
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         SEPTEMBER 10, 2025   
 
                     
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 7:03pm with Deputy Mayor West 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Reverend Rasheedah Lee, SGS Ministry, Chester PA, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
The roll was called, and the following were present: 

 
 

Tameka Gibson-Williams  
Fred Green 

Shy’Quan Davis 
Deputy Mayor Portia West  

Mayor Stefan Roots (Absent) 
 
 

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (August 27, 2025) 
was approved.  The following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.    Nays: 0. 

 
 

Deputy Mayor West asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 
 
 

OLD/NEW BUSINESS 
 
NONE 
 

 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester advertised a Request For Bids (RFB) on July 15, 2025, for the collection of Residential 
Refuse and Recycling (Bid #2025-009) for an estimated 9,900 residential households for an initial term of five (5) years; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester received two (2) bids on August 12, 2025, in response to the advertised RFB; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the bids were thoroughly reviewed and evaluated to determine the lowest responsible bidder. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
  

That it does hereby award the contract for Residential Refuse and Recycling, (Bid # 2025-009), to Waste Industries of 
Delaware, Inc. (also know as Casella Mid-Atlantic, LLC), 903 Lambson Lane, New Castle, DE 19720, as the lowest responsible 
bidder for the pickup and collection of residential household waste and recycling pursuant to the advertised specifications, at a 
fixed cost of $13.93 per household per month with an annual cost escalator of 3% per annum.  As a result, the yearly annual 
costs beginning January 1, 2026, which follows equates to a five (5) year total price of Eight Million, Seven Hundred Eighty-six 
Thousand, Three Dollars and Ninety-one Cents ($8,786,003.91). 

 
Year 1: $1,654,884.00 



Year 2: $1,704,530.52 
Year 3: $1,755,666.44 
Year 4: $1,808,336.43 
Year 5: $1,862,586.52 
 

                                                                           5-Year Total: $8,786,003.91 
 
FURTHER, the City accepts and approves the variable rates for dumpster and roll-off services as requested in the 

specifications for dumpster, and roll-off services per the attached. 
 
FURTHER, this five-year award also reserves the right for the City of Chester to extend the contract and renew 

services for Year 6 and Year 7. 
 
FURTHER, that all other bids for the above be and they are hereby rejected; all certified checks and/or bid bonds 

accompanying said bids shall be returned to the unsuccessful bidders. 
 
FURTHER, that the designated officials shall prepare the contract and the successful bidder shall furnish the required 

bonds for the contract in accordance with the specifications and to the satisfaction of City Council. 
 
FURTHER, said contract is contingent upon final review and approval of the City Solicitor. 

 
On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 

was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
   
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester made a Request For Proposals (RFPs) for On-Call Electrical Services and 
submissions were due on March 25, 2025; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in connection therewith the RFPs were opened and reviewed by the City’s Senior Project Manager of 
Purchasing and Procurement and a designated committee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, after careful consideration it has been determined based on project budget concerns there is a need to 
reconsider the scope of the project and awarding the contract is not in the best interest of the City. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That all the Request for Proposals submitted in response to the City’s request for proposals for On-Call Electrical 
Services be and the same are hereby rejected. 
 
 FURTHER, that notice shall be provided to the companies who submitted a proposal that all proposals are rejected at 
this time. 

 
 On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 

 
That it does hereby authorize the proper City official to prepare an advertisement for Request For Proposal (RFP) for 

On-Call Towing to be made available via PennBid. 
 
FURTHER, it does hereby authorize the City Clerk to advertise the aforementioned notice. 
 



On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chester City Council adopted Ordinance #6-2019 on September 25, 2019, establishing a Residential 
Permit Parking Program within the City of Chester; and 

 
WHEREAS, Chester City Council adopted Resolution #49-2021 on April 14, 2021, which designated three (3) 

Residential Permit Parking Zones within the City of Chester; and 
 
WHEREAS, Residential Permit Parking Zone #1 included the Nova Vista section of the City of Chester; and  
 
WHEREAS, with the recent closure of Crozer Chester Medical Center, the need to maintain a Residential Permit 

Parking Zone for the Residents in the Nova Vista neighborhood is not presently necessary. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
That it does hereby formally eliminate the Nova Vista neighborhood as further detailed on the attached list from the 

Residential Permit Parking Zone effective October 1, 2025. 
 
FURTHER, the designated on-street fee parking on the streets identified on the attached list is also hereby eliminated 

effective October 1, 2025. 
 

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary and prudent for the City of Chester to establish procedures for public utilities to follow when 
filing records with the City of Chester containing confidential security information; and  

 
WHEREAS, it is necessary and prudent for the City of Chester to establish procedures to address challenges by 

members of the public to a public utility’s designation of confidential security information or requests to examine records 
containing confidential security information in both adversarial and non-adversarial proceedings pending before the City of 
Chester or a court of competent jurisdiction; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is necessary and prudent for the City of Chester to establish procedures for dissemination of public utility 

records that are public in nature and subject to the Right-to-Know Law; and 
 
WHEREAS, Chester Council approved Resolution #88-2025 on July 23, 2025, to establish such procedures and adopt 

policies to address the receipt, retention, requests, responses, and dissemination of information containing confidential security 
information received by the City of Chester from a Public Utility; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Chester desires to repeal Section 4(h) from the Policy. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
That it does adopt the attached revised policy to establish procedures for the retention and maintenance of public utility 

records that are to be treated as containing confidential security information. 
 

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   
 
 
 



REPORTS  
Chief Financial Officer Richard Troutman – 2026 Minimum Municipal Obligation (MMO) for the Pension Plans 
(See attachment #1).   

 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS  
 Justin Tibbels, Special Assistant to the Mayor - Inaugural Block Captain Program Citywide Cleanup (See 
attachment #2). 
 
 Councilman Green says (See attachment #3). 
 
 Fire Commissioner Shirley – National Fire Prevention Community Event/Open House will be on October 11 
(rain date October 12) from 1p-4p at Station 2, 320 E. 14th Street. 
 
  
 

Public Comment 
 
Brown Williams says it was a disgrace about what happened to my family over the weekend.  I seen it with my own eyes.  It’s a 
disgrace how they whipped that boy and shot him with that sting gun.  They came to kill him.  The ambulance was already there.  
They need to be locked up and they need to be fired.  I don’t see you’ll talking about what you’ll buying with People tax money.  
The elevator is not working.  What about the old people? 
 
Deputy Mayor West says Mr. Brown you have our deepest condolences.  I’d like to defer to Commissioner Blackwell at this time. 
 
Interim Police Commissioner says I’d like to extend my heartfelt condolences to the family of Nathan Blackwell during this difficult 
time.  I personally reviewed the body camera footage from the incident, and I can assure you that the narrative that circulates 
does not reflect what occurred.   In the interest of transparency, I have formally requested that the District Attorney’s Office, 
Special Investigation Unit, conduct an independent review of the footage.  I respectfully ask that we allow this investigation to run 
its full course so the facts can be presented clearly and fairly. 
 
Darren Laws says I have a few concerns.  Stetser Elementary School has four recovery houses right behind them.  If we have 
an Amber Alert or any of those kids are picked up it’s going to be chaos in this City.  That’s unacceptable the way folks are 
coming down here and setting up shops.  I don’t know what the process is…if they are getting back with you guys.  It’s really 
getting out of control.  Last Friday, a guy approached my Students on Edgemont Avenue, had the audacity to come across the 
street and ask me for money and he was strictly told to get off school property or I’m going to call the Police and have you locked 
up.  A young man posed as an ADT worker and knocked on someone’s door.  Family members were called but the young man 
got out of the area, and I don’t know what probably what would have happened if they would have got a hold of him.  These are 
some of the concerns that are happening.  On Providence Road on Sunday’s, it looks like fish town up there.  Nothing but folks 
that are here for recovery.  We don’t know if any of them are sex offenders or what concept they committed.  I’m just asking if we 
do a great job and we communicate with our communities with what’s going on. 
 
Councilwoman Gibson-Williams says do you have the addresses or the exact location of… 
 
Mr. Laws says I’ll give it to you.  I have pictures and everything. 
 
Councilwoman Gibson-Williams says that would be helpful. 
 
Kearni Warren says there is a collapse in our infrastructure (public health, ex. housing, jobs and healthcare).  We don’t have a 
hospital with emergency care or trauma services.  Urgent care is not enough.  Housing…there is a housing crisis in Delaware 
County/Chester.  People are without housing.  One woman and Mother who lost her job because of the closure of Crozer is 
afraid that she is going to lose her children.  It’s going to get worse with the Federal cuts, Budget cuts, the State cuts, the 
changes to SNAP and Medicaid.  We are in a crisis.  What are we (Chester) Local Government, what are you going to do?   
 



Deputy Mayor West says I know that there has been a large effort from the State, County and the City in terms of our Public 
Health Crisis.  It is something that the City is looking at in relationship with others.  Chief of Staff, do you have any information or 
any updates on the situation with our public health? 
 
Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says specific to the hospital.    
 
Deputy Mayor West says yes. 
 
Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says we have not received an update lately.  But there has been some progress with Taylor, which is 
in Eddystone.   
 
Councilwoman Gibson-Williams says there was a post made by Ms. Tiffany Kea at Chester Eastside Ministries that there was a 
grant available for Mothers and children between the ages of 1-3. 
 
Michele Mosley says the alleyway between East 21st  Street and East 22nd  Street in particular the house at 228 East 21st Street.  
The tree in this person’s yard, the branches are coming across the alley to where my house is.  If the tree is in his yard, isn’t he 
responsible to have that cut back? 
 
Deputy Mayor West says yes.  He should be maintaining the tree that’s in his yard. 
 
Harry Crawford says is there any reason why the recyclable has not been picked up since before the holiday. 
 
Deputy Mayor West says well when there is a holiday, the recyclable will go to the following week.   
 
Mr. Crawford says but they have not picked up since before the holiday. 
 
Deputy Mayor West says so since before.  I will make sure it’s picked up tomorrow. 
 
Mr. Crawford says in regards to the (inaudible) of grass and the trash people have talked about…back in 2016 you’ll passed an 
Ordinance so all you have to do is enforce the Ordinance on people’s grass. 
 
Margaret Johnson says the entrance on both sides of the alley which goes from Booth to Hardwick has very large holes.   The 
City has filled it before.  Because the holes are so large vehicles don’t want to go in the holes.  So, they ride across my sidewalk 
which is cracked up.  There is one part of the alley that meets my sidewalk on the alley side, the asphalt is gone.  So, it’s dirt.  
So, which when it rains or if my neighbor’s sump pump is working, because of the slope of the alley it all settles right there and 
I’m getting water in my basement.  On July 10, I sent an email to the email address that is posted to send for your Streets 
Department.  No one answered my email as to date. 
 
Deputy Mayor West says the Director of Public Works and I will be there tomorrow. 
 
Anita Carrington says thank you everyone for your support and prayers.  But Daniel Scott is nasty.  They are not cleaning.  
They barely have maintenance men.  I have rodents, roaches (they are in my Son’s bed and he is a quadriplegic), and holes in 
my kitchen that we did not do.  I need to move ASAP! 
 
Councilman Green says we are aware of the conditions of Daniel Scott, and we are holding the Owner accountable. 
 
Carolyn Saunders says I have been constantly complaining about the Unit I moved into on E. 21st Street.  I asked for a City 
inspection to be done on the home.  The City did come out but I don’t know anything of what they were going to do.  There is 
trash in the basement and in the backyard.  The tree limbs are overlooking the property.  For the last month or so the Owners 
have done very little in the house to correct all the problems.  I had to call the County in order for the City to come in and do an 
inspection.  I asked the City whether or not do the Owner has a license to rent the home I am in?  It doesn’t appear that it was, 
but I have not got an answer back from the City as to whether or not that house was inspected before I moved in.   Behind me 
looks like a dumpster spot.  I’m tired. I’m holding my portion of the rent.  
 
Nona Watson, Director of Community Economic Development says I sent an Inspector out and it’s going through the process 
and it’s moving forward. 



 
Melissa Williams says I am here representing my cousin Nathan Blackwell who was murdered by Chester Police on Friday, 
around 6:30p.m.  I want to ask what is the protocol that a report, the timeframe of a report has to be made?  How many shifts 
have been changed?  Where is the report? 
 
Interim Police Commissioner says I already spoke on this. 
 
Ms. Williams says I am going to fight for my cousin.  Why aren’t these Officers suspended until this investigation is completed?  
Why are they still able to work? 
 

 
**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office 

 
 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 
 

NONE 
 
 
There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 8:38pm. 

  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
SEPTEMBER 10, 2025     Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


