
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         JULY 22, 2026   
 
                     
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:06am with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Chaplain Geraldine Caldwell, Chester Police Chaplain, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
The roll was called and the following were present: 

 
 

Tameka Williams  
Fred Green 
 Portia West  

Shy’Quan Davis  
Mayor Stefan Roots  

 
On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (July 8, 2026) was 

approved.  The following vote was taken: Yeas:  Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 
 
 
Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 
Livia Smith says Ordinance B-8, is there something in that particular Ordinance Section that talks about 

regular recyclable trash cans to make sure that they separate the trash from the recyclables.  
 
Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says this is for a DEP Recycling Grant. When DEP reviewed our Ordinance there was a 

section that wasn’t included in the original City’s Recycling Ordinance that said that we are recycling at City sponsored events.  
This adds the language to the existing Recycling Ordinance. 

 
 

 
OLD BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS 
 
Councilman Green says we did have a Community Economic Development Committee Meeting on Monday and City 
Staff is working diligently to improve our Ordinances (ex. Zoning…Housing) and L& I Ordinances (TBD). 
 
Mayor Roots says we had an Executive Session on July 20 regarding Legal and Personnel Matters.  In June this Council 
approved the lease of the what was the golf house or the place where the golf supplies were stored in Eyre Park.  The 
lease has been executed as of yesterday.  It will ultimately be Chester’s Environmental Center.  (See Attachment #1 *A).  
The Chester City Connect App is something that you should download.  It will notify you of all the events that are going 
on in the City without you asking and you can submit requests to us (ex. Abandoned cars, high weeds and grass, etc.)  
How do you like the paved Streets on the Avenue of the States (a round of applause was given) down to the section 
where the dip was on Welsh Street in front of the Chester Water Authority.  (The Mayor holds up the new Ordinance 
Book) Thank you to Candice Newsome, City Clerk and Janell Brown, Paralegal for the New Ordinance Book. 
 
 
 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Ordinances. 
 
 
BILL NO. 7 
ORD. __, 2026 



 
AN ORDINANCE 
FIRST READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, TO APPROVE, ADOPT AND 
ENACT THE RECODIFICATION OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, 1978, AS SUPPLEMENTED 
AND AMENDED, TO REPEAL CERTAIN LEGISLATION NOT INCLUDED THEREIN; TO SAVE FROM REPEAL CERTAIN 
OTHER LEGISLATION NOT INCLUDED THEREIN; AND TO PROVIDE PENALTIES FOR TAMPERING WITH THE CODE. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 7, 2026 was passed on its First Reading.  The 
following vote was taken: Yeas: Wiliams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
BILL NO. 8 
ORD. __, 2026 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
FIRST READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING SECTION 926.02 
ENTITLED “DEFINITIONS” AND AMEND SECTION 926.04 ENTITLED “SEPARATION AND COLLECTION” OF ARTICLE 
926 ENTITLED “RECYCLING” OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, 1978, AS SUPPLEMENTED 
AND AMENDED, TO REQUIRE THE PROVISION OF RECYCLING CONTAINERS AND THE SEPARATE COLLECTION OF 
RECYCLABLE MATERIALS AT CITY-SPONSORED EVENTS; AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF 
ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT THEREWITH. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 8, 2026 was passed on its First Reading.  The 
following vote was taken: Yeas: Wiliams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize testing to be given by the Civil Service Board to all eligible candidates for the position of 
Patrol Officer in the Chester Police Department. 
 

FURTHER, that it does hereby authorize the proper City official to advertise for testing to establish a civil service list for 
the position. 
  
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, on November 12, 2025, Chester City Council ratified the engagement of MG Engineering Associates, 
LLC, to provide environmental consulting and field oversight services, for the construction of a new Public Words Facility (ARPA 
Project #27), in the amount of $24,250.00; and  
 
 WHEREAS, on January 14, 2026, Chester City Council approved Supplemental #1 and the amendment to the MG 
Engineering Associates, LLC engagement for additional environmental consulting and field oversight services for the continued 
construction of a new Public Works Facility in the amount of $20,000.00, increasing the total contract value to $44,250.00; and  
 



 WHEREAS, July 1, 2026, the City of Chester received Supplemental #2 quote from MG Engineering Services, LLC in 
the amount of $13,472.00 for additional environmental consulting and field oversight services necessary to address unforeseen 
environmental conditions encountered during the continues construction of the new Public Works Facility. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby approve Supplemental #2 proposal from MG Engineering Associates, LLC, in the amount of 
$13,472.00, for any additional unforeseen environmental areas of concern, which include, but are not limited to, the investigation, 
monitoring, and management of underground storage tanks, seepage pits, contaminated materials, or other significant 
environmental conditions that may be encountered during construction, increasing the total contract value to $57,722.00. 
 
 FURTHER, it does hereby authorize the Chief of Staff to execute the supplemental proposal, for and on behalf of the 
City of Chester. 

 
  On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, Chester City Council accepted the quote from S.J. Thomas Company, Inc., for the Chester Police Station 
Repairs and Upgrades Project, American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Project #36, in the total amount of $210,776.23 for the Roof 
Replacement; and 
 

WHEREAS, Change Order Number 1 in the amount of $2,516.61 for roof insulation replacement was approved by 
Chester City Council on May 27, 2026, increasing the contract value to $213,292.84 and that all work performed pursuant to said 
Change Order shall be in accordance with the specifications and to the satisfaction of the City; and 
 
 WHEREAS, an additional $2,004.50 was quoted from S.J. Thomas Company, Inc. for additional permit fees.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby approve Change Order Number 2 from S.J. Thomas Company, Inc., in the amount of $2,004.50 for 
the additional permit fees increasing the total contract value to $215,297.34. 
 
 FURTHER, it does hereby authorize the Mayor to execute Change Order Number 2, for and on behalf of the City of 
Chester. 
  
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby approve entering into an agreement with the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission, 
(DVRPC) to accept grant funds, with no local match, in the amount of Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000.00), for Project #27-53-
306, for the Region-wide Transportation Geographic Information Systems for the City of Chester as part of DVRPC’s fiscal year 
2027 Unified Planning Work Program, effective July 1, 2026 with a work completion date of no later June 30, 2027. 
 
 FURTHER, that it does hereby authorize the Mayor to execute the agreement for and on behalf of the City of Chester. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 



 WHEREAS, on February 11, 2026, the Council of the City of Chester approved Resolution 19 – 2026, to hire e-Collect 
as its ACT 511 tax collector; and 
 
 WHEREAS, by Ordinance the City of Chester enacted Article 319, entitled Amusement Tax, pursuant to the Local Tax 
Enabling Act, 53 P.S. § 6901 et. Seq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, there is a desire to engage e-Collect PA, LLC, to collect the aforementioned taxes levied by the City of 
Chester. 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the Chief of Staff to execute the necessary documents to engage e-Collect PA, LLC, to 
collect current and delinquent amusement taxes levied by the City of Chester. 
 
 FURTHER, said engagement is contingent upon final review and approval of the City Solicitor. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
 
REPORTS 

Crystal Burrell, Parks & Recreation Coordinator – (See Attachment #1 *B & *C). 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 NONE 
 
 
Councilwoman West left at 10:39a.m. 
 

Public Comment 
 
Alton Loper says cars parking with all four wheels on the sidewalk on 9th Street.  Something should be done to prevent people 
from walking into the street. 
 
Councilman Green says if a Resident does see a car parked on the sidewalk is there someone they can call or a department 
they can call and report it to so they can come out and issue a ticket or citation. 
 
Mayor Roots says the only enforceable tickets that we have are issued by the Police Department. 
 
S.J. Dennis says recycling is pitiful and I don’t know how we’re going to get our tonnage.  An update on the Military Plaques that 
are supposed to be up are we…are the poles being fitted yet?   
 
Mayor Roots says Hometown Heroes…you can speak to Councilman Davis after the meeting. 
 
Ms. Dennis says do we have an update on the Banneker.  Are we going to get anything else done with Welsh Street? 
 
Livia Smith says what is the status of the 6th Street Bridge.  When is that going to be rehabilitated?  I have students here that 
are learning about City Government 101 from the Chester Water Authority.  They are also learning about water and how 
important water is to our environment. 
 
Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says it’s a PennDOT Project.  I will get a status of it. 
 
Susan Harmon says thank you Mayor and Council for the excellent job you have been doing all year.  Today is (inaudible) 
month…a day of mourning.  So, we think of tragedies.  In Chester we had three tragedies.  The three young men…Womack, 
Atkinson and Ellison who all died.  We know about two of them being hit by the Amtrak Train.  I think as a fitting token to observe 
them we need to establish the Womack, Atkinson, Ellison Spiderman International Children’s Museum up at DeShong Park. 



 
Brown Williams says there’s a lot of things going in this City and I definitely don’t like it.  I come here again because you’ll have 
yet to come to my house when they killed my Grandson.  You’ll never put it on the news or in the paper.  I would like to know 
when you’ll are going to put in the paper?  The Boy next door to me has a bunch of cats and he is feeding them on the porch.  
I’m tired of the green flies coming in my house.  Can’t you’ll do something?  How many cats is he allowed?  Across the street at 
2628 the yard is as tall as the house.  Some of the windows are nailed up and cats are all in that house.  Who is the boss over 
the Streets?  If you go down there by Dr. Miller’s the bush is growing out into the street.  The sewers need to be cleaned up.  
There’s a lot that needs to be done around here.  On 5th & Lloyd that bridge has been out for 30 years.  There’s no way that 
bridge shouldn’t be up by now.  On 16th Street the tree is falling in the middle of the street. 
 
Amin Abdul Salim says this is the day of irritation and congregation.  God said we are going to come together.  (Inaudible) 
global community.  This is what we are now.  All these things that we are doing they are going to be out of here.  God also said 
gradually to strengthen the heart.  We have to do these things gradually with the faith (inaudible) to be dealt with out of here.  
When I was here the last time we were saying some things that was going this way and was (inaudible) on us and those who are 
not going in the right direction.  Today we are hearing some things from last week.  We want to keep these things going like 
this…universal brotherhood.  We all want to be on the same level.  
 
 

 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 
 

NONE 
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:02am. 
  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
JULY 22, 2026      Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


