
 
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         MAY 28, 2025                       
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:01am with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Reverend Michael Harris, Murphy Asbury African Methodist Episcopal Church, Chester 
PA, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. The roll was called and the following were present: 

 
 

Tameka Gibson-Williams  
Fred Green 

Shy’Quan Davis 
Mayor Stefan Roots  

Portia West (Absent) 
 
 

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (May 14, 2025) was 
approved.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 

 
 

Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 
Livia Smith says Resolution #68, is that available for public view. 
 
Mayor Roots says yes. 
 
 
OLD/NEW BUSINESS - NONE 
 
 

 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolution. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
   
 WHEREAS, under Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, the Secretary of the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) is authorized to extend financial assistance to communities in the 
prevention or elimination of slums or urban blight, or carry out activities which will benefit low and moderate income persons, or 
other urgent community development needs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Consolidated Submission for Community Planning and Development Program Regulations (24 CFR 
91) requires the preparation by the City of certain documentation as a prerequisite to access Community Development Block 
Grant and HOME Investment Partnership Program funds; and 
 
 WHEREAS, under the HOME program created by the National Affordable Housing Act of 1990, as amended, the 
Secretary of HUD is authorized to extend financial assistance to participating jurisdictions to expand the supply of decent, safe, 
sanitary, and affordable  housing; and 
 
 WHEREAS, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development has advised the City of Chester that under Fiscal 
Year 2025, the City is eligible to apply for an entitlement grant under the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program 
in the amount of $1,234,711.00 and the HOME Investment Partnership Program (HOME) in the amount of $335,392.07; and 



 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester in collaboration with the Chester Economic Development Authority has prepared the 
2025-2029 Five Year Consolidated Plan and 2025 Annual Action Plan, which proposes how the entitlement grant funds will be 
expended to address the housing and community development needs identified in the City’s Five Year Consolidated Plan; and  
 
 WHEREAS, a series of public meetings and an initial public hearing were held with the community at large, social 
service agencies, housing providers, community development agencies, and economic development groups prior to the 
development of drafts of the above-referenced documents, which were on public display from March 3, 2025, through April 4, 
2025, during which time a public hearing on the draft documents was held; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the comments of various agencies, groups, and citizens were taken into consideration in the preparation 
of the final documents. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 

 
 SECTION I.  That the 2025-2029 Five Year Consolidated Plan and the Fiscal Year 2025 Annual Action Plan are 
hereby in all respects approved and the City Clerk is hereby directed to file a copy of said documents with the Official Minutes of 
this Meeting of this Council. 
 
 SECTION 2.  That the funding allocation for 2025 projects is attached hereto and made a part of this Resolution. 
 

SECTION 3.   That the City Council of the City of Chester is cognizant of the conditions that are imposed in the 
undertaking and carrying out of the Community Development Block Grant Program and HOME Investment Partnership Program 
with Federal financial assistance under Title I, including those relating to (1) the relocation of site occupants, (2) the prohibition of 
discrimination because of race, color, age, religion, sex, disability, familial status, or national origin, and (3) other assurances as 
set forth under the certifications. 
 
 SECTION 4. That the Mayor of the City of Chester, on behalf of the City Council, is authorized to file an Application for 
financial assistance with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development which has indicated its willingness to make 
available funds from the CDBG Program in the amount of $1,234,711.00 and the HOME Investment Partnership Program in the 
amount of $335,392.07 to carry out the programs identified in the Fiscal Year 2025 Annual Action Plan. 
 
 SECTION 5.  That the Mayor, on behalf of the City of Chester, Pennsylvania, is authorized to provide assurances 
and/or certifications as required by the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, and any other 
supplemental or revised data which the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development may request in review of the City’s 
Application. 

 
 On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
 
REPORTS - NONE 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS  
 

1. Life-Saving Award –VSMC (See Attachment #1) 
2. Chester City Connect Mobile App – Justin Tibbels 

a. It’s ready to download and it’s available in your App Store (Chester City Connect) 
b. You can also check our website for more information (www.chestercity.com) 

 
 
Mayor Roots says (See Attachment #2 for his Talking Points).  (He also references a few things on Attachment #3). 
 

 
Public Comment 

http://www.chestercity.com/


 
Livia Smith says what’s the status of the Barn/Garage (was a Voting Poll) in Sun Village.  
 
Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says that building is under design by our Engineer.  We are hoping to put that out for Bid before the 
end of this year. 
 
Ms. Smith says who developed Resolution #68.  Was that internal? 
 
Ken Schuster, City Solicitor says yes that was developed internally. 
   
Ms. Smith says in that plan will housing be built. 
 
Councilman Green says (He references the 2025 HOME Program) See Attachment # 4). 
 
Ms. Smith says (See Attachment #5).  
  
Jamiel Cottman says (See Attachment #6).  We also need to find jobs for our Youth all year round. 
 
Mayor Roots and Councilwoman Gibson-Williams says Ms. Green with the Chester Education Foundation has a lot of 
opportunities for our Youth. 
 
Kathryn Flagg-Justice says the Police Department is out of order.  What are your plans in place for a Chief/Commissioner? 
 
Mayor Roots says we have an Interim Commissioner.  There is no search going on for now. 
 
Former Councilwoman Elizabeth Williams says I haven’t received anything from my Dr.’s Office about what to do or where to 
go.  (She then talks about (See Attachment #7)).  On 2/28/18 I was in a Meeting with the Act 47 Group and at that meeting 
someone promised the City of Chester 60 million dollars and that 60 million dollars is still sitting on the table. 
 
Mayor Roots says on the City’s Website is a flyer saying Navigating our Health Care System Supporting One Another in 
Changing Times.  Dr. Motley, City of Chester Health Commissioner, put together a document of resources 
(togetherforchester.org).  Your medical records…make sure if you are in the Crozer’s medical system to request your medical 
records as soon as possible. 
 

 
**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office 

 
 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 
 

NONE 
 
 
There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:30am. 

  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
MAY 28, 2025      Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


