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City of Chester
Minutes — Final
Public Safety Committee

Monday, May 20, 2024 11:00 AM City Council Chambers

The Public Safety Committee was called to order by Chair Roots
Roll Call: Chair Roots, Gibson-Williams, Green

PS1

Proposed Ordinances for repeal are:

Article 1505: Life Safety Code Adopted Article 1511: Permit Fees

Article 1525: Open Burning Article 1531: Explosives and Fireworks
Article 1535: Gas Stations Article 1541: Building Fire Protection Systems
Article 1545: Fire Control Measures Article 1555: Smoke Detection System Installation

Sponsors: Administration

Chair Roots began the meeting stating the reason for the ordinance repeals, he stated, reason for repeal of the
above Ordinances, is that old ordinances can combine into single ordinances and ordinances that no longer
apply. i.e. volunteer fire departments; there are ordinances that still refer to volunteer fire departments that
no longer exist. The Ordinances are now referenced in the IFC (International Fire Code), in which the city
adopted as the standard that we are now following.

Commissioner Shirley stated, the yellow highlighted Articles in the packet is what will be repealed they are
covered under the IFC (International Fire Code). See Attached

Commissioner Shirley presented the above Ordinances for repeal. He stated, Article 1505 Life Safety Code was
passed in 1993; This code is in the IFC which is redundant, therefore, should be repealed.

Councilwoman Gibson-Williams asked if the Life Safety code was the same as the IFC.
Commissioner Shirley stated, no. NFPA (National Fire Protection Association) writes the standards/regulations.

Commissioner Shirley stated, Article 1511 need to be repealed due to the new fee schedule. He stated, when
the new ordinance is adopted, the location will be in the finance section of the Codified Ordinance.

Chair Roots stated, his recommendation is that all fees go in the fee schedule section of the Codified Ordinance
and out of the fire section of the Ordinance.

Commissioner Shirley went over some Articles of repeal.



Article 1525 open burning repealed already covered in the IFC.
Article 1531 Explosives and Fireworks has an entire chapter is dedicated to it. Chapter 56

Article 1535 gas stations. The Ordinance says there has to be some type of locking device on the nozzle.
Chapter 23

Article 1541 passed in 1990 covered in Chapter 9 and 11. Fire Protection systems (New construction and
exiting buildings)

Chair Roots stated an example, he stated, during fire inspections, if a building was built in 1929, it didn’t have
those life safety provisions during those times, these systems would have to be done.

Chair Roots stated, an example, there are old buildings that are grandfathered but due to life and safety and
new codes, an update of safety requirements will be required.

Commissioner Shirley stated, Article 1555 is the same as fire protective system; falls under chapter 9 and
chapter 11 for new and existing buildings.

Chair Roots asked for an example of fire protection and life safety systems.

Commissioner Shirley stated, Chapter 9 covers fire protection services i.e. smoke detector that you buy at
Home Depot or one that need to be hard wired that needs no monitoring or fire alarm system like the system
in city hall that goes off, which goes to the alarm company, which calls the 911 system, the 911 system calls the
fire department.

Commissioner Shirley stated, sprinkler systems, wet systems (water always in the pipes) dry systems subject to
weather extremes, freezing, where you don’t want water in the pipes. Example restaurant cooking oils, you
don’t want to put water on them; clean agent systems i.e. carbon dioxide

Chair Roots stated, for example, if there’s a fire on a grill the ordinances make sure that the right suppression
system is outfitted for the right application.

Commissioner Shirley stated Article 1545 Fire Control Measures is an Article that is over many topics. He
stated, Article 1545 is covered by State Law and the IFC. He stated, the municipalities had to pass these laws
because there was no state law in place.

Councilman Green asked, if the magisterial district judges have copies of our ordinances?
Commissioner Shirley stated, he didn’t know.

Councilman Green stated, that would be helpful if they were provided the city ordinances when they rule on
these types of cases.

Councilwoman Gibson-Williams asked, if state law trumps all the municipalities.

Commissioner Shirley stated, from his understanding in some ways yes and some ways no. He stated, we can
pass something that’s stricter than the State. He stated, we can’t pass what is less than State law.

Commissioner Shirley stated, section 1545.17 is not addressed anywhere in the fire code; defective fire
extinguishers. He stated, in his 15 years he has never seen where someone was charge in selling defective fire
extinguishers. He stated, he would ask the DA if there was anywhere in the state statute that references that
and they can be charged.



Chair Roots asked Commissioner Shirley if he was recommending that 1545 not be repealed until 1545.17 was
settled?

Commissioner Shirley stated, he is recommending that Article 1545.17 be repealed.

Chair Roots stated, if he can’t find any information on the sale of defective fire extinguishers, that they create
an Ordinance that deals with that.

Commissioner Shirley stated yes, but they can also hold off on repealing Article 1545, he was comfortable with
that.

Commissioner Shirley stated, he will be presenting Article 1507 and 1509 in June; payment of fire insurance
escrow and insurance proceeds. Also, licensing fire protection, equipment installers and contractors will be
introduced in June as well.

All Articles presented today will be sent to Council for a vote to repeal, except Article 1545.17 while awaiting
an answer from Commissioner Shirley as to the information on the sale of defective fire extinguishers before
considering repeal.

The Public Safety Committee will reconvene on June 10, 2024 at 1:00pm.

Adjournment 12:58PM

This committee meeting was recorded



