
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         JUNE 24, 2026   
 
                     
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:02am with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Minister Marquise Bailey, Open Door Mission True Light Church, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. The roll was called and the following were present: 

 
 

Tameka Williams  
Fred Green 
 Portia West  

Shy’Quan Davis  
Mayor Stefan Roots  

 
On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (June 10, 2026) was 

approved.  The following vote was taken: Yeas:  Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 
 
 
Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 

 
OLD BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS 
 
Mayor Roots says a monumental event occurred two weekends ago, the Sister Signing Ceremony between the City of 
Chester and Kokumbo.  (See Attachment #1 *A & *B). 
 
 
 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Ordinances. 
 
 
BILL NO. 6 
ORD. __, 2026 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
FIRST READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING ARTICLE 149, 
ENTITLED “CODE OF ETHICS” OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA, 1978, AS 
SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED, TO AMEND SECTION 1 ENTITLED, “LEGISLATIVE INTENT” BY ADDING 
SUBSECTION C AND REPLACE SUBSECTION D AND ADD NEW SUBSECTION E; TO AMEND SECTION 2 ENTITLED, 
“DEFINITIONS”; TO AMEND SECTION 3, ENTITLED “CONFLICT OF INTEREST” BY ADDING NEW SUBSECTION C, NEW 
SUBSECTION E(2) AND NEW SUBSECTION E(3); TO AMEND SECTION 13, ENTITLED “BOARD OF ETHICS AND 
ISSUANCE OF ADVISORY OPINIONS’’ BY AMENDING SUBSECTION B; AND AMEND SECTION 18, ENTITLTLED 
“SECONDARY EMPLOYMENT”; AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT 
THEREWITH. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 6, 2026 was passed on its First Reading.  The 
following vote was taken: Yeas: Wiliams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby ratify the appointment of the following individuals to the position of Patrol Officer, Chester Police 
Department, effective June 16, 2026, with a one (1) year probationary period, on a full-time basis, with all benefits applicable 
thereto, at the salary range provided in the Annual Appropriation Ordinance. 
 

1. Shepard A. Garner 
2. Lamont Redd 
3. Luca Rizzi 

 
FURTHER, said Patrol Officer is required to reside within fifty (50) miles of Chester City Hall. 

  



 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby ratify the appointment of Jonathan Keeney to the position of Patrol Officer, Chester Police 
Department, effective June 22, 2026, with a one (1) year probationary period, on a full-time basis, with all benefits applicable 
thereto, at the salary range provided in the Annual Appropriation Ordinance. 
 
 FURTHER, said Patrol Officer is required to reside within fifty (50) miles of Chester City Hall. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.     
 
Swearing – In of Patrol Officers Garner, Redd, Rizzi and Keeney 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby ratify the appointment of the following individuals as per-diem Police Cadets, Chester Police 
Department, effective June 16, 2026, at an hourly rate of fifteen dollars ($15.00) per hour, 5 days per week, not to exceed 8 
hours per day, with no benefits: 
 

1. Dimitrius Carnegie 
2. Brian Dillard 
3. Justin Rivers 

 
FURTHER, said Police Cadets shall attend the Delaware County Community College Academy, no later than July 7, 

2026, at an hourly rate of fifteen dollars ($15.00) per hour, 6 days per week, with no benefits, to receive the required police 
certification and successfully complete all other pre-employment requirements. 
  
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Chester authorized entering into a contract with Davis Construction on July 23, 
2025, as the general contractor for the construction of a new Public Works Facility, ARPA Project #27, at a total contract value of 
$4,825,353.00; and  
 
 WHEREAS, change order COR-0001 in the amount of $83,014.00 for additional unanticipated work was approved by 
Chester city Council on October 22, 2025, increasing the contract value to $4,908,367.00; and  
 
 WHEREAS, change order COR-0002 in the amount of $9,886.00 for a larger construction trailer was approved by 
Chester City Council on November 12, 2025, increasing the contract value to $4,918,253.00; and  
 
 WHEREAS, change order COR-0003 in the amount of $76,055.20 to add a “Local 413 Laborer” was approved by 
Chester City Council on March 25, 2026, increasing the contract value to $4,994,308.20; and 
 
 WHEREAS, change order COR-0004 was submitted by Davis Construction in the amount not to exceed $228,838.00 
for: (1) the loading, removal, and disposal of non-contaminated, unsuitable soil discovered site wide, including the associated 
replenishment with approved new soil; and (2) the remediation of various unforeseen site conditions discovered in the southwest 
area of the project site near the Salt Shed location.  The scope of work included the cleaning, removal, and disposal of an 
underground storage tank; demolition and removal of existing subgrade concrete; excavation, removal, and disposal of 
contaminated soil and associated replenishment with approved new soil; and the removal and replacement of non-contaminated, 
unsuitable soil with approved new soil. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby approve Change Order #4 (COR-0004) in the amount of $228,838.00 increasing the contract 
between the City of Chester and Davis Construction to $5,223,146.20. 

 
  On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the following individuals have requested a handicap parking zone: 
 

1. Dorothy Wilson, 1340 Renshaw Road 
2. Walter Hayman, 40 Worrell Street 



3. Shirley J. Butler, 910 West 5th Street 
 

WHEREAS, after a thorough investigation by the Department of Public Works, it has been determined the 
aforementioned individuals have met all the required criteria and have a need for said handicap parking zone. 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the proper City officials to install a handicap parking zone in the 1300 Block of Renshaw 
Road; in the Unit Block of Worrell Street; and in the 900 Block of West 5th Street; in the City of Chester. 
  
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the September 11th National Memorial Trail Alliance is establishing a multi-use trail connecting the three 
(3) national 9/11 memorials to honor those lost-on September 11, 2001; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a comprehensive 9/11 National Memorial Trail Signage Plan for Delaware County has been prepared by 
Larson Design Group, which includes the proposed route and specific sign placements through the City of Chester; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the plan specifies the installation of M1-8 trail markers and M7 series directional plaques to guide trail 
users along both on-roadways and on-trail segments; and 
 
 WHEREAS, PennDot has authorized signage within the state right-of-way pursuant to Agreement #097334, and the 
project sponsor is responsible for obtaining municipal approval for signage located on local roadways and rights-of-way; and 
 
 WHEREAS, City Council finds that participation in this national trail network provides cultural, historical, recreational, 
and economic benefits to the residents and visitors of the City of Chester. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 

1. It does approve the 9/11 National Memorial Trail Signage Plan as it pertains to locations within the City of 
Chester. 

2. The September 11th National Memorial Trail Alliance and its authorized agents are granted permission to install 
the approved signage within public rights-of-way, subject to coordination with the City. 

3. Installation shall be coordinated with the City’s Chief of Staff, Department of Public Works Department, and other 
appropriate City officials to ensure compatibility with existing municipal infrastructure, utilities, traffic-control 
devices, and maintenance operations. 

4. Responsibility for ongoing maintenance, repair, replacement, and coordination of the trail signage shall remain 
with the September 11th National Memorial Trail Alliance (project sponsor) unless otherwise agreed in writing by 
the City. 

5. The City’s Chief of Staff, Director of Public Works, and any other appropriate City officials are authorized to take 
all necessary actions to implement the Resolution and coordinate with the September 11 th National Memorial Trail 
Alliance. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, on September 14, 2023, Chester City Council approved the Final Land Development Plan for the 4th and 
Booth Distribution Center – Phase I at 436 Highland Avenue; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Phase I maintenance security was retained in the amount of Eleven Thousand, Eighty-One Dollars and 
Fifty-Severn Cents ($11,081.57); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Developer has requested the final release of the Phase I maintenance security; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Engineer, by memorandum dated June 12, 2026, has recommended that the remaining Phase I 
retained security in the amount of Eleven Thousand, Eighty-One Dollars and Fifty-Seven Cents ($11,081.57) be released; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the separate Phase 2 retained security in the amount of Twenty-Three Thousand, Seven Hundred Forty 
Dollars ($23,740.00) shall continue to be held through the Phase 2 maintenance period. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 

That it does hereby approve the release and termination of the Phase I Maintenance Bond for the 4 th and Booth 
Distribution Center – Phase I in the amount of Eleven Thousand, Eighty-One Dollars and Fifty-Cents ($11,081.57), in accordance 
with the recommendation of the City Engineer. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 



 
 WHEREAS, on August 9, 2023, Chester City Council approved the Final Land Development Plan for the Philadelphia 
Union WSFS Bank Sportsplex (David Bebusschere) to reverse subdivide five lots into one and construct a 156,000 square foot 
sports facility and parking, as shown on plans prepared by RK&K and approved pursuant to Resolution No. 146-2023; and 
 
 WHEREAS, financial security was posted pursuant to the Financial Security Agreement in the amount of One Million 
Two Hundred Eighty-Three Thousand One Hundred Eighty-Two Dollars and Fifty-Six Cents ($1,283,182.56); and 
 
 WHEREAS, Union Sportsplex LLC has requested Security Reduction Request #3 for completed improvements 
associated with Phase 2 of the Philadelphia Union WSFS Bank Sportsplex Land Development; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Engineer, by memorandum dated June 12, 2026, has determined that all requirements have been 
completed and recommends reducing the Development Improvements Agreement Security from Seven Hundred Eighteen 
Thousand Seven Hundred Sixteen Dollars and Sixteen Cents ($718,716.16) by Six Hundred Fifty-Eight Thousand Five Hundred 
Two Dollars and Forty-Eight Cents ($658,502.48), leaving a retained maintenance security amount of Sixty Thousand Two 
Hundred Thirteen Dollars and Sixty-Eight Cents ($60,213.68) to be held during the required eighteen (18) month maintenance 
period, in accordance with the recommendation of the City Engineer. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 

That it does hereby approve Security Reduction Request #3 for the Philadelphia Union WSFS Bank Sportsplex Land 
Development – Phase 2 and authorize reduction of the Development Improvements Agreement Security by Six Hundred Fifty-
Eight Thousand Five Hundred Two Dollars and Forty-Eight Cents ($658,502.48), leaving a retained maintenance security 
amount of Sixty Thousand Two Hundred Thirteen Dollars and Sixty-Eight Cents ($60,213.68) to be held during the required 
eighteen (18) month maintenance period, in accordance with the recommendation of the City Engineer. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, on September 11, 2024, Chester City Council approved the Final Land Development Plan for the 
development of the 1-Story Gymnasium Addition to the ACCESS Community Center with associated site improvements and 
landscaping at 701 Booth Street; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a letter of credit was received in the amount of Two Hundred & Thirty-Eight Thousand and Three Hundred 
and Forty-Four and 00/100 Dollars ($238,344.00); and 
 
 WHEREAS, John M. Surgent, President and Chairman of A Community Center Established by the Surgent Family for 
Society has requested the final release of the financial security funds associated with the development. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 

That it does hereby approve the release of the Development Improvements Agreement Security in the amount of Two 
Hundred Two Thousand, Five Hundred Ninety-Two Dollars and Forty Cents ($202,592.40) in accordance with the 
recommendation of the City Engineer, who has conducted an inspection of the property and has determined the project was 
generally in conformance with the approve plan and an amount of 15 percent (15%) for a total of Thirty-five Thousand, Seven 
Hundred Fifty-one and Sixty Cents ($35,751.60) be retained. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
 
REPORTS 

Joy Taylor, City Controller – (See Attachment #2 a 3-month review of one of the City’s Accounts (debit card 
transactions) (for more information see video of 6/10/26 Council Meeting on www.chestercity.com). 

 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 Michael Lewis, Block Captain Committee Member (See Attachment #3) 
 
 
 

Public Comment 
 
Michael Lewis says I made a pledge to get things done for America to make our People safer, smart and healthier.  If we can 
work on getting these infrastructures in place (Job Corps, Ameri Corps, Peace Corps, City (inaudible)) placed in the City will help 
us. 
 
Vijay Kapoor, Receiver says (he responds to Joy Taylor, City Controller). (For more information see video of 6/10/26 
Council Meeting on www.chestercity.com).  You can also watch the MFRAC Meeting which was held on 6/23/26. 
 
Margaret Brown says who is in control of the trash being picked up (the route that they take). 
 

http://www.chestercity.com/
http://www.chestercity.com/


Councilwoman West says if you have any questions in regard to trash, trash pick-up, Mr. Andrew Hayman is the Director of the 
Department. 
 
Ms. Brown says I’m concerned about properties and weeds growing up.  If you live in a twin property and you already have a 
fence and they put up a fence but the weeds are growing under their fence in between the two fences.  Now, whose legal 
responsibility is it to have the weeds cleared away and cut down?  
 
Councilwoman West says high weeds and grass is a L& I issue and you can talk to Ms. Nona Watson and Ms. Pierson. 
 
Ms. Brown says these RV’s that are riding all around the place are racing up and down 291 at 2 o’clock in the morning.  Is 
something being done about that?  They are a nuisance. 
 
Mayor Roots says you can speak to our Police Commissioner.  That’s a traffic complication and they are ATVs. 
 
Ms. Waites says earlier in the month of June there were two accidents on 291 at 2nd & Ward.  The first accident damaged two 
porches next to my family home.  I’ve talked about the dangers and the fears that I’ve had for years.  We have no traffic light, 
nothing that says slow traffic, no signage for pedestrian crossings.  We have one (1) 35mph sign between Highland Avenue and 
up to the Stadium.  Why are we invisible?  Why we can’t get one signage to protect us?   
 
Mayor Roots says what we can do is sit you back down with Delaware County Planning and get an update on what’s going on 
with the traffic calming on 291 and for you to voice your concerns. 
 
Victor Cabral, 4 Circles Beyond says (See Attachment #4). 
 
Wm. Rocky Brown says thank you for giving me flowers while I live.  (He then gives Mayor and Council roses). 
 
Ed Nelson says I’m coming about the same house I talked about for years.  It finally collapsed like I said it would.  Now the 
issue is it’s still not safe.  The kids are playing on the rubble of the house.  Who and when will they be cleaning this mess up 
before someone gets hurt?  
 
Mayor Roots says I’ll talk to you after the meeting. 
 
Pauline King says I live on Lindsay Street and I wanted to know if we can get some of the trees coming from Houston, a little bit 
coming from Worrell Street trimmed.  Also, behind me we have someone that works on vehicles and we have a lot of cars over 
there that haven’t been inspected that need to be removed.  There is also some debris on Houston Street that needs to be 
cleaned up.  On Highland Avenue there’s a nice pothole near 1449 that needs to be taken care of.  Can I get my streetlight a little 
brighter. 
 
Mayor Roots says for the streetlights, tree trimming and potholes that would be Andrew (he asked Andrew to raise his hand).  
To the mechanics talk to the Police Commissioner. 
 
Amin Abdul Salim says to the soul.  Purify our soul to accept what we need to accept.  What our Lord wants us to accept.  The 
Lord said, “I will create a Man”.  When I create him (inaudible) bow down to him.  This is a man that’s going to do his Lord’s will 
to purify the soul.  The message is going to come to the soul.  Some won’t grasp this.  We purge the universal soul.  No ears has 
heard to imagine this before.  We want to hold on.  The snake came to the man Adam.  Do greater things.  Walk on your feet 
quicker and better. 
 
 
Mayor Roots says we have had an Executive Session back on June 22 for legal matters. 

 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 
 
Mayor Roots says in today’s paper there was an article on Rev. Michael Robinson (a native from Chester).  He’s doing new 
work.  He’s a Lansdowne resident that has been appointed as the Eastern Regional Director of the Pennsylvania Black 
Conference On Higher Education.  He’s been elected to serve a two-year term.  It was founded in 1970 and it’s a statewide 
professional organization committed to advancing postsecondary educational opportunities for African Americans and other 
underrepresented populations across Pennsylvania.  It supports students, educators, and institutions through advocacy, 
scholarships, professional development and its annual conference. 
 
Councilwoman West says this is Pride Month and I’d like to acknowledge the LBGTQ Community. 
 
Mayor Roots says I’d like to thank St. Daniels and the organization within St. Daniels who hosted a wonderful Juneteenth 
Celebration at Memorial Park.   
 
Councilman Davis says (See Attachment #1 *C and *D).  Congratulations to all the new Police Officers and to the Police 
Cadets. 
 
Councilwoman West says Dr. Motley, City of Chester Health Commissioner, is there anything we are working on to address the 
homelessness here in Chester. 
 
Dr. Motley, Health Commissioner says when I get calls we typically will direct them to Community Action, the Delaware County 
Housing Authority and the Chester Housing Authority.  We are in a housing crisis.  There is limited housing available.  
 
 



There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:34am. 
  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
JUNE 24, 2026      Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


