
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         FEBRUARY 11, 2026   
 
                     
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:02am with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Lisa Dennis, Chester Police Chaplain, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. The roll was 
called and the following were present: 

 
 

Tameka Williams  
Fred Green 
 Portia West  

Shy’Quan Davis 
Mayor Stefan Roots  

 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (January 28, 2026) 
was approved.  The following vote was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 

 
 
Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 

Jamiel Cottman says on R-19, e-Collect is asking for more money to do their job.  I’m asking and other People are if Mayor and 
Council would sit this aside and get more information on it.  They are a collector and we don’t have data on what they have 
brought in and what’s still out there.  I think this is going to hurt a taxpayer as a whole.  We’re paying e-Collect to do a job when 
Delaware County was doing the same exact job for way less money. 

 
 
OLD BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS 
 
Councilwoman Williams says there is a grant opportunity for Non-Profits in the City of Chester to participate in.  It’s talking 
about food insecurities in our Community.  It’s a $50,000 grant that’s available through The Robert Woods Foundation.  For more 
information you can see me after the Council Meeting, text or inbox me. 
 
Mayor Roots says sports related activities this week…Chester High Basketball both Girls and Boys won the Del Val 
Championship.  Damira Allen won a Gold Medal in one of the State Championships.  The Chester High School Hi-Q Team 
participated at STEM last week.  They were winning the entire contest until it came down to the last question that Bonner missed 
and Notre Dame got it to defeat Chester by one point 25-24. 
 
 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester has been awarded $1,550,000.00 in federal Transportation Alternative Set-Aside 
Program funding for the Norris Street Trail and Streetscape Project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester desires to enter into a Transportation Alternatives Program Reimbursement Grant 
Agreement with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania acting through the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation for the 
Norris Street Trail and Streetscape Project. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby designate Thomas Moore, Chief of Staff, or Andrew Hayman, Public Works Director, as the official 
to execute all documents and agreements between the City of Chester and the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation to 
facilitate and assist in the reimbursement. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester, by Ordinance has levied, assessed and provided for the collection of certain local 
taxes under and pursuant to the authority of the Act 511 of 1965 as amended by Act 7 of 2007 and Act 32 of 2008 of the General 
Assembly of Pennsylvania; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester, hired e-Collect PA, LLC to collect said taxes levied by the City of Chester, and as 
more particularly set forth in the Agreements (“the Agreements’) levied by the City of Chester, including taxes that are or may 
become delinquent; and 



 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Act 192 of 2003 of the General Assembly of Pennsylvania as restated in Act 32 of 2008, the 
City of Chester, has the right to impose a cost of collection on taxes that become delinquent and/or that remain due and unpaid. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 

1. The City of Chester does hereby approves and adopts the updated Cost of Collection Schedule attached hereto 
and made a part of this Resolution, to be imposed by e-CollectPlus, LLC upon those taxpayers whose taxes are 
or become delinquent and/or remain due and unpaid. 

 
2. E-CollectPlus, LLC is authorized to retain said costs of collection set forth in the attached schedule incurred in 

recovering delinquent taxes and assessed to the delinquent taxpayer by law. 
 

3. Any existing resolution or part of any existing resolution conflicting with the provisions of this resolution be and the 
same are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Wiliams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.     
 
 
REPORTS 

NONE 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 Black History Month: CHS Cheerleaders – Kathryn Flagg 
 Proclamation for Black History Month (see attachment #1) 
 Safe Streets For All (SS4A) Community Project – Cathy Spahr, Delaware County Planning Department (see 
attachment #2) 
 
 
Councilman Green left at 10:56am. 
 
 

Public Comment 
 
Jamiel Cottman says I’m here with a couple different Landlords and I’ve been asking Mayor and Council can they set up a 
meeting with L&I to clarify the fees. 
 
Alonzo Burton says I’m here to address 502 Kerlin Street.  It is a dilapidated building right next to a new structure that I’m about 
to finish up.  This property is literally falling down.  There’s Children getting on a School Bus every morning right in front of this 
building.  I’m trying to prevent an incident from happening to one of my Tenants or one of the school kids that get on the bus 
there.  But someone needs to check into it to get this building demolished. 
 
Alethea Freeman says Crossing Guards.  Some of them do a really good job in crossing our Children and then there are some 
that do not.  What I believe is they should get paid more.  Trash…they finally came and picked my trash up.  But they didn’t take 
anything out of the blue can. 
 
Mayor Roots says Safe Corridors is the company that you need to speak to in regard to Crossing Guards. 
 
Councilwoman West says you can speak to Melba Rothwell about recycling. 
 
Brown Williams says I paid to shovel my car out of the snow.  The truck put the snow right back.  The People that’s doing the 
street work need to throw a little blacktop in there and tamp it.  I just hope and pray that things will get better because we need it.  
I haven’t heard from anybody about my Grandson being killed.  We don’t even get a report about how much snow has been 
removed and how much money has been spent.  Why is nobody telling you we’re your tax money is going?  All of them houses 
are falling down on 3rd & Engle.  On 9th & Engle they got cars everywhere. 
 
Amin Abdul Salim says God is going to slow this stuff down so we can get a handle on it.  God is in charge of (inaudible).  We 
want to get with the planners of our Lord.  We got to get there.  Courage.  Talk halfway decent.  Like a cup…half full/half empty.  
Like in this City we see it half full/half empty.  Let us hold onto what God has put in our minds, heart and soul.  Trust our Lord. 

 
 

**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office 
 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 
 
Councilwoman Williams says I want to acknowledge Ms. Flagg and her presentation on Black History.  I want to thank you for 
teaching us Black History (when Councilwoman was in the 5th Grade).  There is a display of Black History in our Community at 
the CAAT Center (see the FYI Flier (Upcoming Events Around Chester) *A.  Thank you to the Volunteers on the various 
Boards we have here in the City of Chester.  Do we have an update on the Façade Program? 
 
Councilwoman West says Avery Sunshine, the Grammy Award Winner from the City of Chester will be on the Tamron Hall 
Show today at 2p.m. 



 
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:26am. 
  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
FEBRUARY 11, 2026     Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


