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QUARTERLY REPORT FROM MARK ALEXANDER
OPENING: GOOD MORNING MAYOR, COUNCIL & RESIDENTS

PARK, RECREATION & FACILITIES HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2025 AND A QUICK LOOK AT WHAT’S
AHEAD

OUR DEPARTMENT MANAGES (27) PUBLIC PARKS, (5) MONUMENTS AND (4) CITY
OWNED FACILITIES - NOT INCLUDING THE FIRE STATIONS

JUST THIS PAST YEAR, OUR TEAM MAINTAINED OVER 2,500 ACRES OF PARKLAND AND PUBLIC
SPACE ACROSS THE CITY.

WE ALSO OVERSEE EVENT PERMITS AND COORDINATE MANY OF THE PROGRAMS AND
COMMUNITY EVENTS THAT SERVE OUR RESIDENTS

DEPARTMENT GROWTH & EFFICIENCY

THIS YEAR, WE WELCOMED A NEW PARKS AND RECREATION COORDINATOR TO OUR TEAM.
THIS ROLE HAS ALREADY HELPED US IMPROVE EVENT PLANNING, COMMUNITY OUTREACH
AND PERMIT MANAGEMENT - ALLOWING US TO RESPOND MORE QUICKLY AND KEEP
PROGRAMS RUNNING SMOOTHLY.

WE ALSO MADE A MAJOR INVESTMENT IN A PIECE OF NEW EQUIPMENT - THE TRI-DECK
TRACTOR-WHICH HAS GREATLY INCREASED OUR EFFICIENCY IN MAINTAINING OUR PARKS,
REDUCING MANPOWER HOURS AND KEEPING OUR PARKS LOOKING THEIR BEST ALL SEASON
LONG.

EXAMPLES:

1. CHESTER PARK (72 ACRES) NOW TAKES 3 2 DAYS INSTEAD OF 5
2. SUN VILLAGE PARK (28 ACRES) WENT FROM 4 DAYS TO 2 2 DAYS
3. MEMORIAL PARK (21 ACRES) WAS REDUCED FROM 2 FULL DAYS TO JUST 1

PARK IMPROVEMENTS & COMMUNITY PROJECTS
WE’VE ALSO MADE VISIBLE PROGRESS IN SEVERAL OF OUR COMMUNITY SPACES.
EXAMPLES:

AT FOUR SEASONS PARK, WE COMPLETED A LIGHTING UPGRADE AT 7™ & PENNELL THROUGH
THE SAFE NEIGHBORING PROGRAM, SUPPORTED BY PECO AND THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S
OFFICE. THIS UPGRADE HAS IMPROVED BOTH SAFETY AND VISIBILITY FOR PARK VISITORS.

AT SUN VILLAGE PARK, THE STORYBOOK WALK PROJECT WAS SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED
AND IT’S BEEN VERY WELL RECEIVED BY THE COMMUNITY. A SPECIAL THANK YOU GOES OUT
TO THE CLEAN AIR COUNCIL FOR THEIR SUPPORT ON THIS EFFORT.

SUMMER PROGRAMS & MEMORIAL PARKPOOL
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THE MEMORIAL PARK POOL WAS ANOTHER MAJOR HIGHLIGHT THIS SUMMER. DESPITE SOME

EARLY CHALLENGES, OUR TEAM WORKED HARD TO OPEN AND OPERATE THE POOL

SUCCESSFULLY PROVIDING FAMILIES AND YOUTH GROUPS WITH A FUN AND SAFE PLACE TO

ENJOY ALL SEASON LONG.

WE ALSO HAD AN INCREDIBLE YEAR WITH OUR SUMMER FOOD PROGRAM- SERVING ABOUT
250 CHILDREN DAILY AND DISTRIBUTING OVER 6,000 MEALS, WHICH IS DOUBLE LAST YEAR’S
TOTAL OF 3,000. THIS ACHIEVEMENT WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN POSSIBLE WITHOUT OUR
PARTNERS - JAMIL COTTMAN AND HIS TEAM AND JONATHAN KING AND HIS STAFF. THANK
YOU BOTH FOR YOUR CONTINUED DEDICATION AND SUPPORT.

LOOKING AHEAD:
AS WE LOOK FORWARD - WE HAVE SEVERAL EXCITING PROJECTS ON THE WAY:

ANEW PLAYGROUND COMING TO SUN VILLAGE PARK

BATHROOM AND FACILITY UPGRADES AT THE SUN VILLAGE RECREATION CENTER

AMPHITHEATRE UPGRADES AT CHESTER PARK

A NEW TRAIL BEING DEVELOPED AT CROZER WITH THE COLLABORATION OF CEDA

AND PARTNERS.

5. SOCCER AND BASKETBALL COURT UPGRADES AT 7™ & PENN (7™ STREET COURTS), IN
PARTNERSHIP WITH LOVE FUTBOL, THE PHILADELPHIA UNION FOUNDATION AND
KEVIN DURANT

6. FINALLY, WE LOOK FORWARD TO MAINTAINING THE NEW PUBLIC WORKS BUILDING

WHICH HAS BROKEN GROUND WITH AN ANTICIPATED COMPLETION DATE SOMETIME

IN 2026.

W o

CLOSING:

I WANT TO THANK OUR ENTIRE PARKS, RECREATION AND FACILITIES TEAM FOR THEIR
DEDICATION, LONGEVITY AND EXCELLENCE. THEIR COMMITMENT TO KEEPING OUR PARKS
SAFE, CLEAN AND ACTIVE CONTINUES TO ENHANCE THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR EVERYONE IN
OUR CITY. ALSO, THANK YOU TO OUR CO-WORKERS,PARTNERS AND RESIDENTS FOR YOUR
ONGOING SUPPORT AND FOR HELPING US MAKE OUR PUBLIC SPACES SOMETHING TO BE
PROUD OF.
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FUNDRAISER AT

BROOKHAVEN
LISE THE FLYER
G - Tpm November 12th

TO SURPPORT CGUR CHAPLAINCY




