
 
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         APRIL 9, 2025                       
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:10am with Deputy Mayor 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Elder Kensworth Griffith, Ascension Holiness Church, Trainer, PA, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. The roll was called and the following were present: 

 
 

Tameka Gibson-Williams  
Fred Green 

Shy’Quan Davis 
Deputy Mayor Portia West 

 
 

On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson-Williams, the minutes of the previous meeting (March 
26, 2025 (Regular Meeting) and April 1, 2025 (Special Council Meeting) were approved.  The following vote was taken:  
Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.    Nays: 0. 

 
Deputy Mayor West asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only 
 
There were none.  

 
 
OLD/NEW BUSINESS 

 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, the following individuals have requested a handicapped parking zone: 
 
1. Phillis Evans, 1007 Booth Street, Chester, PA  19013 
2. Barbara Thompson, 1228 Crosby Street, Chester, PA 19013 
3. Joan Smoak, 915 West 8th Street, Chester, PA  19013 
4. Orien Conway, 107 West 21st, Chester, PA  19013 

 
WHEREAS, after a thorough investigation by the Department of Public Works, it has been determined the  

aforementioned individuals have met all of the required criteria and have a need for said handicapped parking zone. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the proper City officials to install a handicapped parking zone in the 1000 Block of Booth 
Street, in the 1200 Block of Crosby Street, in the 900 Block of West 8th Street, and in the 100 Block of West 21st Street, in the 
City of Chester. 

 
 On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson-Williams, the above Resolution was adopted.  The 
following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
   



 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby reappoint the following individuals to the Civil Service Commission, with the stated terms to expire: 
 
  Name       Term to Expire 
 
  Rick Dennis      12/31/2028 
 
  Martha Newman      12/31/2028 
 
Council Gibson-Williams asked will the website be updated for residents will know what each board’s function is. 
 
Justin Tibbels, Assistant to Mayor Roots, he stated the website will be updated with all board position descriptions and changes. 
 
 On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson-Williams, the above Resolution was adopted.  The 
following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
   
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby appoint Gail Brown to the Civil Service Commission, to fill the unexpired term of Travis Thomas, 
term to expire December 31, 2025. 

 
 On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson-Williams, the above Resolution was adopted.  The 
following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, Gibson-Williams, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
   
 WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Environmental Protection (“DEP”) is authorized under 
Section 4(8) of the Air Pollution Control Act (35 P.S. §§ 4001 to 4015) to conduct atmospheric sampling programs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the DEP has selected two (2) sites within the City of Chester’s Park System that would be ideal areas to 
monitor the air quality; and 
 
 WHEREAS, DEP wishes to install two (2) Air Monitoring Stations and its equipment at the designated locations for an 
18-month period. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 

 
 That it does hereby approve entering into a License Agreement with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department 
of Environmental Protection to allow DEP the ability to access, install, maintain, operate and remove Air Monitoring Stations and 
associated equipment, at its own expense at the designated locations within the City of Chester’s Park System. 
 
 FURTHER, it does authorize the proper City official to execute said agreements for and on behalf of the City of 
Chester. 
 

FURTHER, said Agreements are contingent upon final approval of the City Solicitor. 
 

 On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson-Williams, the above Resolution was adopted.  The 
following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   
 
Councilwoman Gibson-Williams asked, once the air systems are installed, will there be reports be given to the city about the 
quality of air in those areas. 
 



Tom Moore Chief of Staff stated, yes, we can get the details from the DEP as far as reporting requirements; they can provide the 
city with that report.   
 
RESOLUTION 
   
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester made a Request for Proposal (RFP # 2025-004) for the Summer Food Services 
Program, with responses due on February 10, 2025; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester has complied with all PennBid use requirements; and 
 
 WHEREAS, as the sole bidder the sealed quote has been evaluated. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby award the Summer Food Services Program to Walnut Street Deli in the amount not to exceed 
Eighteen Dollars and Fifty Cents ($18.50) per unitized meal (volume of meals will fluctuate week-by-week.  A summer season 
cost estimate would be Sixty-seven Thousand Eight Hundred Thirty-nine Dollars and Fifty Cents ($67,839.50) based on last 
summer’s 2024 volume of 3,667 unitized meals). 

 
FURTHER, this award is contingent upon Walnut Street Deli supplying the City with confirmation that they have met all 

the criteria and are registered as a full-service Food Service Management Company (FSMS) with the Pennsylvania Department 
of Education, Bureau of Budget and Fiscal Management, Bureau of Food and Nutrition (BFN) and placed on BFN’s List of 
Registered FSMCs and Pre-Plated Vendors by April 30, 2025. 

 
FURTHER, said contract is contingent upon final review and approval of the City Solicitor. 
 
Deputy Mayor West recommended that this Resolution be tabled until the applicant has met the requirements of the 

Department of Education. 
 

 On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson-Williams, the above Resolution was tabled.  The 
following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
   
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby grant permission and authorize the issuance of a road opening permit to PECO for the installation 
of new natural gas services within the City of Chester at the following locations: 
 

1. 12 East 18th Street; and 
2. 224 West 23rd Street 

  
FURTHER, said permit is contingent upon PECO’s compliance with all the conditions outlined by the City Engineer and 

performed in a manner that is satisfactory to City Council, specifically the following: 
 
1. PECO performs a full mill and overlay on all road openings exceeding 100 feet or three (3) patches within 100 

feet. 
2. All work that impacts sidewalks within City R.O.W’s shall be replaced with new concrete sidewalks and ADA 

Accessible Curb Ramps where required by the City Engineer. 
3. PECO provides appropriate traffic control measures to ensure continual operation of City Streets. 
4. PECO will need to obtain a Highway Occupancy Permit (HOP) from PENNDOT and any other required permits. 

 
 

 On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson-Williams, the above Resolution.  The following vote was 
taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   
 



RESOLUTION 
 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the execution of R23060011-1, by Andrew Hayman, Public Works Director, as a 
requirement of PENNDOT’s Reimbursement Agreement System for the construction of the Highland Avenue Complete Streets. 
  
 On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson-Williams, the above Resolution was adopted.  The 
following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, Chester City Council approved Resolution #22-2022, on February 23, 2022, for the submission of an 
application to the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board for 418 Avenue of the States; and 
 
 WHEREAS, there was a change of address for the project and Chester City Council approved Resolution #228-2023, 
on December 13, 2023, amending the aforementioned resolution for the submission of an application to the Pennsylvania Liquor 
Control Board for 420 Avenue of the States; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the project location has changed and the new location is 403 Avenue of the States; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the property located at 403 Avenue of the States (“the Property”) is submitting an application to the 
Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board (the “LCB”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, under the Pennsylvania Liquor Code, the property qualifies for the issuance of an Economic Development 
Liquor License by the LCB; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the owner of the Property desires to open a restaurant with a liquor license; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Chester believe the issuance of such a license to this Property for the 
purpose of economic development is in the best interest of the City and supports the development of Property into a restaurant 
with a liquor license. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCILOF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 

1. That the City does rescind Resolutions 28-2022 and 228-2023. 
 

2. That the City does hereby approve the submission of an application by the owner or tenant of 403 Avenue of the 
States to the LCB for the issuance of an Economic Development Liquor License, and provides its consent for the 
use of said license at the Property. 

 

3. The appropriate City official(s) are hereby authorized to execute and deliver any such documents as may be 
required by the LCB with respect to the foregoing consent and approval. 

 
On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson-Williams, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Deputy Mayor West.  Nays: 0.   

 

Reports 

 Councilman Green stated, they have been working diligently to clean up the city through the License and inspection department 

Andrew Hayman, Interim Director for License and Inspection. gave some statistics from the month of March and April.  He 
stated, there were 138 complaints, 37 were trash, debris, grass, sanitation issues and 12 stop work orders were issued.  He 



stated, in April there were 34 violations issued and 8 stop work orders issued. He stated, there are 5 inspections done per day. 
Andrew Hayman thanked the clerks, office manager and inspectors for all the good work that is being done. 

Councilman Green stated there are 316 pages of delinquent property rental fees due to the city.  He encouraged all property 
owners who owe rental fees to the city to pay up. 

Andrew Hayman spoke on the efforts of License and Inspections in going throughout the city to remove abandoned vehicles.  

Deputy Mayor West introduced the interim Director of Public Works, Shawn Draughn. 

Joy Taylor, City Controller stated, the pension audits have begun for the 2023-2024 period. The auditor is Anthony Batasori they 
successfully met the deadline for the AG385 filing for State Aid.  She stated, once she gets the report on how much we will be 
receiving, she will let Council know. 
 
Dr. Kristian Motley stated, she is working on bridging the healthcare gap in the city of Chester. They are working on bringing in 
transportation resources. Delaware County Health Department is working on hosting an information session to help people get 
connected to health care resources. Next week is Black Maternal Health Week. She stated, there is a free event from 1-4 this 
Saturday at City Hall.  She encouraged everyone to come out. 

 
Ralph Dorsey presented a summer basketball league program to be located at the 7th Street courts, beginning July7th – August 
14, 2025.  He stated, he has partnered with Bountiful Blessing Foundations, Inc. He is planning to operate Monday-Thursday, 5-
8pm.  He would also like to partner with the city’s Safe Summers Program.  He is looking to serve 300 kids @ $50.00 per child. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Jamiel Cottman thanked the police commissioner and the streets department for cleaning up the East side of Chester.  He 
stated, this Friday Team Strive and Walnut Street Deli will be providing the Parks and Streets department with lunch in the 
community room at 1:00 for helping to clean up the city.  Team Strive, Liberty and J & M Water will be having an Easter Hunt on 
4/19 in Sun Village Park on the 9th Street side from 2:00-4:00. 
Jamiel Cottman stated, June 9th will be their annual Ball Against Violence event at the 7th Street basketball courts. He stated, one 
of the teams playing will be the Fire department against the Chester Police Department. He stated, Team Strive mentoring 
program meet at First Keystone Center every Tuesday and Thursday from 5-7pm. 
 
Livia Smith asked if the YWCA will reopen to be a community resource center. She was concerned about aging trees throughout 
the city.  She stated, the trees need to be cut down.  She asked if there is a list of streets being repaved this year 2025. .i.e. 
Welsh Street. She asked, what is the status of the Veterans banner program? 
 
Deputy Mayor West stated, the YWCA, the city is not looking at that at this time.  She stated, we realize there are aging trees in 
the city, which is expensive to cut down, it is a work in progress. 
 
Andrew Hayman stated, there are no definitive updates about the Welsh Street location.  The current list for 2025 does not 
include any portion of Welsh Street. 
 
Councilman Davis stated, the official role out date for the Veteran banner program is Friday, May 30, 2025.  The location will be 
290 E. 12th Street, Chester.  
 
Elizabeth Williams stated, she would like a 5-year report of what the Receiver has done since he has been in the city.  She 
stated she would like to know what happened to the block grant money.  She was concerned about cars speeding through the 
school zone. She stated, the weigh station is not being used and the Chester Water Authority need to be sold. 
 
Commissioner Katrina Blackwell stated, she has personally been on Providence and Highland Avenue policing the school zones. 
The weigh station they are working on getting that back up and running, it is understood that the weigh station generates a lot of 
revenue. There are officers schedule for certification training to work at the weigh station. 
 
Receiver Michael Doweary stated, there will be a final public report being prepared for the Commonwealth Court that will be 
submitted in May, addressing the last 5 years; where we are and where we’re going from here. 



 
Warren Santone, Local 413, spoke about the RCO (Responsible Contract Ordinance), the process and what a change order is. 
Warren Santone stated, the RCO would protect the tax payer from being financially taken advantage of. 
 
Deputy Mayor West stated, there will be a meeting to discuss the RCO (Responsible Contract Ordinance) 
  
Susan Dennis stated she was please to hear that the weigh station was being worked on. She was concerned about the Dollar 
Store on 17th and Edgmont Avenue, not having a dumpster. She stated, the Dollar Store have cages with trash in them, instead 
of dumpsters. She asked about the locations of the 2 air monitors located in Eyre Park and the Boys and Girls Club. 
 
Deputy Mayor West asked Ms. Dennis to see Mr. Hayman regarding the dumpster at the Dollar Store. 
 
Brown Williams was concerned about 3rd Street needing black top and the abandoned cars on the eastside. 
 
Victor Cabal, Vision and Community Connection Specialist, for Four Circles Beyond, 2100 Providence Ave. St stated, he is 
starting a free independent school for the youth in Chester.  He had started the PLA programing summer camp for the last few 
years.  They plan to offer a summer adventure to take 10 youth from Chester to the east coast for a educational opportunity.  He 
stated, he is hosting a community event on 4/19 at the Chester Friends meeting, 520 E. 24th St. from 3:00-6:00. 
 
Deputy Mayor West asked for something in writing for the program he is offering. 
 
Councilwoman Gibson-Williams asked about the PLA program camp and age range of the participants. 
 
Victor Cabol stated, the PLA program is the Peace and Liberation and Arts camp.  Ages are from middle school to high school. 
 

 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 

 
Deputy Mayor West invited everyone to look at the flyer of events that are happening in Chester. Attachment #1 of 2. She 
thanked everyone for coming out for today’s council meeting. 
 
  
         
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Adjournment 11:36AM 
 
 
        Joan Neal, Assistant City Clerk 
 


