
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         AUGUST  27, 2025   
 
                     
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:00am with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Chaplain John Johnson, Soldier at The Salvation Army, Chester PA, followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance. The roll was called, and the following were present: 

 
 

Fred Green 
Portia West  

Shy’Quan Davis 
Mayor Stefan Roots  

Tameka Gibson-Williams (Absent) 
 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (August 13, 2025) 
was approved.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas: Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 

 
 

Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 
 
 

OLD/NEW BUSINESS 
 
Councilman Green says this is the last week for Vendor Applications for the Peace, Love and Unity Festival for this September 
13.  If you’d like to vend, you can reach out to myself, Crystal Burrell or the Parks and Rec Department. 
 
Councilman Davis says I’d like to give a shout-out for all the Events over this past weekend and for the Community coming 
together and having a great time. 
 
Councilwoman West says I’d like to compliment Crystal Burrell for all of her efforts with the Block Party this past weekend. 
 
Mayor Roots says Sun Village Park rededication was last week and it was really successful.  I’d like to thank everyone involved.  
School has started and Safe Corridors are out on the streets. Congratulations on the County-Wide Training you’ll did with Safe 
Corridors. 
 

 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the following individuals have requested a handicapped parking zone: 
 

1. Rodney D. Banks, 2107 Madison Street; 
2. Veronica Brown, 826 Hughes Street; 
3. Derrick Flood, 911 McDowell Street; 
4. Beverly Howard, 411 Bickley Place; 
5. Pamela Hudnell, 1424 Nugent Place; 



6. Jeffrey Jackson, 2015 West 3rd Street; 
7. Percy Jackson, 219 Pusey Street; 
8. George Leverich, 1114 Remington Street; 
9. Michelle Robertson, 1427 Ridley Avenue; 
10. Crystal Ann Triplett, 803 Barclay Street; 
11. Donna Willis, 2428 West 4th Street; and 
12. Juanita Willis, 2829 West 10th Street 

 
 WHEREAS, after a thorough investigation by the Department of Public Works, it has been determined the 
aforementioned individuals have met all of the required criteria and have a need for said handicapped parking zone. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
That it does hereby authorize the proper City officials to install a handicapped parking zone in the 2100 Block of 

Madison Street, in the 800 Block of Hughes Street, in the 900 Block of McDowell Street, in the 400 Block of Bickley Place, in the 
1400 Block of Nugent Place, in the 2000 Block of West 3rd Street, in the 200 Block of Pusey Street, in the 1100 Block of 
Remington Street,  in the 1400 Block of Ridley Avenue, in the 800 Block of Barclay Street, in the 2400 Block of West 4 th Street, 
and in the 2800 Block of West 10th Street, in the City of Chester. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas: Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
   
 WHEREAS, Vivian Hart and her husband, Samuel Hart, raised their children in Highland Gardens and they understood 
the need to be directly involved with the safety and extracurricular support provided to children in the neighborhood where they 
lived; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in an effort to help construct an environment she and her family could be proud of, Mrs. Hart attended 
every planning meeting for two (2) years regarding the creation of the Highland Gardens Playground; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Mrs. Hart was a key contributor to the establishment of Highland Gardens Playground, from the 
playground equipment chosen and installed to the choice of the safest location to ensure children and families could have 
unfettered access to the playground free from traffic; and 
 
 WHEREAS, once the playground was established, she helped to keep the playground clean from debris through 
multiple volunteer efforts throughout her tenure as a resident. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby rename Highland Gardens Playground to the Vivian Hart Playground in honor of her contribution to 
the construction of the playground and her community organizing to effectively enact change despite personality differences, 
political positions, or socioeconomic statuses. 
 
 FURTHER, that it does hereby approve the commissioning of a sign to reflect the renaming of the playground to Vivian 
Hart Playground. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken: Yeas: Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
 
 
REPORTS  

Interim Police Commissioner Katrina Blackwell – Statistical Comparison First Half of 2024 and 
2025/Operational Safe Summer Initiative (See attachment #1).   

 



 
Mayor Roots says we met in Executive Session on August 25, 2025, on a legal matter.  A MFRAC (Municipal Financial 
Recovery Advisory Committee) it meets every couple of weeks.  It’s where the City, and the Receiver along with the 
County and a Representative from the State, to give the Community an update.  This week covered the Rental 
Registration Program and an update on what’s going on at the Benjamin Banneker Apartments.  I encourage all of you 
to watch that one.  It’s online. 
 
V.J. Kapoor, Receiver, says MFRAC is actually mandated by Act 47.  The meetings are on the Second and Fourth 
Tuesdays at 1p. to give updates (bankruptcy, operations).  You can watch it on facebook.com/chesterreceivership. 
 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS  
 Major James Stephenson, Salvation Army (see attachment #2). 
 
  
 

Public Comment 
 
Harry Crawford says why do we pass Ordinances?  The reason I ask that is because one of the problems is the City of Chester 
has high grass.  The 2016 Ordinance says 6 inches.  But that seems to go unmandated.  You also passed an Ordinance about 
tractor trailers.  As again, that has come unmandated (inaudible) taken care of.  What does it take to (inaudible) into effect?  I 
have asked over many years of coming over here…have the Police ride thru our neighborhood on a consistent basis to keep 
from having People who choose to do bad by different means of coming into our neighborhoods.  What does it take? According 
to the Ordinance it says anyone who is in the Streets Department can actually issue a citation to any household that they see 
that has high grass.  The only answer that I always seem to get is we don’t have the actual manpower.  It’s called make it 
happen because you’ve already written the Ordinance saying make it happen. 
 
Mayor Roots says Ordinances are created for a reason…something that we want to address that needs to be addressed in the 
City.  It comes before us for a vote.  When Ordinances pass, they become laws of the City.  High grass is primarily done by our 
License and Inspection Department with enforcement.  Tractor trailers…people come home at night and park somewhere on the 
streets.  But when checking into them a lot of them are not from the City of Chester.  They are people from out of town that park 
here and get rides to neighboring communities.  Why aren’t these addressed/enforced, and they are on the book.  There isn’t a 
day that goes by that violations aren’t written by L &I and the Police Department.  The truth that you received is that we just don’t 
have enough People who are dealing with those issues.  Our Departments that do enforcement haven’t grown at the pace that 
the incidents of high grass/weeds and trailers that are out there.  We do not have the resources right now to address it and 
eliminate it.   
 
Mayor Roots says if anyone needs anything specifically…there is one number that you can call to get anything you 
want in the City of Chester and it is 610-447-7700.  Don’t forget the Chester City Connect App!  It’s free!! 
 
Amin Abdul Salim says God said this “When comes the help of our Lord you will see the People coming (inaudible) in crowds”.  
This is the day that this is happening.  He is directing us.  We are People of faith, and we do accept our Lord.  Especially now.  
We want to stay with our Lord.    
 

 
**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office 

 
 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 
 
 
Mayor Roots says lights are important around this town.  A couple years ago we upgraded all the streetlights to the LED lights, 
and they are brighter.  If you see any lights out, please call 610-447-7700 (Public Works Department).  Don’t forget to pick up 
one of these (attachment #3). 



 
There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:07pm. 

  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
AUGUST 27, 2025      Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


