
 
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         MAY 14, 2025                       
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:10am with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Rev. Esther Newton, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. The roll was called and the following 
were present: 

 
 

Tameka Gibson-Williams  
Fred Green 
Portia West 

Shy’Quan Davis 
 Mayor Roots 

 
 

On motion of Councilor West seconded by Councilor Geen, the minutes of the previous meeting April 23, 2025 were 
approved.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 

 
 Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only 
 
There were none.  

 
 
OLD/NEW BUSINESS 
 
Councilman Davis announced there will be a Budget and Finance Committee meeting on Monday, May 19th at 1:30pm. 

 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
That it does hereby appoint Annette Pyatt as a member of the Chester City Planning Commission, to fill the unexpired term of 
Harry Cottman, term to expire December 31, 2025. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
 On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson-Williams, the above Resolution was adopted.  The 
following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION  
   
 WHEREAS, William B. Starks was born in Nashville, Tennessee, in his teen years he decided to join the United States 
Marine Corps where he became a proud member of the Montfort Marine Division, later he was transferred to Philadelphia, PA, 
there he met the love of his life who became his wife of 60 years, Inez.  The couple was blessed with two beautiful and talented 
daughters, Cheryl and Rhonda; four grandchildren; and five great grandchildren; and 
 



 WHEREAS, after his honorable discharge from the Marines, Mr. Starks answered another call to service and in 1978 
Mr. Starks became Rev. Starks, when he was installed as pastor of Community Baptist Church traveling from Cheltenham to 
Chester three times a week, never missing a Sunday Service in 31 years; and 
 
 WHEREAS,  while at Community Baptist Church, the mortgage was paid off on the church and burned; he established 
the Manna Bible Institute Satellite Campus affording many who were young in ministry the opportunity to sharpen their biblical 
gifts and skills; he worked tirelessly ministering to young people in and out of the church, protested to close down stores selling 
drug paraphernalia to young persons; and fought for our schools to properly serve our children; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Reverend Starks truly believes in the church being involved, spiritually, socially and politically and invited 
leaders such as Reverend Jesse Jackson, Congressman Robert Brady and Governor Ed Rendell to come and speak to the 
people of Chester and Delaware County and through that dedication to his country and community, Reverend Starks received 
the Congressional Gold Medal and is a three-time recipient of the Four Chaplains Award.  At 96 years young, Reverend Starks 
currently serves as pastor Emeritus of Community Baptist Church. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 

 
 That it does hereby authorize the installation of an honorary street sign, renaming a portion of Fulton Street at West 7th 
Street to William B. Starks Way, recognizing his faithful service and leadership in the community. 
 
 FURTHER, it does authorize the Department of Public Works to order and install the aforementioned sign. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
 
RESOLUTION 
   
 WHEREAS, The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Environmental Protection (“DEP”) is authorized 
under Section 4 (8) of the Air Pollution Control Act (35 P.S. §§ 4001-4015) to conduct atmospheric sampling programs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the DEP has selected another site within the City of Chester’s Park System that would be an ideal area to 
monitor the air quality; and 
 
 WHEREAS, DEP wishes to install one (1) Air Monitoring Station and its equipment at the designated location for an 
18-month period. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby approve entering into a License Agreement with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department 
of Environmental Protection to allow DEP the ability to access, install, maintain, operate and remove Air Monitoring Stations and 
associated equipment, at its own expense at the designated locations within the City of Chester’s Park System. 

 
FURTHER, it does authorize the proper City official to execute said agreement for and on behalf of the City of Chester. 
 
FURTHER, said Agreement is contingent upon final approval of the City Solicitor... 
 

 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
   
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 



 That it does ratify the execution of the Second Amendment to Contract #C000086620, with the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, Department of Community and Economic Development, by the proper City officials, extending the expiration date 
to June 30, 2026 for the Keystone Communities Camera Initiative Phase 2 Project. 
 
 FURTHER, said Contract is contingent upon final approval of the City Solicitor. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester previously determined the need for a comprehensive study to review and assess the 
City’s parking system and to make recommendations to improve the delivery of parking services in key areas and neighborhoods 
of the City; and 
 
 WHEREAS, THA Consulting conducted a thorough study and provided their results in a document entitled “City of 
Chester Parking System Review and Enhancement Plan” dated January 30, 2025; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Plan included specific recommendations with respect to parking fees and violation rates within the 
City’s Commercial Business District (CBD) and within the neighborhoods identified as part of the Residential Permit Parking 
(RPP) Program. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby adopt the attached parking-related fee schedule identified as “Attachment A” of this Resolution with 
an effective date of implementation of July 1, 2025, pursuant to the recommendations from the City of Chester parking System 
Review and Enhancement Plan to enact parking fees and violation rates within the City of Chester’s Commercial Business 
District and Residential Permit Parking program areas. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Chester and Lenni Electrical Corporation entered into an agreement for the Traffic Light 
Installation for the Route 291 and Route 322 off-ramp/Jeffrey Street Project for the City of Chester on January 23, 2025. 
 
 WHEREAS, the recently installed Traffic Light at Route 291 and Jeffrey Street requires a $9,039.00 Change Order as it 
failed Penn Dot inspection due to the absence of “contrasts” in the arrow marking in the road. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCILOF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
That it does hereby authorize Change Order #1, to meet PennDOT requirements, resulting in an addition to the scope of work in 
an amount of $9,039.00. 
 
 FURTHER, it does authorize the proper City official to execute said change order for and on behalf of the City of 
Chester. 
 
Mayor Roots stated, there is now a light at the 291 and Jeffrey Street; the ramp that exits the Commodore Barry Bridge.  He 
stated, there was 1 small thing missed therefore, we have to pay more money to put the finishing touches on what’s required by 
Penn Dot. 
 
On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote was taken:  
Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
 



 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, 

DELAWARE COUNTY, COMMONWEALTH OF  

PENNSYLVANIA, TO ESTABLISH THE CITY OF 

CHESTER INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE CODE APPEALS BOARD AND TO 

APPOINT THREE QUALIFIED CANDIDATES TO SERVE 

AS MEMBERS OF THE APPEALS BOARD 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Chester adopted the 2018 International Property Maintenance Code (“IPMC”) as the City’s 

standards for property maintenance under Part Seventeen, Title One, Article 1713 of the City of Chester Code of Ordinances; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the IPMC authorizes Chester City Council, as the chief appointing authority of the City, to establish the 

City of Chester International Property Maintenance Code Appeals Board (IPMC Appeals Board”) and to appoint three members 

who are qualified by experience and training to pass on matters pertaining to property maintenance under Section 111.2 of the 

IPMC; and  

  

WHEREAS, Chester City Council desires to appoint three members to the IPMC Appeals Board, who are not 

employees of the City of Chester, where such appointees shall serve staggered and overlapping terms as set forth below; and 

 

WHEREAS, upon the expiration of a term, Chester City Council shall appoint a member(s) to fill the vacancies left in 

the appointive office by resignations and expiration of terms, such appointees to serve either the balance of an unexpired term or 

to serve a full three (3) year term. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 

 

That it does hereby establish the IPMC Appeals Board, and the following representatives are hereby appointed to serve as 

members of IPMC Appeals Board: 

 

   Michael Galante, whose term expires December 31, 2025 

   Annette Pyatt, whose term expires December 31, 2026 

   Ieasa Nichols, whose term expires December 31, 2027 

 

Councilman Green asked if the IPMC board required to have its own solicitor or will the city solicitor represent this board? 

 

Solicitor Ken Shuster stated, no, the city solicitor will represent this board. 

 

Mayor Roots stated, in the case that something needs to be appealed, there needed to be an appeals board in place. 

 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote was taken:  
Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 

 

 



Reports 

Rich Troutman, CFO reminded tax payers May 30, 2025 is the deadline to pay taxes.  There will be a 10% penalty beginning 

Monday, June 2, 2025. He stated, you can pay with check or money orders. 

Presentation(s) 

Dr. Kristen Motley introduce Dr. Mann, Main Line Health to share what they have been doing thus far as it pertains to the 

healthcare crisis.  

 Dr. Mann, Main Line Health stated, recently, in collaboration with Independent Blue Cross, Health Access Coalition was created. 

The goal is to bring health centers together to collaborate for the benefit of members of the community.   

Vanessa Sailor, Director of Health Equity, Main Line Health stated, they are looking to replicate what has been created in West 

Philadelphia to provide access to care. They are working with community partners in Chester to have an ambassador model to 

empower those residents to connect with participating health systems for health and social services. 

Dr. Motley stated, they have identified a number of trusted venues in the community and trained health ambassadors to be point 

persons to get directed to care. Dr. Motley presented a power point presentation. Attachment #1 

Councilwoman West, commended Dr. Motley for the great work that she does. 

Captain Joseph Vogelgesang introduced Chief S. Wheeler VMSC Ambulance Service stated, they are deeply committed to 

serving the Chester community. Captain Vogelgesang presented a VMSC City of Chester EMS Report. Captain Joe stated, there 

will be 7 landing areas where helicopters will land to pick up patients.  Attachment # 2 

Commissioner Shirley stated, the landing spots will be Lot C at the Philadelphia Union, Memorial Park, A-Field, 7th St. basketball 

courts, Eyre Park, Sun Village Park and Chester Park. 

Chaplain Dr. Lisa Dennis, announced National Law Enforcement Week, Sunday, May 11-Saturday, May 17.  She thanked all 

police officers for their commitment and for all that they do. She stated, May 7th, the Delaware County Law Enforcement 

Memorial Foundation gathered in Rose Tree Park Upper Providence for the 27th Annual We Remember Memorial Service to 

honor men and women who gave their lives to protect the citizens of Chester and Delaware County. Dr. Lisa Dennis read a 

Proclamation and prayer in honor of fallen law enforcement men and women. Attachment #3 

Hailey Garena, Block Captain program committee announced they had their first clean up at Chester High School.  A short video 

was viewed. She stated, they will be meeting on Thursday, May 15, 2025 @ 6pm; May 31st will be the next clean up at 20th and 

Edgmont. 

Mayor Roots announced the Safe Summer Fair on May 29th 5:00-8:00pm Organizations will come in to display/showcase what 

they offer. Attachment # 4 

Mayor Roots introduced the new Director of Community and Economic Development, Nona Watson. 

Nona Watson, Director, Community and Economic Development introduced herself and gave some background information. 

Public Comment 
 
Diana McDaniel was concerned about the traffic light on Highland Avenue when there is a soccer game.  She stated, she was 
not able to get onto Highland Avenue due to the soccer stadium traffic. She stated, something needs to be done. 
 
Mayor Roots, stated the lights are blinking to let the soccer stadium visitors out of the city as fast as possible. He stated, they will 
need to sit down and look at that situation.  Mayor Roots stated, he will have that conversation with the Commissioner. 



 
Bernadette was concerned about the 2 islands between Beverly Lane and Cohan Street at Wellington Heights.  She wanted to 
know if the homeowners own the island, if so, they need paperwork on it.   She stated she is concerned about the pot holes on 
12th and Perkins Street. Bernadette stated, she is against DeMarcos getting a liquor license. 
 
Antonio Hunter, Community Outreach Specialist for Chester Community Coalition stated, their annual peace walk will be on June 
7th at MLK Park from 10:00am-2:00pm. Attachment #5 
 
Katherine Flagg-Justice thanked City Council, Dr. Motley and the team for what they have done so far in regards to the closing of 
Crozer Hospital. 
 
Robert Butler asked that city council update the trash receptacle ordinance. He stated, he is being adversely affected by 
neighbors having garbage cans on their front porches.  
 
A. Jean Arnold thanked City Council for participating in Law Day and hosting the students in the Chester Upland School District 
and Mayor Jalen Smith from Earl Arkansas. 
 
Tawana Bryant was concerned about the limited parking at 1127 Kerlin St.  She asked if the parking on that street can be 
changed to angled parking. She stated, there is a tree holding up wires and another tree has broken up the concrete on the 
sidewalk.  
 
Mayor Roots referred Tawana Bryant to Andrew Hayman, Director of the Public Works Department. 
 
Rev. Thaddeus Kirkland thanked Mayor and Council for the Fulton Street signage in honor of Pastor William B. Starks.  He 
asked if the Dwight Capital project still on, for the city of Chester. He asked, now that we have a new Community and Economic 
Dev. Director, what happens with CEDA and the gentleman that the Receiver has in place that has been paid almost 2 million 
dollars?  Rev. Thaddeus Kirkland asked about the press release released by the City Controller, Joy Taylor, regarding the 12 
million dollars spent on consultants by the Receiver.  
 
Mayor Roots directed Rev. Thaddeus Kirkland to speak with Tom Moore, Chief of Staff. 
 
Sunday Hollman, was concerned about a park area in Nova Vista that has been infested with animals, rodents and humans living 
there. She asked if the city can come and clean up the area.  She is concerned with the trash generated by the Dollar Tree 
Store. 
 
Alexander Trotty asked who is responsible for replacing the faded no truck prohibited sign on 9th Street, before turning onto 
Highland Avenue.  He stated, trucks are prohibited to travel up Highland Avenue, but they are still traveling up Highland Ave.  He 
is concerned about debris left on Highland Avenue after an accident last night.  
 
Mayor Roots stated, he will speak with the streets department to see what streets are prohibited from trucks. 
 
Brown Williams was concerned about grass needing to be cut.  He stated, since the park was dug up, there are mice and rats 
everywhere.  He stated concern about bulk trash pick-up. 
 
Saleem Amin Abdul stated, we don’t know what time it is.  He stated, we need to come back to our Lord. He stated, we are far 
away and we need to get nearer to our Lord. 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 
 

Councilman Davis announced, on Friday, May 30, 2025, there will be an official unveiling of the Home Town Heroes banners, 
10:00am at 12th and Edgmont Avenue.   
     

Respectfully submitted, 
Adjournment 11:49AM 
 
        Joan Neal, Assistant City Clerk 


