PENNSYLVANIA

Settleq in 1654

CHESTER, PA
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

—— (itation

RECOGNITION OF TWYLA SIMPKINS

WHEREAS, TWYLA SIMPKINS — AFFECTIONATELY KNOWN AS “MS. T” — 1S A LIFELONG
RESIDENT AND PUBLIC SERVANT OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA; AND

WHEREAS, MS. T TAUGHT IN THE CHESTER UPLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR 35 YEARS; AND

WHEREAS, AFTER RETIRING IN 2008, TWYLA FOUNDED THE YES WE CAN ACHIEVEMENT AND
CULTURAL CENTER, A CHESTER-BASED NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
DEDICATED TO THE ELIMINATION OF RACISM, EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN, AND
PROMOTION OF PEACE, JUSTICE, FREEDOM, AND DIGNITY; AND

WHEREAS, OFTEN REFERRED TO AS “CHESTER’S MODERN-DAY HISTORIAN,” TWYLA IS A MASTER
STORYTELLER WHO PASSIONATELY HIGHLIGHTS AND MEMORIALIZES THE LOCAL HISTORY OF
CHESTER AND ITS PLACE IN THE BROADER HISTORY OF THE REGION AND COUNTRY; AND

WHEREAS, TWYLA HAS RECEIVED NUMEROUS AWARDS FOR HER WORK, INCLUDING MULTIPLE
PRESERVATION AWARDS FROM THE HERITAGE COMMISSION OF DELAWARE COUNTY; AND

WHEREAS, TWYLA SERVES AS A BOARD MEMBER OF THE DELAWARE COUNTY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY, THE HERITAGE COMMISSION OF DELAWARE COUNTY, AND THE CHESTER HISTORICAL
PRESERVATION COMMITTEE, AS A FELLOW WITH THE SWARTHMORE COLLEGE LANG CENTER FOR
CIVIC AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY, AS AN ORGANIZER FOR THE MLK COMMEMORATIVE
COMMITTEE OF CHESTER AND VICINITY AND THE GREEN LAWN CEMETERY
RESTORATION COMMITTEE, AND MUCH MORE; AND

WHEREAS, TWYLA SIMPKINS HAS BEEN A STRONG CHAMPION OF THE CITY OF CHESTER,
CELEBRATING AND SHARING CHESTER’S HISTORY, CULTURE, SOCIAL JUSTICE EFFORTS, AND
THE RESILIENCE OF ITS PEOPLE.

NoOwW THEREFORE, [, MAYOR STEFAN ROOTS AND THE COUNCIL MEMBERS OF
THE CITY OF CHESTER, DO HEREBY RECOGNIZE AND COMMEND
THE REMARKABLE LEADERSHIP AND SERVICE OF
TwyYLA SIMPKINS.

PRESENTED THIS 22™ DAY OF DECEMBER 2025
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