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The Problem

• Lead is heavy metal and a 
NEUROTOXIN. 

• Low levels of lead exposure can 
cause significant harm, especially in 
pregnant people and young children 
whose bodies and brains are still 
developing.

There is no safe blood lead level. 
Lead causes IRREVERSIBLE DAMAGE to the brain and nervous system.



Chester’s Lead Story

There is no safe blood lead level. 
Lead causes IRREVERSIBLE DAMAGE to the brain and nervous system.

• Sources of Exposure in Chester

• Old, peeling paint in homes built before 1978 
(most homes built before 1930)

• Contaminated soil (HUGE issue)

• Lead pipes that carry drinking water (being 
studied)

• Polluting companies that emit lead in the air 
(trash incinerator, manufacturing facilities, etc)



Lead’s Impact in Chester’s Youth

How does lead impact 
health? How It Shows Up in Chester

• Permanent learning 
disabilities

• Behavioral issues and 
hyperactivity (ADHD)

• Delayed development

• Lowest performing school 
district in the state

• Higher rate of IEPs
• Higher suspension rates

• Increase infant mortality • Infant mortality rate is 
more than  4 times the 
national average



Lead’s Impact in Chester’s Adults
How does lead impact 

health? How It Shows Up in Chester

• High Blood Pressure

• Heart Disease

• Kidney Disease

• Disproportionate rates 
across the board

• Reproductive Health • Infant mortality 4 times 
national average

• Alzheimer’s Disease • To be determined

• Increase tendency 
toward violent behavior

• Increase risk of 
incarceration

• #1 city for violent crime 
per capita

• High unemployment

• High underemployment

• High poverty



SOLUTION
Lead poisoning is 

100% preventable.



Step 1
Lead Ordinance



Highlights in Lead Ordinance

There is no safe blood lead level. 
Lead causes IRREVERSIBLE DAMAGE to the brain and nervous system.

• Lead Poisoning Prevention and Lead Hazard 
Control
○ Article 1716
○ Passed April 26, 2023

• Lead Inspection at least every 3 years
○ Landlord’s responsibility

■ Certified Lead Dust Sampling Technician
■ Certified Lead-based Paint Risk Assessor

• Lead remediation before rental registration 
issued
○ Landlord’s responsibility



Step 2
Enforcement

There is no safe blood lead level. 
Lead causes IRREVERSIBLE DAMAGE to the brain and nervous system.



Enforcing the  Lead Ordinance

There is no safe blood lead level. 
Lead causes IRREVERSIBLE DAMAGE to the brain and nervous system.

• Lead Poisoning Prevention and Lead Hazard 
Control
○ Passed April 26, 2023; same Council meeting 

as Rental Registration program
• Required to submit

○ Lead Free certification, or
○ Lead Safe certification

• Proposed enforcement date
○ January 1, 2027
○ Rental Registration/Licence 
○ Renew every 3 years



Step 3
Remediation, if necessary

There is no safe blood lead level. 
Lead causes IRREVERSIBLE DAMAGE to the brain and nervous system.



Lead Remediation Funding

There is no safe blood lead level. 
Lead causes IRREVERSIBLE DAMAGE to the brain and nervous system.

Green and Healthy 
Homes, Inc
$350,000

William Penn 
Foundation
$1 million

Total
$1.35 million

# Lead Remediation in 
HUD-Supported 
Homes

10 10 20

# Lead Remediation in 
Non HUD-Supported 
Homes

7 20 27

# Air Purifiers 34 124 158



Benefits to You

There is no safe blood lead level. 
Lead causes IRREVERSIBLE DAMAGE to the brain and nervous system.



Step 4
Meeting of the Minds

There is no safe blood lead level. 
Lead causes IRREVERSIBLE DAMAGE to the brain and nervous system.



Lead Ordinance Implementation 
and Planning  Team

There is no safe blood lead level. 
Lead causes IRREVERSIBLE DAMAGE to the brain and nervous system.



Success Story
Robert Mould
Code Officer

East Lansdowne
There is no safe blood lead level. 

Lead causes IRREVERSIBLE DAMAGE to the brain and nervous system.



HUD-Funded Lead Inspection 
and Remediation Resources

There is no safe blood lead level. 
Lead causes IRREVERSIBLE DAMAGE to the brain and nervous system.

Lora Werner
Director
Delaware County Health 
Department

John Forte
Construction Manager
Community Action Agency of 
Delaware County



Lead Service Line Resources

There is no safe blood lead level. 
Lead causes IRREVERSIBLE DAMAGE to the brain and nervous system.

Chester Water Authority



Questions?
Kristin Motley
kmotley@cityofchesterpa.gov
484-745-4199 (call or text)

There is no safe blood lead level. 
Lead causes IRREVERSIBLE DAMAGE to the brain and nervous system.
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