
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         MARCH 11, 2026   
 
                     
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 7:03pm with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Rev. Hilda Campbell, Trainer United Methodist Church and Chester Police Chaplain 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. The roll was called and the following were present: 

 
 
 

Tameka Williams  
Fred Green 
 Portia West  

Mayor Stefan Roots  
Shy’Quan Davis (Absent) 

 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (February 25, 2026) 
was approved.  The following vote was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 

 
 
Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 
Tyler Rodriguez says just a comment on R-23, I understand that it’s very much in (inaudible) stages.  But I would just 

ask the City to be leery because there are people who take advantage of us.  There have been cases across the Country where 
there are Parking Companies will come with a sweet (inaudible) deal then take control of our streets. 

 
 
OLD BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS 

NONE 
 
 
Councilman Green says let’s take a moment of silence for one of Chester’s Soldiers, Mr. John Shelton, Sr. 
 
 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the proper City official to prepare an advertisement for Request For Proposal (RFP) for 
Parking Management and Enforcement to be made available via PennBid. 
 
 FURTHER, it does hereby authorize the proper City official to advertise the aforementioned notice. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 



 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize testing to be given to all eligible candidates for the position of Firefighter in the City of 
Chester Bureau of Fire. 
 
 FURTHER, that it does hereby authorize the proper City official to advertise for testing to establish a civil service list for 
the position. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Wiliams, Green, West, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, Chester City Council has appointed a Civil Service Commission to serve the City of Chester as required 
by law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chester City Civil Service Commission has promulgated updated Rules and Regulations to the City of 
Chester Public Safety Committee, and same it intended to govern the operation of the Civil Service Commission and are 
designed to ensure fair, transparent, and non-partisan personnel administration, preventing arbitrary, political, or discriminatory 
employment practices; and  
 
 WHEREAS, on March 2, 2026, the City of Chester Public Safety Committee met and took action to forward same to 
Chester City Council with a recommendation that the updated Rules and Regulations be formally adopted; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester desires to update its Civil Service Rules and Regulations, to comply with the current 
laws of the Commonwealth pertaining to same; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby adopt the 2026 Rules and Regulations as the official Rules and Regulations of the Civil Service 
Commission of the City of Chester and repeal any prior Civil Service Rules and Regulations.  
 
 FURTHER, said 2026 Rules and Regulations shall take effect immediately upon its legal enactment. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Wiliams, Green, West, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby ratify entering into an agreement with Chester Water Authority to furnish and install 80 feet of 8-
inch DICL main pipe, one (1) 6-inch diameter dual service and one (1) public fire hydrant for the new Public Works Building for 
an amount not to exceed $11,925.00. 
 
 FURTHER, that it does ratify the Chief of Staff and City Clerk to execute said agreement for and on behalf of the City 
of Chester. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Wiliams, Green, West, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 



 
 That it does authorize the proper City official to obtain construction/repair quotes from the Keystone Purchasing 
Network (KPN) for Police Station Repairs and Upgrades, American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Project #36. 
 
 FURTHER, the City of Chester is a member of the Keystone Purchasing Network. 
 
 FURTHER, the Keystone Purchasing Network is an acceptable cooperative purchasing method as outlined in the City 
of Chester Purchasing Policy and Procurement Manual, approved 5/25/2022. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Wiliams, Green, West, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That the officials of the City of Chester, Delaware County, Pennsylvania, in regular session assembled on the 11 th day 
of March, 2026, do hereby make application of County Liquid Fuel Funds in the amount of Forty Thousand One Hundred Ninety-
four Dollars ($40,194.00) to be used for the 2026 Street Resurfacing Program. 
 
 FURTHER, that all materials used and work done hereunder shall conform to the current Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation specifications or specifications approved by the Department and all work done within the legal right of way. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Wiliams, Green, West, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester received a quote for Environmental Testing and other Engineering related services for 
the Police Station Repairs and Upgrades, American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Project #36; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a quote for the project is from MG Engineering in the total amount of $31,500.00; and  
 
 WHEREAS, funding for said project will be from the American Rescue Plan Act. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby accept the quote from MG Engineering for Environmental Testing and other Engineering related 
services for the Police Station Repairs and Upgrades (ARPA Project #36), not to exceed the total amount of $31,500.00. 
 
 FURTHER, it does authorize the proper City official to execute the necessary documents to proceed with the project. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Wiliams, Green, West, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester received a quote for Environmental Testing and Report for the Sun Village Park 
Pavilion Repairs, American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Project #19; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a quote for the project is from MG Engineering in the total amount of $6,950.00; and  
 
 WHEREAS, funding for said project will be from the American Rescue Plan Act. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 



 That it does hereby accept the quote from MG Engineering for Environmental Testing and Report for the Sun Village 
Park Pavilion Repairs (ARPA Project #19), not to exceed the total amount of $6,950.00 
 
 FURTHER, it does authorize the proper City official to execute the necessary documents to proceed with the project. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Wiliams, Green, West, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester received a construction repair quote for the Sun Village Park Pavilion Repairs, 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Project #19; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a quote for the project is from S.J. Thomas Company, Inc., in the total amount of $264,969.63; and  
 
 WHEREAS, funding for said project will be from the American Rescue Plan Act. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby accept the quote from S.J. Thomas Company, Inc., for the Sun Village Park Pavilion Repairs 
(ARPA Project #19), not to exceed the total amount of $264,969.63. 
 
 FURTHER, it does authorize the proper City official to execute the necessary documents to proceed with the project. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Wiliams, Green, West, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
 
 
 
REPORTS 

Richard Troutman, Chief Financial Officer says this is a friendly reminder about taxes and rubbish bills are 
due by the end of March (31st) in order to get the 2% discount.  Then after that, 2 months at face value.  Then after that a 
10% penalty. 

 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 Andrew Hayman, Public Works Director – Public Works Presentation (See attachment #1) 
 Mayor and Council – Women’s History Month Proclamation (See attachment #2) 
 Kristin B. Motley, Health Commissioner – Bureau of Health Update (See attachment #3) 
 Michael Lewis, Chester City Block Captain – (See attachment #4 *A) 
 
 
 

Public Comment 
 
Tyler Rodriquez says there was a comment brought up at the previous Zoning Board Meeting about looking at our Codes and 
making some updates.  I wanted to find out how to provide input or attend the Meetings themselves. 
 
Mayor Roots says I would recommend that you talk directly to the Zoning Department.  You can chat with the Director, Mr. Paul 
Fritz after the Meeting. 
 
Brown Williams says on 6th & Highland Avenue, those guys was fixing those houses up.  Somebody stopped them.  I don’t 
know who stopped them but they should be glad they are fixing them up.  If you go all the way down 4th Street and 7th Street, 
they have holes in the roads.  Stormwater is collecting People money and there not doing nothing on 5th and 6th Street.  The 
Church on Parker Street is a sore eye.  It’s been burned down for three or four years.  Why haven’t they completely torn it down?  



We have a lot of vacant/abandoned buildings falling down.  Somebody is going to get killed around some of those buildings.  We 
got to do something.  What you’ll building down on Front Street down by Pennell Street? 
 
 
Tyrone and Sherry Tyler says there is a nuisance bar at 6th & Harwick.  We are being blocked in.  We would like No Parking 
Signs on Woodrow and Residential Parking Signs on 7th & Harwick.  There are also abandoned cars on the block.   
 
Victor Cabral, 4 Circles Beyond says (see attachment #5). 
 
Livia Smith says the street sign at 19th & Hyatt Street is gone.  Can we get signs around the Parks that say, “Deer Crossing” 
and “Squirrel Crossing”?  I don’t know about your allocation for trees but these dead trees are falling (25th & Providence). 
Dumping…if you have dumping do you wait until someone calls you to pick up the dumping or you have people going around?  
There is some on Reaney Street under the railroad track.  When does the ARPA money expire? 
 
Mayor Roots says ARPA money expires when it’s spent.  But it all must be spent by the end of this year.  
 
Mayor Roots says we did meet in an Executive Session on Monday to discuss legal issues and other matters pertaining 
to City business. 
 
Amin Abdul Salim says this war seems to be one that should grab our attention a bit more than others.  God said “They are 
(inaudible) they do not say (inaudible).  We came up saying that “I’m going to do such and such if the good Lord will.  All we see 
is bitterness and disorderly among us.  One day in the sight of your Lord is worth 50,000 of your years.  Get how we are 
supposed to be…looking to the Lord. 
 

 
 

**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office 
 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 
 
Mayor Roots says make sure you grab one of these (attachment #4). 
 
Councilwoman West says the National Congress of Black Women, Delaware County Chapter on the 21st of March will have 
their C. Delores Tucker Brunch at the Phoenix Ballroom at 10am.  Our very own Commissioner Katrina Blackwell, Amanda 
Johnson and Jessie Powell are being honored.  The National Association of Negro Business and Professional Women, Chester 
Chapter, we were going to have a Black History Program on February 28 here at City Hall and we had to reschedule it due to the 
weather conditions.  We rescheduled to March 15.  It’s a free event and our very own Mayor is going to be a speaker for that 
event. 
 
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 8:38pm. 
  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
MARCH 11, 2026      Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


