COUNCIL CHAMBERS
NOVEMBER 12, 2025

MEETING OF THE
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:03am with Mayor Roots
presiding. A prayer was said by Minister Keith Muhammad, Nation of Islam, Chester, PA, followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance. The roll was called and the following were present:

Tameka Gibson-Williams
Fred Green
Portia West
Shy’'Quan Davis
Mayor Stefan Roots

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (October 22, 2025)
was approved. The following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.

Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.

OLD BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS

Councilwoman Gibson-Williams says this past Monday we honored our Veteran's and | want to give a round of applause to
the Parks & Rec Staff for making sure that the Mothers Park was very presentable for our Veteran’s. | appreciate you'll. We
were able to honor our Community Members with certificates showing them that we are grateful for the sacrifices that they all
have given.

Councilman Green says one of the Resolutions that you'll see is the MOU with the Country of Paraguay. There will be a
signing on Saturday at 11:30am here at City Hall. The Community is invited to attend the event. Later that day there will be a
Game, Paraguay vs USA Team down at the Soccer Stadium. Then after the game they will be having an After Party/Networking
Celebration at Dream Terminal. The tickets are $50 but it's buy one get one free (two people for the price of one).

Mayor Roots says right downstairs last Wednesday the PA House Environmental Resources and Natural Protection Committee
had a hearing on LNG Export Terminal proposed for Southeast Pennsylvania. There's still talk out there that an LNG Export
Terminal is targeted for anywhere between Marcus Hook and Eddystone and we are right in the middle. The message is WE DO
NOT WANT TO SEE AN LNG EXPORT TERMINAL HERE! In Philadelphia, Councilwoman Jamie Gauthier has a bill in
Philadelphia to stop Philadelphia from burning trash. Which simply means that their trash would not come to Chester. On this
coming Monday at 1pm, in Philadelphia, | will be speaking at their hearing in front of the Philadelphia Environmental Committee
(same thing...WE DON'T WANT YOUR TRASH!). Last week on Thursday, right out front, a Statue was erected and a big
celebration for Ms. Fredia Gibbs (Fredia the Cheetah). The Chester Park band shell and seats out front, today at 6 o’clock,
County Council will be voting on whether they're going to back up the Authority that has granted us $100,000.00 to fix it up.
Once we get the approval at County Council planning will begin. The Process will probably take us to March (early Spring) to
start the renovations and hopefully by the end of Summer we can have some events out in Chester Park again. Banneker
repairs...life safety repairs...that work has been ordered by the Courts to get done. The entrance on the Post Office side of the
building a Bike Maintenance Station was put up and also in Eyre Park there is one of these stations. Anti-Poverty Symposium...|
went to one and it told me one thing that poverty for some people isn’t the same poverty that we're talking about here. So, |
really believe we need to have something like that, an Anti-Poverty Symposium right here in the City of Chester. | also went to



one called Al for Public Goods sponsored by Governor Shapiro. Some good stuff came out of there. We'll be looking to have a
Mayor’s Lecture really soon (inaudible) that will help to reduce crime. We had Trunk of Treats...thank you everybody who
participated in that here in City Hall and for the Police Station. Meg Grant, Keystone First, | suggest that we rename it to Meg
Grant Wellness Center, that's how impactive she was in bringing that to us. Chester High School Football keeps winning!
On the 20t of this Month, (see Attachment #1 *1).

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Ordinances.

BILL NO. 5
ORD. _, 2025

AN ORDINANCE
FIRST READING

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA,
AMENDING PART THIRTEEN — PLANNING AND ZONING, OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES
OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA, 1978, AS SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED,

TO REVISE SUBSECTION 1327.01 (b) ENTITLED “COMMERCIAL USES” OF ARTICLE
1327 ENTITLED “ALLOWED USES IN PRIMARILY NON-RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS”,
TO PROHIBIT A CONSTRUCTION COMPANY OR TRADESPERSON’S HEADQUARTERS IN

THE C-1/R, C-2/R, CBD, AND W-1 ZONING DISTRICTS, TO ESTABLISH A MAXIMUM
PERCENTAGE OF LOT FOR OUTDOOR STORAGE IN THE LIGHT INDUSTRIAL
COMMERCIAL (LIC) ZONING DISTRICT, AND DEFINE “CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
OR TRADESPERSON’S HEADQUARTERS” IN SUBSECTION 1365.02; AND
REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES
INCONSISTENT THEREWITH.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 5, 2025 was passed on its First Reading. The
following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

BILL NO. 6
ORD. __, 2025

AN ORDINANCE
FIRST READING

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA,
PROVIDING FOR THE OPENING OF ULRICH STREET, A VACATED STREET, SITUATED
GENERALLY BETWEEN THE SOUTHERLY SIDE OF WEST SECOND STREET AND THE
NORTHERLY SIDE OF WEST FRONT STREET.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 6, 2025 was passed on its First Reading. The
following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions.
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the following individuals have requested a handicapped parking zone:

1. David Dziobczynski, 240 Broomall Street;
2. Linda Dykes, 812 West 8t Street;



Thomas Ray Majors, 129 East 21st Street;
Denise Miller, 1115 Butler Street;

Felicia M. Catlett, 331 East 20t Street;
Carlos Lopez, 116 Thurlow Street
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On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, pursuant to 65 P.S. §67.101 et seq., commonly known as the “Right-to-Know Law” the City of Chester is
required to designate an official or employee as the Open Records Officer; and

WHEREAS, due to unforeseen circumstances, the City of Chester needs to appoint an Interim Open Records Officer.
NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby ratify the appointment of Candice Newsome as the Interim Open Records Officer for the City of
Chester, effective November 6, 2025.

FURTHER, it does authorize the proper City official to register the change with the Pennsylvania Office of Open
Records.

EVEN FURTHER, said official is authorized to take the necessary steps to meet the Pennsylvania Office of Open
Records Posting Requirements under Section 504(b).

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby authorize testing to be given by the Civil Service Board to all eligible candidates for the position of
Battalion Chief in the Chester Fire Department.

FURTHER, that it does hereby authorize the proper City official to establish a civil service list for the position.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Environmental Protection (‘DEP”) is authorized under
Section 4(8) of the Air Pollution Control Act (35 P.S. §§ 4001 to 4015) to conduct atmospheric sampling programs; and

WHEREAS, the DEP has selected a property owned by the City of Chester that would be an ideal area to monitor the
air quality; and

WHEREAS, DEP wishes to install one (1) Air Monitoring Station and its equipment at the designated location for an
18-month period.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:



That it does hereby approve entering into a License Agreement with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department
of Environmental Protection to allow DEP the ability to access, install, maintain, operate and remove an Air Monitoring Station
and associated equipment, at its own expense at the Boys & Girls Club of Chester, PA.

FURTHER, it does authorize the proper City official to execute said agreement for and on behalf of the City of Chester.
FURTHER, said Agreement is contingent upon final approval of the City Solicitor.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the City of Chester desires to add to its professional capacity by seeking the services of an alternate
engineering firm as may be required from time to time for various projects; and

WHEREAS, for projects that may be funded by the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program or other
federal or state programs, engineering services should go through a formal procurement process.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby authorize the proper City Officials to prepare a Request for Proposals for Professional Engineering
Consulting Services which are to be reviewed by the appropriate staff who will make a subsequent recommendation to City
Council for awarding a contract for alternate engineering services.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION

BE IT RATIFIED, that the City of Chester of Delaware County hereby requests a Statewide Local Share Assessment
grant not to exceed $1,000,000.00 from the Commonwealth Financing Authority to be used to upgrade damaged and inoperable
vehicles in the following departments: License & Inspections, Polic, Parks, and Public Works.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Chester does hereby designate Mayor Stefan Roots and Candice
Newsome, City Clerk, as the official(s) to execute all documents and agreements between the City of Chester and the
Commonwealth Financing Authority to facilitate and assist in obtaining the requested grant.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does ratify the engagement of MG Engineering Associates, LLC, to provide environmental consulting and field
oversight services, for the construction of a new Public Works Facility, in an amount not to exceed $24,250.00.

FURTHER, it does hereby ratify the execution of the proposal by the proper City official for and on behalf of the City of
Chester.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION



WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Chester authorized entering into a contract with Davis Construction of July 23,
2025, as the general contractor for the construction of a new Public Works Facility, ARPA Project #27, at a total contract value of
$4,825,353.00; and

WHEREAS, change order COR-0001 in the amount of $83,014.00 for additional unanticipated work was approved by
Chester City Council on October 22, 2025, increasing the contract value to $4,908.367.00; and

WHEREAS, change order COR-002 was submitted by Davis Construction in the amount of $9,886.00 to provide a
larger construction trailer to also accommodate the City’s construction manager as required by the City.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby approve Change Order #2 (COR-0002) in the amount of $9,886.00 increasing the contract value
between the City of Chester and Davis Construction to $4,918,253.00.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Developer, Alliance HP, has posted financial security with the City of Chester in connection with
improvements required for the 4t and Booth Distribution Center Land Development (Phase 2); and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 509(f) of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code and the City's Developer’s
Agreement dated November 2023, the Developer has requested a partial release of said security; and

WHEREAS, the City Engineer, Colliers Engineering & Design, by memorandum dated October 27, 2025, has certified
that the required public improvements for Phase 2 have been completed in accordance with the approved plans except for
landscaping and lawn stabilization, and has recommended release of funds as set forth below; and

WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Director has reviewed and approved the Engineer’s recommendation.
NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby approve Security Release #2 for the 4t and Booth Distribution Center Land Development (Phase
2), in the amount of $$254,083.80, leaving a balance of $23,740.00 to be retained as maintenance security through April 30,
2027, the commencement of the 18-month maintenance period, consistent with MPC §509(k).

FURTHER, it does authorize the proper City official to execute any documents necessary to facilitate the release of
said funds for and on behalf of the City of Chester upon final approval of the City Solicitor.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Congress approved the American Resuce Plan Act of 2021 and appropriated American Rescue Plan
(“ARP”) funds to be administered through the Department of Housing and Urban Development’s HOME Investment Partnerships
Program; and

WHEREAS, HOME-ARP funds are to be used to perform the following four (4) activities for qualifying individuals and
families who are homeless, at risk for homelessness, or in other vulnerable populations: Development and support of affordable
housing; tenant-based rental assistance (“TBRA”); provision of supportive services; and acquisition and development of
noncongregate shelter units; and



WHEREAS, the Department of Housing and Urban Development has allocated a total of $1,320,271.00 in HOME-ARP
funds to the City of Chester (“City”); and

WHEREAS, the Chester Economic Development Authority (‘CEDA”) as administrative agent of the City, issued a
Request for Proposals for the development of HOME-ARP rental housing; and

WHEREAS, based on the evaluation of Proposals received on August 8, 2025, CEDA has recommended that the City
consider allocating HOME-ARP funds in an amount not to exceed $660,839.00 to Everest PACE Center, Inc. for Phase | of the
Silvercare Senior Housing Development Project located at the former Community Hospital Campus, 2600 W. 8t Street. The
Project will include forty-five (45) units of affordable rental units for seniors aged 62 and older; and

WHEREAS, in order to make HOME-ARP funds available for the Project, the City is required to complete a Substantial
Amendment to its F.Y. 2021 Action Plan in order to reallocate funds from the Supportive Services, Non-Profit Operating, and
Administrative/Planning line items to the Rental Housing Development line item.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

1. That it does hereby authorize the Chester Economic Development Authority to initiate the process required to
amend the F.Y. 2021 Action Plan in connection with HOME-ARP funding.

2. That it does hereby approve the allocation of HOME-ARP funds in an amount not to exceed $660,839.00 to
Everest PACE Center, Inc. for Phase | of the Silvercare Senior Housing Development Project, contingent upon the
City's approval of the Substantial Amendment to the F.Y. 2021 Action Plan and acceptance of such Amended
Action Plan by the Department of Housing and Urban Development.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the City of Chester (City) is developing the Crozer Park section of the Chester Creek Trail to provide a
safe transportation option for pedestrians and bicycle riders; and

WHEREAS, a portion of the Project required the removal of an abandoned and deteriorated swimming pool; and

WHEREAS, the City wishes to implement the Crozer Park trail Reforestation Project to purchase and plant mature
trees along the section of the Trail that previously housed the former pool.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

1. That it does hereby authorize the submission of a PECO Green Region Open Space Program Grant Application in
the amount of $10,000.00 for the Project.

2. The City will provide matching funds in the amount of $10,000.00, such funds to be provided through the
Community Development Block Grant Program or from other public funding sources. All funds will be used for the
purchase and planting of mature trees as part of the Crozer Park Trail Reforestation Project.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby authorize the proper City official to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) between
the City of Chester, the Delaware County District Attorney’s Office, and the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society (‘PHS”) to



transform vacant lots, owned by the City of Chester and the Chester Redevelopment Authority which are subject to persistent
illegal dumping, into green spaces that will improve the livability of neighborhoods in which such lots are located.

FURTHER, it does hereby authorize the proper City official(s) to execute all the necessary documents for and on
behalf of the City of Chester.

FURTHER, the MOU is contingent upon final approval and review of the City Solicitor.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby authorize the proper City official to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) between
the City of Chester, the Delaware County District Attorney’s Office, and the Chester Police Department for the Chester Partners
for Safe Neighborhoods Initiative (“CPSN”) to coordinate comprehensive strategies to reduce gun violence, enhance community
safety, and strengthen collaboration between municipal departments, law enforcement and community partners.

FURTHER, it does hereby authorize the proper City official(s) to execute all the necessary documents for and on
behalf of the City of Chester and the Chester Police Department.

FURTHER, the MOU’s are contingent upon final approval and review of the City Solicitor.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby authorize the proper City official to enter into the attached Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU")
with the City of Salto Del Guaira’, Paraguay, to establish a Sister City relationship built on mutual respect, friendship, and shared
initiatives and goals and is intended as a framework to guide future activities that promote, support, and encourage and
exchange of culture, education, trade and community development.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, as part of the overall construction of the City's new Public Works garage, the City is in need of
professional services to provide Geotechnical and Construction Quality Control Services during the course of construction; and

WHEREAS, the City solicited proposals from a variety of engineering firms capable of performing these services in
consultation with the City’s construction manager on this project; and

WHEREAS, after further review, it was determined that David Blackmore & Associates (DBA), Inc., 1876 Greentree
Road, Cherry Hill, NJ 08003, met all of the City’s criteria and the attached proposal along with their fee schedule is
recommended for approval.

NOW, THERFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby ratify entering into an agreement with David Blackmore & Associates (DBA), Inc., for the required
professional services to support the construction of the City’s Public Works building at a cost not to exceed $29,273.84



On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

Councilwoman West says we did have an Executive Session on Monday, November 10, on the Ordinances and
Resolutions to fully understand each one.

REPORTS
Department of Parks, Recreation & Facilities Report — Mark Alexander, Director (see Attachment #2)
PRESENTATIONS

Fire Department Community Member Recognition (Edward Nelson) — John Paul Shirley, Fire Commissioner
Mr. Nelson was presented with a customized CFD Helmet
Clergy Appreciation - Lisa Dennis, Chester Police Chaplains Corps (see Attachment #3)

Public Comment

Nasir Jihad says we have an Islamic Institute of Studies School up at 1105 Concord Avenue. | am here to see about requesting
School Zone Signs and maybe some bumps or something being to acknowledge a School. | would like to thank you'll and
recognize the City Council who are putting feet on the ground, who are coming out in person and physically showing up, making
the changes in the City of Chester.

Angie Johnson, Director of Prevention, Boys and Girls Club, Chester says (see Attachment #1 *2).

Brown Williams says a lot of places need black top...3™ and 4t Street. On 7 Street, down there by Murphy Church, where the
trees are at, the curb is coming up. Somebody is going to get hurt. Potter Street...the road needs to be fixed over there. Coming
down through here we need black top. Why you'll don’t build a Gym or something for them children to go to and have someplace
to play (we have a lot of empty fields around here) to keep them out of trouble. Every Sunday the Fire Department used to give
out Fire Extinguishers. Last week I called Delco and different People, but no one ever showed. There was smoke coming up out
of the manhole. The Sewer People did come down there and look at it. | would like to know what’s on that corner across the
street from me because the folks that were living in that house never moved (inaudible). They came around there sniffing and
three days later they had to move out. I'd like to know what is in that hole. | live there. Come down there and look at it. The
trash...People dumping mattresses.

Councilman Green says | just told Tom, Chief of Staff, last week that | want to build a Recreation Center in the City of Chester.
That's on my list.

Councilwoman Gibson-Williams says there is a gym being built right now on 7t & Booth for the Children at the Access Center.
Amin Abdul Salim says it is good to hear and to see all the People that made a great contribution to the City. We have a long

way to go. We are not there yet. Follow the clear guidance that the Lord has given us. Brother Keith is quite close to me. So,
I'd like to give him a shout out.

**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office

Ken Schuster, City Solicitor acknowledges the Get-Well Card given to him by his Colleagues, here at City Hall. Thank
you for thinking of me!

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS




Councilman Green says (see Attachment #1 *3 and *4).

Councilwoman Gibson-Williams says we all know that the Government is in a shutdown and it affected many of our
Residents. | want to applaud all of the efforts that our Community has made in coming together, making sure no one went

hungry.

Councilwoman West says Mr. Brown I'm going to check with the Public Works Director and also others who are involved with
our Street Program here in Chester. Congratulations to all the Honorees.

Mayor Roots says I'd like to encourage everybody...there should be some more out on the table...events that are coming up
(attachment #1 Upcoming Event Around Chester). Download the Chester City Connect App. Don'’t forget Chester High
Football, 1p, Saturday, up at the A-Field.

Councilwoman Gibson-Williams says (see Attachment #1 *5). We are still looking for donations. If anyone would like to
donate, please see me before you leave. The Chester Police Chaplin (see Attachment #4).

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:58am.

Respectfully submitted,

NOVEMBER 12, 2025 Candice Newsome, City Clerk



