
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         OCTOBER 8, 2025   
 
                     
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:00am with Deputy Mayor 
West presiding.  A prayer was said by Minister Dolores Sharp, Chaplain & President, First District, Phila PA, followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance. The roll was called and the following were present: 

 
 

Tameka Gibson-Williams  
Shy’Quan Davis 

Deputy Mayor Portia West  
Fred Green (Absent) 

Mayor Stefan Roots (Absent) 
 
 

On motion of Councilor Gibson-Williams, seconded by Councilor Davis, the minutes of the previous meeting 
(September 24, 2025) was approved.  The following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.    
Nays: 0. 

 
 

Deputy Mayor West asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 
 
 

OLD/NEW BUSINESS 
 
 Councilman Davis says on October 20, there will be a Budget Committee Meeting at 1p, and we are still accepting 
applications for the Hometown Heroes Program. 
 
 
 

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Ordinance. 
 
BILL NO. 4 
ORD. ___, 2025 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
FIRST READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, 

ENACTING NEW ARTICLE 513 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA, 1978, AS SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED, ENTITLED 

“TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES” TO ESTABLISH CRITERIA AND GUIDELINES 
FOR THE INSTALLATION OF TRAFFIC-CALMING MEASURES ON CITY OWNED 

ROADWAYS SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED TO REDUCE THE SPEED, BUT NOT 
NECESSARY THE VOLUME OF MOTOR VEHICLE TRAFFIC IN RESIDENTIAL AREAS, 

NOR IS THE PURPOSE TO MOVE TRAFFIC TO ADJOINING ROADWAYS; AND TO 
ENACT ENFORCEMENT AND EDUCATION ACTIVITIES BY THE CHESTER POLICE 
DEPARTMENT; AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES 

INCONSISTENT THEREWITH. 



 
On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Gibson-Williams, Bill No. 4, 2025 was passed on its First 

Reading.  The following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   
 

 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 

 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the following individual has requested a handicapped parking zone: 
 
  Joshua Whitaker, 813 Pusey Street, Chester, PA  19013; and  
 
 WHEREAS, after a thorough investigation by the Department of Public Works, it has been determined the 
aforementioned individual has met all of the required criteria and has a need for said handicapped parking zone. 
   

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
That it does hereby authorize the proper City officials to install a handicapped parking zone in the 800 Block of Pusey 

Street, in the City of Chester. 
 

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Gibson-Williams, the above Resolution was adopted.  The 
following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
   
 WHEREAS, the Chester Bureau of Fire is in receipt of a grant from Delaware County Interactive Gaming Revenue 
Authority (DCIGRA); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the DCIGRA receives Local Share funds pursuant to 4 Pa C.S.A. Section 13B53, to utilize the funds to 
provide grants for economic development, municipal police and emergency services and other purposes for public interest; and 
 
 WHEREAS, DCIGRA awarded the Bureau of Fire $2,523.00. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby approve acceptance of a grant in the amount of $2,523.00 from the Delaware County Interactive 
Gaming Revenue Authority Grant, for the purchase of smoke detectors by the Bureau of Fire. 

 
 On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Gibson-Williams, the above Resolution was adopted.  The 
following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
  
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Act 93 of 2008 (35 P.S. § 7504.0) the City of Chester Bureau of Fire is authorized to “contract 
with or make grants to near or adjacent municipal corporations or volunteer fire companies therein for fire protection in their 
respective municipalities; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Township of Logan Fire Department, Gloucester County, New Jersey, is responsible for the health, safety 
and welfare of its residents and desires to enter into a Mutual Aid and Assistance Agreement for shared political jurisdiction 
boundaries; and 
 
 WHEREAS, each party entering into this Agreement recognizes many emergencies transcend political jurisdictional 
boundaries and that intergovernmental coordination is essential in managing these and other emergencies under this 



Agreement.  Each party further recognizes that there will be emergencies which require immediate access and procedures to 
apply outside resources to make a prompt and effective response to such an emergency. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
That it does hereby accept the Mutual Aid and Assistance Agreement between the City of Chester Bureau of Fire and 

the Logan Township Fire Department, to provide the necessary apparatus and manpower to assist with fire emergency 
operations and first aid services, upon request. 

 
 FURTHER, it does hereby authorize the Mayor and the City Clerk to execute said agreement for and on behalf of the 
City of Chester. 

 
 On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Gibson-Williams, the above Resolution was adopted.  The 
following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 RESOLVED, the City of Chester (“City”) does hereby adopt the Resolutions set forth below, and certifies that such 
Resolutions are in accordance and conformity with the Depositor’s governing documents, all agreements with third parties, and  
all laws applicable to the Depositor. 
 
 RESOLVED, that Santander Bank, N.A. (the “Bank”) be, and hereby is, has designated a depository for the funds of 
the City subject to the terms and conditions of the Business Deposit Account Agreement, for one (1) account, with authority to 
accept at any time for the credit of the City’s deposits in checking, saving, money market savings, term or any other account, by 
whomsoever made in whatever manner endorsed; and 
 
 RESOLVED, that the Bank shall not be liable in connection with the collection of such items that are handled by the 
Bank without negligence and the Bank shall not be liable for the acts of its agents, subagents or for any other casualty; and 
 
 RESOLVED, that the City assumes full responsibility for and shall indemnify the Bank against all losses, liabilities and 
claims resulting from payments, withdrawals or orders made or purported to be made in accordance with, or from actions taken 
in good faith and in reliance upon, these Resolutions; and 
 
 RESOLVED, that the bank be, and hereby, is, authorized and directed to certify, pay or otherwise honor all checks, 
drafts, notes, bills of exchanges, acceptances, undertakings and other instruments or orders for the payment, transfer or 
withdrawal of money for whatever purpose and to whomsoever payable when such instruments and orders are properly made, 
signed, or endorsed by the signature, the actual or purported facsimile signature or the oral direction of any of the authorized 
signers below; provided, however, that any check, draft, note, bill of exchange, acceptance, undertaking or other instrument for 
the payment, transfer or withdrawal must bear the actual or purported facsimile signature of any of the authorized signers below; 
and 
 
 RESOLVED, that any authorized signer acting alone be, and hereby is, authorized on behalf of the City to endorse, 
negotiate and collect any and all checks, drafts, notes, bills of exchange, acceptances, undertakings and other instruments and 
to open and close and update information on any account of the City at the Bank; and 
 
 RESOLVED, that any of the authorized signers below acting alone be, and hereby is, authorized on behalf of the City 
to instruct, orally or by such other means as the Bank may make available to City, that Bank to initiate the transfer of funds by 
wire, telex, automated clearinghouse, book, entry, compute or such other means, and to execute agreements with the Bank for 
the transfer of funds from any of the City’s accounts and to delegate from time to time to other persons the authority to initiate the 
transfer of funds from any such account; and 
 
 RESOLVED, that any authorized signer acting alone be, and hereby is, authorized on behalf of the City to enter into a 
written lease for the purpose of renting, maintaining, and accessing a safe deposit box and any authorized signer is authorized to 
terminate the lease; and  
 



 RESOLVED, that the Bank may rely on any signature, endorsement or order and any facsimile signature or oral 
instruction reasonably believed by the Bank to be made by an authorized signer, and the Bank may act on any direction of an 
authorized signer without inquiry and without regard to the application of the proceeds thereof, provided that the Bank acts in 
good faith; and 
 
 RESOLVED, the Bank may rely on this document and on any certificate by an authorized representative of the City as 
to the names and signatures of the authorized signers of the City until the Bank has actually received written notice of a change 
and has had a reasonable period of time to act on such notice; and 
 
 RESOLVED, that the City agrees to notify the Bank promptly and in writing of any change in (a) these Resolutions, (b) 
the identity of persons authorized to sign, endorse or otherwise authorize payments, transfers or withdrawals, (c) ownership of 
the City or the City’s legal structure or status, including the City’s dissolution or bankruptcy; and 
 
 RESOLVED, that any of the following person or persons from time to time holding offices of the City be, and hereby 
are, designated as the authorized signers to act on behalf of the City in accordance with the above resolutions: 
 
  Name       Title 
  Richard Troutman      Chief Financial Officer 
  Elenora Golson      City Treasurer 
  Joy Taylor      City Controller 
   
 RESOLVED, that there are no other persons currently designated as authorized signers on behalf of the City.  The City 
is controlled by a governing body, each individual executing this document certifies and warrants that she/he is duly authorized to 
act on behalf of the City in all matters pertaining to its rights, responsibilities and activities in connection with the foregoing, 
including but not limited to executing this document on behalf of the City. 
 
 On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Gibson-Williams, the above Resolution was adopted.  The 
following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   
 
 
Deputy Mayor West says on Monday, October 6, after our Deliberative we did have an Executive Session, not to make 
any decisions but to make sure that we were all clear on the Resolutions and Ordinance that was presented today. 
 
 
REPORTS  
 J.P. Shirley, Fire Commissioner says (See Attachment (#1)). 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS  
 Hailey Gerena, Block Captain Committee – City Wide Clean-Up on September 27 – Thank you Council for 
coming out.  We had over 200 Volunteers spread out across 12 Locations throughout Chester.  Thank you to our 
Sponsors.  (A video was played highlighting that day (To see the video please refer to the recording of this Council 
Meeting on our Website…www.cityofchesterpa.gov).  There will be Virtual Meetings (Block Captains) coming soon.  
There will be a link on our Facebook Page…Chester City Block Captains.  They will be on the Third Thursday of every 
Month.   
  
 

Public Comment 
 
Ricketta Robinson says I don’t know if you’ll contracted out for somebody to cut that grass, that field right across the street 
from me, they did not clean it up.  All they did was cut the grass and left it and it looks a mess on Morton Avenue.   
 
Deputy Mayor West says what’s the intersection there Morton and what?  
 
Ms. Robinson says between 10th and 11th.  The light on Chestnut Street…we can’t hardly get across the street once that light 
change from 9th Street going towards Walmart. 



 
Deputy Mayor West says what we might have to do is have someone from Signal Services come out and look at the activity.  
We’ll have Ms. Watson from L & I look at the property on Morton Ave. 
 
Joseph Morse says I’m here to talk about a hole in the street in the 2500 Block of W. 7th Street.  This hole has been here for 
over 20 years.  Five years ago, the City came out and put a steel plate over the hole.  Will that eventually be fixed or is the steel 
plate all we get? 
 
Deputy Mayor West says Mr. Andrew Hayman, the Public Works Director, will have someone from our area come down to look 
at this. 
 
Mr. Morse says the exact address will be 2509 W. 7th Street. 
 
Bridget Flynn says recently I noticed an uptick of (inaudible) people coming into the neighborhood.  The issue is that they are 
coming on to people’s property.  I’ve been harassed multiple times by individuals walking behind my house.  What I’m noticing is 
that they are going into the weeds that are back behind that Church…the burnt out one on 9th Street.  I need help getting the 
weeds cut down.  On the corner of 9th & Upland, the 300 Block of E. 9th Street…that Property started to collapse, they have a 
fence around it, but the fence is blocking the sidewalk.  The issue that I addressed regarding the lot that wasn’t mowed by the 
end of last Council Meeting, when I got home it had been mowed.   So, I appreciate that getting done.  Trucks…I know at the last 
Council Meeting we discussed tractor trailers, it was passed in 2022, 9th Street is for Business Only.  We should not have those 
Trash Trucks going down 9th Street.  They’re also coming down Upland Street.  People are getting lost and since Upland Street 
was once 320, they assume that it’s still.  It’s residential.  We shouldn’t have tractor trailers coming down our Street.   
 
Deputy Mayor West says we have to look at that, Mr. Hayman, commercial vehicles not being allowed to travel down certain 
streets. 
 
Ms. Flynn says I need the Streets Department to come and help me with the alley. 
 
Andrew Hayman, Public Works Director says we will assist in your alley way. 
 

 
**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office 

 
 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 
 
Councilwoman Gibson-Williams says Thanksgiving is coming up.  On 11/15 we’re going to be having a Thanksgiving give 
away of Turkeys at Booker T. Washington Community Center and if any Senior would like to sign up to receive a Turkey, please 
let me know.  We are also working on a Thanksgiving give back where there will not only be food provided for our Community 
Members but you’re also going to get a meal.  There will be a DJ.  This is all being presented by Nakobe Dean’s Foundation.  
The date will be forth coming. 
 
Deputy Mayor West says (See Attachment (She talks about the Events that will take place on October 11 and The Trunk or 
Treat Events)).  We will be going into an Executive Session right after this Meeting. 
 
 

 
There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 10:45am. 

  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
OCTOBER 8, 2025      Candice Newsome, City Clerk 



 


