police Department. 

 
  On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION - 107 
 
 That it does hereby grant permission and authorize the issuance of a road opening permit to Chester Water Authority for 
a water main renewal project, at the following specified location(s), within the City of Chester, in accordance with the documents 
on file in the City’s Public Works’ Office: 
 

1. Walnut Street between 9th Street and 12th Street 
2. Yarnall Street between 3rd Street and 6th Street; and 
3. Jeffrey Street between 2nd Street and 9th Street 

 
FURTHER, said permit is contingent upon Chester Water Authority’s compliance with all the conditions outlined by the 

City Engineer and performed in a manner that is satisfactory to City Council, specifically the following: 
 

1. Restoration of all openings is complete and matches the existing surface material (i.e. concrete, asphalt, grass, 
etc.). 

 



2. Roadway trench restoration shall be left to settle for a minimum of 60-day prior to resurfacing.  In accordance with 
Ordinance 2024-8, roadways within the limits of work are to be resurfaced from curb to curb.  All roadway striping 
shall be replaced after resurfacing is complete (i.e. crosswalks, stop bars, centerline and fog line striping, etc.).  A 
project walk-thru with the City representative is required to determine the final limits of repaving and restoration 
work. 

 

3. Chester Water Authority and/or its contractor will provide appropriate traffic control measures to ensure continual 
operation of City Streets. 

 

4. Chester Water Authority obtains all required Road Opening Permits from the City as well as any other required 
permits. 

  
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION - 108 
 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution dated June 22, 1995, the City Council of the City of Chester authorized the dissolution of the 
Chester Redevelopment Authority; and 
 
 WHEREAS, upon dissolution of the Chester Redevelopment Authority, control of all real property titled to Chester 
Redevelopment Authority passed to the City of Chester; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester desires to return the following real property to productive use: 
 
   Parcel #156 – 1515-1517 W.10th Street 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the transfer of Parcel #156 – 1515-1517 W. 10th Street to the new Redevelopment Authority 
of the City of Chester for use as a rear yard. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION - 109 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester was awarded Transportation Alternatives Set Aside (TASA) funds to complete 
improvements and construct a shared use path on Norris Street from the Delaware River to West 2nd Street; and 
 
 WHEREAS, funding from the TASA grant is budgeted for construction inspection services; 
 
 WHEREAS, PennDot has selected Traffic Planning and Design, Inc. (Consultant) to carry out the scope of work required 
in connection with inspection of the Project on its behalf; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Consultant has agreed to provide such services in an amount not to exceed $158,216.79; and 
 
 WHEREAS, PennDot has provided the City of Chester with a Project Specific Agreement for construction inspection and 
documentation services to be carried out by the Consultant under the direction of PennDOT’s Inspector-in Charge. 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 

1. The Project Specific Agreement between the City of Chester and Traffic Planning and Design, Inc. is hereby 
approved. 



 
2. All work and services covered by this Agreement shall be completed within twelve (12) calendar months from the 

date of the Notice to Proceed to be issued by the City of Chester. 
 

 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION - 110 
 
 WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania authorized award of Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program 
(RACP) grants in the total amount of $9,500,000.00 to the Chester Economic Development Authority as Grantee on behalf of 
Keystone Sports and Entertainment, LLC and Union Sportsplex, LLC for the development of the Philadelphia Union Sportsplex 
Project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has authorized award of an additional $3,500,000.00 in RACP funding 
for the Project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, one of the Special Conditions of the RACP Combined Project Management Plan requires an executed 
Cooperation Agreement between the City, as the Host Municipality, and the Sub-Grantees, Keystone Sports and Entertainment 
LLC and Union Sportsplex LLC, which obligates the City to reimburse the Commonwealth for any RACP grant reimbursements 
that may later be determined to have been ineligible expenses for the Project; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the City desires to amend the current Cooperation Agreement between the City and the Sub-Grantees dated 
February 10, 2025, to reflect the additional RACP funds being provided; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 

1. That Amendment No. 1 to the Cooperation Agreement by and between the City of Chester and the Sub-Grantees, 
which reflects the total amount of $13,000,000.00 in RACP funding awarded for the Project, is hereby approved. 

 
2. That the Mayor and/or his designee is hereby authorized to execute Amendment No. 1 to the Agreement and to 

take such steps as may be necessary to implement the intent of this Resolution. 
 

 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION – 111 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Chester entered into an agreement with EJM Advisory Firm, LLC, to provide ongoing analysis of 
the Chester Police Department Operations and Ad hoc Advisory Services for a 12-month period; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it has been determined there is a need to extend the current agreement. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby extend the services of EJM Advisory Firm, LLC, to provide ongoing analysis of the Chester Police 
Department Operations & Ad hoc Advisory Services, for an additional 12-month period, for an annual amount of $12,000.00. 
 
 FURTHER, that it does hereby authorize the proper City official to execute any documents necessary for the engagement 
of services for an on behalf of the City. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION – 112 
 



 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the proper City official to enter into an agreement with MG Engineering Associates, LLC, 
for professional engineering services and to coordinate with PennDot for the 9th Street School Zone and Traffic Calming project, 
along 9th Street between Fulton Street and Sproul Street, at a cost not to exceed $11,800.00. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION – 113 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester awarded New Road Construction Management, Inc. the Construction Management 
Professional Services Contract for the New Public Works Facility, ARPA Project #27, on June 25, 2025, not to exceed $272,000. 
 
 WHEREAS, Change Order #1 was received by New Road Construction Management in the amount of $75,000.00 for 
an additional three months (August, September, October 2026) of Construction Management Professional Services. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby approve Change Order #1 received by New Road Construction Management, Inc. in an amount not 
to exceed $75,000.00 for an additional three months (August, September, October 2026) of Construction Management 
Professional Services. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION – 114 
   
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby approve the following individuals to the position of Fire Cadet, Chester Bureau of Fire, effective 
September 8, 2026, at an hourly rate of $15.00 per hour, on a per diem basis, not to exceed 40 hours a week, with no benefits: 
 
     Andrew Murphy 
     James Bossong 
     Christopher Robertson 
     Jack Taylor 
     Nikolas Correa 
     Elijah Davis 
     Daire McGivern 
     Dominic Carrozza 
     Kyle Matsinger 
     Frank Colelli, Jr. 
 
 FURTHER, that the employment of said individuals as Fire Cadets for the City is contingent upon satisfactory completion 
of all training, evaluations and testing required to graduate from the Harrisburg Area Community College (HACC) courses that 
apply to skills required by the Chester Fire Department. 
 
 FURTHER, upon graduation, employment with the City as an Apprentice Firefighter shall be based upon availability. 
 
 FURTHER, if said individuals are employed as Apprentice Firefighters for the City of Chester said individuals are required 
to reside in the City of Chester for the first 3 years of employment.  Any Firefighter not residing in the City of Chester must do so 
within (6) months of their date of hire as a permanent employee and must submit proof of residency to the Human Resources 
Department. 
 



On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
 
REPORTS 

NONE 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 Citation Presentation by Councilwoman Tameka Williams to Bishop Willard E. Shelley, 3rd and Bishop Leonard 
Carroll  
 
 
 

Public Comment 
 
Ricketta Robinson says how can you’ll get in touch with the People that own the property to cut their grass. 
 
Mayor Roots says give the address to L&I. 
 
Ms. Robinson says People are flying pass the light by the 10 hundred block of Chestnut Street.  Something needs to be done 
about that. 
 
Brown Williams says by my house weeds are high (2628).  I haven’t seen an inspector down there.  You go around a lot of 
places and you see mattresses up there by the Park and dog s@%t up there every morning.  Should be a law about that.  How 
many kids got shot in the last two weeks in Chester?  No one mentioned it.   
 
S.J. Dennis says clarification on R-112.  Does that mean that we may finally get the school lights for the two schools on 9th  Street? 
 
Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says Ms. Dennis, I can talk to you after the meeting. 
 
Ms. Dennis says for the first time I saw the little, small truck come pick up the recycling.  I hope that was just the beginning and 
that they will continue to do so. 
 
Livia Smith says Trees….trash trucks can’t get through the alley way clearly in the 900 Block of E. 18th Street.  As of today, those 
trees have not been cut back.  When I looked at this Proposed Budget once upon a time…In 1995, the State designated Chester 
as a Financially Distressed Municipality.  In 2020, the Fiscal Emergency occurred.  In 2022, it was declared bankruptcy.  When I 
look at your Budget and as you prepare for your 2027 Budget, I looked at the different percentages that was given at that time and 
23% of your Budget is Host Fees.   Looking at the timeline one of your host agreements expire in December of 2026, which is this 
year.  How are you going to make up for that deficit?  Also, I noticed that the money that you receive from ARPA also ends in 2026.  
How will you make up for that loss?   
 
Gilda Colder says I got a letter from the Keystone Collections Agency.  It says that I owed earned income delinquency.  I want to 
know why because I’ve been retired since 2008 and this is from 2024. 
 
Mayor Roots says you can talk to Rich Troutman. 
 
Susan Harmon says if all of you were at the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. March on Washington D.C. this Thursday/Friday, what 
would your one wish be on how your presence would benefit all the People of Chester City? 
 
Councilwoman Williams says he had a dream.  We have a dream too! 
 
Amin Abdul Salim says one time our Iman said there’s only 9 people here.  “It’s not a big (inaudible)”.  We speak the truth and it 
is the truth (inaudible) if it’s only nine people here.  If I see the Reverend…they come and they go.  (Inaudible). God said anything 
that God create or make the Devil make a plan like to him.  (Inaudible) in the Books it said anything God creates for his worshippers 
the Devil plan (inaudible).  So, we want to be careful of that.  We want to get with what our Lord has created.  Don’t be a fool if you 



will about this material world.  God said it is a temporary thing.  We are influenced by them with that temporary thing.   So, we want 
to go to the (inaudible) of our Lord. 
 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 
 
Mayor Roots says I encourage you to pick up one of these (Attachment #1). 
 
Councilwoman Williams says the Police Department…I’ve seen community engagement with our Youth.  Thank you for your 
leadership Commissioner Blackwell.  It is very much appreciated.  Fire Department…I have seen them carry babies from burning 
buildings and I don’t know how they mentally still operate through that grief and pain.  I appreciate you’ll on high levels because I 
could not or even do what you do.  So, thank you very much to our Fire Department.  The Ambulance Service is doing a 
phenomenal job in our Community. 
 
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:03am. 
  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
AUGUST 26, 2026      Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


