
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         MAY 13, 2026   
 
                     
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:04am with Deputy Mayor 
West presiding.  A prayer was said by Lisa Dennis, Chester Police Chaplain followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. The roll was 
called and the following were present: 

 
 

Tameka Williams  
Shy’Quan Davis  

Deputy Mayor Portia West  
Fred Green (Absent) 

Mayor Stefan Roots (Absent) 
 

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Williams, the minutes of the previous meeting (April 22, 2026) 
was approved.  The following vote was taken: Yeas:  Williams, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.    Nays: 0. 

 
 
Deputy Mayor West asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 
Livia Smith says I would like some clarification on Ordinances B #3 and B #5, what are these taxes and who do they 

affect. 
 
Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says Ordinance #3 is amending the Parking Taxes.  The original Parking Tax had a rate of 

15%.  There was a component in the original Ordinance that had a penalty of 50%.  It was deemed legally that was unforce able 
so it was changed from 50% to 10%.  Also, because of the 50% deemed legally unforce able there is an amnesty component.  
So, any of the lots surrounding Subaru Park where the Philadelphia Union play would be eligible for an amnesty program.  This 
would largely apply to who is paying the parking tax and that would be the lots around Subaru Park.  Churches in that area will 
be exempt.  The Amusement Tax is a 5% amusement tax based on ticketed sales (ex. Harrah’s Boxing Match, Soccer Events 
with ticket sales, any Events with ticket sales) with exemptions to smaller events like Chester High if they are having a football 
game.   

 
Ms. Smith says is there a written process for doing Honorary Street Names.   
 
Councilman Davis says no there is not currently a written process for Honorary Street Signs. 
 
Councilwoman Williams says but we did have an Executive Session and we all agreed that we would come up with a 

process for the Honorary Street Signs. 
 
Ms. Smith says who approves the finances/expenditures for the City. 
 
Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says we have an internal control process where individual Department Heads if there is a 

PO those are initiated by Department Heads.  Then those go to myself to sign off when they are ready to be paid.  Anything 
above $5,000.00 is reviewed and approved by the Receiver.     

 
 Ms. Smith says other than the Finance Meeting that you have, does the Council have an opportunity to look at the 
expenditures from the taxpayers. 
 
 Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says the CFO prepares a monthly report that identifies revenues/expenditures. 
 



OLD BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS 
NONE 

 
 

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Ordinances. 
 
 
BILL NO. 2 
ORD. 2, 2026 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
LAST AND FINAL READING 

“AS AMENDED” 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, 
1978, AS SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED, TO ENACT NEW ARTICLE 521, ENTITLED “BOOTING AND VEHICLE 
IMMOBILIZATION”; TO ESTABLISH PROCEDURES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE IMMOBILIZATION AND REMOVAL OF 
VEHICLES; TO MANAGE TRAFFIC, ENFORCE PARKING REGULATIONS, AND COLLECT UNPAID PARKING FINES AND 
TO ESTABLISH PENALTIES; AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT 
THEREWITH. 
 

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Williams, Bill No. 2, 2026 was passed on its Last and Final 
Reading.  The following vote was taken: Yeas: Wiliams, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   
 
BILL NO. 3 
ORD. 3, 2026 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
LAST AND FINAL READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
AMENDING TITLE THREE, ARTICLE 317, ENTITLED, “PARKING TAX” OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
CHESTER 1978, SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED, TO UPDATE DEFINITIONS, REDUCE PENALTY RATES, AND 
ESTABLISH AN AMNESTY PROGRAM FOR DELINQUENCIES; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Williams, Bill No. 3, 2026 was passed on its Last and Final 
Reading.  The following vote was taken: Yeas: Williams, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   
 
BILL NO. 4 
ORD. 4, 2026 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
LAST AND FINAL READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
AMENDING PART FIVE, TRAFFIC CODE, ARTICLE 523, TITLED PARKING METERS OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF 
THE CITY OF CHESTER TO UPDATE DEFINITIONS, ESTABLISH A STADIUM DISTRICT METER ZONE, AND ESTABLISH 
DYNAMIC PRICING; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Williams, Bill No. 4, 2026 was passed on its Last and Final 
Reading.  The following vote was taken: Yeas: Williams, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   
 
BILL NO. 5 
ORD. 5, 2026 
 



AN ORDINANCE 
LAST AND FINAL READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, ENACTING 
NEW ARTICLE 319, ENTITLED “AMUSEMENT TAX”, OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, TO 
PROVIDE FOR AN AMUSEMENT TAX PURSUANT TO THE LOCAL TAX ENABLING ACT, 53 P.S. § 6901 ET. SEQ., TO 
PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND REPEAL ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT 
THEREWITH. 
 

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Williams, Bill No. 5, 2026 was passed on its Last and Final 
Reading.  The following vote was taken: Yeas: Williams, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   
 
 
 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, Apostle Dickie L. Robbins was born in Mobile, Alabama and moved to Chester, Pennsylvania in 1967.  He 
was educated in the Chester-Upland School District, graduating from Chester High School in 1975.  He continued his studies at 
Earlham College in Richmond, Indiana.  He pursued theological studies at the Center for Urban Theological Studies and Eastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, now Palmer Theological Seminary.  He earned a Bachelor of Science in Human Services from the 
University of Delaware; earned a Master’s Degree in Social Service and a Master’s Degree in Christian Ministry from 
Chesapeake Bible Seminary in Ridgely, Maryland; and 
 
 WHEREAS, together with his wife, Pastor Tina Robbins, they founded Life of Christ Ministries in Chester, 
Pennsylvania, where he faithfully served as Senior Pastor for 40 years.  United in faith and purpose, they built a ministry rooted 
in service, spiritual growth, and community impact.  They are the proud parents of three daughters, loving grandparents to eleven 
grandchildren and one great granddaughter; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in January 2026, Apostle Robbins was elevated from the office of Bishop to the office of Apostle, in 
recognition of his decades of faithful leadership, spiritual authority, and commitment.  Apostle Robbins serves the City of Chester 
as the Community Resource Hub Director at the Chester Education Foundation and is a licensed Social Worker, who provides 
counseling services, and mentors the next generation of social workers and doctoral students. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the installation of an honorary street sign renaming a portion of Booth Street on 3rd Street 
to Bishop Dickie Robbins Way, in recognition of his leadership and unwavering commitment to walk in purpose, live with integrity, 
and lead with love. 
 
 FURTHER, it does authorize the Department of Public Works to order and install the aforementioned sign. 
 
 On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Williams, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, Reverend Dr. William Lewis “Rocky” Brown, 3rd is the eldest child born to the late District Justice William 
L. Brown, Jr., and Gwendolyn R. Carraway-Brown.  He is the father of three beautiful daughters, and the grandfather to three 
grandchildren; and  
 
 WHEREAS, he graduated with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Political Science from Cheyney University of 
Pennsylvania; holds a Master’s in Religion from Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary and a Doctorate of Divinity from Jameson 
Christian College.  He received training in non-violent direct action from the Martin Luther King Jr. Center for Social Change in 



Atlanta, Georgia and is a graduate of the University of the Virgin Islands Institute for the Treatment of Alcoholism and Drug 
Addiction and the F.B.I and D.E.A Citizens Academies, Philadelphia Division; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Dr. Brown is an ordained Baptist Minister for 47 years, with six of those years serving as the pastor of the 
First Baptist Church of Bernardtown in South Coatesville, PA.  He is a pastor of Youth & Community at Bethany Baptist Church, 
in Chester.  He is also a quest commentator on Headlines with host Frankie Darcell, airing 7 AM on WDAS 105.3, iHeart Radio; 
and 
  
 WHEREAS, Dr. Brown has published five books: 800 and 1000 Sayings by Old Folks Who Raised Us and the 3N1: A 
Trilogy of Spiritually filled Motivational Messages, Books, 1, 2, and 3.  In the 80s and 90s he was known as the “Rappin Rev” 
traveling around the country, motivating children to stay in school and to say no to drugs and violence.  He served as a former 
member of Chester City Council and prior to that he was elected and served two consecutive 4-year terms as the Chester City 
Controller. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 

 
That it does hereby authorize the installation of an honorary street sign, renaming a portion of Edwards Street at 2nd 

Street to Rev. Dr. Wm Rocky Brown Way, in recognition of over 50 years of advocacy work for the residents of the City of 
Chester and his continuing work with our children as a teacher in the public and charter schools. 

 
FURTHER, it does authorize the Department of Public Works to order and install the aforementioned sign. 

 
  On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Williams, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following 
vote was taken: Yeas: Williams, Davis, Deputy Mayor West. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, Threston Charles Roots was born in Salem, New Jersey to Emma and Robert Roots.  He was the 
youngest of four children, Edward, Purcell and Anna Mae.  He graduated from Woodstown High School and was an outstanding 
football player.  On September 22, 1958, he married Rebbeca Hicks, and together they had two sons Elmo and Stefan; and  
 
 WHEREAS, in 1965 he and his wife joined Calvary Baptist Church, there he was a member of the Sam Mathis Feeding 
Program and served in any capacity when needed.  That same year, he joined Franklin Lodge #58.  Brother Roots served as 
Worshipful Master in 1971-1972 and was active in Charles E. Gordon Consistory #65, serving as Commander in Chief in 1979-
1980.  Brother Roots was employed by Allied Chemical and after 35 years of service, he retired in1986.  He was awarded the 
rank and title of Honorary Past Imperial Potentate in 1989. 
 
 WHEREAS, in 1994, he became District Deputy Grand Master Emeritus after 20 years of service and while serving his 
Lodge, Brother Roots was elevated to Grand Inspector General of the 33º in 2001 and as Transportation Chairman for his 
Consistory.  Brother Roots was also Past Eminent Commander of Imperial Commandery #12, Masonic Knights Templar, Past 
Most Excellent High Priest of Omega Chapter #12, and Holy Royal Arch Mason.  Brother Roots started his Shrine travel as 
Noble Advisor to Minaret Court #154, Daughters of Isis and was elected Imperial Potentates. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 

 
That it does hereby authorize the installation of an honorary street sign, renaming the 2800 Block of West 3rd Street to 

PM Threston Charles Roots Way, in recognition of his dedication and leadership to his brothers of Franklin Lodge #58, the 
brothers and sisters of the Prince Hall Family and his community. 

 
FURTHER, it does authorize the Department of Public Works to order and install the aforementioned sign. 

 
  On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Williams, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following 
vote was taken: Yeas: Williams, Davis, Deputy Mayor West. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 



 WHEREAS, Ny’Ques Tyree Farlow Davis was born on July 28, 2006.  He attended schools in the Chester-Upland 
School District, and was an 8th grade student at the Chester Charter Scholars Academy, where he was model student-athlete; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, Ny’Ques was considered a respectfully, loving and caring young man with a bright, infectious smile, and 
friendly demeanor.  Ny’Ques was a special young man who saw the good in everyone and wanted to bring about change for his 
community; and 
 
 WHEREAS, throughout school, Ny’Ques won spelling bees, penmanship awards, was highlighted for his poetry, and 
was an honor roll student.  Not only did he standout academically, but he was also an exceptional football and basketball player, 
which earned him the nickname “Ny’Ques the Beast” because of his natural talent, love and encouragement from his 
grandparents, Kyle and Rosalyn Davis, who he affectionately called Mom and Dad.  Ny’Ques dominated in every game he 
played; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Ny’Ques loved swimming and playing chess, but more than that he loved giving to people in need and 
lending a helping hand wherever he could.  At the age of 2, he would help feed the homeless and as he grew his desire to give 
did too.  He was an inspiration to his family, friends and especially his teammates, who for the past 6 years have played in his 
honor and are dedicated to work harder because they don’t want his legacy to be forgotten. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 

 
That it does hereby authorize the installation of an honorary street sign, renaming a portion of Ward Street at 7th Street 

to Ny’Ques Farlow Davis Way, in recognition of his tremendous impact he had on his family, friends, teammates and the entire 
Chester Community. 

 
FURTHER, it does authorize the Department of Public Works to order and install the aforementioned sign. 

 
  On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Williams, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following 
vote was taken: Yeas: Williams, Davis, Deputy Mayor West. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania has issued an Order outlining the approved composition of the 
Stormwater Authority of the City of Chester Board; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City desires to comply with the Court’s Order; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Court has ordered the Board shall consist of 5 members with staggered terms as follows: 
 
   Name     Term of Office 
   Joan Neal    October 28, 2025 
   Livia Smith    October 28, 2026 
   William Riley    October 28, 2027 
   John Shelton    October 28, 2028    
 
 WHEREAS, a said Court Order left a vacancy on the Board, with a Term to expire the first Monday in January 2029; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the City filed with the appointment of Zamon Ahmed, term to expire January 1, 2029; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the unexpected passing of John Shelton, Sr., creates a vacancy on the Board. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby appoint Susan Dennis as a member of the Stormwater Authority of the City of Chester Board, to fill 
the unexpired term of John Shelton, Sr., with a term to expire October 28, 2028. 



 
 On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Willilams, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following 
vote was taken: Yeas: Williams, Davis, Deputy Mayor West. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester advertised a Request for Bids (RFB) on July 15, 2025, for the collection of Residential 
Refuse and Recycling (Bid #2025-009) for an estimated 9,900 residential households for an initial term of five (5) years; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester received two (2) bids on August 12, 2025, in response to the advertised RFB and the 
bids were thoroughly reviewed and evaluated to determine the lowest responsible bidder; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on September 10, 2025, City Council awarded a contract to Waste Industries of Delaware, Inc. (also 
known as Casella Mid-Atlantic, LLC – i.e. “Casella”), 903 Lambson Lane, New Castle, DE  19720 as the lowest responsible 
bidder for the pickup and collection of residential household waste and recycling pursuant to the advertised specifications at a 
fixed cost of $13.93 per household per month with an annual cost escalator of 3% per annum; and 
 
 WHEREAS, based on a review during the first quarter of 2026 of the number of residential units for which refuse is 
actually collected, the number of residential units is higher than estimated in the original RFB. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby amend the contract with Casella to increase the number of units eligible for invoicing from 9,900 to 
10,408 at the existing unit price of $13.93/unit. 

 
 On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Williams, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Davis, Deputy Mayor West. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, on November 1, 2025, the City of Chester received a Notice of Award of $400,000.00, from the U.S. 
Department of Commerce, Economic Development Administration (EDA), under Distressed Area Recompete Pilot Program; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Distressed Area Recompete Program is designed to support communities experiencing long-term 
economic distress, particularly those with low labor force participation among adults ages 25-54 and requires the City to engage 
a Recompete Pilot Program Coordinator and a Recompete Pilot Program nonprofit partner to carry out the City’s program 
deliverables within a two-year timeframe; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Request for Proposals for both roles were issued on April 1, 2026, with submissions due by April 17, 
2026, four responses were received: one response for the Recompete Pilot Program Nonprofit and three responses for the 
Recompete Pilot Program Coordinator; and 
 
 WHEREAS, upon acceptance of program funds the City of Chester agrees to comply with all applicable federal 
regulations, including but not limited to Uniform Administrative Requirements under 2 CFR Part 200, and all Specific Award 
Conditions set forth by the Economic Development Administration. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the City to accept and enter into the Economic Development Administration (EFA) 
Distressed Area Recompete Pilot Program – Phase I Strategy Development Grant in the amount of $400,000.00 and authorizes 
the Mayor, or his designee, to execute all documents and take all actions necessary to comply with the terms and conditions of 
the grant award, including but not limited to program implementation, reporting, and financial management requirements. 
 
 FURTHER, the City has selected Tec Centro Network, as the nonprofit partner, in an amount not to exceed 
$140,000.00 and Just Strategies, as the Recompete Pilot Program Coordinator, in an amount not to exceed $80,000.00.  Each 
has been determined to be the lowest and most responsible bidder for this initiative. 



 
On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Williams, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 

was taken: Yeas: Wiliams, Davis, Deputy Mayor West. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the Delaware County Industrial Development Authority (“IDA”) owns or is responsible for the care and 
maintenance of certain properties, including the real estate and improvements located at East 11th Street and Edgemont Ave, 
Chester, PA 19013, known as DeShong Park; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the IDA periodically engages third-party contractors to provide certain services to the IDA, including lawn 
care and maintenance; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the IDA has determined there is a need to have the City of Chester provide lawn care and maintenance 
services for the maintenance of DeShong Park; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the IDA and the City of Chester desire to memorialize the terms and conditions of their relationship 
regarding the provision of the Services by the City in Lawn Care and Maintenance Services Agreement. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize entering into a Lawn Care and Maintenance Services Agreement with Delaware County 
Industrial Development Authority, for the property known as DeShong Park, for the period beginning May 15, 2026, through and 
including October 31, 2026. 
 
 FURTHER, said contract is contingent upon final review and approval of the City Solicitor. 
 
 On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Williams, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Wiliams, Davis, Deputy Mayor West. Nays: 0.     
 
 
Deputy Mayor West says we met in an Executive Informational Session on Monday to discuss the Agenda thoroughly. 
 
 
REPORTS 

Justin Tibbels, Special Assistant to the Mayor – Citizen Request Button 1-Month Update (see attachment #1) 
 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
 Message from Mayor Roots – (see Attachment #2 and Attachment #3) 
 Crystal Burrell, Recreation Coordinator – Safe Summer Kickoff and Summer Food Program (see Attachment #4 
*A & *B) 
 
 
 

Public Comment 
 
Nasir Jihad says for seven months I’ve been talking about a sign at the Islamic School.  I’m still waiting for a sign…a School 
Sign in a School Zone.  I hope something is done real soon. 
 
Andrew Hayman, Public Works Director says the signs have been ordered.  There are new signs up there.  Concord Road is a 
State Road and we would need permission from PennDOT. 
 
Deputy Mayor West says we will go back up there. 
 
Brown Williams says who controls the Inspectors here. 



 
Deputy Mayor West says we have a Director. 
 
Mr. Williams says because this Old Lady was putting a roof on her porch and they stopped her.  They had to come over here and 
they had to buy a permit.  I’ve never heard of that before.  I plan on suing you’ll (his Grandson was killed).  I want to know why 
none of you’ll have come to my house yet about my Grandson who got killed by that white man.  Why you’ll got all those homes 
in the Bennett Homes Project all nailed up when People sleeping out there in a box?  The Streets need to be paved.  At 3rd and 
Parker, that building needs to be torn down.  You’ll don’t cut the grass no more.  Come out there on the corner of 7th & Wilson the 
weeds are high.  Why you’ll don’t put a sign up on 7th Street for Leo Holmes?  That Young Man should be reading a report about 
the tax money but you’ll won’t let him. 
 
Jamiel Cottman says thanks for inviting Walnut Street Deli back to do the Summer Food Program once again.  (See 
Attachment #4 *C).  You should do a street sign for Evelyn Garcia at Bickley Place. 
 
Deputy Mayor West says the four Persons that we put up for a Street Sign today will be the last until we get a process in 
place. 
 
Amin Abdul Salim says this is a good meeting.  I’d like to mention something that is going to bring us together.  Abraham…this 
is the time of scripture (inaudible).  A Father of us all.  We will come together.  The Scripture says that Abraham will be the first 
one to rise on this day here on the day of resurrection.  We want to get into these things and understand these things.  The good 
People who recognize Abraham as their Father in scripture and go after good in their souls.  We want that to happen.  This world 
(inaudible).  This is going to happen gradually to strengthen the heart.  Our Heart in this world will be coming out of (inaudible) 
with lies and deception which weakens the heart.  We’ve made some progress but we want to make great progress. 
 
Ellen Robinson says trash pick-up…we got new cans and was told what can go in and what can’t go in.  Now, every week if 
you are separating your recyclables from the trash when the Trash Man comes and put everything in one truck.  I thought that 
recyclables got some kind of revenue back in Chester if we do recyclables.   Where is the revenue when all the trash is being put 
together?  We’re pulling out two trash cans and they are still dumping the stuff in one truck.  Why is that and it’s going on six 
months. 
 
Deputy Mayor West says we’re working on that.  We had a meeting with Casella on Monday to talk with them about some of the 
concerns that had been put forward about trash being comingled.  We do get some type of reimbursement for the recyclables 
that we turn in the tonnage. 
 
Sylvia Handy says the sign that says Highland Avenue is not visible for People to see. It’s facing the Hospital.  If you’re coming 
up Highland Avenue you don’t know (she shows pictures).  I’m a Crossing Guard at 10th & Highland; can they repaint the white 
lines when school is out and paint the word STOP in them for the Crossing Guards.  These cars are not stopping.  The 
Landscapers are blowing the grass/trash in the street. 
 
Susan Dennis says thank you for the appointment.  Do we have a Parking Authority? 
 
Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says we don’t technically have an Authority but we do have a contract with Premium Parking who 
manages the Residential Parking Program.  There’s also some other programs they’re going to be managing as response to the 
new RFI that we put out that was awarded at our last Council Meeting…the Booting Ordinance and other things like that. 
 
Ms. Dennis says Resolution #59, can you clarify that. 
 
Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says when we put out the Request for Proposals for Garbage Service in the proposal were an 
estimated 9,900 units.  When we did a complete and thorough inventory of who we’re actually billing, turns out that we’re billing 
about 10,408. 
 
Livia Smith says as you are processing some more signs Washington Park needs some more signs.  We need a deer crossing 
sign and squirrel crossing signs.  At one point you had ARPA funds designated for face/facades on these properties Downtown.  
What is the status of that now? 
 



Councilman Davis says there are two or three different buildings.   They turned out beautifully.  Next meeting there will be a slide 
show/pictures. 
 
Ms. Smith says the streets are a mess.  Hopefully PECO has finished what they have torn up and that they will level these 
streets off.  The Veteran Flags…where are they now and are you going to put them back up? 
 
Councilman Davis says yes.  They are right here in City Hall.  We are working on getting the poles updated with the proper 
equipment to house the flags so that they are not blowing away or being torn down when we have severe weather conditions.   
 
Ms. Smith says who do I put a request in because I see a tree limb in wires by Stetser School.  I’m afraid that it’s going to fall on 
some Children. 
 
Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says you can give it to me or Mr. Hayman. 
 
Alethea Freeman says (see Attachment #5).  I’m asking that if you have any issues/questions in regard to the Housing 
Authority come to our May Meeting.  It’s scheduled for the 27th @ 3:30 at the Ruth L Bennett Homes Community Center. 
 
Jada Henson says (see Attachment #6). 
 
Lorraine Lavender-Sams says I have a particular issue with a property at 825 E. 22nd Street.  There is a giant-sized box with 
construction materials in it in the back driveway facing Melrose.  The line of sight is completely blocked.  Something needs to be 
done about that.  Can someone please just get that box moved?   
 
Patricia Lewis says I live at 11th & Madison Street and this past week I assisted in two car accidents on that block.  Can we get 
some speed bumps or stop signs between 10th & 12th Street. 
 
Deputy Mayor West says that part of Madison Street is a State Road.  So, we will have to look into that with PennDOT. 
 
 
 
 
Rich Troutman, CFO says this is for the Taxpayers.  The last day to pay taxes and rubbish is June 1st at face value.    
After 6/1/26 there is a 10% penalty. 
 
Councilman Davis says to Rich Troutman, CFO that we need to meet to so that we can present some (inaudible) 
information in regard to the City’s Finances. 

 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 

 
Councilwoman Williams says (see attachment #7A and #7B).   
 
Deputy Mayor West says I just want to reiterate that with regards to the street naming memorial signs as of today we will not be 
doing them again until we get a process in place.  Also, I want to encourage you to get one of these (attachment #4).  Today I 
have a Resolution that goes back to January 12, 2011 (see Attachment #8).  I will make sure that the Candidates who are 
running get a copy of this and then they will have 24hours to remove their signs. 
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:51am. 
  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
MAY 13, 2026      Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


