
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         OCTOBER 22, 2025   
 
                     
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:12am with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Dr. Lisa Dennis, Interim Pastor, New Jerusalem Church of Chester, COGIC, Police 
Chaplain President followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. The roll was called and the following were present: 

 
 

Tameka Gibson-Williams  
Fred Green 
Portia West  

Shy’Quan Davis 
Mayor Stefan Roots  

 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (October 8, 2025) 
was approved.  The following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 

 
 

Mayor Roots says myself and Councilman Green, somewhere around 11:30a, we are going to have to get out of here.  If 
you see us leave the Deputy Mayor will be handling the conclusion of the Meeting if it goes that long. 
 
 

Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 

Livia Smith says Resolution #117; I just want an explanation on what does it mean by with no substantial cost to the City. 
 
Councilman Green says the Philadelphia Union Foundation and love.fubol, they are revitalizing the 7th Street Basketball Courts 
and through Kevin Durant and a number of other donors they are funding it completely.  The soft cost that the City may incur are 
like permits. 
 
Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says there may be some staff costs in supporting this particular project, additional insurance costs, but 
there will be no actual hard cost when it comes to the actual construction. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Councilwoman Gibson-Williams reads a letter of Appreciation (see attachment #1) 
 
Mayor Roots says the Army/Navy have a soccer game annually and it’s held down at the Stadium.  Last year they had a ship 
docked in Philadelphia that I got to visit and got to know some people on board.  This year one of the Navy Personnel that was 
on that ship last year reached out to me.  He wanted to say hi and we did connect at the soccer game at the Stadium.  He 
wanted to know if there was any way I could direct him to some Phillies tickets (they were in the Playoffs but lost and didn’t 
make it back to Philadelphia to play when they were here).  I did tell him if he was into sports I can provide you with 
something else with the help of a friend.  They took advantage of it and had a good time.  I got a note from his Mother saying 
(see attachment #2).  Subaru Park…the Philadelphia Union are in the playoffs. Their first game is Sunday at 5:30p and they 
have home field advantage for the entire playoffs because they won the Supporters’ Shield.  CHS Football Team…they have 
won every Del Val I Game in the last 4 years.  They went 16-0 in the league games.  On October 16, out in Delaware County, the 
Delaware County Interactive Gaming Revenue Authority (DCIGRA) granted the City of Chester $100,000.00 to fix the Band 
Shell out in Chester Park.  It still has to be approved by Delaware County Council.  It would be so strong if a number of us 



showed up on November 10, 2025, at 1p.m.  at their Agenda Meeting where they make all the decisions before their Council 
Meeting to show support. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Councilwoman Gibson-Williams reads a Grant Proposal Statement (see attachment #3) and a Statement on Police 
Misconduct (see attachment #4). 
 
Councilman Davis says (this is in regard to the incident(s) on the day of Homecoming) I, myself, Councilman Davis, in the 
full support of the (inaudible) community in our City of Chester for positive change to our education system, our entertainment 
and most importantly our kids, children, adult safety.  That is my number one concern always.  I stand completely in support of 
our Police Department and Commissioner Blackwell in the decisions that she has been making with helping and support making 
the City of Chester in the numbers that we read off earlier with the homicide rate, the lack of incidents that have been occurring 
in the Community and everything that has been positive change in Chester.   I do not support chaos, police brutality or any 
misconduct from Police Officers in any form or fashion.  As a young man who was the Grandson of a Police Officer, I understand 
what positive community policing looks like and what I’ve seen unfortunately was not that.  We have to hold our Elected Officials, 
which is myself, our People who serve our Community (the Police Officers, Fire Fighters, First Responders) accountable.  They 
must be held accountable to a higher power.  They do answer directly to the Mayor and the Police Commissioner.  I am asking 
that our Community still continue to come out every day and hold each and every one of us accountable for everyone’s actions 
and decisions that they make.  We need to hold ourselves accountable.   
 
 

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Ordinance. 
 
BILL NO. 4 
ORD. 4, 2025 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
LAST AND FINAL READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, 

ENACTING NEW ARTICLE 513 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA, 1978, AS SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED, ENTITLED 

“TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES” TO ESTABLISH CRITERIA AND GUIDELINES 
FOR THE INSTALLATION OF TRAFFIC-CALMING MEASURES ON CITY OWNED 

ROADWAYS SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED TO REDUCE THE SPEED, BUT NOT 
NECESSARILY THE VOLUME OF MOTOR VEHICLE TRAFFIC IN RESIDENTIAL AREAS, 

NOR IS THE PURPOSE TO MOVE TRAFFIC TO ADJOINING ROADWAYS; AND TO 
ENACT ENFORCEMENT AND EDUCATION ACTIVITIES BY THE CHESTER POLICE 
DEPARTMENT; AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES 

INCONSISTENT THEREWITH. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 4, 2025 was passed on its Last and Final 
Reading.  The following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
 

 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 94 
OF 2025, GRANTING PRELIMINARY/FINAL APPROVAL TO SILVERCARE SENIOR HOUSING FOR ITS OVERALL 
MASTER LAND DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN INDEPENDENT LIVING FACILITY WITH 
SUPPORT SERVICES AT 2500 WEST 9TH STREET, CHESTER, PA. 



 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING RESOLUTION 96 OF 
2025, GRANTING PRELIMINARY/FINAL APPROVAL TO 742 WEST FRONT STREET, LLC FOR ITS SUBDIVISION AND 
LAND DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF A WAREHOUSE DEVELOPMENT AT 742 WEST FRONT 
STREET, CHESTER, PA. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester previously engaged the services of MidAtlantic Solid Waste Consultants, LLC, d/b/a 
MSW Consultants to provide consulting services in preparing an overhaul of the procurement specifications for residential 
curbside trash and recycling services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the results of the procurement process resulted in the City of Chester awarding a five-year contract with 
an effective start date of January 1, 2026, to a new solid waste hauler at a significant cost savings to taxpayers; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City seeks to continue its relationship with MSW Consultants as it seeks to onboard the new solid 
waste hauler, implement the terms and conditions of the new contract, assist in the distribution of 10,000 recycling carts to 
residents per the contract, provide support and development of a resident outreach and education plan, assist in seeking grant 
reimbursement under the Act 101 Section 902 program, and provide other administrative support as may be required. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
That it does hereby accept the September 11, 2025, proposal of MSW Consultants at the proposed hourly rates and 

service fees as provided in the attached, not to exceed $19,000.00. 
 
FURTHER, said amendment is contingent upon final review and approval of the City Solicitor. 

 
On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 

was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
   
 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Chester authorized entering into a contract with Davis Construction on July 23, 
2025, as the general contractor for the construction of a new Public Works Facility, ARPA Project #27, at a total contract value of 
$4,825,353.00; and 
 
 WHEREAS, additional work has subsequently been identified that is required to be completed prior to construction of 
the building which includes: 
 

• Excavation and removal of approximately 275 cubic yards of contaminated soil and backfilling and compacting with 
clean soil and stone. 

• Removal, cleaning, and disposal of two (2) underground storage tanks. 
 

WHEREAS, Davis Construction has provided a formal change order (COR-0001) in the amount of $83,014.00 to perform 
this  

Additional work as identified in the attached proposal dated October 9, 2025. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 



 
 That it does hereby approve Change Order #1 (COR-00001) in the amount of $83,014.00 increasing the contract value 
between the City of Chester and Davis Construction to $4,908,367.00. 
 
 FURTHER, in the event that site conditions require removal of additional contaminated soil beyond the estimated 275 
cubic yards anticipated, City agrees to a unit cost of $75 per cubic yard for such removal pending review and approval of 
appropriate City officials and its agents. 
 
 FURTHER, that the appropriate City officials are hereby authorized to execute the Change Order upon final review and 
approval of the City Solicitor. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
   
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 

 
 That it does hereby authorize the proper City official to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the 
Philadelphia Union Foundation and love.fubol, Inc. to establish a collaborative framework to co-develop and activate a new 
community-driven Safe Play Space at 7th Street Park, for the construction of a new soccer court and improvements to three (3) 
existing basketball courts, with no substantial cost to the City. 
 
 FURTHER, it does authorize the proper City official to execute this MOU for and on behalf of the City. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
  
 WHEREAS, Pastor Calvin “Beyah” Williams was born to the late Lister and Rachel “Sugar Babe” Loper Williams.  A 
proud graduate of Chester High School (Class of 1975), and an honorably discharged U.S. Army Veteran, Pastor Williams 
served both his nation and his community with equal dedication and honor; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Pastor Williams worked at the Franklin Mint, Sleighton Farms, and served the Chester Upland School 
District and he brought peace, hope and healing when needed.  As a Chaplain of Eastern Light Lodge #46, a faithful member of 
the usher board and Men’s Day Committee, and later as Pastor of the Temple of Brotherly Love Christian Church, his leadership  
radiated humility and grace; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Pastor Williams’ ministry transcended the pulpit.  He became a spiritual first responder – called upon time 
and time again to lead candlelight services for victims of gun violence.  In moments of tragedy, he stood firm in faith, offering 
comfort to grieving families and speaking life into a community in pain.  His advocacy against violence and his commitment to 
unity were unwavering.  Through his actions, he reminded us that faith without works is dead; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Pastor Williams was a man who believed in hoy as a form of worship.  He loved fishing, singing, dancing, 
and gathering people together in love and laughter.  His barbeques became neighborhood ministries – complete with food, music 
and open arms.  He handed out cold water on hot days, water ice for the children, and warm meals for anyone in need.  In his 
eyes, no one was a stranger, only family he hadn’t yet met. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the installation of an honorary street sign, renaming a portion of Sproul Street at West 8 th 
Street to Reverend Calvin “Beyah” Williams Way, honoring his life as a living testimony of faith, service and unwavering love for 
his city and its people. 
 
 FURTHER, it does authorize the Department of Public Works to order and install the aforementioned sign. 



 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
  
 WHEREAS, the late Isiah Sr. and Tommie Lee Jones were considered pillars in the Chester City Community, they 
were strong supporters of the youth in the City and helped them navigate challenges at home, school, and rough social issues 
throughout the community; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Jones’ offered their love and multiple programs to get the youth off the streets of the City of Chester 
and scores of young people would gather at their home at 502 Parker Street where they were greeted with nourishment and 
unconditional love; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Mrs. Tommie Lee Jones was a fierce advocate for making sure Chester youth were not overlooked nor 
underserved.  Through her non-profit, Youth in Action Agency, she connected Chester teenagers with jobs, tutors, and college 
recruiters.  She also organized field trips to various places outside the City to encourage young people to dream big, work hard, 
and make something of themselves; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Mr. Ike Jones Sr., also left an indelible mark on the community, through his willingness to work with young 
people, organizing and fully sponsoring sporting events in the community and workshops where young adults could come out 
and meet potential employers looking to hire Chester residents.  Mr. Jones was also a long-time employee of the City of Chester. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the installation of an honorary street sign, renaming a portion of Parker Street at West 5 th 
Street to Ike and Tommie Lee Jones Way, honoring their lives, dedication and love for the youth of the City of Chester. 
 
 FURTHER, it does authorize the Department of Public Works to order and install the aforementioned sign. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania issued an Order outlining the composition of the Stormwater 
Authority of the City of Chester Board; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Court ordered the Board will consist of 5 members with staggered terms; and 
 
 WHEREAS, at the time of the Order a vacancy existed on the Board, and the Court ordered that said term was to 
expire the first Monday in January 2029; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City desires to comply with the Court’s Order and the Board is currently organized as follows: 
 
    Name   Term of Office 
    Joan Neal  October 28, 2025 
    Livia Smith  October 28, 2026 
    William Riley  October 28, 2027 
    John Shelton  October 28, 2028 
    Zamon Ahmed  January 1, 2029 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That upon the expiration of the term of Joan Neal, it does hereby appoint Isiah Jones, as a member of the Stormwater 
Authority of the City of Chester Board, term to expire October 28, 2030. 



 
 On motion of Mayor Roots, seconded by NONE, the above Resolution was NOT adopted.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania issued an Order outlining the composition of the Stormwater 
Authority of the City of Chester Board; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Court ordered the Board will consist of 5 members with staggered terms; and 
 
 WHEREAS, at the time of the Order a vacancy existed on the Board, and the Court ordered that said term was to 
expire the first Monday in January 2029; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City desires to comply with the Court’s Order with the Board currently organized as follows: 
 
    Name   Term of Office 
    Joan Neal  October 28, 2025 
    Livia Smith  October 28, 2026 
    William Riley  October 28, 2027 
    John Shelton  October 28, 2028 
    Zamon Ahmed  January 1, 2029 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby reappoint Joan Neal, as a member of the Stormwater Authority of the City of Chester Board, term 
to expire October 28, 2030. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis.  Nays: Mayor Roots.   
 
 
 
REPORTS  
 
Crystal Burrell, Parks and Recreation Coordinator says (see attachment #5 *1).  There will be a Veteran’s Day Luncheon on 
11/10 at Chester City Hall in the Community Room.  We are having a Thanksgiving Give Back on 11/17 from 3p-7p.  Toys for 
Tots Registration is now open until 11/1 for ages 13 and under.   The applications are available M-F 2p-4p at the front desk at 
City Hall.  Any questions I can be reached at 610-479-0466 or email at cburrell@cityofchesterpa.gov. 
 
Councilman Green says (see attachment #5 *2).  I’d like to honor the presence of the Honorable Judge Davis. 
 
 
Nona Watson, Community Economic Development Director introduces Saakara Pierson, the new Director of License 
and Inspections. 
 
 
 
 

Public Comment 
 
Ralph Scott says I am here as a Public Relations Manager for the Bishop R F Davis Foundation Ministries.  I am here on behalf 
of our President/CEO, Elder Chris Clemens and he wants to build a Holistic Wellness Center at 2331-35 Union Ave.  I am here to 
get the help of the Council, Code Enforcement, L&I and everybody that I need to talk to. 
 
Roland Taylor says (see attachment #6). 
 



Harry Jackson (Keeno) says with all due respect, all we do ask for out in the public is respect.  Respect to you Mayor…no 
name calling…no finger pointing, whatever but you are the zookeeper.  You’re Police Officers are animals.  That night young 
children were getting maced in their face, running to Police cover for support from the Police.  They were macing them.  They’re 
racist. They show no respect to our Community. 
 
Andrew Nelson says (see attachment #7). 
 
Zulene Mayfield says thank you Mayor for the City-Wide Clean-Up.  Thank you, Justin, for having recycling cans available when 
we do the clean-up.  It was a great day and effective.  Thank you, Mayor, for the letter that you sent to Councilwoman Gauthier of 
Philadelphia, in support of her Stop Trashing Our Air Act.  It is an act before Philadelphia in a Committee right now to stop 
sending trash through the incinerator in Chester…poisoning us.  Where are we standing at with the Ethics Policy?  Contaminated 
soil down at that site…you know I’m going to be on it.  We know that anytime we disrupt soil it becomes airborne and that 
releases the contamination into our air.  Policing… I was not at Homecoming but what I saw made me quite angry.  I don’t care 
who comes into our Community.  You are going to police us with the same respect you want done in your own Community.  You 
are taught de-escalation tools.  I want to propose that we have a Sit and Meet.  We have to start forging these relationships.  
Let’s start the conversations. 
 
Brown Williams says nobody has been to my house yet.  The Police killed my Grandson right in front of my eyes.  I think that’s 
the same Cops who hit that boy down on Kerlin Street.  I think that Cop from out there by the school in Sharon Hill.  I don’t know 
how he got down here but you go to any police force, and they don’t want him because he’s trouble and something has to be 
done.  Saturday night...them Cops maced those Children no sooner than they got there.  Two of them had to go to the hospital 
out to Riddle.  If you’ll don’t stop these white cops.  Some of those black guys should be with those white guys.  In the past they 
mixed them up.  They don’t give a damn about the people in Chester.  Down by my house it smells like human waste.  The 
Water Company and another company was down there, and they had a sniffer.  I asked what was that for because I live there 
and they wouldn’t tell me.  That was a Friday and on Saturday the white folks had to move out of there. Some of you’ll should 
know why they had to move out of there.  You’ll need to check on that.   
 
Councilwoman West says Mr. Brown is that 6th & Hayes where the smell is coming from.  (He says yes).  We’ll have Public 
Works go there today. 
 
Jermir Caldwell says I am here on behalf of the People of Chester who are tired of silence when it matters the most.  At 
Chester High’s Homecoming on Avenue of the States, we saw Police macing innocent people who was trying to break up those 
altercations as well.  What steps are being taken to make sure our Community can celebrate without being attacked by the same 
people sworn to protect us?  I have a couple of solutions…Council can schedule a Special Hearing where the Police Chief and 
Officers and all must answer public questions about what happened.  Community Members can also be allowed to testify, create 
a public record of the event and ensure that it is not brushed off privately.  Council can also pass a Resolution or make a 
(inaudible) request that all relevant body cam, dash cam footage from that day be released to the Public.  If the footage shows 
unnecessary force or improper behavior, that evidence becomes the foundation for disciplinary or legal action.  Transparency 
builds trust and it’s the City’s right to demand it.  We want better for our Community. 
 
Bird Robinson says I’m here to speak on what I saw this weekend.  There was no sign of de-escalation.  I feel the Police incited 
a riot.  I saw them spraying everyone.  I saw a girl lay on the ground for 25 minutes and no one rendered any aid.  They were too 
busy chasing the People down the street with the mace screaming and yelling.  One of the things that I did notice when they 
didn’t render any aid, I would think when we already know that there is going to be 2,000 people down here that there would 
have been one (1) ambulance in case something went wrong.  We have to be respected as a People. 
 
Shauntae Brown says I felt the presence making me come and speak for the Mothers of the Children that were out here, even 
though some feel as though they shouldn’t have been out there.  Learn how to deal with the consequences of your actions.  
Speaking on the City of Chester and to the Police Officers that were accountable for the situation that happened just up the 
street from here.  They want you to act like animals so they can treat you like animals.  They are hired to attack not crowd 
control.  Understanding your intoxicated and still careless.  The sober was trampled and run over.  Why was there outside police 
presence in the City of Chester?  How come they didn’t hire Bikers or inner-city security?  You never see Chester Cops at a 
Ridley event or even Woodlyn.  Why come here for overtime?  The overtime was a good time for abuse in your power.  No power 
over me because my God is higher.  Most of you’ll are just a badge and a gun.  None of you’ll take the job serious and none of 
you’ll have hearts.  If you didn’t want to work that night, couldn’t you make the cop call 10-42 to end your shift; 10-33 need 



immediate assistance; 11-99 Officer needs help; 20 Officer needs assistance; 30 Officer need help/emergency; Code 1 or Code 
3; no you did not and I’m pretty sure after the time, 10-26 all clear.  I’m pretty sure you’ll made that call a little late. 
 
Cheryl Watson says I stand before you as a concerned parent.  The incident I’m going to talk about happened on 5th Street 
after the Avenue of the States.  My son was getting out of his car and the Officer whose face has been posted on Facebook is 
the Officer that attacked my Son.  Basically, he got out of his car and as soon as he got out, he was handcuffed.  Just getting out 
of a car.  My Son had a bottle of…alcohol was in it…but it was empty.  What was in the bottom of it was pineapple pieces.  When 
they saw the bottle one of the Officers shouted crack!  Tell me when does crack look like that.  As a Police Officer I’m quite sure 
you are trained to know what drugs look like.  Then they wanted to search his car.  For what?  My Son who knows the law said 
no.  Unlawful search.  He was eventually released but I’m concerned.  As a Black Mother with a Black Son and we know what 
happens to our Black Men.  He should not have to endure such attack period!  Something needs to be done especially with the 
Officer whose face has constantly been posted on Facebook.  He’s not for us.  He’s against us. 
 
Lamont Harris says there is no Police interaction.  They don’t come out and talk to us.  So, they don’t even know us, and we get 
to know them.  We need Beat Cops (as soon as they get out of the Academy) so that they can know the Community and the 
Community knows them.  This would not have been a problem had they known the Community.  There are too many Officers 
that are being hired that don’t look like us and are not from the City.  On 11/27 I’ll be doing my Annual Holiday Meal (free meal to 
all) over the Train Station.  If you’d like to contribute, please contribute.   
 
Mayor Roots says we are going to be sitting down.  We are looking at body cams.  We are looking at evidence. We are looking at 
Policing.  We are looking at next time when this comes around what do we have to do in preplanning so that in post, like we are 
now, we don’t run into this again.  We want to have a good time as a Community.  We will have a Listening Session so that all 
the stuff can come out and we can discuss how we are going to do this better next year. 
 
Mayor Roots, Councilman Green, and Kyle Miller, Assistant City Solicitor leaves at 11:59a.m.  Deputy Mayor West 
continues the meeting. 
 
Interim Commissioner Katrina Blackwell says for 22 years I’ve been encouraging People that look like me to join the Police 
force.  It’s been said that I’ll be a Police Officer but not in Chester.  Why not?  What do we want for our Community?  What do we 
want for our Police Department and what do we want it to look like?  She then reads a statement (see attachment #8). 
 
Councilman Davis says how many Police Officers does the City of Chester require to have by law on staff by any given time. 
 
Interim Police Commissioner Blackwell says if you’re talking about daily, the mandatory minimum is five (5). 
 
Councilman Davis says how many Police Officers do we have in the City of Chester right now under our administrative payroll. 
 
Interim Police Commissioner Blackwell says 55. 
 
Councilman Davis says how many Police Officers does the City of Chester need. 
 
Interim Police Commissioner Blackwell says 105. 
 
Amin Abdul Salim says it is to our advantage to be able to ventilate every so often to get this out.  I am not the one to resolve 
the problem but the Mayor offered that.  (Inaudible) problem is a good solution and where we at.  First of all, we want to tone this 
down.  God said if you will “Oh yea Son heaven and earth come yea together”.  Heaven and earth are coming together.  God 
also said, “that do we not know that Heaven and Earth was once one”.  So, knowing this dynamic this great word that our Lord 
has given to us at this time we want to work with that.  This is above everything.  Come yea together.  What the issue here is 
when we come together some want to (inaudible) together in this way and some want to come together in that way.  Now, this is 
obvious.  (Inaudible).  Your Lord and my Lord is one Lord. 
 

 
**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office 

 
 
 



MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 
 
Councilman Davis says I have a message from State Representative Kazeem.  I did a study with the Commonwealth, and we 
determined that the City of Chester needs 100 Police Officers at minimum to effectively and efficiently police the Community.  To 
Ms. Zulene and Mr. Brown, I communicated with you both through email that I’ve personally set up a meeting with the Police 
Officers and the Members involved.  Let Mr. Brown know my heart goes out to his Family and he’s not been ignored, and I’d love 
to make sure that this meeting happens as soon as possible.  She couldn’t be here today because she’s trying to help Members 
get food in the Community with the SNAP Benefits cuts. 
 
Councilwoman Gibson-Williams says if there are any issues that are going on you can bring them to me because I am going 
to take them where they need to go.  I stand with this Community 100%, and I will always be on the side of what’s right no matter 
who it is. 
 
Deputy Mayor West says I don’t say a lot because I wait to get the reports from the Police, Commissioner Blackwell and also 
others.  We are looking at body cam footage and holding meetings behind closed doors that when we come get with you, the 
Community, and have this public interaction then we will have more to say and then we’ll be able to hear more from you.  We 
have to support each other. 
 
 
 
Kim Pinder-Garner says I wanted to congratulate Beyah for his sign because I’ve witnessed and felt what he has done. In 
addition to Mr. Ike Jones and Ms. Tommie Lee, they were at 502 and my Family was at 501 Parker Street, and they were a safe 
place and a belt for my husband when he was a kid growing up.  He is a living testimony of them and their unwavering support 
and love that they have given.  I also want to tell People, don’t put a stigma on someone being a Police Officer.  Please stop 
making a stigma for these kids and encourage them to be part of the change.  They might be and maybe part of what is going to 
be positive in policing our City. 
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 12:32pm. 
  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
OCTOBER 22, 2025     Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


