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CHESTER. PA.
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

— Proclamation —
HONORING WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

WHEREAS, March is nationally recognized as Women’s History Month, a time to honor and celebrate
the countless contributions of women to the social, economic, cultural, and political
advancement of the United States; and

WHEREAS, throughout our nation’s history, women have broken barriers, expanded opportunities,
strengthened families, built institutions, led movements for justice and equality,
and shaped the course of American progress; and

WHEREAS, the City of Chester -- Pennsylvania’s first and oldest city -- stands as a living testament to
resilience, innovation, and transformation, proudly embracing its identity as a community
Where History Meets Progress; and

WHEREAS, Chester’s own daughters have made indelible marks on the world stage, including the
legendary Ethel Waters, for example, whose groundbreaking career in music, film, and Broadway opened
doors for generations of performers and exemplified excellence, courage, and perseverance; and

WHEREAS, Chester has been shaped and sustained by generations of extraordinary women -- educators,
entrepreneurs, artists, healthcare professionals, public servants, faith leaders, mothers, mentors, and
advocates -- whose leadership continues to move our city forward; and

WHEREAS, women leaders in Chester today serve at every level of civic life, from City Council and
municipal departments to neighborhood block captains, nonprofit executives, small business owners, and
community organizers, ensuring that our city’s future is brighter, more inclusive, and more equitable; and

WHEREAS, sororities, women’s ministries, and women-led organizations throughout Chester -- including
local chapters of historically Black Greek-letter organizations, civic associations, and community-based
groups -- play a vital role in mentoring youth, providing scholarships, promoting public health, advancing
economic empowerment, and strengthening the fabric of our neighborhoods; and

WHEREAS, as our nation commemorates 250 years of American independence, the City of Chester
proudly acknowledges that women have always been central to the American story, and to Chester’s story,
helping to define who we are and who we aspire to be;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mayor Stefan Roots, and the members of the Council of the City of Chester, do
hereby proclaim March 2026 as WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH in the City of Chester, and encourage
all residents to honor the achievements of women past and present, to support the advancement of women
and girls, and to continue building a city where opportunity, leadership, and progress are accessible to all.

Presented this 11" Day of March 2026.

L I reDD

SPEFAN ROOTS, MAYOR

e

PORTIA WEST, COUNCILWOMAN
TAMEKA WILLIAMS, COUNCILWOMAN
FRED GREEN, COUNCILMAN
SHY’QUAN DAVIs, COUNCILMAN
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