
 
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         JUNE 25, 2025                       
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:03am with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Minister Alex McDonald, Zion Way of the Cross Ministries, Claymont DE, followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance. The roll was called and the following were present: 

 
 

Tameka Gibson-Williams  
Fred Green 

Shy’Quan Davis 
Portia West  

Mayor Stefan Roots  
 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (June 11, 2025) was 
approved.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 

 
 

Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 
 
 
OLD/NEW BUSINESS  
 
Councilwoman Gibson-Williams says thank you to whomever put the Juneteenth Celebration together.  It was a phenomenal 
event.  The Pool was open for free to the Children and it was filled to its capacity.  The Entertainment and the Food Vendors that 
were there was really awesome. 
 
Mayor Roots says we will soon schedule a State-of-the-City here in the City for all the Public to attend.  There will be a Town 
Hall (see attachment #1).  The Pool is open.  It’s hot! Come and cool off at the Pool!  The Dill Family is doing refreshments. 
 
Councilwoman West says thank you to all Essential Workers that are working out there in the hot sun.  We are making sure 
that they are hydrated and safe. 
 
Mayor Roots says we have some International Visitors in town for a while.  There’s a Soccer Event that’s going on across the 
nation here called Club World Cup.  The games are being played in Philadelphia but one of the teams is practicing here in 
Chester at the Philadelphia Union Facility. 
 
 
 

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Ordinances. 
 
 
BILL NO. 2 
ORD. 2, 2025 

 
AN ORDINANCE 

LAST AND FINAL READING 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, 



DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, 
AMENDING THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF 
THE CITY OF CHESTER TO REPEAL ARTICLE 
1715, ENTITLED PRE-SALE INSPECTION OF 

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES AND UNITS, IN ITS 
ENTIRETY. 

 
On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 2, 2025 was passed on its Last and Final 

Reading.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0. 
 

BILL NO. 3 
ORD. ___, 2025 

 
AN ORDINANCE 
FIRST READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, 

AMENDING PART THIRTEEN – PLANNING AND ZONING, OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES 
OF THE CITY OF CHESTER FOR THE PURPOSES OF (i) PERMITTING SMOKE SHOPS AND 

TOBACCO STORES IN THE CBD-CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT AND MIC-MEDIUM INDUSTRIAL/ 
COMMERCIAL DISTRICT BY CONDITIONAL USE; (ii) ESTABLISHING CERTAIN CONDITIONAL USE  
CRITERIA FOR SMOKE SHOPS AND TOBACCO STORES; (iii) DEFINING “DRUG PARAPHERNALIA 
STORES”, “E-CIGARETTE”, “E-LIQUID”, “ELECTRONIC NICOTINE DELIVERY SYSTEMS (ENDS)”, 
“HOOKAH BAR”, “MIXED RETAIL ESTASHBLISHMENTS”, “SIGNIFICANT TOBACCO RETAILER”, 

“SMOKE SHOPS AND TOBACCO STORES”, “TOBACCO”, “TOBACCO PARAPHERNALIA”, 
“TOBACCO PRODUCTS”, “VAPE PRODUCTS”; (iv) REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR 

PARTS OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT THEREWITH. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 3, 2025 was passed on its First Reading.  The 
following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0. 
 

 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolution. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby appoint the following individuals to the position of Patrol Officer, Chester Police Department, 
effective June 25, 2025, with a one (1) year probationary period, on a full-time basis, with all benefits applicable thereto, at the 
salary range provided in the Annual Appropriation Ordinance. 
 

1. Christian Taylor 
2. Daniel McNeil 
3. William McGoldrick 
4. Jonathon Barbosa 

 
FURHTER, said Patrol Officer is required to reside within fifty (50) miles of Chester City Hall. 

  
On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 

was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 

Swearing – In of Patrol Officers 
 

Christian Taylor 



Daniel McNeil 
William McGoldrick 
Jonathon Barbosa 

 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the proper City official to prepare a bid packet and advertise on PennBid for Refuse and 
Recycling Services.  This RFP is expected to be awarded in the fourth quarter with a start date of January 1, 2026. 
 

FURHTER, it does hereby authorize the City Clerk to advertise the aforementioned notice. 
  

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
   
 WHEREAS, the  City of Chester posted a Request for Proposals (RFP) via PennBid on March 28, 2025 for Phase I of 
the Chester Business District – Façade Beautification/Improvement Program; and 
 
 WHEREAS, proposals were specifically sought for façade improvements to be made to five storefronts on Avenue of 
the States to be funded by American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) grant; and 
  
 WHEREAS, bids were due on May 7, 2025 and the City received a single bid from LSN Contactors & Construction 
Mangers, 8030 Thouron Avenue, 2nd Floor, Philadelphia, PA 19150 in the amount of $237,946.19; and 
 
 WHEREAS, after further review it was deemed that LSN’s proposal was thorough and met all of the criteria of the RFP 
and they are the sole bidder. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 

 
 That it does hereby award the contract for Phase I – Chester Business District – Façade Beautification/Improvement 
Program to LSN Contractors & Construction Managers, under the terms and conditions of the RFP, in an amount not to exceed 
$237,946.19. 
 
 FURTHER, said contract is contingent upon final review and approval of the City Solicitor. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.   
 
Councilwoman Gibson-Williams says do we know which Storefronts were selected and how long will the process be. 
 
Mayor Roots says we do know which ones were selected.  Process…can’t speak to that. 
 
Fiona Hew-Wing, Project Manager for the Façade Beautification/Improvement says the locations are 407, 517, 519 and 
531-533 Avenue of the States. 
 

The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
   
 WHEREAS, the  City of Chester posted a Request for Information (RFI 2025-011) via PennBid on May 27, 2025, for 
Construction Management Professional Services to support the construction of a new Public Works Facility (ARPA Project #27); 
and 
 



 WHEREAS, proposals were due on June 6, 2025; and 
 
 WHEREAS, multiple bidders responded to the RFI and a thorough review was conducted of the information that was 
submitted by multiple interested parties; and 
 
 WHEREAS, after further review it was deemed that the proposal submitted by New Road Construction Management, 
1876 Greentree Road, Cherry Hill, NJ 08003, met all of the City’s criteria and was recommended for approval. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 

 
 That it does hereby award the Construction Management Professional Services contract to New Road Construction 
Management in an amount not to exceed $272,000. 
 
 FURTHER, said contract is contingent upon final review and approval of the City Solicitor. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
   
 WHEREAS, Federal Regulations require a written agreement between the City of Chester and the Chester Economic 
Development Authority regarding the rights and responsibilities of the parties in the execution of the Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) Program, the Home Investment Partnerships (HOME) Program, and other related programs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a Cooperation Agreement by and between the City of Chester and the Chester Economic Development 
Authority for the period July 1, 2025, through June 30, 2026, has been prepared and is attached hereto, which sets forth the 
responsibilities and obligations of the parties in accordance with Federal Regulations; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this matter has been reviewed and considered. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 

 
1. That the Cooperation Agreement by and between the City of Chester and the Chester Economic Development 

Authority is hereby approved. 
 

2. That Appendix I to the Cooperation Agreement, attached and made a part of such Agreement, reflects the 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program, HOME Program, and HOME-American Rescue Plan 
(ARP) Projects previously approved by City Council. 

 

3. That the Mayor and/or his designee is hereby authorized to execute the Agreement and to take such steps as 
may be necessary to implement the intent of this Resolution. 

 

4. That this Cooperation Agreement supersedes any and all Cooperation Agreements previously approved. 
 

 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
Mayor Roots introduces Mr. Randy Washington, the owner of LSN Contractors & Construction Managers (Resolution 
#76). 
 
 
REPORTS  
 
 Vacant Building Placards - Fire Commissioner J.P. Shirley (Attachment #2) 



 
 
PRESENTATIONS  
 

1. Kathy Sparr, Infrastructure Manager, Vision Zero – Delaware County Planning Department (See Attachment #3) 
2. Amanda Johnson, CEDA, 610-447-7793 – Grace Manor (4th Street to 9th Street, Booth Street to Ward Street) - I 

have $10 Walmart Gift Cards for those that live in that area that will take the time to do a survey in regards to 
what they would like in their area due to the new homes that will be built in that area (where Pulaski School 
was). 

3. Michael Lewis, Block Captain Program Update – Block Captain Committee, There are 35 Block Captains and 
we are still taking applications.   (Also see Attachment #4) 
 

 
Mayor Roots recognizes Receiver Michael Doweary.  This is his last Council Meeting that he will attending as the 
Receiver for the City of Chester.  He will be the Chief Financial Officer at York College.  Good Luck in the future! 
 

 
 

Public Comment 
 
Nasir Jihad says the Meeting Agenda that was displayed and read from was more informative than the shorthand one we got.  
Is that available for the public? 
 
Justin Tibbels, Special Assistant to the Mayor says yes. The full packet is available on-line at www.chestercity.com. 
 
Mr. Jihad says the Jawala Scouts, a National Program from Connecticut to California, and our Region has been chosen to 
revamp the program in the whole U.S.  We are going to Georgia and it just shows what we are doing here in the City of Chester. 
 
Ed Nelson says thank you Fire Commissioner for an outstanding job that you do in the Community.  Also, this is the second 
year that this grass has been amazingly cut in these lots in the City.  Whoever is in charge, they are doing a great job.  1116 
Potter Street…we have put up a condemn sign.  It’s been on the demolition list for at least six years (rapes, vandalism at this 
property).  I used to complain about 1114 but it collapsed.  The owner is trying to sale 1116.  She had an opening today and then 
another one on Friday.  When will it be demolished and when does the City notify the Seller that it’s on the demo list.  I’m 
begging the City to do something about this property.  In regards to the Committee (Block Captain) decision how can I get 
involved? 
 
Minister McDonald says the Vision Zero…10 & Lloyd, Lincoln to Lamokin is a race track.  Someone is going to get hurt.  We 
need speed bumps before someone gets hurt. 
 
Brown Williams says the Fireman, they have yet to run through the Community and give People Fire Extinguishers (Smoke 
Detectors).  Everybody else used to do it.  Coming down Highland Avenue when you come across 95, coming from North and 
come down 95 a big hole right there in the middle of the Street.  Big hole in the front of the Dollar General.  When you go down 
2nd Street, when it rained the other day, water up to your waist.  If you’ll are concerned you would get the right People here 
working.  You need to hire some workers.  We got to clean up the City.  Who do you have inspecting?  Sewer needs to be 
cleaned out/flushed.  It smells.  A man is building a garage right by my house. 
 
Amin Abdul Salim says God wants us to keep moving to get the better, better and better.  KISS (Keep it Simple Stupid).  
Confused. Simplicity.  Bring it back to simplicity.  Children in the South use to say “You got to eat dirt before you die”.  Die so that 
you might live.  Forefathers had no sense.  We want to go to the good sense.  I want to give recognition to the Receiver. 
 

 
**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office 

 
 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 



 
Councilwoman West says Receiver Doweary, before you leave, is there going to be a close out Report from you for Council in 
terms of what was done and what was not done and what our future looks like from your perspective before you leave. 
 
Receiver Michael Doweary says that will be provided at the next MFRAC on July 8.  I’m stepping down as the Receiver but I’m 
not leaving the team.  I’m still going to be engaged and involved in the City of Chester for at least the next year in helping Mr. 
Kapoor with the transition and anything that I can do. 
 

 
There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 12:08pm. 

  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
JUNE 25, 2025      Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


