
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         JANUARY 5, 2026 
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
An organization meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:13am with Mayor 

Stefan Roots presiding.  A prayer was said followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 

Swearing – In 
 Judge Dawn Vann - Councilwoman Portia L. West  
 Judge Wilden Davis - Councilman Shy’Quan Davis 

 
The roll was called and the following were present: 

 
Tameka Williams 

Fred Green 
Portia West 

Shy’Quan Davis 
Stefan Roots 

 
On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (December 22, 2025) 

was approved.  The following vote was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 
 

Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.  
 
Mayor Roots recognizes the Judges (Dawn Vann and Wilden Davis), Former Councilmembers Willie Wells, Elizabeth 
Williams, Nafis Nichols (former CFO for the City of Chester and now the Receiver for the Chester Upland School 
District), Matt Krouse, DA’s Office, Mike Galante (Former City of Chester Engineer) and Peter Rykard (Former City of 
Chester Planning Director). 
 
Councilwoman West acknowledges Reverend Dr. Frank N. Moore, Camphor of Memorial Church, along with her Family 
and Friends. 
 
OLD/NEW BUSINESS  
 
Councilwoman Williams says I am so very thankful to our Community coming together with the tragic losses that we’ve had 
and with the food insecurities.   
 
Mayor Roots asks Andrew Hayman, Public Works Director to talk about the new Trash Hauler. 
 
Andrew Hayman, Public Works Director says they started on Friday.  We do expect some slight hiccups.  The trash and 
recycling will be picked up on the same day/time.  The trash days are still the same.  DO NOT PUT TRASH IN THE 
RECYCABLE BIN!  IF SO THEY WILL NOT TAKE THE RECYCLING BIN AND ULTIMATLEY OUR DEPARTMENT WILL 
SEND YOU A NOTICE INFORMING YOU TO SEPARATE YOUR TRASH FROM YOUR RECYCABLES AND INFORMATION 
ON WHAT CAN AND CANNOT GO INTO THE RECYCLABLE BIN. 
 
 
Mayor Roots says let us have a moment of silence for the loss of Judge Spencer B. Seaton. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 



 That it does hereby establish Standing Committees of Council for the calendar year 2026.  Members of Council shall 
be members of and serve on the following Committees: 
 
 Public Safety Committee:  Stefan Roots, Portia West, Shy’Quan Davis 
 Chairman Stefan Roots 
 
 Budget and Finance Committee:  Shy’Quan Davis, Stefan Roots, Fred Green 
 Chairman Shy’Quan Davis 
 
 Public Works Committee: Portia West, Tameka Williams, Shy’Quan Davis 
 Chairwoman Portia West 
 
 Recreation Committee: Tameka Williams, Portia West, Fred Green 
 Chairwoman Tameka Williams 
 
 Housing and Community Development Committee: Fred Green, Stefan Roots, Tameka Williams 
 Chairman Fred Green 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0. 

 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby reappoint Portia L. West, as Deputy Mayor for the City of Chester to serve as presiding officer of 
Council during any temporary absence of the Mayor, serve as the City’s representative at ceremonial occasions during any 
temporary absence of the Mayor, at such times as the Mayor may request and sign any acts of the majority of the City Council 
when the Mayor is unavailable. 
 
 On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Williams, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following 
vote was taken: Yeas: Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.  
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby reappoint Candice Newsome, as City Clerk, at the salary range as provided in the Annual 
Appropriation Ordinance. 
 
 FURTHER, that Joan Neal shall be and she is hereby reappointed as Assistant City Clerk in the absence or the inability 
of Candice Newsome, City Clerk, to act in such capacity. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays:  0. 

 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby reappoint Nasir Leach as a member of the Chester Economic Development Authority, term to expire 
December 31, 2030. 
 
 On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Williams, the above Resolution was TABLED.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Williams, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: Green, West.   
 



  
 

Public Comments 
 
Patrice Hollis says I’m here to put the City on notice for being in breach of their fiduciary duties by paying the wrong recipient 
instead of the correct beneficiary of Ethel Fryers estate 401 (k) plan.  Ether Fryer has been employed by this City for well over 20 
years serving under names like Pileggi, Battle and Butler, to name a few.  This office has the fact and true information and knows 
who the proper recipient is and has yet to rectify their mistake.  This error made by the City of Chester needs to be corrected by 
recovering funds from the incorrect recipient.  For that is your obligation and responsibility.  So, will this City correct their mistake 
or should we add this City to the docket out Media as an accomplice to the fraud and forgery?  My family is awaiting equitable 
remedy. 
 
Joy Taylor, City Controller says that matter is in the Controller’s Office.  At this stage if the Family is interested in making it a 
legal matter they can contact myself and the Solicitor’s Office. 
 
(Former Councilwoman) Elizabeth Williams says I am asking Council to work with the NAACP so we can get a hospital here 
in the City of Chester because we need it. 
 
Tyra Starr, on behalf of the Chester Business District says we now have the Fredia Park Area right here (she’s pointing out 
the window of Council Chambers) and on that same side we have no lights and it’s really dark out there.  Which Committee does 
that fall under?  Also, one other thing can we get the lights cleaned.  They are very dirty. 
 
Andrew Hayman says with regard to the lights outside on the Avenue of the States I’ll check-in with PECO today and with the 
Company that does work on our electrical systems here to confirm that it was corrected.  With regards to the dirty lights, I am 
going to speak to my staff today. 
 
Mayor Roots says if you see streetlights out let us know.  The best thing you can do is give us an address of where the light is 
out or the pole number that is on the pole itself.  If you have areas that don’t have lights and you would like to see one let us 
know.  You can call 610-447-7700. 
 
Jamiel Cottman says Congratulations Councilors.  On behalf of the Concerned Citizens, we would like to have a Town Hall 
Meeting in regard to the Fees that were sent out to the Landlords from L & I. 
 
Councilman Davis says it’s to keep the Residents/Properties safe. 
 
Mayor Roots says we will have one. 
 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 
 
Councilwoman West says thank you for electing me again a fifth time. 
 
Councilman Davis says thank you for electing me and be sure to hold me accountable. 
 
Councilwoman Williams says I’d like to thank Commissioner Shirley and the Fire Department.  You’ll showed up to make sure 
that our Community Members had the donations that they needed to successfully move to their next step. 
 
Mayor Roots says we look forward to having another great year.  
 
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:09am. 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
JANUARY 5, 2026       Candice Newsome, City Clerk 



 


