COUNCIL CHAMBERS
MARCH 25, 2026

MEETING OF THE
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:04am with Mayor Roots
presiding. A prayer was said by Rev. Florence Freeman, Pastor of Temple Prayer Church, Chester PA followed by the
Pledge of Allegiance. The roll was called and the following were present:

Fred Green
Portia West
Shy’Quan Davis
Mayor Stefan Roots
Tameka Williams (Absent)

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (March 11, 2026)
was approved. The following vote was taken: Yeas: Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.

Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.

VJ Kapoor, Receiver says I'm here to speak on two Agenda ltems...The First Reading of the Ethics Policy and
Resolution #38. 1 would say for these that when the City is out of Bankruptcy and out of Receivership, you are going to look back
on this Meeting as a turning point. Those two agenda items are credibly important. With the Ethics Policy, you are holding
yourselves to a higher standard. | hope you all pass the First Reading of this Ethics Policy today. Resolution #38 is setting forth
your policy, your vision on what you believe should be the policy with respect to the Chester Water Authority. | hope it does pass
unanimously today.

Livia Smith says Resolution 36. Can you give me some clarity. What are you working on?
Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says that is a change order with the General Contractor, Davis Construction, who is working

on the Public Works Building. There was a change order required for making sure that we had local participation of laborer(s)
from Laborer 413 on site.

OLD BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS

Mayor Roots says | just returned from a session that was with six other City Mayors sponsored by the U.S. Conference of
Mayors on how to get our Cities to use Sports and Entertainment as an economic driver for our Cities.

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Ordinances.

BILL NO. 1
ORD. __, 2026

AN ORDINANCE
FIRST READING



AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA; ENACTING NEW ARTICLE 149,
ENTITLED “CODE OF ETHICS” TO AMEND THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA,
1978, AS SUPPLEMENTED AND AMEDNDED, TO ESTABLISH ETHICAL STANDARDS OF CONDUCT FOR ALL SUCH
OFFICIALS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY, ITS AGENCIES AND AUTHORITIES, WHETHER ELECTED OR APPOINTED,
BY SETTING FORTH THOSE ACTS OR ACTIONS WHICH ARE INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE
CITY OF CHESTER, REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT THEREWITH.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 1, 2026 was passed on its First Reading. The
following vote was taken: Yeas: Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions.

RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the following individuals have requested a handicap parking zone:

Elsie Elaine Oakley, 2511 West 7t Street;
Cyrise Lynnett Dixon, 2539 West 7 Street;
Donna M. Crawford, 44 East 22 Street;
Lorraine Scott, 1218 Pine Street;

Kimberly A. Mitchell, 509 Wilson Street;
June Estelle Zettle, 27 West 21st Street;
Bernessa D. Parson, 2000 West 4t Street;
Robin Toogood, 928 Madison Street;

. Adaria D. Bobo, 1153 Meadow Lane;

10. Arthur English, 241 West 21st Street;

11. Kimberly Rucker, 826 West 8! Street;

12. Victoria Jennings, 2721 S. Forwood Street;
13. Yolanda Ruddle, 2914 West 11t Street;
14. Floyd Banks, Sr., 1226 Pine Lane; and
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WHEREAS, after a thorough investigation by the Department of Public Works, it has been determined the
aforementioned individuals have met all of the required criteria and have a need for said handicap parking zone.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby authorize the proper City officials to install a handicap parking zone in the 2500 Block of West 7t
Street; in the 2500 Block of West 7t Street; in the Unit Block of East 22n Street; in the 1200 Block of Pine Lane; in the 500 Block
of Wilson Street; in the Unit Block of West 21st Street; in the 2000 Block of West 4t Street; in the 900 Block of Madison Street; in
the 1100 Block of Meadow Lane; in the 200 Block of West 21st Street; in the 800 Block of West 8th Street; in the 2700 Block of S.
Forwood Street; in the 2900 Block of West 11t Street; and in the 1200 Block of Pine Lane.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Edward “Ed” Nelson, Sr., for years secretly lived with illiteracy, hiding his struggle with words behind
confidence and routine. Determined to grow, in 1996, Ed learned how to read, he returned to school and graduated from
Wilmington High School and later attended Delaware County Community College in pursuit of a degree in Criminal Justice; and

WHEREAS, Ed is a United States Army Veteran. He served as the PR Director of The Positive Image Youth
Organization under the direction of George Walker in Wilmington, Delaware and later Director of Men About Change in



Philadelphia working with Dr. Dorothy Johnson Speight Founder of Mothers in Charge, along with Reuben Jones Founder of
Frontline Dads to combat violence and mentor youth; and

WHEREAS, Ed is a devoted single parent who raised his children independently, after his children were grown and
established, he married his loving supportive wife, Shannon Nelson; and

WHEREAS, Ed has made Potter Street his mission and is an advocate for lowering crime rates, marched to stop
violence, protested for better schooling, and worked alongside respected leaders in Chester and Philadelphia.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby authorize the installation of an honorary street sign, renaming a portion of Potter Street at Rose
Street, to Edward “Ed” Nelson Way, in recognition of his dedication to his community and to serve as a visible reminder that a life
transformed can transform a neighborhood.

FURTHER, it does authorize the Department of Public Works to order and install the aforementioned sign.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Green, West, Davis. Nays: Mayor Roots.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Denise Nicole White, professionally known as Avery*Sunshine, was born in the City of Chester, on May
22,1975, to Ruth Eleanor White and the late Irving Cyril White; and

WHEREAS, Denise White began playing piano at the age of eight years old, and began studying both classical and
jazz music by the age of thirteen; and

WHEREAS, during her high school years, Ms. White performed with the award-winning Wilmington/Chester Mass
Choir; and

WHEREAS, Denise White adopted the stage name of Avery*Sunshine and partnered with Dana “BigDane” Johnson to
release her self-titled first album on BigShine Recordings, their own label, in 2010; and

WHEREAS, Avery*Sunshine had four top twenty hits on the Billboard Charts, including the #1 hit single “Call My
Name”; and

WHEREAS, Avery*Sunshine won Best Progressive R&B Album for “So Glad To Know You” at the 67t Annual Grammy
Awards on February 2, 2025; and

WHEREAS, Avery*Sunshine is an inspiring and captivating musical artist who has amassed an international audience
spanning over 180 countries, which grows with every performance and stream of her heart-warming, enlightening music.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby authorize the installation of an honorary street sign, renaming a portion of Edwards Street at West
4 Street, to Avery*Sunshine Way in recognition of her talent, remarkable creativity, positivity and achievements and to serve as
a visible reminder to SHINE NO MATTER WHAT!

FURTHER, it does authorize the Department of Public Works to order and install the aforementioned sign.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION



WHEREAS, the Delaware County Regional Water Quality Control Authority (DELCORA) expressed interest in and
intended to purchase a parcel of land located at West 2nd Street (Route 291) and Lloyd Streets; and

WHEREAS, DELCORA determined the lot would not be conducive to their needs; and

WHEREAS, the City of Chester expressed an interest in relocating its current Public Works Garage facility to a
different location as the current location is no longer sufficient for the City’s needs; and

WHEREAS, DELCORA agreed to purchase a certain lot or parcel of ground, owned by the City of Chester, located at
Second and Dock Street, designated as Tax Map Parcel No. 49-06-00049-00; and

WHEREAS, the City has agreed to sale this property in “AS IS CONDITION".

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby accept the purchase price of $1,375,000 from DELCORA for the parcel of ground, owned by the
City of Chester, located at Second and Dock Street, designated as Tax Map Parcel No. 49-06-00049-00, in addition, DELCORA
agrees to reimburse the City $131,130.95 for Development Costs for a total amount of $1,506,130.95.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Chester authorized entering into a contract with Davis Construction on July 23,
2025, as the general contractor for the construction of a new Public Works Facility, ARPA Project #27, at a total contract value of
$4,825,353.00; and

WHEREAS, change order COR-0001 in the amount of $83,014.00 for additional unanticipated work was approved by
Chester City Council on October 22, 2025, increasing the contract value to $4,908,367.00; and

WHEREAS, change order COR-002 in the amount of $9,886.00 for a larger construction trailer was approved by
Chester City Council on November 12, 2025, increasing the contract value to $4,918,253.00; and

WHEREAS, change order COR-003 was submitted by Davis Construction in the amount of $76,055.20 to add a Local
413 Laborer” related Contract Allowance. This Contract Allowance shall be used to supplement the limited amount of Local 413
labor initially proposed by the Contractor for completion of the Contract scope of work.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby approve Change Order #3 (COR-0003) in the amount of $76,055.20 increasing the contract value
between the City of Chester and Davis Construction to $4,994,308.20.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the City of Chester received a quote for the Chester City Hall Police Department Repairs and New
Evidence Room, American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Project #36; and

WHEREAS, a quote for the project is from S.J. Thomas Company, Inc., in the total amount of $210,776.23; and
WHEREAS, funding for said project will be from the American Rescue Plan Act.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:



That it does hereby accept the quote from S.J. Thomas Company, Inc., for roof replacement, Phase | of the Chester
City Hall Police Department Repairs and new Evidence Room (ARPA Project #36), not to exceed the total amount of
$210,776.23.

FURTHER, that it does authorize the proper City official to execute the necessary documents to proceed with the
project.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the City of Chester passed Resolution #166-2021, on October 13, 2021, which stated in part that “it is in
the best interests of the City to sell the System (i.e. Chester Water Authority) to Aqua....”; and

WHEREAS, City Council wishes to formally go on the public record and clearly state its position that is emphatically
opposed to any sale of the assets of the Chester Water Authority (the “Authority”) to any private company or corporate utility who
are largely beholden to their shareholders and not ratepayers and residents of the City of Chester; and

WHEREAS, City Council also recognizes that in order to emerge successfully from its current bankruptcy proceedings,
additional financial resources will be required and monetization of City-owned assets can provide a viable path forward; and

WHEREAS, any monetization of the City’s ownership interest in the Authority must result in the Authority remaining
publicly owned in order to protect the long-term interest of the residents of the City of Chester.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it formally rescinds Resolution #166-2021 and directs future Board appointees to the Chester Water Authority to
support City Council’s policy position that privatization efforts be outright rejected and that any monetization efforts ensure that
the Authority remains in public hands to the benefit of the citizens of the City of Chester.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, on November 23, 2022, John Shelton, Sr., was reappointed as a member of the Chester Water Authority
Board for a five-year term; and

WHEREAS, the unexpected passing of John Shelton, Sr., creates a vacancy on the aforementioned Board.
NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby appoint Thomas Moore, as a member of the Chester Water Authority Board, to fill the unexpired
five-year term of John Shelton, Sr.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

REPORTS

Fran Golson, City Treasurer says this is a reminder about our tax bills. The period ends March 31 to take
advantage of the 2% discount. You’re also able to take advantage of the base period before any penalties or interest
are added. That period ends on May 31. The tax bills now end on December 31 (last day to pay your 2026 taxes)...no
longer on February 15.



PRESENTATIONS
None

Public Comment
Jamiel Cottman says (see attachment #1 *A).

Livia Smith says | noticed on the last agenda that you are putting out another Bid for a Parking Authority. | know we have gone
through three phases. We've had one once before in another Administration where Residents did not have to pay. Then you
had a Parking Authority under this administration that had to pay. Now | see you are putting out a bid once again for another
Parking Authority. You also mentioned today, Mr. Mayor Financial Disclosure. We never seem to have any Financial Reports
here at this Meeting letting the Taxpayers know how their money is being spent and approved. Who is approving the finances
for the City? Contracts...you have a Five-year contract with a trash provider and the services are not that great. They are
mixing up the trash. So, you are not going to get any money from your recycling efforts. A body was found in Chester Park last
Friday. Who is the unknown person?

Mayor Roots says every month our CFO has a Finance Committee Meeting where he presents the monthly finances/
reconciliation of what was spent and what is left to spend in the various departments. Recycling...| think what | heard is that the
amount of recycling received in this first couple of months with the new trash hauler is more than what we were getting from the
last trash hauler.

Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says last year’s trash hauler had roughly 74 tons of recycling in the first 3 months of 2025 that was
collected. In the first two months of this year, 2026, Casella collected 64 tons.

Susan Dennis says | have watched them co-mingle trash. | don't know how we are getting all this tonnage. | just want an
update on Deshong? Do we know any more than what we talked about? | was wondering about Welsh Street since it's getting
worse. | was just wondering if there is some kind of grant to do that portion of the street.

Mayor Roots says we hear the Community and their comments with how the trash is being handled and we're checking them
out. I'would ask the questions of Deshong to the County. They are the Stewards and the ones that have the RFP out. They
don’t keep us updated.

Brown Williams says none of you'll have come to my house yet except for white folks coming there and killed my Grandson.
Who is the Secretary to tell how much money has been spent. You'll need to do something up on 9t & Engle...all those cars in
the street. Some little kids are going to get hurt coming out of the basketball courts. Don’t wait until it's too late. You need to
drop the courts down a little lower for these small kids that are up there playing. The big kids took their ball. We need to clean
up Chester a little bit. You go down there on Engle Street behind those houses there are high weeds...down 7t Street there is a
lot of trash...Booth Street, People are dumping trash at night.

Ed Nelson says Mr. Mayor is there something between you and | that we need to talk privately about because this is starting to
get old when every time someone comes to acknowledge me.

Mayor Roots says we will have a meeting.

Zulene Mayfield says | am very proud that the Ethics Policy has finally come. We all know that Philadelphia sends a whole lot
of trash here to Chester to burn. On April 9 @ 10a. the Philadelphia City Council will take up the Resolution to vote on it as to
whether or not if they will continue to send trash to the City of Chester. We are asking that Everybody, every Member of Council
shows up to that Council Meeting! CRCQL will be having some buses available. We need to go and tell these People to stop
trashing us!



MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS

NONE

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:13am.

Respectfully submitted,

MARCH 25, 2026 Candice Newsome, City Clerk



