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DEDICATION OF VIVIAN IDA HART PARK

WHEREAS, VIVIAN HART — AFFECTIONATELY KNOWN AS “COOKIE” — WAS BORN ON
DECEMBER 2, 1955 TO JONATHAN AND IDA KING IN THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA AND WAS RAISED
IN THE CITY OF CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA; AND

WHEREAS, VIVIAN WAS A PROUD CLASS OF 1974 GRADUATE OF CHESTER HIGH SCHOOL
AND WENT ON TO HAVE A 35-YEAR CAREER IN ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES AT THE NEARBY
SWARTHMORE COLLEGE; AND

WHEREAS, VIVIAN AND SAMUEL HART - HER HUSBAND OF 42 YEARS - RAISED THEIR CHILDREN
IN CHESTER’S HIGHLAND GARDENS, WHERE SHE WAS DEEPLY ENGAGED IN COMMUNITY
OUTREACH EFFORTS TO IMPROVE NEIGHBORHOOD SAFETY AND PROVIDE
EXTRACURRICULAR SUPPORT FOR THE YOUTH; AND

WHEREAS, TO HELP CONSTRUCT AN ENVIRONMENT SHE AND HER FAMILY COULD BE PROUD OF,
MRS. HART ATTENDED EVERY PLANNING MEETING FOR TWO YEARS REGARDING THE CREATION OF
THE HIGHLAND GARDENS PLAYGROUND; AND

WHEREAS, MRS. HART WAS A KEY CONTRIBUTOR TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
HIGHLAND GARDENS PLAYGROUND, FROM THE PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT CHOSEN AND
INSTALLED TO THE CHOICE OF THE SAFEST LOCATION TO ENSURE CHILDREN AND FAMILIES COULD
HAVE UNFETTERED ACCESS TO THE PLAYGROUND FREE FROM TRAFFIC; AND

WHEREAS, ONCE THE PLAYGROUND WAS ESTABLISHED, VIVIAN HELPED TO KEEP THE
PLAYGROUND CLEAN FROM DEBRIS THROUGH MULTIPLE VOLUNTEER EFFORTS; AND

WHEREAS, VIVIAN PASSED AWAY ON DECEMBER 7, 2024, LEAVING AN ENDURING LEGACY OF
FUN, SAFETY, AND LOVE FOR THE CHILDREN IN HER COMMUNITY; AND

WHEREAS, THE HIGHLAND GARDENS PLAYGROUND HAS BEEN RENAMED TO
THE VIVIAN IDA HART PARK IN HONOR OF MRS. HART’S SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE
DESIGN AND MAINTENANCE OF THE PLAYGROUND.

NOW THEREFORE, I, MAYOR STEFAN ROOTS AND THE COUNCIL MEMBERS OF
THE CITY OF CHESTER DO HEREBY DEDICATE VIVIAN IDA HART PARK
LOCATED AT 1300 CULHANE STREET IN THE HIGHLAND GARDENS NEIGHBORHOOD.

PRESENTED THIS 16" DAY OF DECEMBER 2025
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