
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         MAY 27, 2026   
 
                   
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:02am with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Dr. Korey Grice, Life Turn Christian Church, Garnet Valley, PA followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. The roll was called and the following were present: 
 

Tameka Williams  
Fred Green  
Portia West  

Mayor Stefan Roots 
Shy’Quan Davis (Absent)  

 
On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (May 13, 2026) was 

approved.  The following vote was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 
 

Mayor Roots made a statement regarding the violence which occurred the previous day (PO responding to a domestic 
call and was beat up (he’s home recovering); two shootings ((1) near the William Penn Projects and (2) shot near 9 th & 
Pennell).  Please provide comfort.  
 

 
Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.  
 
 

OLD BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS 
NONE 

 
 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That the City of Chester, Delaware County, PA, hereby approves the application submission for the Multimodal 
Transportation Fund (MTF) Grant, in an amount not to exceed a total of $3,000,000.00 from the Commonwealth Financing 
Authority (CFA) through the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development for 
transportation and streetscape improvements along Welsh Street from Route 291 to 6th Street. 
 
 FURTHER, grant funds shall be used for eligible project costs associated with roadway and pedestrian infrastructure 
improvements, including but not limited to sidewalks, ADA curb ramps, streetscape enhancements, lighting, trees, pedestrian 
safety improvements, subsurface and roadway repairs, and other ancillary costs necessary to support the rehabilitation and 
enhancement of the corridor. 
 
 FURTHER, the Chester City Council acknowledges that the Multimodal Transportation Fund Program requires a 30% 
match. 
 
 EVEN FURTHER, that the City of Chester does hereby designate Mayor Stefan Roots or Chief of Staff Thomas Moore 
and Candice Newsome, City Clerk, as the official(s) to execute all documents and agreements between the City of Chester and 



the Commonwealth Financing Authority and/or the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic 
Development to facilitate and assist in obtaining the requested grant. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 

 
That it does hereby approve entering into a tri-party lease agreement between the City of Chester, DELCORA, and 9th 

Street Youth Community Center for renovation and use of the building located at Eyre Park, which shall be solely used as an 
environmental center for environmental education, conservation efforts, and tree planting, pursuant to the recommendation of the 
Property Review Committee. 
 
  On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
  
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 

 
That it does hereby authorize the proper City official to enter into an agreement with Maria Matias Music, Inc., to 

provide the headliner performer for the 2026 Peace, Love, and Unity Festival, in an amount not to exceed Twenty Thousand 
Dollars ($20,000.00). 

 
FURTHER, the contract is subject to the Solicitor’s approval. 

 
  On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester Bureau of Fire submitted a Request For Proposals on Garage Fire Apparatus; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester has complied with all of the use requirements for the site; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proposals have been reviewed with no discrepancies found. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 

 
That it does hereby accept the proposal for the purchase of a 2007 Fifteen-foot (15’) Zodiac Pro9 Boat with 50 HP 

Yamaha Engine & 2008 Load Rite Marine Trailer, being sold as-is, to Barry L. Borchers, as the highest responsible responder, in 
the amount of Eight Thousand Dollars ($8,000.00.) 

 
FURTHER, it does hereby authorize the proper City official to take all the necessary actions for the proper sale of the 

aforementioned. 
 
  On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester has been awarded a total of $1,475,876.00 in federal Transportation Alternative Set-
Aside Program funding for the Highland Avenue Trail Project; and 
 



 WHEREAS, the City of Chester desires to enter into the amended Transportation Alternatives Program 
Reimbursement Grant Agreement R23060011-2 with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania acting through the Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation for the Highland Avenue Trail Project. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby designate Thomas Moore, Chief of Staff, or Andrew Hayman, Public Works Director, as the official 
to execute all documents and agreements between the City of Chester and the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation to 
facilitate and assist in the reimbursement. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby approve the application submitted by 742 W. Front Street, LLC, for the inclusion of 742 West Front 
Street in the Commercial LERTA program, in accordance with Article 363 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Chester, for 
new commercial construction, effective through December 31, 2036. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester (City) wishes to develop the Crozer Park section of the Chester Creek Trail to provide 
a safe transportation option for pedestrians and bicycle riders; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chester Economic Development Authority (CEDA) has been awarded a grant in the amount of 
$250,000.00 for the development of the Chester Creek Trail in Crozer Park and the City has been awarded a grant in the amount 
of $500,000.00 from the Green Ways Municipal Grant Program administered by the County of Delaware for the Crozer Park 
section of the Chester Creek Trail; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Delaware County, the City, and CEDA have entered into a Tri-Party Agreement in connection with the 
Green Ways grant whereby CEDA is designated as the responsible entity for Greenways grant management and development of 
this Trail section, and the City is designated as the responsible entity for maintenance and periodic inspection of the Crozer Park 
section of the Chester Creek Trail; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a portion of the construction for the trail will be located on property owned by the Redevelopment Authority 
of the City of Chester (CRA) and as a condition of the grant, the County requires the CRA to convey a perpetual trail easement 
over such portion of property. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby approve entering into a Trail Easement Agreement with the Redevelopment Authority of the City of 
Chester for the parcels described as 49-07-00877-00 (499 W. 13th Street) and 49-07-00866-00 (W. 14th Street) for the portion of 
the Parker Manor Trail of the Crozer Park – Chester Creek Trail. 
 
 FURTHER, that the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute the Agreement and to take such steps that may be 
necessary to implement the intent of this Resolution. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Wiliams, Green, West, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 



 
 WHEREAS, Chester City Council accepted the quote from S.J. Thomas Company, Inc., for the Chester City Hall Police 
Department Repairs, American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Project #36, in the amount of $210,776.23; and 
 
 WHEREAS, there is a need for additional services to be added to the scope of work, increasing the contract amount. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby approve Change Order No. 1 from S.J. Thomas Company, Inc., for the removal of saturated 
roofing insulation board and the installation of new insulation board, for a change order amount of $2,516.61 and that all work 
performed pursuant to said Change Order shall be in accordance with the specifications and to the satisfaction of the City. 
 
 FURTHER, it does hereby authorize the Mayor to execute the attached Change Order No. 1, for and on behalf of the 
City of Chester. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Wiliams, Green, West, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, GRANTING PRELIMINARY/FINAL 
APPROVAL TO CHESTER DONUTS LLC FOR ITS PRELIMINARY/FINAL PLAN TO DEVELOP TWO FAST-FOOD 
RESTAURANTS WITH A DRIVE-THRU AND PARKING LOT AT 0 EAST 4TH STREET, CHESTER, PA. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Wiliams, Green, West, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
 
REPORTS 

NONE 
 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
 Acknowledgment of accomplishment of Albert Johnson – 2026 Pennsylvania Youth of the Year 
 
 
 

Public Comment 
 
Bridget Flynn says she has a few topics she would like to address: (1) motor scooters/ATVs; (2) properties at 300 block of 9th 
Street and the corner of 9th and Upland/blocked sidewalk; and (3) animal control claims of rescues are trying to help; Delco 
Loves Animals is trying to get a shelter built; (4) trash and recycling still being comingled; and (5) police department is short 
staffed, are we bringing in the State Police for assistance? 
 
Mayor Roots says we have met with Delco Loves Animals. I take umbrage when people say nothing is being done, we met with 
them last week. I have asked for the fence to be removed. As far as police being short staffed, that is a fact, something is being 
done but if no one is applying. Trash is still being worked on. Would love to see the noise ordinance applied to the ATVs and 
scooters.   
 
Antonio Hunter says I am the outreach specialist for Chester Community Coalition and we are having our 5 th annual Wear 
Orange Peace Walk on Saturday, June 6th from 10 AM until 2 PM.  We assist community members who have been affected by 
gun violence. The walk originates at 9th & Kerlin at 10 AM and ends at MLK Park (see attachment #1A).  
 
Brown Williams says the park by the Dollar Tree needs to be cut. Highway and roads need to be fixed. What about all the 
shootings in the City. What are some things for the children to do this summer as school is about to end, specifically youths aged 
15 -18. The hospital being closed is a disgrace. I would like a report to be read about what’s being done with our tax money. 



What is the construction costs for the new Public Works garage on 2nd Street [Rte. 291]. Is the City purchasing new trucks and 
hiring young police?  
 
Councilman Green says Chester Education Foundation has a paid internship program for people aged 16 -24 if you know any 
young people that are interested, they should contact Ms. Green. 
 
Mayor Roots says with regard to the Chester Education Foundation, just about every year she never fills the complement she 
has open for jobs.  
 
Councilwoman Williams says you can get an application across the street [at the Chester Education Foundation]. She has two 
programs for ages 16 -18 and 18 – 24.  
 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 
 
Mayor Roots says Deshong property is under the control of Delaware County government, not Parks and Rec of the City of 
Chester.  Secondly, nothing upsets me more than seeing high grass anywhere. We do have an arrangement with Delaware 
County, but it’s their responsibility for the first cut. Calls have gone out to County Council and the Executive Director, asking 
when will the first cut occur? I encourage the Residents to make the same call to the County; the City will take it from there. He 
wishes Councilman was here because people were expecting a Finance presentation today. There is a Finance Committee 
meeting scheduled for June 5th, right in this room, time TBD, it’s a public meeting that provides information on Chester City 
Finances.  
 
Richard Troutman, Chief Financial Officer, says for the taxpayers, Monday is the deadline to pay the taxes/rubbish [at face 
value] without penalty. Starting after Monday [June 1st], there will be a ten percent (10%) penalty added. 
 
Mayor Roots says how are we doing with property taxes in comparison to previous years? 
 
Richard Troutman says we’re on pace with being the same as last year. Overall, we do not do as well as other municipalities in 
the discount and face period. We run in the mid 70 percentages, and other municipalities are in the 90s, so we do lag which is 
why we make friendly reminders.  
 
Councilwoman West says I do want to invite Mr. Brown Williams to join me in sponsoring a child for the summer camp at the 
Boys and Girls Club.  
 
Councilwoman Williams says the Safe Summer kick-off was last week and was really good. The Summer Food Service 
Program is running from June 29th until August 20th. Saturday, May 30th is going to be community build day, come out and join us 
as we paint the 7th Street Courts (see Attachment #1 #’s 2 and 3). 
 
Councilwoman West says Mr. Alexander tell us about the tennis courts and the immediate and what the long-term plans for the 
tennis courts. 
 
Mark Alexander, Parks and Rec Director, says the temporary fix is to get signage there to make sure it is being used for tennis 
only. The long-range plan is to get quotes for the courts, tennis surface and fencing. 
 
Councilwoman West says dogs are not to be walked on the tennis courts or any court. Walk them in the grassy areas, bring a 
bag and curb your dog.  
 
Michael Lewis, Block Captain, says we are working with the Chester Housing Authority to have movie night pop-ups in 
neighborhoods that need it the most. We are also looking to clean up every block and every park but need more volunteers.   
 
Mayor Roots says these are upcoming summer activities: opening of the pool, signups for the Summer Food Program, and 
Juneteenth. Hometown Heroes’ second iteration will be happening this Friday [May 29th] across the street at the park, about 20 
banners will be on display for the families and all to see. June 13th in collaboration with Côte d’Ivoire Ivory Coast in spirit of the 
2026 World Cup, from 2 PM to 6 PM there will be a free concert outside of the stadium.  Also, make sure you grab one 
(Attachment #1). 



 
There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 10:47am. 

  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
MAY 27, 2026      Candice Newsome, City Clerk 


