
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         JANUARY 14, 2026   
 
                     
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:07am with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Lisa Dennis, Chester Police Chaplain followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. The roll was 
called and the following were present: 

 
 

Tameka Williams  
Fred Green 
Portia West  

Shy’Quan Davis 
Mayor Stefan Roots  

 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (Reorganization 
Meeting on 1/5/26) was approved.  The following vote was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 

 
 
Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 

 
OLD BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS 

NONE 
 
 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby reappoint Nasir Leach as a member of the Chester Economic Development Authority, term to 
expire December 31, 2030. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis. Nays: Mayor Roots.     
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That is does hereby reappoint Michael Lewis as a member for the Block Captain Committee, with the term to expire 
December 31, 2028. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 



 
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
That it does hereby appoint Alicia Stewart-Martin as a member of the Chester Economic Development Authority, to fill 

the expired term of Rasheedah Meyers-Lee, term to expire December 31, 2029. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 

 
That it does hereby appoint Marquise Bailey as a member of the Chester Housing Authority Board, to fill the unexpired 

term of Alicia Stewart-Martin, term to expire December 31, 2029. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
   
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby appoint Dave Collins as a member of the Chester City Planning Commission, to fill the expired 
term of Leola Williams, term to expire December 31, 2028. 

 
 On motion of Councilor Williams, seconded by Mayor Roots, the above Resolution was not adopted.  The following 
vote was taken: Yeas: Williams, Mayor Roots.  Nays: Green, West.  Abstain: Davis. 
 
 Councilwoman West motions to reappoint Leola Williams to the Chester City Planning Commission, term to 
expire December 31, 2028 seconded by Councilman Green. The following vote was taken: Yeas: Green, West.  Nays: 
Williams, Mayor Roots.  Abstain: Davis. 
 
 Mayor Roots motions to appoint Dave Collins as an alternate member to the Chester City Planning 
Commission.  There was no second. 
 
RESOLUTION 
   
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby reappoint Annette Pyatt as a member of the Chester City Planning Commission, term to expire 
December 31, 2029. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
  
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby appoint Patricia Wagner as a member of the City of Chester Zoning Hearing Board, to fill the 
expired term of Tiffany Beauford, term to expire December 31, 2030. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 



RESOLUTION 
  
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby reappoint Michelle Jackson as a member of the City of Chester Zoning Hearing Board, term to 
expire December 31, 2029. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, the Honorable Judge Horace Z. Davis has served the City of Cheser and the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania with legacy of service exemplifying the values of justice, faith and community stewardship; and 

 
 WHEREAS, over the years, Judge Davis has faithfully discharged his duties as a District Magistrate in the Courts of 
Pennsylvania, upholding the law with integrity, fairness, and deep commitment to justice from his appointment in November 1991 
until his retirement in 2006; and 
 
 WHEREAS, prior to his appointment, he was employed by Sun Company in Marcus Hook in the Cost Accounting 
Department and later worked as an Equal Employment Opportunity Specialist/Personnel Supervisor; and 
 
 WHEREAS, beyond his professional contributions to his community, Judge Davis has also been a pillar of spiritual 
leadership serving as Chairman of the Deacons Ministry and remaining a devoted member since 1976; and 
 
 WHEREAS, his strong moral character, unwavering dedication to both the church and the greater Chester community, 
Judge Davis has earned our respect and admiration. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the installation of an honorary street sign, renaming Elsinore Place at East 10 th Street, to 
Judge Horace Z. Davis Way, in recognition of his dedication and faithfulness to this community and to serve as a visible reminder 
to future generations of the profound impact one individual can make in the community. 
 
 FURTHER, it does authorize the Department of Public Works to order and install the aforementioned sign. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
  
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester intends to submit an application for Fiscal year 2026 funding under the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development’s (HUD’s) Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program and HOME 
Investment Partnerships (HOME) Program; and 
 
 WHEREAS, one of the requirements of these programs is to inform the citizens of the City of Chester regarding the 
City’s intended uses for the funds requested from HUD under the CDBG and HOME Programs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester is required to prepare a draft of the Fiscal Year 2026 CDBG and HOME Action Plan, 
which identifies the projects and program activities on which the Program Year 2026 CDBG and HOME funds are proposed to be 
spent. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 



 That it does hereby authorize the Chester Economic Development Authority (CEDA) to take the appropriate steps to 
ensure that the requirements for Action Plan preparation and public notification are met and to advertise the availability of the 
draft F.Y. 2026 CDBG/HOME Action Plan in accordance with the appropriate federal regulations. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, on November 12, 2025, Chester City Council ratified the engagement of MG Engineering Associates, 
LLC, to provide environmental consulting and field oversight services, for the construction of a new Public Works Facility, in an 
amount not to exceed $24,250.00; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it has been determined there is a need for additional services. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 

That it does hereby approve the supplemental proposal for any additional unforeseen environmental areas of concern, 
which include, but are not limited to, underground storage tanks, seepage pits, or any other significant environmental issues, in 
an amount not to exceed $20,000.00. 

 
FURTHER, it does hereby authorize the Chief of Staff to execute the supplemental proposal, for and on behalf of the 

City of Chester. 
 

 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
REPORTS  

NONE 
 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
 Pennsylvania Horticultural Society (PHS) LandCare Program in Chester (see Attachment #1) 
 
 Crystal Burrell, Recreation Coordinator (see Attachments #2 and #3).  Oldies But Goodies will resume in the 
Spring. 
 
 Dr. Kristin Motley, Health Commissioner says in terms of Childhood Vaccinations we are absolutely following 
the guidance of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Department of Health and the Delaware County Department of 
Health.  If you have any questions you can contact the Delaware County Health Department at 484-276-2100.  In 
December I presented that we received 1.3 million dollars in funding to address lead in Chester Homes.  Two days 
before Christmas I received an email that the City of Chester was awarded 4.4 million dollars from HUD for (inaudible). 
 
 
 
 

Public Comment 
 
Harry Crawford says we changed Trash Company’s as of the first of the year.  Two weeks before the end of the year the 
recyclables were not being picked up because of the holidays.  If there is a problem that our recyclables are contaminated or for 
any reason are not going to be picked up some type of notice should be given to the person to say why it’s not being picked up. 
 
Michael Lewis says I live downtown and if you don’t adhere to the trash your rent will go up…you will get fees from the trash 
company.  Everyone please take recycling serious.  Sorting makes a difference with easing the capacity at the incinerator.  
(Inaudible) in regard to communication when it comes to trash like it will be missed this week. 



 
Susan Dennis says trash…there was 2 weeks of recyclables and they comingled it.  The second time they did the same exact 
thing.  We did talk to one of the Workers and they said they are trying to get it right but they were still working on it.  So now I 
don’t know what the third week is going to bring.  So just watching them comingle all of this we are losing money from the funds 
that we get from the recycling.  People don’t know that they are supposed to put it all out at one time.  Communication needs to 
be a lot better. 
 
Councilwoman West says Ms. Rothwell has the literature.  There’s supposed to be two trucks. 
 
Anderew Holman, Public Works Director says we will follow up with the new trash hauler.  There is one truck for trash and one 
truck for recycling.  We will do more communication in regard to the trash and recycling.  Due to the holiday on Monday, 
Monday’s trash/recycling will be picked up on Tuesday and Tuesday trash/recycling will be picked up on Wednesday.  If you 
have not received your recycling can please contact City Hall. 
 
Mayor Roots says you can call 610-447-7700. 
 
Reverend Thaddeus Kirkland, Community Baptist Church says where are we with the Dwight Capital Project. 
 
Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says they have pulled out and they are no longer interested in moving forward on their project for a 
number of reasons (ex. Concerns with assessed values and they have some other projects that they are working on in 
Philadelphia). 
 
Reverend Kirkland says what are some of the economic development projects that Mr. Buffaloe, the Economic Development 
person from the State, has now put in place since he’s been here. 
 
Mayor Roots says I would direct you to Mr. Buffaloe himself. 
 
Reverend Kirkland says how much revenue has been received from the new Parking Company by the City. 
 
Rich Troutman, Chief Financial Officer says I’ll do the research. 
 
Reverend Kirkland says how much money has the City paid out to the new Company since they’ve been here. 
 
Mayor Roots says I’m sure that will be researched as well. 
 
Reverend Kirkland says how many tickets to date have been issued to those persons parking on the curb (ex. Kerlin Street, 9th  

Street) because I was here at a Meeting last year and the comment was our Police are going to be ticketing these cars that are 
parked on the curb. 
 
Mayor Roots says I am so frustrated that my words have not manifested in a movement that we want to see up to this point.  In 
2026 is a different day.  The Parking Management Authority will be involved in that as well along with the Police Department with 
regards to parking issues all across the City. 
 
Reverend Kirkland says how many active Police Officers on duty do we have to date and what’s the allotment for these Officers. 
 
Police Commissioner Blackwell says 65 active. 
 
Reverend Kirkland says the traffic light at 7th & Barclay has not worked since June.  When will that traffic light be fixed. 
 
Andrew Hayman, Public Works Director says it has been reported to Signal Service. 
 
Anita Carrington says every single month (locations TBD) I’ll be doing a give back to our Community to the Youth from ages 0-
18.  I will be having one this month either on the 17th or 23rd..  February 4 will be one year that my baby, Ny’Leek Ellis, got hit.  
So, on February 4th from 3:30p-5p I am looking for the whole City to come out at 9th & Tilghman for the one-year celebration of 
his life and it will be the day for the give back to the Community.    
 



Joyce Hammond says I live at 2101 W. 7th Street, Benjamin Bannekar, they have no manager, no maintenance and I have no 
heat in my apartment.  I’m pleading for you’ll help. 
 
Mayor Roots says we will work on you getting heat. 
 
Victor Cabral, Vision, Actualization and Community Connection Specialist with 4 Circles Beyond says I’m looking for at 
least 2 or 3 more 8th graders for the 6-month program that I will be launching at the end of the month.  The program is called the 
Peach Liberation and Arts Youth Fellowship.  If you know of any please let me know. 
 
Susan Dennis says can we get an update on the Deshong Project and the weigh station. 
 
Mayor Roots says the weigh station is about Police staffing that we don’t have the luxury of taking two off the street in patrol to 
work the weigh station.  DeShong…there is still an active RFP that was put out there. 
 
Brown Williams says People sleeping in boxes here in the City.  You can’t stand near your sewer holes you get a headache.  
The Streets are raggedy and dirty. 
 
Amin Abdul Salim says one of the things that Prophet Muhammad did when he brought this message and what was a great 
power for him was the over zealousness of the People.  So, they became (inaudible) blessing them and (inaudible) their soul.  
So, what we want to do is be patient.  Old folks said there is more to it that meets the eye or the naked eye.  We want to stand in 
good spirits.  It is said to let old acquaintances be forgotten.  (Inaudible) spiritual eye opening.  So, this is a new year.  This is a 
new beginning.  We don’t want to speak of the old stuff.  Breaking the barrier.  We want to use the knowledge of the year to 
break this cycle. 
 

 
**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office 

 
 

 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 

 
NONE 

 
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:55am. 
  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
JANUARY 14, 2026     Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


