
              

City of Chester 
Minutes – Final 

Public Safety Committee 
 

Monday, June 24, 2024         1:00 PM                             City Council Chambers 

 

The Public Safety Committee was called to order by Chair Roots. 

Roll Call: Chair Roots, Gibson-Williams, Green (Councilman Green joined the meeting at 1:26pm) 

Minutes of the last Public Safety were approved by Chair Roots and Councilwoman Gibson-Williams 

PS2 

Commissioner Shirley asked that Articles 1505, 1511, 1525, 1531, 1535, 1541, 1555 be repealed due to these 
Articles being covered in the International Fire Code (IFC) and State Law. 

Chair Roots made a motion to move the aforementioned Articles for repeal from Committee to Council for a 
final vote. 

Councilwoman Gibson-Williams seconded 

Chair Roots and Councilwoman Gibson-Williams voted yes 

Commissioner Shirley stated, he would like the committee to remove everything out of Article1545.03 with the 
exception of (Sale of Defective Fire Extinguishers) with the addition of the word knowingly. 

A person shall not knowingly sell, trade, loan or give away any form, type of kind of fire extinguisher which is 
not approved by the fire official, or which is not in proper working order, or the contents of which do not meet 
the requirements of the fire official. Etc. 

Chair Roots made a motion to move Article 1545 in its newly drafted form to accommodate the sale of 
defective fire extinguishers for the prohibition of selling defective fire extinguishers to Council for a final vote. 

Councilwoman Gibson-Williams seconded 

Chair Roots and Councilwoman Gibson-Williams voted yes 

Commissioner Shirley stated, Article 1551 is currently Licensing Fire Protection Equipment Installers and 
Contractors requires anyone who installs or contractor to pass a written test. It requires that an installer/ 
contractor is accredited to work on any fire protection system. A contractor/installer would have to be 
accredited by a nationally recognized accreditation agency as well as required to have insurance. 

Councilwoman Gibson-Williams asked, how can licensing of the contractor/installer be verified? 



Commissioner Shirley stated, verification can be done by calling the agency to verify if the contractor/installer 
is licensed. He said, in the future he would like to see licensed and insured contractors/installers listed on the 
city of Chester’s website. 

Chair Roots asked, the process starts at L & I, when do they know to come to the fire department for fire 
inspection? 

Commissioner Shriley stated, that is currently under discussion; ultimately there should be a contractor license 
requirement city-wide. The fire department will continue to  handle this process until it is placed with License 
and Inspections.  

Councilwoman West was questioning the accreditation agencies.  She was concerned about the validity of 
the 3rd party accreditation agencies. 

Commissioner Shirley stated, they are third party national accredited agencies; they are nationally recognized 
bodies. He said, they are industry accepted accredited agencies.   

Commissioner Gretsky stated, in the police department, when an RFP is put out, 3-5 references is required as 
well as updating their accreditation every several years which helps to track their credentials. 

Commissioner Shirley stated, insurance of 1 million dollars will need to be added to Article 1551. 

Commissioner Roots made a motion to move article 1551 in its proposed new format to Council for a final 
vote. 

Councilwoman Gibson-Williams seconded. 

All 3 members voted yes.  

Commissioner Gretsky stated he will be addressing Article 503, 507, 511 and 515. He said, many of the 
ordinances are redundant with the state statue.  The old language needs to be rescinded. 

Commissioner Gretsky reviewed these Articles with the committee, and recommended that Article 503.4 be 
rescinded and Pennsylvania Motor Vehicle Code Title 75 should be added to Article 503.05. 

Commissioner Gretsky recommended for Article 503.06 be tabled until reviewed by the Solicitor’s office. 

Article 503.07 language is fine, but he didn’t know where Deshong Street is located. His recommendation is 
that Deshong Street is taken out of the Article. 

Commissioner Gretsky Article 507.02 Vehicle Operations Speed Limits; he would like to see this Article 
removed because there is language from the State Statue in Title 75 which is much stronger. 

Commissioner Gretsky stated, Operation at Stop Sign; State Statue 3323; the officers will go to the State Statue 
when referring to a traffic violation. 

Commissioner Gretsky stated, for Article 511, the Parking Authority and Solicitor office should review this 
Article. 

Commissioner Gretsky stated, Article 511.20, he would like to see the language changed that it is the property 
of Verizon not Bell Telephone.  

Commissioner Gretsky stated, Article 515 should fall under the Public Works Department. 



Councilman Green asked if there was any movement on the weigh station or any Ordinances on the weigh 
station. 

Commissioner Gretsky stated, he needs officers. He said, the weigh station is ready to go. He said, the scale is 
certified; he had a class 7-8 months ago and some of the officers are certified.  He said, has to get officers hired 
to roll the highway unit back out again. 

Chair Roots stated, there were 8 sections in the Articles they will need to review and then reconvene and 
compare Title 75 Traffic Codes with what’s currently in the Articles; and then be prepared to move it forward 
with the changes Commissioner Gretsky recommends. 

Chair Roots asked if there were any public comment.  There was none. 

 

Adjournment 1:58pm 

 

This committee meeting was recorded 


