
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         JUNE 10, 2026   
 
                     
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 7:02pm with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Dr. Marsha Benton, Founder and Pastor of Kingdom Hearts Ministries followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance. The roll was called and the following were present: 

 
 

Tameka Williams  
Fred Green 
 Portia West  

Shy’Quan Davis  
Mayor Stefan Roots  

 
On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (May 27, 2026) was 

approved.  The following vote was taken: Yeas:  Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 
 
 
Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 

 
OLD BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS 
 
Councilman Davis says I’d like to acknowledge all the wonderful events that happened this weekend.  Thank you Mayor 
and Council for the Street unveiling that we had at 10th & Elsinore this weekend.  I’d like to go over some basic 
information that we covered at our June 1st Budget and Finance Committee Meeting.  We went over some basic 
financial information that cover the City (overview of financial control, who’s watching the money on a day to day basis, 
who’s processing the checks as they go out, who’s seeing different disbursements of the bills we are paying, as well as 
a complete review of ARPA money that we received from the Federal Government (how that’s being spent)).  For the 
General Overview…we have about $900,000.00 of the year-to-date delinquent taxes and rubbish bills paid. For more 
information you can go to our website at www.chestercity.com and look for the Budget and Finance Committee Meeting 
held on July 1, 2026. 
 
 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the following individuals have requested a handicap parking zone: 
 

1. Linda Warren, 215 West 9th Street 
2. Ruth E. Richardson, 2419 West 4th Street 
3. Sakina Robinson, 745 Engle Street 
4. Jeannine Rudolph, 3001 West 12th Street 
5. Irene J. Harrison, 923 Glen Terrace 
6. Laura M. Weatherly, 212 Broomall Street 
7. Lavonne McCommons, 2919 West 9th Street 
8. Mayme W. Kane, 802 Barclay Street  

 

http://www.chestercity.com/


WHEREAS, after a thorough investigation by the Department of Public Works, it has been determined the 
aforementioned individuals have met all the required criteria and have a need for said handicap parking zone. 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the proper City officials to install a handicap parking zone in the 200 Block of West 9th 
Street; in the 2400 Block of West 4th Street; in the 700 Block of Engle Street; in the 3000 Block of West 12th Street; in the 900 
Block of Glen Terrace; in the 200 Block of Broomall Street; in the 2900 Block of West 9th Street; and in the 800 Block of Barclay 
Street, in the City of Chester. 
  
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, Federal Regulations require a written agreement between the City of Chester and the Chester Economic 
Development Authority regarding the rights and responsibilities of the parties in the execution of the Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) Program, the Home Investment Partnerships (HOME) Program, and other related programs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a Cooperation Agreement by and between the City of Chester and the Chester Economic Development 
Authority for the period July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2027, has been prepared and is attached hereto, which sets forth the 
responsibilities and obligations of the parties in accordance with Federal Regulations; and 
 
 WHEREAS, under the HOME program created by the National Affordable Housing Act of 1990, as amended, the 
Secretary of HUD is authorized to extend financial assistance to participating jurisdictions to expand the supply of decent, safe, 
sanitary, and affordable housing; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this matter has been reviewed and considered. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 

1. That the Cooperation Agreement by and between the City of Chester and the Chester Economic Development 
Authority attached hereto is hereby approved. 

 
2. That Appendix I to the Cooperation Agreement, attached and made a part of such Agreement, reflects the 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program, HOME Program, and HOME-American Rescue Plan 
(ARP) Projects previously approved by Council. 

 

3. That the Mayor and/or his designee is hereby authorized to execute the Agreement and to take such steps as 
may be necessary to implement the intent of this Resolution. 

 

4. That this Cooperation Agreement supersedes any and all Cooperation Agreements previously approved. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 

 
That it does hereby authorize promotional testing to be given by the Civil Service Board to all eligible candidates of the 

Chester Police Department for the following positions: 
 

1. Two (2) Corporal positions; and 



2. One (1) Sergeant position 
 
  On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the proper City official to enter into the attached Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
with the City of Kokumbo, Belier Region, Republic of Côte d’Ivoire, to establish a Sister City relationship to bring awareness to 
the growing importance of decentralized cooperation and its contribution to sustainable development based on mutual respect 
and the realization of joint projects within our respective communities and develop an exchange of experiences in urban 
management, culture and technology with value shared goals in education, trade, economy and community development. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
 
REPORTS 

NONE 
 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
 Safe Summer Programming Update – Crystal Burrell, Recreation Coordinator (See Attachment #1) 
 
 
 

Public Comment 
 
Joseph Mbeh with Bed & Breakfast Family says (See Attachment #2). 
 
Mayor Roots says you can talk to the Director of Community and Economic Development. 
 
Michael Lewis, Community Block Captain says we need more support/conversations to beautify our Community.  Please 
consider adopting your Block. 
 
Susan Dennis says is there an update on the Banners…are they going to be put back up.  Between 17th Street & Gingko Lane 
the sidewalk is covered with foliage, the trees and the foliage needs to be cut back.  The Seniors are riding in the street in that 
area.  Trash/Recycling…they are still co-mingling the trash. 
 
Councilman Davis says they (the Hometown Heroes Banners) will be put back up.  We are waiting for our poles to be up to 
compliance so that the Banners will not blow away or be damaged. 
 
Councilwoman West says we will be meeting with the operators (in regard to the trash/recycling). 
 
Councilman Green says we keep having these meetings.  What is coming out of those meetings?  Are we telling them exactly 
what they are doing wrong.  I’m not understanding why they’re not fixing it or why they haven’t started taking the two trucks like 
they’re supposed to. 
 
Andrew Hayman, Public Works Director says the agreement is that it has to be two different trucks.   
 
Brown Williams says you said you would read some highlights but you didn’t read the finance report.  It should be read to the 
Public.  Trash…they’re not doing such a good job.  You get what you pay for.  Fix these highways.  Sweep the trash like they do 
for the Soccer Games.  Who signs the checks?   Do you sign them Mr. Davis? 
 



Councilman Davis says no I don’t sign the checks.  We have three People in charge of accounts here…The CFO, Controller and 
the Receiver. 
 
Amin Abdul Salim says you seem to try to make some development here.  I am still baffled and confused.  God is Great.  
(Inaudible) from us to recognize it’s from our Lord.  I want to remain (inaudible) seeking your teeth (inaudible).  Divine 
transformation…transformation top to bottom/bottom to top.  This is happening…rising to the top.  Stay informed…stay clear.  If 
you serve God you will eat.   
 

 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 

 
Councilwoman Williams says Mr. Joseph Mbeh…I see you…I hear you and I thank you.  That place that you purchased has 
been sitting there for decades and what you have done to that parcel is phenomenal.  I am hoping that you will be able to speak 
to our Director and the People in Planning and get the show on the road so you can keep doing what you’re doing.  Thank you 
very much and don’t give up. 
 
Councilman Green says I’ve seen your property.  It’s a beautiful place.  One of the things we are doing here is we’re 
encouraging investors and people to come into the City.  I do believe in following the law and following the ordinance that’s in 
place.  But I also believe that we should make it easy for Investors to come in and want to build.  I’m encouraging the Planning 
Director and Nona to have a joint meeting so that we can resolve whatever issues or outstanding issues that we have so that we 
can move forward with that project. 
 
Councilwoman West says I would like a follow up on that.  I would like to know what’s going on. 
 
Councilman Davis says I share the same sentiments of my Colleagues.  You are doing an amazing job.  I’m all for following the 
process and protocols. 
 
Nona Watson, Director of Community Economic Development says I have not yet spoken to this Gentlemen.  I welcome you to 
come to my office so that we can have a conversation. 
 
Mayor Roots says (See Attachment #3). 
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00pm. 
  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
JUNE 10, 2026      Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


