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The meeting of the CHESTER CITY PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING was called 
to order at 2:06 pm on April 10, 2024, by Chair Susan Dennis.   
 
Present: 
 
Susan Dennis, Chair 
Leola Williams, Vice-Chair 
Shirlene Laws, Member 
Harry Cottman, Member 
 
Absent: 
 
Eartha Banks, Secretary 
 
Also Present: 
Kim Pinder-Garner, Assistant Planning Director 
Joan Neal, Former Assistant Planning Director 
David Schwartz, Collier’s Engineering Firm 
 
Roll Call was taken. 
 
*The original recording of the meeting were erased before the minutes could be written 
off of them. These minutes are from Kim Pinder-Garner’s best recollection of the 
meeting.* 
 
Chair Susan Dennis asked if there were any corrections to the minutes and for a motion to 
accept the minutes. 
 
Moved by Leola Williams   Seconded by Shirlene Laws 
 
All 4 members voted yes 
 



Chair Susan Dennis turned the meeting over to the former Assistant Planning Director, 
Joan Neal. 
 
Assistant Planning Director, Joan Neal, explained to the Commission that going forward 
Kim Pinder-Garner, will be the Assistant Planner and we do not have a Planner in the 
Department yet, and that they are still interviewing. This will be her last time presenting. 
 
Plan Title: Reverse Subdivision 
Location: 2711-2713 Lehman Street. 
Proposal: The applicant is seeking to reverse subdivide 2 lots into 1 lot in the R-3 (Medium 
Density Residential) District and to combine 2 dwellings, into 1. 
 
Joan Neal, Former Assistant Planning Director added that the applicant is not here and 
asked if they could conduct the  meeting with the owner answering questions from her 
phone. All were in favor. 
 
Leola Williams asked, if the applicant was having two addresses have one address and one 
entrance? 
 
Mr. Huiracocha (Strong Spanish accent), stated that when he purchased the house it was already 
this way and he gets two tax bills. He added he didn’t want that. 
 
Ms. Pinder-Garner added that the applicant purchased a house that was on two 
properties that had two addresses and now wish to complete the process, the correct way, 
to enable the applicant to consolidate the lots into one and have the two houses legally 
become one.  
 
Chair Susan Dennis asked, if they had opened a wall inside the two houses. 
 
Mr. Huiracocha said it was that way when he bought it and he didn’t remove anything. 
 
Kim Pinder-Garner added that the structural plans are being looked at by our new 
Engineering Firm that was brought on by the city and introduced Dave Schwartz as the 
in-house Engineer for Colliers. 
 
Dave introduced himself and stated that they will be going out to look at the property to 
see if the common wall, removed, will compromise the structure. 
 
 
Chair Susan Dennis asked if there were any more questions.  Hearing None, she called for 
the motion to approve the application for 2711-2713 Lehman Street’s Reverse Subdivision 



and lot consolidation, with conditions that there be a Final Review by the City Engineer, 
the Fire Commissioner and the Delaware County Planning Department. 
 
Moved by Leola Williams   Seconded by Shirlene Laws 
 
All 4 members voted yes. 
 
Chairman’s Report: 
 
None 
 
Planning Director’s Report: 
 
By Right Approvals for November 2023 to February 2024. 
Joan Neal explained that Kim Pinder-Garner, going forward, will be her point of contact 
and that she was told we hired a Planner and he starts his position in July. 
 
Kim Pinder-Garner exchanged phone numbers with all members of the Planning 
Commission. 
 
Chair Susan Dennis asked if there was any other business. 
 
Kim Pinder-Garner mentioned that the Zoning Hearing Board Members are going to be 
going to classes, paid for by the city, in June. Ms. Pinder-Garner added, that she will be 
looking for classes for the Planning Commission as well, in the future. 
 
 
Chair Susan Dennis asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Moved by  Leola Williams       Seconded by Harry Cottman 
 
All 4 members were in favor of adjourning the meeting. 
 
Chair Susan Dennis adjourned the meeting at 2:22 pm. 
 
 
Minutes submitted, from memory, by: Kim Pinder-Garner, Assistant Planning Director 
Approved by: Paul Fritz, Planning Director 


