
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         APRIL 22, 2026   
 
                     
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:04am with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Reverend Andrew Jacob, Chester Eastside Ministries followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
The roll was called and the following were present: 

 
 

Tameka Williams  
Fred Green 
 Portia West  

Shy’Quan Davis  
Mayor Stefan Roots  

 
On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (April 8, 2026) was 

approved.  The following vote was taken: Yeas:  Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 
 
 
Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 

 
OLD BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS 

NONE 
 
 

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Ordinances. 
 
 
BILL NO. 2 
ORD. __, 2026 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
FIRST READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, 
1978, AS SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED, TO ENACT NEW ARTICLE 521, ENTITLED “BOOTING AND VEHICLE 
IMMOBILIZATION”; TO ESTABLISH PROCEDURES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE IMMOBILIZATION AND REMOVAL OF 
VEHICLES; TO MANAGE TRAFFIC, ENFORCE PARKING REGULATIONS, AND COLLECT UNPAID PARKING FINES AND 
TO ESTABLISH PENALTIES; AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT 
THEREWITH. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Williams, Bill No. 2, 2026 was passed on its First Reading.  The 
following vote was taken: Yeas: Wiliams, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: Green.   
 
BILL NO. 3 
ORD. __, 2026 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
FIRST READING 

 



AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
AMENDING TITLE THREE, ARTICLE 317, ENTITLED, “PARKING TAX” OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
CHESTER 1978, SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED, TO UPDATE DEFINITIONS, REDUCE PENALTY RATES, AND 
ESTABLISH AN AMNESTY PROGRAM FOR DELINQUENCIES; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 3, 2026 was passed on its First Reading.  The 
following vote was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
BILL NO. 4 
ORD. __, 2026 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
FIRST READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
AMENDING PART FIVE, TRAFFIC CODE, ARTICLE 523, TITLED PARKING METERS OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF 
THE CITY OF CHESTER TO UPDATE DEFINITIONS, ESTABLISH A STADIUM DISTRICT METER ZONE, AND ESTABLISH 
DYNAMIC PRICING; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 4, 2026 was passed on its First Reading.  The 
following vote was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
BILL NO. 5 
ORD. __, 2026 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
FIRST READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, ENACTING 
NEW ARTICLE 319, ENTITLED “AMUSEMENT TAX”, OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, TO 
PROVIDE FOR AN AMUSEMENT TAX PURSUANT TO THE LOCAL TAX ENABLING ACT, 53 P.S. § 6901 ET. SEQ., TO 
PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND REPEAL ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT 
THEREWITH. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 5, 2026 was passed on its First Reading.  The 
following vote was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
 
 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester advertised Request For Proposals (RFP) for Parking Management and Enforcement 
via PennBid on March 12, 2026, at 9:00AM; and  
 

WHEREAS, the City of Chester was seeking a licensed, bonded, insured, and qualified parking management firm to 
provide comprehensive municipal parking management (staff, management reports, etc.). enforcement (ticketing, booting) and 
technology services (mobile/web payment, etc.) for the City’s on-street, municipal lots, permit parking zones, event areas, and 
any other related parking facilities; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester received three (3) proposals by 2:00pm on March 26, 2026; and 
 



 WHEREAS, the bids were thoroughly reviewed and evaluated for the lowest, most responsible parking management 
and enforcement company based on the RFP requirements. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby award Premium Parking Service, LLC (601 Poydras St. Suite 1500, New Orleans, LA  70130) for 
an initial two-year term contract for the period beginning May 1, 2026 through and including April 30, 2028, and based on written 
satisfaction by the City of Chester, an additional Year 3 Option (beginning May 1, 2028 through and including April 30, 2029), not 
to exceed $125,000.00 annually. 
 
 FURTHER, said contract is contingent upon final review and approval of the City Solicitor. 
  
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, under Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, the Secretary of the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development is authorized to extend financial assistance to communities in the 
prevention or elimination of slums or urban blight, or carry out activities which will benefit low- and moderate-income persons, or 
other urgent community development needs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Consolidated Submission for Community Planning and Development Program Regulations (24 CFR 
91) requires the preparation by the City of certain documentation as a prerequisite to access Community Development Block 
Grant and HOME Investment Partnership Program funds; and 
 
 WHEREAS, under the HOME program created by the National Affordable Housing Act of 1990, as amended, the 
Secretary of HUD is authorized to extend financial assistance to participating jurisdictions to expand the supply of decent, safe, 
sanitary, and affordable housing; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development has advised the City of Chester that under 
Fiscal Year 2026, the City is eligible to apply for an entitlement grant under the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
Program in the amount of $1,251,718.00 and the HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME) in the amount of 
$350,959.31; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester, in collaboration with the Chester Economic Development Authority, has prepared the 
Fiscal Year 2026 Annual Action Plan, which proposes how the entitlement grant funds will be expended to address the housing 
and community development needs identified in the City’s Five-Year Consolidated Plan; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City held an initial public hearing on December 8, 2025, in connection with the development of the 
Fiscal Year 2026 Annual Action Plan, a draft of the Fiscal Year 2026 Annual Action Plan was on public display from February 2, 
2026, through March 6, 2026, and a public hearing on the draft Fiscal Year 2026 Annual Action Plan was held on February 18, 
2026; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the comments of various agencies, groups, and citizens were taken into consideration in the preparation 
of the final document. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 

SECTION 1. That the Fiscal Year 2026 Annual Action Plan is hereby in all respects approved and the City Clerk 
is hereby directed to file a copy of said document with the Official Minutes of this Meeting of this 
Council. 

 
 SECTION 2. That the funding allocation for 2026 projects is attached hereto and made a part of this Resolution. 
 



 SECTION 3. That the City Council of the City of Chester is cognizant of the conditions that tare imposed in the 
undertaking and carrying out of the Community Development Block Grant Program and HOME Investment Partnerships Program 
with Federal financial assistance under Title I, including those relating to (1) the relocation of site occupants, (2) the prohibition of 
discrimination because of race, color, age, religion, sex, disability, familial status, or national origin, and (3) other assurances as 
set forth under the certifications. 
 
 SECTION 4. That the Mayor of the City of Chester, on behalf of the City Council, is authorized to file an 
Application for financial assistance with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development which has indicated its 
willingness to make available funds from the CDBG Program in the amount of $1,251,718.00 and the HOME Investment 
Partnerships Program in the amount of $350,959.31 to carry out the programs identified in the FY 2026 Annual Action Plan. 
 
 SECTION 5. That the Mayor, on behalf of the City of Chester, Pennsylvania, is authorized to provide assurances 
and/or certifications as required by the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, and any other 
supplemental or revised data which the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development may request in review of the City’s 
Application. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, 317, 321, 323, 325, and 327 E. 10th Street were demolished through the Community Development Block 
Grant Program; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester recorded liens against said properties for costs related to demolition and site 
clearance; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said properties were subsequently acquired by the Chester Redevelopment Authority in order to assemble 
land for future development; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chester Redevelopment Authority is now under agreement with a developer who intends to acquire 
such property for the development of rental housing and required parking; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chester Redevelopment Authority has requested that the City release the demolition liens against said 
properties; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City is in agreement that the development of rental housing is a desirable reuse for the said properties. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 

 
That the City of Chester does hereby approve the removal of the demolition liens recorded against 317, 321, 323, 325, 

and 327 E. 10th Street in order to facilitate the development of rental housing with required parking. 
 
  On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby approve entering into an agreement with the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission, 
(DVRPC) to accept grant funds, with no local match, in the amount of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00), for Project #26-53-
306, for the Region-wide Transportation Geographic Information Systems for the City of Chester as part of DVRPC’s fiscal year 
2026 Unified Planning Work Program, effective July 1, 2025 with a work completion date of no later than June 30, 2026. 
 
 FURTHER, that it does hereby authorize the Mayor to execute the agreement for and on behalf of the City of Chester. 



 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, that the City of Chester hereby authorizes participation in the 2025 Edward Byrne Justice Assistance 
Grant (JAG) Program in cooperation with the County of Delaware, Borough of Darby, and Township of Upper Darby. 
 
 WHEREAS, that the City of Chester agrees to the terms of the Intermunicipal Cooperation Agreement, designating the 
County of Delaware as the applicant and fiscal agent for the grant and authorizing the distribution of funds as outlined therein. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby accept an allocation in the amount of $51,492.00 to be used for eligible law enforcement and public 
safety purposes in accordance with the grant requirements. 
 
 FURTHER, that Mayor Stefan Roots and Candice Newsome, City Clerk, are hereby authorized to execute all 
documents and agreements necessary to facilitate participation in this grant program. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania has issued an Order outlining the approved composition of the 
Stormwater Authority of the City of Chester Board; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City desires to comply with the Court’s Order; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Court has ordered the Board shall consist of 5 members with staggered terms as follows: 
 
   Name     Term of Office 
   Joan Neal    October 28, 2025 
   Livia Smith    October 28, 2026 
   William Riley    October 28, 2027 
   John Shelton    October 28, 2028    
 
 WHEREAS, a said Court Order left a vacancy on the Board, with a Term to expire the first Monday in January 2029; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the City filed with the appointment of Zamon Ahmed, term to expire January 1, 2029; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the unexpected passing of John Shelton, Sr., creates a vacancy on the Board. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby appoint Susan Dennis as a member of the Stormwater Authority of the City of Chester Board, to fill 
the unexpired term of John Shelton, Sr., with a term to expire October 28, 2028. 
 
 On motion of Councilor Williams, seconded by Mayor Roots, the above Resolution was TABLED.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: Green, West.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 



 
 That it does hereby authorize the proper City official to take all necessary actions for the proper disposal of the 
municipal vehicles, listed on the attached sheet, via auction or other approved process, for the vehicles that are out of service 
and deemed as municipal surplus, in accordance with the Third-Class City Code final approval of the City Solicitor. 
 
 FURTHER, all markings and identifiable emblems shall be removed from all vehicles. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
Mayor Roots says that we had two Executive Sessions since our last meeting that was informational and to discuss 
legal matters. 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania requires municipalities be responsible for providing or arranging 
emergency medical services (“EMS”) pursuant to 38 Pa. C.S. § 8103; and 
 
 WHEREAS, due to the closure of Crozer Medical Center, the City of Chester would have been without EMS and was in 
need of a primary EMS provider; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on May 2, 2025, VMSC Emergency Medical Services began providing emergency medical services to the 
residents of the City of Chester, in accordance with the requirements of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, which include 
ambulance transportation and pre-hospital emergency care for a 12-month period. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby enter into an Amended and Restated Service Level Agreement with VMSC Emergency Medical 
Services (175 Medical Campus Drive, Lansdale, PA 19446), to provide emergency medical services, beginning on May 2, 2026 
through and including December 31, 2030, in an amount not to exceed $2,800,000.00. 
 
 FURTHER, it does authorize the Mayor to execute the agreement for and on behalf of the City of Chester. 
 
 FURTHER, agreement is contingent upon final approval of the City Solicitor. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Wiliams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
Councilwoman West left at 10:26am. 
 
 
REPORTS 

NONE 
 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
 Michael Lewis, Block Captain Chairperson says City of Chester we greatly appreciate you all for coming 
together and finding the funds to get us a shed so we can store our supplies.  There are Bins at the Library that can be 
checked out for supplies.  We do need the supplies back. 
 
 
 

Public Comment 
 
Ellen Robinson says starting in January we were supposed to have a new trash system which came and picked up recyclables 
and the trash with different trucks.  We’re almost into the fifth month and in our neighborhood if they picked up separate trash it 



may have been five times.  They mix the trash every week they come.  I was wondering why is that when it was supposed to be 
separated.  When we had the Wednesday and Friday it was better.  So how is this helping Chester? 
 
Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says we are meeting with Casella, who is the hauler, this week to address those issues. 
 
Victor Cabral, 4 Circles Beyond says we have been working with the Youth for the last four months to develop and design a 
mural that will be painted on June 27 on the fence at 2100 Providence Avenue.  There will be an unveiling celebration on June 
28th.  We would love for you’ll to be there.  
 
Angie Johnson says my neighbor and I would like to know how we can go about getting speed devices on E. 24th Street.  The 
vehicles are flying up and down the street. 
 
Andrew Hayman, Public Works Director says come to the Streets Department and get a petition.  Speed bumps cannot be 
placed on State Roads and there are certain other factors like the grade of the location, visibility, stop signs, intersections that 
may prohibit a speed bump as well. 
 
Nolan Fontaine says I do want to applaud you’ll for passing the Ethics Policy.  (Mr. Fontaine will be speaking about a phone 
call he received and there requests) On the 300 Block of W 22nd Street and Wetherill Street People were almost hit.  The 
speed bumps that you drill into the ground won’t work.  If they are the granite kind of speed bumps those will absolutely work.  
Can there by some type of School Zone or flashing lights in that area?  I know that there was no action taken on the Stormwater 
Authority today but I’m hoping Council will support the Mayor on appointing a new person in terms of fresh ideas, a new 
perspective and expertise on the Stormwater Authority.  CRCQL is hosting an (inaudible) workshop this Saturday, April 25 at the 
Library.  Hoping folks will be able to come out for that.  CRCQL will also be in front of this very location next Saturday, May 2 
leaving at 12 Noon for our annual Environmental Justice March. 
 
Amin Abdul Salim says we don’t have to speak like they speak but we certainly have to (inaudible) from our Lord.  Just give the 
Mayor and Council time to really gather their thoughts when they talk about coming together and make some good choices.  
There is quite a bit that is going to be said because no eyes have seen nor ears have heard.  So, we are going into this.  We are 
not coming out of this.  Pharaoh was a misleader.  So, we want the proper leadership.  So, we want to get in touch with our Lord 
and stay in touch with our Lord.   
 

 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 

 
Councilman Davis says welcome to the Newcomers at City Council.  Trash Pick-up…we do understand that the trash is a 
problem.  We are working to fix it as a City.  We appreciate the Residents being patient with us.  I see People in our Community 
throwing trash out the windows and not putting their trash out properly (ex. bags not tied up properly).  There are things that 
we can do as individuals to help our Community be a better place too!  Let’s be more friendly and family oriented in our 
Communities. 
 
Councilwoman Williams says (see attachment #1 *A).  Make sure you get one (attachment #1). 
 
Mayor Roots says trash/trash collections…our trash collector/hauler picks up at 9,000-10,000 households in a week.  Just 
about every week we get phone calls about maybe houses being missed.  Recycling is a common thing.  Recycling seems to be 
comingled or not picked up at all.  The number of properties that are affected may number 100-200.  When you do the math 
that’s far less than 1% of everything that we’re picking up.  We get it and we’re addressing it.  The new Trash Hauler who is very 
new to the City of Chester is still getting to know the neighborhoods.  So just be a little patient and have a little grace with us. 
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:09am. 
  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
APRIL 22, 2026      Candice Newsome, City Clerk 



 


