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RECOGNITION OF ZULENE MAYFIELD 

WHEREAS, ZULENE MAYFIELD — BORN AND RAISED IN THE CITY OF CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA — 

RALLIED HER NEIGHBORS TO FORM CHESTER RESIDENTS CONCERNED FOR QUALITY LIVING 

(CRCQL) — A COMMUNITY-LED NON-PROFIT GROUP THAT ORGANIZES AND EDUCATES ON ISSUES 

OF CLEAN AIR, COMMUNITY HEALTH, AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE IN CHESTER AND THE 

SURROUNDING REGION — AFTER THE LARGEST TRASH INCINERATOR IN THE COUNTRY WAS 

CONSTRUCTED ACROSS THE STREET FROM HER HOME ON CHESTER’S WEST SIDE IN 1992; AND 

WHEREAS, THROUGH COURT TESTIMONY, ADVOCACY, AND COLLABORATION, ZULENE AND 

CRCQL BROUGHT TO LIGHT ENVIRONMENTAL RACISM AND DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICES OF 

POLLUTING INDUSTRIES, AND HAVE SUCCESSFULLY FENDED OFF OTHER POLLUTING INDUSTRIES 

FROM OPERATING IN CHESTER; AND 

WHEREAS, CRCQL WAS THE FIRST ACTIVIST GROUP TO APPLY THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT IN AN 
ENVIRONMENTAL RACISM LAWSUIT AGAINST THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

IN 1996, WHICH SHUT DOWN PENNSYLVANIA’S LARGEST MEDICAL WASTE PROCESSOR AND LED TO 

THE CREATION OF THE PENNSYLVANIA OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE IN 2004; AND 

WHEREAS, CRCQL ESTABLISHED THE CHOICES YOUTH GROUP FOR AGES 8 TO 18 YEARS OLD 
AND THE CAMPUS COALITION CONCERNING CHESTER (C-4) FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS TO 

DISCUSS ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS AND LEARN HOW TO ORGANIZE AND TAKE ACTION; AND 

WHEREAS, ZULENE HAS RECEIVED LOCAL, NATIONAL, AND INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION, 

INCLUDING THE NAACP SOJOURNER TRUTH AWARD, FOR HER DECADES OF TIRELESS ADVOCACY 

FOR ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE AND FOR THE HEALTH OF ALL THOSE LIVING IN CHESTER. 

Now THEREFORE, I, MAYOR STEFAN ROOTS AND THE COUNCIL MEMBERS OF 

THE CITY OF CHESTER, DO HEREBY RECOGNIZE AND COMMEND 

THE REMARKABLE LEADERSHIP AND ADVOCACY OF 

ZLULENE MAYFIELD. 
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