
 
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         APRIL 23, 2025                       
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 
Mayor Roots says we just met in an Executive Session for a Legal Matter. 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:28am with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Overseer Barbara Hobbs, The Church Triumphant Ministries, Claymont, DE, followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance. The roll was called and the following were present: 

 
 

Tameka Gibson-Williams  
Fred Green 
Portia West  

Shy’Quan Davis 
Mayor Stefan Roots  

 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (April 9, 2025) was 
approved.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 

 
 

Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 
 
 
OLD/NEW BUSINESS 
 
Councilman Green says I was in attendance for the honoring of the City of Chester by the Pennsylvania Municipal League and 
I had the honor of accepting the plaque and an award on behalf of the City of Chester.  (See attachments #1 and #2) 
 
 
Mayor Roots recognizes Crystal Burrell, our new Parks and Recreation Coordinator. 
 
 
 

 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby promote the following individuals from the position of Patrol Officer to the position of 
Corporal/Detective, Chester Police Department, effective April 28, 2025, with a ninety (90) day probationary period, at the salary 
range as provided in the Annual Appropriation Ordinance: 
 

1. Leon Mack 
2. Marc Barag 
3. Brian Boerger 
4. Kevin Schieler 



 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 

Swearing-In of Patrol Officers to Corporal/Detective 
 

       Leon Mack 
                                                                                      Marc Barag 

                       Brian Boerger 
       Kevin Schieler  

 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
   
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That in accordance with recommendations of the Chester City Planning Commission dated April 9, 2025 and reviewed 
by the Delaware County Planning Commission on April 17, 2025, it does hereby grant final approval for Jeffrey Then & Liza 
Morales to consolidate two parcels located at 1301 Honan Street (49-11-02590-00) and 0 Keystone Road (49-11-01744-00), 
Chester, PA 19013, into one parcel, as shown on a plan prepared by H. Gilroy Damon Associates, Inc., located at 1343 Chester 
Pike, Sharon Hill, PA 19079; dated February 25, 2025; Conditioned UPON addressing the remaining comments of the Colliers 
Engineering & Design review letter dated April 4, 2025 and the Review letter from the Planning & Zoning Director dated March 
31, 2025. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
   
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester made a Request  For Proposal (RFP # 2025-004) for the Summer Food Services 
Program, with responses due on February 10, 2025; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester has complied with all PennBid use requirements; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the sealed quotes have been tabulated with no discrepancies found. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 

 
 That it does hereby award the Summer Food Services Program to Walnut Street Deli in the amount not to exceed 
Eighteen Dollars and Fifty Cents ($18.50) per unitized meal (volume of meals will fluctuate week-by-week.  A Summer season 
cost estimate would be Sixty-seven Thousand Eight Hundred Thirty-nine Dollars and Fifty Cents ($67,839.50) based on last 
summer’s 2024 volume of 3,667 unitized meals). 
 

FURTHER, said contract is contingent upon final review and approval of the City Solicitor. 
 

 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
   
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the proper City official to prepare the specifications to advertise on PennBid for a 
multiple-prime contract for the construction of the Public Works Garage, Salt Shed and Parking Canopy to be funded by the 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), Project Number 27, with an expected completion date of no later than December 31, 2026. 



 
FURTHER, it does hereby authorize the City Clerk to advertise the notice of aforementioned bid. 
 

 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
   
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby approve the submission of grant application to the William Penn Foundation, for approximately 
$2,500,000.00, for the purpose of reducing environmental burdens within the City of Chester, with the funds to be used to 
support lead risk assessments, lead remediation and air quality initiatives.  The grant requires no monetary match from the City. 
 
 FURTHER, it does authorize Mayor Stefan Roots and/or designee to execute the aforementioned application and other 
necessary documents for and on behalf of the City of Chester. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, on or about Monday, April 21, 2025, Prospect Medical Holdings and its affiliates advised of the intended 
closure of the Crozer Hospital System beginning at 8:00a.m. on Wednesday, April 23, 2025, to include Emergency Medical 
Services (EMS) within the City of Chester which threatens to cause injury, damage, and suffering to persons and property of the 
City of Chester, Delaware County; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this closure threatens to endanger the health, safety, and welfare of a substantial number of persons 
residing in the City of Chester, Delaware County and threatens to create problems greater in scope than the City of Chester, 
Delaware County, may be able to resolve; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the authority vested by 35 Pa. C.S.A. §7501 (b) and Chester City Home Rule Charter Section 
304, the Mayor is authorized to declare emergencies and because of the severe effects anticipated on healthcare and 
emergency services throughout Delaware County, the City of Chester wishes to mitigate the adverse effects on the City of 
Chester; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City intends to activate the response and recovery aspects of all applicable local emergency 
management plans and to authorize the furnishing of aid and assistance to its citizens, where necessary, thereunder; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the declaration of an emergency authorizes the City to enter into contracts and incur obligations as may 
be required as part of the emergency management response and recovery; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, I, as the duly elected Mayor of the City of Chester, formally declare an emergency under the 
City’s Home Rule Charter and 35 Pa. C.S.A. §7501 to take all actions as may be authorized without regard to time-consuming 
procedures and formalities prescribed by law pertaining to the performance of public work, entering into contracts, the incurring 
of obligations, the employment of temporary workers, the rental of equipment, the purchase of supplies and materials, and the 
levying of taxes and the appropriation and expenditure of public funds. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
 
Reports 
 
Andrew Hayman, Interim Community, Economic and Development Director says L&I inspectors have issued 101 violations 
so far in the month of April, of which at least 23 are “stop work orders” for work being conducted without a permit and numerous 



issues like grass, trash and weeds. In the month of March a total of about 22 violations were issued for similar items. So far in 
the month of April a total of 16 vehicles have been towed by the City from streets and public properties and approximately 80 
abandoned vehicles have been removed by property owners voluntarily. The department has only identified about 17 abandoned 
vehicles dating back to January 1, 2024. I’d like to thank my predecessor Nicky Davis along with the Director of the Parks 
Department, Public Works and Police Department who are all working together as a team to accomplish these goals. Without 
these efforts this work would not be possible.  We also yesterday sent out a notice to All Rental Property Owners that have 
delinquent license and registration fees. 
 
 

 
Public Comment 

 
Nasir Jihad, On behalf of Jawala Scout Program says the Jawala Scout Program is a Muslim Boy Scout Program in the City 
of Chester.  We’ve been here for over 27 years.  We do the same thing that Boy Scouts do (ex. camping, fishing, boating) except 
we incorporate religion.  It’s going to take all of us to step up and try to do what we can to do the right thing. 
   
Councilwoman Gibson-Williams says I’ve been watching you for at least two years and I appreciate what you are doing with our 
young people.  
  
Hailey Gerena says I am on the Chester City Block Captain Committee and our Block Captain Program is having our first 
Community Clean-Up this Saturday at Chester High.  Hope to see you this weekend! 
 
Mayor Roots says (see attachment #3). 
 
Jamiel Cottman says thank you’ll, Mayor and the City for coming out for the Easter Egg Hunt down Sun Village.  On May 3, I 
hope you’ll will come out to the Keystone Center.  We have 20 slots for the Youth to do Painting with a Twist from 12:30p-3:00p.  
On June 7 we will be having the Ball Against Violence. 
 
Lawrence Hamm says Resolution #60, elaborate on that. 
 
Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says the County is encouraging municipalities that were impacted by the Crozer closings to include a 
disaster declaration.  (He explains the process of the PEMA, FEMA, and funding process and how this sets the stage for 
that if likely).  In the event that there are some decisions that need to be made from a procurement point of view it gives the 
Mayor the authority to do so without following the procurement process.   
 
Mr. Hamm says what determines that a car is abandoned. 
 
Andrew Hayman, Interim Community, Economic and Development Director says vehicles on private property, expired 
registration, broken glass, not drivable and flat tires. 
 
Mayor Roots says a private property owner can ask for them to be removed. 
 
Interim Police Commissioner Blackwell says vehicles on public property (ex. streets, sidewalks, not someone’s private domain) 
not properly registered, proper insurance and expired stickers…Hazardous (flat tires, broken windows). 
 
Mayor Roots says cars parking on sidewalks. 
 
Interim Police Commissioner Blackwell says we will ticket them. 
 
Councilwoman West says can you repair your vehicle(s) on City Streets. 
 
Interim Police Commissioner Blackwell says no.  You can’t repair, service or use City Streets for storage for businesses. 
 
Susan Dennis says I just wanted an update on the Dollar General and the trash at 17th & Edgemont Avenue…no dumpster and 
the trash is piling up again.  Squatters…behind that same Dollar General.  What is the protocol for squatters during the day?  
There is a motor bike that’s covered with something black between Arbor Drive and Gingko Lane and it’s been there for a while. 



 
Mayor Roots says that’s private property and that’s the private properties responsibility to get people off their property (Dollar 
General).  I would address it with the Manager. 
 
Livia Smith says parking…the Parking Authority they need to get some kind of procedures because if people come and park in 
a residential area you have to come down here every time you have company. You can’t come down here all the time.   I had a 
rental car and it got tagged because it wasn’t in their listing.  Juneteenth is coming on the 21st of June @ Memorial Park.  It is a 
home grown Chester performance.  It will be Tyra Starr, CRMC & OG Hag, The Raising Kane Band, Kim Pinder-Garner, Jahwan 
Bost and there will be Horse Back Riding.  Come on out rain or shine. 
 
Mayor Roots says if you want to have a Softball game the softball field across the street will be ready for play by then. 
 
Elizabeth Williams (Former Councilwoman) says why are there no coined meters? 
 
Mayor Roots says this new company is not incorporating coin operations at all.  They are using the barcode. 
 
Ms. Williams says it’s not fair (Crozer Hospital Closing).   
 
Brown Williams says the house near me needs to be cleaned up (trash and the grass needs to be cut).  That hospital should be 
open (Crozer). 
 
Mayor Roots says the one thing that you can’t neglect is that the hospital went down because it was sold to the wrong people.  
They stole that money and it’s really tough to get people to pay into something when someone has walked off with the money. 
 
Amin Abdul Salim says old folks say that this a tall order that we have to fulfill.  We have to come to our right mind to fulfill this 
tall order.  Falsehood cannot come at this from before it or from behind it.  So this is the order we want to get to it.  Old folks also 
said the child don’t know if he is coming or going. So we want to know whether we are coming or going.  That’s very important.  
For all of this is to be happening now (inaudible).  This understanding that God is blessing us with now (inaudible) old folks say 
now go back and get your family.  So we want to go back and get our people that are going to come forth.  (Inaudible) last will be 
first and first will be last.  So we want to get to that position of going back to cultural establishment of People coming forward and 
going out with intelligence, making the AI (the stuff they make to track people).  There are some people that do not like this and 
will not like this.  When we are a people that’s born from a despicable, despised and so forth and we are looked at upon 
despicable/despised.  We’ve come through that.  They think that they will be hurting you but in reality they need to be helped.  
God is the greatest. 

 
 
 

**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office 
 
 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 
 
Councilwoman Gibson-Williams says I’d like to thank Randy Washington for donating a van to the cause of bringing food to 
our Community.  I also wanted to mention, Councilman Davis and all of the other Organizations that had an Easter Celebration 
for our Children. The Children really enjoyed themselves.  Councilman Davis came out and handed out candy and I appreciate 
you for taking the time to speak to our young folks and educating them on who you are and what you do.  
Homeless/Squatting…there is a tent community now in the Ethel Waters Park.  There is a tent and trash there and that needs to 
be addressed.  All hope is not lost as it relates to People caring about the City of Chester.  Just this morning I spoke with 
someone that wants to bring three Doctors here to the City.  We will have more information on that.  I’m encouraging the 
Community to come out on Thursday for the meeting that will be here from 6p-8p to find out about the different resources that 
are available. 

 
There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 12:12pm. 

  
 



       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
APRIL 23, 2025      Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


