
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         APRIL 8, 2026   
 
                     
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:20am with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Chaplain Imam Jomandy Muhammad, Delaware County Sheriff’s Department, Assistant 
Chaplain followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. The roll was called and the following were present: 

 
 

Fred Green 
 Portia West  

Shy’Quan Davis  
Mayor Stefan Roots  

Tameka Williams (Absent) 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (March 25, 2026) 
was approved.  The following vote was taken: Yeas: Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 

 
 
Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 
Aaron Bowers says the Ordinance on its Final Reading.  I’m just coming aware of this Ordinance.  I believe it should 

have been brought to our attention as Workers of the City that would be affected by this Ethics.  I feel as though from what I have 
heard (I haven’t had the opportunity to read it) it’s a personal attack on certain members of the Union and I’m hoping that it’s not 
what it is because it seems as though that it’s a (inaudible) of our previous Contract.  It appears to be that the City is looking to 
fire or get rid of some people.  That’s been the tone and that’s the attitude for me seems to be coming in to work.  The work 
environment hasn’t been the best as it could be with that lingering over people’s heads. 

 
Councilwoman West says it’s been out there for a while.  It has been an opportunity I believe for Employees to read 

this. 
 
Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says it’s been on the website.  There’s nothing in this Ethics Policy that targets any 

Employees whether they be union or not union employees.  If there is specific issues that you have I will be happy to talk to you 
about that. 

 
Councilman Green says that was the reason that I requested that we have a meeting for the Employees so that we 

could go through this with them.  I know it’s been on the website but I don’t know if there was any communication that we sent to 
Employees letting them know that there is an Ethics Policy and all Employees will have to adhere to it and sign it. 

 
 

 
OLD BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS 
 
Mayor Roots says (see attachment #1 *A).  Crozer Hospital (see attachment #1 *B).  State of the City (see attachment #2).  
This morning at 221 Jeffrey Street there was a fire.  The Gentleman got badly burned.  We’re hoping that the Wife and Daughter 
won’t be found in that house. 
 
 

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Ordinances. 
 
 



BILL NO. 1 
ORD. 1, 2026 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
LAST AND FINAL READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA; ENACTING NEW ARTICLE 149, 
ENTITLED “CODE OF ETHICS” TO AMEND THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA, 
1978, AS SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED, TO ESTABLISH ETHICAL STANDARDS OF CONDUCT FOR ALL SUCH 
OFFICIALS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY, ITS AGENCIES AND AUTHORITIES, WHETHER ELECTED OR APPOINTED, 
BY SETTING FORTH THOSE ACTS OR ACTIONS WHICH ARE INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE 
CITY OF CHESTER, REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT THEREWITH. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 1, 2026 was passed on its Last and Final 
Reading.  The following vote was taken: Yeas: Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to 65 P.S. §§ 66.1-66.9, commonly known as the “Right-to-Know Law” the City of Chester is 
required to designate an official or employee as the Open Records Officer; and  
 

WHEREAS, due to the reorganization of job duties it has been determined the City of Chester needs to appoint a new 
Open Records Officer. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby ratify the appointment of Candice Newsome as the Open Records Officer for the City of Chester, 
effective April 1, 2026. 
 
 FURTHER, it does authorize the proper City official to register the change with the Pennsylvania Office of Open 
Records. 
 
 EVEN FURTHER, said official is authorized to take the necessary steps to meet the Pennsylvania Office of Open 
Records Posting Requirements under Section 504(b). 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That Janell Brown shall be and is hereby appointed as Acting City Clerk in the absence or the inability of Candice 
Newsome, City Clerk, to act is such capacity. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester prepared Substantial Amendment No. 1 to the HOME-ARP Allocation Plan in order to 
revise the current HOME-ARP budget: and  



 
 WHEREAS, the City prepared a revised HOME-ARP budget to reprogram funding from Supportive Services and Non-
Profit Operating line items to the Rental Housing Development line item; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester has met the Citizen Participation Plan requirements for the public comment period and 
public hearing. 
 

1. That Substantial Amendment No. 1 is hereby approved. 
 

2. The HOME-ARP budget is revised as follows: 
a. Delete the Supportive Services line item in the amount of $132,027.00. 
b. Delete the Non-Profit Operating line item in the amount of $66,013.00. 
c. Increase the Development of Affordable Rental Housing line item to a total of $1,188,244.00. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, Resolution No. 38-2026 was adopted by Chester City Council on March 25, 2026; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Chester City Council wishes to amend language in the adopted Resolution. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby amend the language in the “Now Therefore” section of Resolution No. 38-2026 to read as follows: 
 
 “That it formally rescinds Resolution #166-2021 and establishes City Council‘s policy that privatization efforts be 
outright rejected and that any monetization efforts ensure that the Authority remains in public hands to the benefit of the citizens 
of the City of Chester.” 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester received a quote for the Chester Police Station Repairs – Phase 2 Repair Exterior 
Insulation Finishing Systems (EIFS) and Exterior Window Caulking – Top Two Floors only (Floor 3 and 4), American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) Project #36; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a quote for the project is from S.J. Thomas Company, Inc., in the total amount of $382,839.03; and 
 
 WHEREAS, funding for said project will be from the American Rescue Plan Act. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby accept the quote from S.J. Thomas Company, Inc., for the Chester Police Station Repairs – Phase 
2 Repair EIFS and Window Caulking – Top Two Floors only (Floor 3 and 4), American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Project #36 not 
to exceed the total amount of $382,839.03. 
 
 FURTHER, it does authorize the proper City official to execute the necessary documents to proceed with the project. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 



 
 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Chester, Delaware County, Pennsylvania is required under Act 141 of the Liquor 
Code, to hold a public hearing following a request for an Inter-municipal Transfer of a Liquor License; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a request for an Inter-municipal Transfer of Liquor License was received from Aramark Sports and 
Entertainment Services, LLC (“Applicant”) for the property 12 Reaney Street, Chester, PA 19013 (“Premises’); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Liquor Code stipulates that, prior to adoption of a resolution by the receiving municipality, at least one 
public hearing be held for the purpose of permitting individuals residing within the municipality to make comments and 
recommendations regarding the applicant’s intent to transfer a liquor license into the receiving municipality; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a Public Hearing on said request was advertised in the Delaware County Daily Times on March 25, 2026; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, a Public Hearing was held on the request for an Inter-municipal Transfer on April 6, 2026, at 1:30p.m., at 
which time testimony was presented by the Applicant and documents were entered into the record; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Act requires the applicant obtain from the receiving municipality a decision by way of a resolution 
about the Applicant’s request prior to an Applicant’s submission of an application to the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby approve the transfer of Pennsylvania Restaurant Liquor License No. R-9212, Movie Grill Concepts 
XXV, LLC d/b/a Studio Movie Grill, 53 S. 69th Street, Upper Darby, PA  19082, to Aramark Sports and Entertainment Services, 
LLC for use at a restaurant facility located at 12 Reaney Street, Chester, PA. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that any transfers, designations and assignments of a license hereunder is subject to 
approval by the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
 
 
REPORTS 

NONE 
 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
 Marquise Bailey, New Member of Chester Housing Authority (see attachment #3). 
 
 Justin Tibbels, Special Assistant to the Mayor – Citizen Request Button (see attachment #4). 
 
 
 

Public Comment 
 
Kyle (K.C.) Davis says I’d like to have an Artist do a mural of Ny’Ques on two walls.  I am paying for it.  I’m just asking for 
approval from Council. 
 
Rosalyn Davis says thank you Mayor for writing the article on Ny’Ques.  He had a big heart.  We will pay for it.  We’re just 
asking for your help. 
 
Victor Cabral, 4 Circles Beyond says we’ve been working with CRCQL on advocating for the introduction passage of the “Stop 
Trashing Our Air Act” in Philadelphia and the Youth in our Fellowship Program wrote letters (see attachment #5) (is one that he 
read). 



 
Jamiel Cottman says with the App, what is the time frame for the issue to be resolved.  This past Saturday, the Easter Egg 
Hunt in Sun Village was a great, great turnout.  Special shout-out to Councilman Davis for being there the entire time. 
 
Michael Lewis, Block Captain Committee says I’ve been taking walks and it was the most educational.  Down at 2nd & Wilson 
down to the train tracks there used to be a park with a pool that was funded by PECO.  I even talked with the Elders.  I hope that 
Elders would consider joining some of these boards.  They need some knowledge; some reference to what you’ll seen in the 
past.   
 
Aaron Bowers says thank you for your comments in regard to the matter.  I would like to read the Ethics Policy for my 
knowledge and understanding also as a Shop Steward3 and I appreciate your transparency. 
 
Althea Freeman says a family member received a bench warrant that is from 2024.  She never received any paperwork.  It says 
public nuisance.  I didn’t know that when you call for help that you are the nuisance.  I have a problem with this.  I’m not 
understanding why it was just presented…2026.  But this happened…2024. 
 
Police Commissioner Blackwell says whoever is the issuing authority that’s who she needs to contact. 
 
Brown Williams says behind where the Pep Boys used to be needs to be cleaned out.  2nd and 3rd of Engle needs to be cleaned 
out.  When are you going to put them benches back so that the old people can sit down.  We had everything before.  The kids 
don’t have anything to do.  When are you going to fix the holes and sweep the streets?  
 
Amin Abdul Salim says shorter and briefer.  God is going to do (inaudible).  (Inaudible) halfway decent.  We are not there.  
Total decency is what our Lord wants us to have.  Some don’t want us to have decency.  They push.  Dog is the reverse of God.  
To keep us (inaudible) total decency of our Lord.  What we are trying to establish now.  God he said spend and I will spend on 
you.  Spend in a way that our Lord is pleased with. 
 
 

 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 

 
Mayor Roots says we met in an Executive Session before this Council Meeting to discuss legal and personnel issues. 
 
Councilwoman West says (see attachment #1 *C).  I’d like to say with regards to Ny’Ques and other Young People that lost 
their lives here in Chester…I’d like to see if Mayor and Council can get together and talk about what we can do to honor these 
children whose lives have been taken.  
 
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:56am. 
  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
APRIL 8, 2026      Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


