
 
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         NOVEMBER 26, 2025                        
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:00am with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Lisa Dennis, Chester Police Chaplain, Chester PA, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. The 
roll was called and the following were present: 

 
Tameka Gibson-Williams 

Fred Green 
Portia West  

Shy’Quan Davis 
Mayor Stefan Roots  

 
On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (November 12, 

2025) were approved.  The following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 
 

Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 
Livia Smith says just a question on the Budget just for clarity, Parking Fees and Parking Tax, can you explain what these two 
items are. 
 
Richard Troutman, Chief Financial Officer says the Parking Tax is as described per the Ordinance.  The Parking Fees are all 
other instances that are related to parking. 
 
Martin (inaudible), Property Owner of 75 W. 9th Street says I want to give (inaudible) to Apex Automotive to use my spot for 
the business that they want. 
 
Al Boyd says my vehicle had been towed by CCC around 1am.  I called them on Sunday around 9am and they weren’t sure if 
they had my vehicle.  When calling back around 9:30am they did find it and I was told that they are closed for the weekend and I 
couldn’t get my car until Monday.  Monday morning, 9:30…10ish…and they made me aware that I was owed four (4) days of 
towing.  1am is Sunday, the day ends at 12, Monday would be 1 day.  But I looked into it and found out that I’m not the only 
person they done that to.  They have a 1.0 rating on the internet.  I thought that would be something that you could take into 
consideration as you are looking at them to be part of Chester and their towing program.  Apex has a 4.9 rating. 
 
Richard Pierce says I just want to reiterate on the towing for Chester.  I don’t understand how the Google Ratings wasn’t a part 
of the scoring process.  Our People have to deal with this for the next 4, 5, 6 years.  They have 7 ratings on Google and they are 
all negative.  Jobs…this opportunity that we have would provide jobs for people living here.  We’re just asking for the opportunity. 
 
Robert (inaudible), Apex Automotive says this is a good thing for the City and we’re trying to keep it in the City.  Revitalization. 
Jobs…more tax revenue…more money coming into the Company and for the City even.  If you give it to an outside City it’s going 
to Essington.  It’s not coming back to the City.  So, majority of the fees and profits that could be good for the City beneficial are 
going somewhere else.  We need to focus on what’s good for the City.  I hope you guys really took into consideration and looked 
it over and make what’s the best choice for the City. 
 
V.J. Kapoor, Receiver says (see attachment #1). 
 
 
Old/New Business 
 
 Councilwoman Gibson-Williams says I’d like to thank Everyone in the Thanksgiving Give Back that we had.   



 Councilman Green says I’d like to give an update on the young man that died in the fire that succumbed to his 
injuries as a result of the fire last week, the Balloon Release that was scheduled for this evening due to inclement weather it has 
been moved to Friday at 6p.m.  There is a Go Fund Me set up for the burial.  The information is on my Facebook Page. 
 
 Councilwoman West says thank you Councilwoman Gibson-Williams who is always concerned about the Community 
and whether or not we have enough food. 
 
 Councilwoman Gibsons-Williams says there has been several Ministries that have come together to serve our 
Community as well with Pastor Rasheeda Lee and a number of other entities and I just want to thank all of the Ministries.  What 
Chester Makes Makes Chester and we are Making It! 
 
Councilman Davis says I just want to shine a little light on our Young People.  So, I want to give a major Shot Out to the 
Chester High Football Team, the Entire Coaching Staff, Trainers, the Cheerleading Squad and the Administration at the School 
for doing an amazing job with those young men and women.  As well as our CCSA Sabers on Highland Avenue.  Their 
Cheerleaders traveled to New Jersey, ranked top 5 in their Cheerleading Competition. 
 
 Mayor Roots says since our last Council Meeting the following has occurred:  A Ribbon Cutting at Grace Manor 
(affordable homes where the old Pulaski School was); The Access Center…7th & Booth, a Gymnasium will be built there; An 
Honorary Street Unveiling for Calvin “Beyah” Williams on the corner of 8th & Sproul; Paraguay, South America has partnered with 
the City of Chester…there was a City Sister celebration signing right here in Chambers; Veteran’s and Senior Luncheon here; 
Today…Church Fire at 2nd & Norris (Immaculate Heart);  Chester High had a Great Season (thank you to Everybody who took 
the trip out to Springfield); and the Philadelphia Union loss in the Semi-Finals. 
 

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Ordinances. 
 
 
BILL NO. 7 
ORD. __, 2025 

 
AN ORDINANCE 
FIRST READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
APPROPRIATING SPECIFIC SUMS ESTIMATED TO BE REQUIRED FOR THE SPECIFIC PURPOSES OF THE MUNICIPAL 
GOVERNMENT, HEREINAFTER SET FORTH, DURING THE 2026 CALENDAR YEAR. 

 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES ORDAIN: 
 
SECTION 1. That for the expenditures and expenses of the 2026 calendar year, the following amounts are hereby 
appropriated from the fund equities, revenues, and other financing sources available for the 2026 calendar year for the specific 
purposes herein set forth. 
 
SECTION 2. The General Fund Budget for the 2026 calendar year is hereby set at $62,199,011 and appropriated from the 
following revenues, as more fully detailed in the attached Exhibit A: 
 
 Real Estate & Library Taxes      $  10,235,000 
 Taxes - Act 511                      $  26,611,000 
 Fees, Fines, Licenses & Permits     $    3,676,168 
 Interest, Rents and Royalties      $       400,000 
 Intergovernmental Revenues      $    3,922,187 
 Reimbursements       $       643,660 
 Other Revenue       $       404,996 
 Host Fees       $  16,306,000     
      TOTAL       $  62,199,011 
 



SECTION 3. The General Fund Budget for the 2026 calendar year is hereby set at $62,199,011 before unpaid pensions 
and appropriated to the following departments, as more fully detailed in the attached Exhibit A: 

 
Department of Public Affairs     $  3,609,750 

 Department of Public Safety     $16,726,064 
 Department of Community and Economic Development  $  2,840,920 
 Department of Public Works     $  2,108,152 
 Department of Parks, Public Property & Recreation  $  2,240,261 
 Departments of Administrative Support    $  4,781,524 
 Benefits       $28,285,340 
 Operating Transfers     $  1,380,000 
 Loan Payments      $     227,000 
  Total (Before Unpaid Pensions)   $62,199,011 
 Prior Years Unpaid Pensions, Estimated   $43,000,000 
  TOTAL General Fund Expense                $105,199,011 
         
         
SECTION 4. The State Liquid Fuels Tax Fund for the 2026 calendar year is hereby set at $898,236 with detailed 
appropriation described in greater detail in Exhibit A, “City of Chester, Delaware County, Pennsylvania, 2026 Budget”. 
 
SECTION 5. The Rubbish Fund for the 2026 calendar year is hereby set at $4,383,804 with detailed appropriation 
described in greater detail in Exhibit A, “City of Chester, Delaware County, Pennsylvania, 2026 Budget”. 
 
SECTION 6. The Debt Service Fund for the 2026 calendar year is hereby set at $0 with detailed appropriation described 
in greater detail in Exhibit A, “City of Chester, Delaware County, Pennsylvania, 2026 Budget”. 
 
SECTION 7. The ARPA Fund for the 2026 calendar year is hereby set at $9,165,908 with detailed appropriation described 
in greater detail in Exhibit A, “City of Chester, Delaware County, Pennsylvania, 2026 Budget”. 
 
SECTION 8. The Capital Improvement Fund for the 2026 calendar year is hereby set at $1,742,667 with detailed 
appropriation described in greater detail in Exhibit A, “City of Chester, Delaware County, Pennsylvania, 2026 Budget”. 
 
SECTION 9. The Rental Inspection Fund for the 2026 calendar year is hereby set at $730,255 with detailed appropriation 
described in greater detail in Exhibit A, “City of Chester, Delaware County, Pennsylvania, 2026 Budget”. 
 
SECTION 10. The Special Events Fund for the 2026 calendar year is hereby set at $65,000 with detailed appropriation 
described in greater detail in Exhibit A, “City of Chester, Delaware County, Pennsylvania, 2026 Budget”. 
 
SECTION 11. That any Ordinances conflicting with this Ordinance be and the same is hereby repealed insofar as the same 
affects this Ordinance. 
 
 On motion of West, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 7, 2025 was passed on its First Reading.  The following 
vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0. 
 
BILL NO. 8 
ORD. __, 2025 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
FIRST READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
PRESCRIBING THE NUMBER, DUTIES AND COMPENSATION OF THE EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER FOR 
THE YEAR 2026, DIRECTING PAYMENT ON AN ANNUAL BASIS; PRESCRIBING THE METHOD AND TIMES OF 
PAYMENT; AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT THEREWITH. 

 



On motion of West, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 8, 2025 was passed on its First Reading.  The following 
vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.  
 
BILL NO. 9 
ORD. __, 2025 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
FIRST READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, PURSUANT TO THE AUTHORITY 
GRANTED BY THE HOME RULE CHARTER, REENACTING WITHOUT SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE THE BUSINESS 
PRIVILEGE TAX FOR THE YEAR 2026, AS SET FORTH IN ARTICLE 307 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY 
OF CHESTER, 1978, AS SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED, IN ITS ENTIRETY, WHICH IMPOSES A TAX FOR GENERAL 
REVENUE PURPOSES UPON PERSONS, FIRMS, COMPANIES, AND CORPORATIONS ENGAGING IN CERTAIN 
BUSINESS WITHIN THE CITY OF CHESTER EXCEPT FOR THE AMENDMENT TO SUBSECTION 307.02(a) ENTITLED 
“RATE AND BASIS OF TAX” OF SECTION 307.02 ENTITLED TAX FOR GENERAL REVENUE PURPOSES OF SAID 
BUSINESS PRIVILEGE TAX, TO SET THE SAID RATE OF TAX TO 2.0 MILLS FOR RETAIL AND 3.0 MILLS FOR 
WHOLESALE; AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT HEREWITH. 
 

On motion of West, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 9, 2025 was passed on its First Reading.  The following 
vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.  

 
BILL NO. 10 
ORD. __, 2025 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
FIRST READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, PURSUANT TO THE AUTHORITY 
GRANTED BY THE HOME RULE CHARTER, REENACTING THE EARNED INCOME TAX FOR THE YEAR 2026, AS SET 
FORTH IN ARTICLE 303 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA, 1978, AS SUPPLEMENTED 
AND AMENDED, IN ITS ENTIRETY, WITHOUT SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE EXCEPT FOR AN AMENDMENT TO SECTION 
303.02 ENTITLED “IMPOSITION OF TAX” TO IMPOSE A TAX OF 2.00% FOR 2026 FOR GENERAL REVENUE PURPOSES 
ON SALARIES, WAGES, COMMISSIONS, NET PROFITS AND OTHER COMPENSATION EARNED BY NONRESIDENTS, 
OF THE CITY OF CHESTER FOR WORK DONE OR SERVICES PERFORMED OR RENDERED IN THE CITY OF CHESTER, 
AND TO ESTABLISH THE EARNED INCOME TAX RATE AT 3.75% FOR 2026 ON SALARIES, WAGES, COMMISSIONS, 
NET PROFITS AND OTHER COMPENSATION EARNED BY RESIDENTS OF THE CITY OF CHESTER; WITH ONE 
PERCENT (1.00%) OF THE RESIDENTS AND NON-RESIDENTS EARNED INCOME TAX COLLECTIONS BEING 
DESIGNATED TO DISTRESSED PENSION PAYMENTS AND PROVIDING FOR THE ADMINISTRATION AND 
ENFORCEMENT OF THE ORDINANCE; AND IMPOSING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION THEREOF. 

 
On motion of West, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 10, 2025 was passed on its First Reading.  The following 

vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0. 
 
BILL NO. 11 
ORD. __, 2025 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
FIRST READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA PURSUANT TO THE AUTHORITY 
GRANTED BY THE HOME RULE CHARTER, REENACTING WITHOUT SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE FOR THE YEAR 2026 THE 
“LOCAL SERVICES TAX”, AS SET FORTH IN ARTICLE 305 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA, 1978, AS SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED, IN ITS ENTIRETY, WHICH IMPOSES A TAX, 
FOR GENERAL REVENUE PURPOSES, UPON THE PRIVILEGE OF ENGAGING IN AN OCCUPATION WITHIN THE 
CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF CHESTER AT THE RATE OF FIFTY-TWO DOLLARS ($52.00) PER YEAR. 



 
On motion of West, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 11, 2025 was passed on its First Reading.  The following 

vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.  
 

BILL NO. 12 
ORD. __, 2025 

AN ORDINANCE 
FIRST READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, ENACTING THE TAX RATE FOR 
THE YEAR 2026, ON ALL REAL PROPERTY AT 9.4041 MILLS AND FIXING THE LIBRARY TAX AT .4017 MILLS. 

 
On motion of West, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 12, 2025 was passed on its First Reading.  The following 

vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0. 
 
 
 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the following individuals have requested a handicapped parking zone: 
 

1. Kellie Scott, 320 Norris Street; 
2. Loretta Talton, 2009 Madison Street; 
3. Wade DeLoe, 1020 Elsinore Place; 
4. Marcella Willis, 801 West 5th Street; 
5. Ciera Alston, 822 Ward Street; 
6. Elijah Anderson, 410 Highland Avenue; 
7. Tamara Seelaus, 1005 Remington Street; and  

 
 WHEREAS, after a thorough investigation by the Department of Public Works, it has been determined the 
aforementioned individuals have met all of the required criteria and have a need for said handicapped parking zone. 
   

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
That it does hereby authorize the proper City officials to install a handicapped parking zone in the 300 Block of Norris 

Street, in the 2000 Block of Madison Street, in the 1000 Block of Elsinore Place, in the 800 Block of West 5th Street, in the 800 
Block of Ward Street, in the 400 Block of Highland Avenue, and in the 1000 Block of Remington Street in the City of Chester. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Davis, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Chester advertised Request for Proposals (RFP) for On-Call Towing Services via PennBid on 
September 26, 225, at 4:00pm; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Chester was seeking two (2) licensed and insured towing companies within 10 miles from the 

City of Chester, to respond 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year at the request of law enforcement, municipal 
officials, or other authorized agencies; and 

 
WHEREAS, these on-call towing services are intended for the prompt and safe removal and storage of vehicles that 

pose a hazard, are illegally parked, disabled, wrecked, abandoned, evidentiary, or otherwise require relocation; and 
 



WHEREAS, these on call towing services would be divided into two geographical territories: East of Kerlin Street and 
West of Kerlin Street; and 

 
WHEREAS, these on-call towing services will be in compliance with the On-Call Towing Fee Schedule effective 

January 1, 2026 and Ordinance Number 1, 2025, Article 519, passed 3/26/2025; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Chester received five (5) proposals by 5:00pm on October 10, 2025; and 
 
WHEREAS, the bids were thoroughly reviewed and evaluated for the two most qualified towing companies based on 

the RFP requirements. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
That it does hereby award CCC Towing, LLC, to serve East of Kerlin Street and Del-Cov Corp (Doing Business  As 

“Clayton Auto Parts”), to serve West of Kerlin Street, for an initial three-year term contract for the period of 1/1/2026 through to 
and including 12/31/2028, based on written satisfaction by the City of Chester, a Year 4 Option (1/1/2029 through to and 
including 12/31/2029) and a Year 5 Option (1/1/2030 through to and including 12/31/2030). 

 
FURTHER, said contracts are contingent upon final review and approval of the City Solicitor. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Gibson-Williams, the above Resolution was adopted.  The 
following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, West, Mayor Roots.  Nays: Green, Davis.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does ratify the solicitation from the Keystone Purchasing Network (KPN) for proposals to perform the Sun 
Village Park and Pavillion Repair Project (ARPA Project #19). 
 
 FURTHER, the City of Chester is a member of the Keystone Purchasing Network. 
 
 FURTHER, the Keystone Purchasing Network is an acceptable cooperative purchasing method as outlined in the City 
of Chester Purchasing Policy and Procurement Manual, approved 5/25/2022. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
  
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That Public Hearing for the 2026 Budget shall be held on December 8, 2025, at 1:00P.M., in City Council Chambers, 
2nd Floor, 1 Fourth Street, Chester, Pennsylvania 19013. 
 
 FURTHER, the Final Action on the 2026 Budget Ordinance will be taken at a regularly scheduled meeting of Council to 
be held on December 10, 2025, at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 1 Fourth Street, Chester, PA  19013. 
 
 FURTHER, that the City Clerk is hereby authorized to publish a notice of the date, time, and place of the aforesaid 
hearing. 
 
 FURTHER, that a copy of said the proposed Budget can be obtained from the City Clerk’s Office for a fee of Ten 
Dollars ($10.00). 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0. 



 
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That the reorganization of the Chester City Council will be held on January 5, 2026, at 10:00A.M., City Council 
Chambers, One Fourth Street, Chester, Pennsylvania 19013, for the purposes of organization and appointments to various 
positions. 
 

FURTHER, that it does authorize the City Clerk to advertise said organization meeting. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0. 
 
RESOLUTION 

 
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 

            
 The following is the list of the Legal Holidays for the City of Chester for the year 2026: 
  
  New Year’s Day    Thursday, January 1 
   
  Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.   Monday, January 19 
 
  President’s Day    Monday, February 16 
 
  Good Friday    Friday, April 3 
 
  Primary Election Day   Tuesday, May 19 
 
  Memorial Day    Monday, May 25 
 
  Flag Day     Monday, June 15 (observed) 
 
  Juneteenth    Thursday, June 19 
 
  Independence Day    Friday, July 3 
 
  Labor Day    Monday, September 7 
 
  Indigenous Peoples’ Day   Monday, October 12 
 
  General Election Day   Tuesday, November 3 
 
  Veteran’s Day    Wednesday, November 11 
 
  Thanksgiving Day    Thursday, November 26 
       Friday, November 27 
 
  Christmas Day    Friday, December 25 
   

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0  
  
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 



 That the City Council of the City of Chester will be holding their Deliberative Only Meetings in City Council Chambers, 
One Fourth Street, 2nd Floor, Chester, Pennsylvania 19013 at 2:00pm, prevailing local time, on the following dates for the year 
2026: 
 

January     12     July          06 
          26              20 
 
  February     09     August         10 
       23                             24 
 
  March          09     September      08 
       23              21 
 
  April    06     October         13 
      20              26 
  
  May   11     November      09 
     26             23 
 
  June   08     December      07 
     22             14 
                21 
 
 FURTHER, that the City Clerk is hereby directed to advertise the foregoing as required by law. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.  
  
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 

That the regular meetings of the Chester City Council will be held in City Council Chambers, Municipal Building, One 
Fourth Street, 2nd Floor, Chester, PA, 19013, at 10:00a.m., prevailing time, on the following dates for the year 2026, except 
where designated by an asterisk (*) which meetings will be held at 7:00p.m., prevailing time.  
 

January     14     July          08 
          28              22 
 
  February     11     August        12 
       25                            26 
 
  March         11*     September     09* 
       25             23 
 
  April    08     October        14 
      22             28 
  
  May   13     November      12 
     27             25 
 
  June   10*     December      09* 
     24             16 
                23 
    

FURTHER, the City Clerk is hereby directed to advertise the foregoing as required by law. 



 
On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 

was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.  
  
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 

That the regular meetings of the Chester Aggregated Pension Board will be held in the Community Room, One Fourth 
Street, Chester, PA  19013, 2:30p.m., prevailing local time, on the following dates for the year 2026: 
 

January 26 
 

April 20 
 

July 20 
 

October 26 
 

FURTHER, the City Clerk is hereby directed to advertise the foregoing as required by law. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.  
 
RESOLUTION 
  
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester wishes to create a new Community Development Block Grant Project entitled Chester 
Park Bandshell Improvements Project; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the City has determined that it is necessary to amend the approved CDBG budgets for the approved 
program years of F.Y. 2022, 2023, and 2024, in order reprogram CDBG funds in the amount of $250,000 to the Chester Park 
Bandshell Improvements Project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, to meet the requirements of the City’s Citizen Participation Policy, the proposed Substantial Amendments 
were publicly advertised on October 24, 2025, and made available for public review for the period October 27, 2025, to 
November 25, 2025; and 
 
 WHEREAS, during the public comment period, a Public Hearing on the proposed Substantial Amendments was held 
on November 10, 2025. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 

1. To amend the F.Y. 2022 Annual Action Plan to reduce the Administrative line item by $119,369 and reallocate 
such funds to a new multi-year Project entitled Chester Park Bandshell Improvements. 

2. To amend the F.Y. 2023 Annual Action Plan to reduce the Administrative line item by $61,855 and reallocate such 
funds to the new multi-year Project entitled Chester Park Bandshell Improvements. 

3. To amend the F.Y. 2024 Annual Action Plan to reduce the Contingencies line item by $48,134 and the 
Administrative line by $20,642 and reallocate a total of $68,776 to a new multi-year Project entitled Chester Park 
Bandshell Improvements. 

4. To submit Substantial Amendments to the F.Y. 2022, 2023, and 2024 Annual Action Plans to the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development for review and acceptance. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
REPORTS: 
 



 Health Department Update – Dr. Kristin Motley, Health Commissioner (see attachment #2) 
 
 
 

Public Comment 
 
Nasir Jihad says I’m asking for a prayer for Mr. Brown.  He is in the hospital.  I’m here just as a follow up on trying to get some 
speed signs, speed bumps or something for the School up at 1105 Concord Avenue.  I did speak with the Gentleman but I’ve yet 
to see anybody or any speed signs or any speed bumps or anything else.  Can I get some type of insight? 
 
Andrew Hayman, Public Works Director says that’s been passed along to staff.  I have to check on the status of it.  We might 
need new signs.  There is a process for speed bumps.  You would need to come in and get a Petition to start the process.  
Unfortunately, that location I believe is on a State Road.  So that specific spot might not be eligible because we are prohibited 
from installing speed humps on state roads.  We can look at other traffic calming measures with signage. 
 
Councilwoman Gibson-Williams says what would be the process of them making that a School Zone. 
 
Andrew Hayman, Public Works Director says the School Zone signs are what we intend to install subject to availability. 
 
Livia Smith says the Third-Class City Code, what I was asking about, Councilman Green just asked, about the Administrative 
piece, they are included in those other Departments like Public Safety and Parks & Rec.  Those administrative personnel was at 
one point included in those line items.  Now they are saying they are taking them out to be subline items (inaudible). 
 
Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says Ms. Smith that’s what (inaudible).  We will change that part so it would reflect the HR Dept., 
Public Works Dept., IT Dept…we’ll reflect that in the revised Ordinance. 
 
Jamiel Cottman says I see a lot of development going on within the City of Chester and me being on the Zoning Board I see 
development going on that never went through Planning or Zoning, Planning Board or Zoning Board but it’s happening 
throughout the City.  I see one location right in front of Local 413 that’s building 14 apartments that never went through the 
Planning Board, Land Development, and the Zoning Board for parking.  I’m just trying to get clarity of these things.  There is a 
meeting scheduled with Ms. Nona, the Planning Department and myself and I’m asking Mayor and Council to come out to it.  It 
will be this Tuesday at 1p. 
 
Paul Fritz, Director of Planning and Zoning says I can speak on this project briefly but I do recommend that if People want more 
details on the project, I’ll be happy to present that at Tuesday’s Meeting next week.  This project specifically at 301 W. 3rd Street 
is a redevelopment that qualified by just getting a zoning permit by right…did not need to go through land development and not 
the subdivision process.  That is something that I can explain at the Tuesday Meeting.  It’s complicated but I can hopefully clearly 
explain it next week at that meeting.  
 
Autumn Mitchell, One PA says for Bill #7, Public Safety…is EMS services in this?  If so, what is the breakdown for the $16.7 
million?  Also, I’m curious about ARPA Funds.  Where can the breakdown be located?  Are these questions for the Budget 
Hearing? 
 
Mayor Roots says the Budget Hearing is where you will get those answers and that will be on December 8. 
 
Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says all the details of the Budget is on-line. 
 
Councilman Green says also the Budget is on review downstairs. 
 
Amin Abdul Salim says give back to the sincerity of life.  Get back what we need to get back to as human beings.  Be sincere 
too.  Get back to our Lord and see what he is saying to us.  To your Lord and who is above you in authority. 
 
 

**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office 
 
 



 
Justin Tibbels, Special Assistant to the Mayor says there is a parade for the Chester Panthers on Saturday, November 29 at 
11a.m. starting at Memorial Park to celebrate their Championship. 
 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 
 

 
Mayor Roots says I’d like to thank Police and Fire who on such short notice made themselves available to make this parade 
happen.  I wish Mr. Brown well on his recovery. 
 
Councilwoman Gibson-Williams acknowledges the Chaplain Corps when the incident arised with the fire with the 3-year-old 
and the young lady.  Most of them were out there on the scene talking to our Residents…consoling them and I just want to thank 
them for their presence.  Thank you to our Fire Department and the volunteers.  They were very compassionate and it showed.  I 
pray that you’ll have a Happy and Safe Thanksgiving! 
 
Councilwoman West says I just like to acknowledge our Police Officers too.  I believe they got there before our Firefighters did. 
 
Mayor Roots says make sure you grab (see attachment #3).  Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
 
Rich Troutman, Chief Financial Officer says the Real Estate Taxes are due by December 31 by Noon, at the window 
downstairs.  That will prevent them from going into delinquency. 
 
 
 
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 12:08pm. 
  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
NOVEMBER 26, 2025     Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


