
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         JULY 8, 2026   
 
                     
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:04am with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Pastor AJ Collier, Refreshing Presence Ministries, Chester PA followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. The roll was called and the following were present: 

 
 

Tameka Williams  
Fred Green 
 Portia West  

Mayor Stefan Roots  
Shy’Quan Davis (Absent) 

 
On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (June 24, 2026) was 

approved.  The following vote was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 
 
 
Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 
Livia Smith says just for clarification R-89..it says, “terminating the Chester Parking Authority”.  Are you’ll bringing it 

back?  Or it can be terminating/terminated? 
 
Ken Schuster, City Solicitor says we are reinstating the Parking Authority which had been terminated but not dissolved. 
 

 
OLD BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS 
 
Mayor Roots says the City Pool…a special thanks to the People who helped get that Pool open.  (Mayor Roots 
recognizes G’Quan Wesley for getting certified for Pool Operations and getting us open on time).  An Anonymous 
Donor donated 30 Family Memberships for the Pool.  They will go to six (6) Organizations throughout the City who 
serve Families.  We will be getting splash pads/sprinkler parks at three or four locations (Highland Gardens, Pulaski 
Playground, Sun Village Pavillion).  (See Attachment #1 *A and *B).  The Major League Baseball Games is coming to 
Philadelphia this weekend.  On Friday, there will be a HBCU All Star Baseball Game and I was gifted through the US 
Conference of Mayors 50 free tickets for folks to attend. 
 
 
 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Ordinances. 
 
 
BILL NO. 6 
ORD. 6, 2026 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
LAST AND FINAL READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING ARTICLE 149, 
ENTITLED “CODE OF ETHICS” OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA, 1978, AS 
SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED, TO AMEND SECTION 1 ENTITLED, “LEGISLATIVE INTENT” BY ADDING 



SUBSECTION C AND REPLACE SUBSECTION D AND ADD NEW SUBSECTION E; TO AMEND SECTION 2 ENTITLED, 
“DEFINITIONS”; TO AMEND SECTION 3, ENTITLED “CONFLICT OF INTEREST” BY ADDING NEW SUBSECTION C, NEW 
SUBSECTION E(2) AND NEW SUBSECTION E(3); TO AMEND SECTION 13, ENTITLED “BOARD OF ETHICS AND 
ISSUANCE OF ADVISORY OPINIONS’’ BY AMENDING SUBSECTION B; AND AMEND SECTION 18, ENTITLTLED 
“SECONDARY EMPLOYMENT”; AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT 
THEREWITH. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 6, 2026 was passed on its Last and Final 
Reading.  The following vote was taken: Yeas: Wiliams, Green, West, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester was awarded $250,000 by the Local Share Account Grant Program administered by 
the PA Commonwealth Finance Authority on March 13, 2025, for construction and engineering costs associated with the Police 
Headquarters Project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester received a quote for construction administration related professional services for the 
Police Headquarters Project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a quote was received from MG Engineering Associates, LLC, for a total amount of $20,400.00. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby accept the quote received from MG Engineering Associates, LLC, for construction administration 
services for the Police Headquarters Project, in an amount not to exceed $20,400.00, for the duration of the project. 
 

FURTHER, it does authorize the proper City official to execute the necessary documents to proceed with the project. 
  
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the proper City official to prepare a Request for Proposal/Request for Quote bid packet to 
be advertised on Penn Bid for general construction for the Police Headquarters Project, which shall be funded through the Local 
Share Account Grant Program administered by the PA Commonwealth Finance Authority in the amount of $250,000 which is to 
be used for construction and engineering costs associated with the Police Headquarters Project. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the proper City official to prepare and submit the necessary documents for the sale of 
One (1) 1999/2013 E-One Cyclone II Quint Fire Apparatus, to be sold upon delivery of the 2026 Pierce Ladder Apparatus; and 
the sale of One (1) 2009 Pierce Arrow XT Fire Apparatus, upon completion of the 30-day auction window, with both items to be 
listed with Garage Fire Apparatus, and both to be sold to the highest responsible bidder. 
  



 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Chester authorized entering into an agreement with David Blackmore and 
Associates, Inc., on November 12, 2025, for construction testing professional services for the new Public Works Facility, ARPA 
Project #27, at a total contract value of $29,273.84; and  
 
 WHEREAS, change order COR-0001 was submitted by David Blackmore and Associates, Inc., for additional 
construction testing in the amount of $25,704.56.  
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby approve Change Order COR-0001 submitted by David Blackmore and Associates, Inc., for 
additional construction testing professional services, in the amount not to exceed $25,704.56, thereby increasing the contract 
value to a total of $54,978.40. 

 
  On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, on April 8, 2026, Chester City Council enacted new Article 149 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of 
Chester, to establish a Code of Ethics which requires the installation of a Board of Ethics; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Board shall consist of three (3) members; two (2) of the Board Members must be Chester residents or 
taxpayers; and one (1) of the Board Members may be a non-Chester resident; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the initial members of the Board shall be appointed to the following terms of office: one member shall be 
appointed for a term of three (3) years; one member shall be appointed for a term of two (2) years; one member shall be 
appointed for a one (1) year term.  Thereafter, all members shall be appointed for terms of three (3) years, except that members 
shall continue to serve their successors are appointed and qualified. 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby appoint the following individuals as board members to the Chester City Board of Ethics, with the 
listed terms: 
 
   Name      Term of Office 
   Siddiq Kamara     July 8, 2029 
   Tracie Burns     July 8, 2028 
   TBD      July 8, 2027 
  
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, on November 13, 2024, the Chester City Council approved Resolution No. 116-2024, terminating the 
Chester Parking Authority due to the inactivity of the Authority; and 
  
 WHEREAS, there is a desire to resuscitate the Chester Parking Authority. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 



That it does hereby rescind Resolution No. 116-2024 in its entirety, authorizing the termination of the Chester Parking 
Authority and it does resuscitate the Chester Parking Authority, appointing the following to sit as the Board for the Chester 
Parking Authority: 

 
1. Chief of Staff 
2. Chief Financial Officer 
3. Police Commissioner 
4. Public Works Director 
5. TBD 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester was awarded a grant from Delaware County Interactive Gaming Revenue Authority 
(DCIGRA), in the amount of $50,000, for the Mayor’s Safe Summer Block Party Series; and 
 
 WHEREAS, DCIGRA receives Local Share funds pursuant to 4 Pa C.S.A. Section 13B53, to utilize the funds to 
provide grants for economic development, municipal police and emergency services and other purposes for public interest.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 

That it does hereby approve acceptance of a grant in the amount of $50,000 from the Delaware County Interactive 
Gaming Revenue Authority, for the Mayor’s Safe Summer Block Party Series, entailing 12 neighborhood block parties across 
Chester – 6 on Wednesday evenings and 6 on Saturday afternoons – as well as an end-of-summer celebration. 
 
 FURTHER, it does authorize the proper City official to execute the necessary grant documents for and on behalf of the 
City of Chester. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 

That it does hereby ratify the issuance of a Request for Proposal (RFP), by the proper City official, for Medical and 
Pharmacy Program Administration Services.  The City is seeking a partner who will provide comprehensive and competitively 
priced Medical and Pharmacy Program services, to manage and contain current and future costs without sacrificing quality. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
 
Mayor Roots says we met in an Executive Session on Legal and Personnel matters on Monday, July 6. 
 
 
REPORTS 

NONE 
 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
 Councilwoman Tameka Williams  
  Recognition of Appreciation for Volunteer of the Year – Bonita Taylor (See Attachment #2) 
  Recognition of Outstanding Community Service – Tiffany Kea (See Attachment #3) 



  Citation for Recognizing the Chester Block Captain Program (See Attachment #4) 
   
 
 
 

Public Comment 
 
Karla Beaver says who is responsible for cleaning up the bus stop at 9th & Butler.   When are you’ll going to start ticketing the 
cars that are still parking on sidewalks?  The trash people couldn’t get down the alley way behind the 900 Block of Butler due to 
a wire behind 906 Butler. 
 
Mayor Roots says Andrew for trash and Commissioner Blackwell for our plan for cars off sidewalks. 
 
Ricketta Robinson says I was cited $50 for vines I do not have.  I got pictures of the empty lot across the street from me.  I 
don’t know who owns it but they need to get over there and cut that grass.  I have neighbors and the house on the corner where I 
used to catch the bus on the side is nothing but weeds, trees and everything.  But they’re going to citate me for $50 that I didn’t 
even have vines in my yard and I don’t think that’s fair.   
 
Mayor Roots says you can talk to the L&I Department to get your issue settled. 
 
Susan Dennis says thank you Mr. Hayman for taking care of the foliage over by Stinson Towers.  Is the Stinson Towers and 
Palmerhouse under the Housing Authority or are they privately owned?  They are having some issues over there and I think 
someone should meet with those Tenants about their issues.  Trash…they are still comingling. 
 

 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 

NONE 
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:14am. 
  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
JULY 8, 2026      Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


