
CHESTER, PA. 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

—=- Proclamation == 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 2026 

WHEREAS, the City of Chester, founded in 1644 as Pennsylvania’s first and oldest city, 
holds a unique and enduring place in the American story, serving as a living testament to the 

nation’s founding ideals, struggles, and progress; and 

WHEREAS, Black History Month provides an opportunity to honor, reflect upon, and celebrate the profound 
contributions, resilience, leadership, and cultural legacy of African Americans whose labor, intellect, creativity, and 
courage have helped shape Chester, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and the United States of America; and 

WHEREAS, Chester has long been a center of Black history, excellence, and leadership -- home to generations of 
African Americans who have contributed to industry, education, civil rights, faith, athletics, music, public service, 

and community building -- making clear that Chester is Black history; and 

WHEREAS, prominent figures of national and international significance have strong ties to the City of Chester, 
including Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., whose stay in Chester reinforced the city’s place 

within the broader Civil Rights Movement and whose message of justice and collective responsibility 
continues to inspire the community today; and 

WHEREAS, as the nation commemorates America’s 250th anniversary, the City of Chester recognizes that any 
honest reflection on the nation’s past must include the voices, experiences, and contributions of Black Americans, 

whose perseverance helped move the country closer to its founding ideals of liberty and equality; and 

WHEREAS, Chester's story -- rooted in struggle, resilience, pride, and progress -- mirrors the American journey 
itself and underscores the importance of uplifting Black history not only in February, but throughout the year; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that I, Stefan Roots, Mayor of the City of Chester, together with 
Chester City Council, do hereby recognize and proclaim Black History Month in the City of Chester; and 

BE IT FURTHER PROCLAIMED, that the City of Chester reaffirms its commitment to honoring Black history, 
celebrating Black excellence, and advancing equity, opportunity, and justice for all residents, as we look toward 
America’s 250th anniversary and continue building a future rooted in dignity, unity, and shared progress; and 

BE IT FURTHER PROCLAIMED, that all residents are encouraged to reflect upon, learn from, and celebrate 
the enduring contributions of African Americans to Chester and the nation, recognizing that 

Chester’s history is American history, and Chester is Black history. 

imed this 11" day of DD 

/SVERAN Roots, MAYOR 

Pr 

PORTIA WEST, COUNCILWOMAN 

Weller 
TAME 4 WILI COUNCILWOMAN 

TY’ QUAN Davis, COUNCILMAN 



Math mut #2 (Ws) 
Safe Streets for Schools 

Chester Upland School District 

Existing amis 

No marked crosswalks or crossing guards 

Double parking 

Speeding vehicles northbound on 

Concord Avenue 

Cars rolling through stop signs and 

honking through the intersection 

During site visit, saw several near misses 

Proposed Improvements 
Ni "*" Nee 
Add curb extensions to : 
existing crosswalk and [7 

aee 

| Prohibit left turns from 
ncord Aven ‘ : P ; 

orvente AVA Tighten intersection with curb 
extensions 

Add crosswalks and stop bars 

Sy Realign 8th Street 

T-Up Concord Ave 

Add stop bar and 
crosswalk 

4 
Add curb eel” <A ea centerline striping at 
extension and ” 2 y 7 intersections 

j artwork te 

~~ ? X, = . 

e Reducing speeding on Concord 

e Improving parking 

e Marking crosswalks and reinforcing stops 



be ahaLd #7 (2 It ) 
Ome 

About the Project 

Delaware County is doing "quick-build projects" -- low-cost street 
improvements to calm traffic and beautify the streets around schools. 

e Implemented at two schools in Chester Upland School District 

e Schools selected based on traffic/crash data + input from 
students/families/staft 

e Design and implementation of street art with students 

Next Steps 

&s 

e 

Safer Streets 
‘ Coming Soon! 

Street art and traffic changes at 

Chester Upland School of the Arts 

will be installed 

Share the 
announcement 

Learn more 
at tinyurl.com/ss4sdelco 
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