
 
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         MARCH 12, 2025                       
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 7:03pm with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Reverend Lisa Carter, Servant Leader of The Temple of Brotherly Love Christian 
Community Church followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. The roll was called and the following were present: 

 
 

Tameka Gibson-Williams  
Fred Green 
Portia West  

Shy’Quan Davis 
Mayor Stefan Roots  

 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (February 26, 2025) 
were approved.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 

 
 

Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 
Livia Smith says Item R-33, I’m looking for clarity.  R-34, when is that?  Who is the entertainer? 
 
Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says R-3 is an Amendment to an existing contract with MSW Consultants.  In our conversations with 
MSW Consultants, you really need somebody I think that’s in the industry to draw up and guide you through the process of 
preparing the proper procurement bid package.  Our trash contract ends at the end of this year.  It helps when you’re putting 
together a bid package to speak the language of those entities. 
 
Councilman Green says R-34, the Peace, Love and Unity Festival will take place on September 13, outside of City Hall.  The 
Artist…the Contract says we cannot name the Artist until the Contract is executed and a deposit has been sent. 
 
John Shelton says R-32 (inaudible). 
 
Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says R-32 is a maintenance agreement that is required as part of the grant from the State.  It’s 
basically saying that we have to maintain that trail once it’s constructed.   
 
Mr. Shelton says Bill #1.  We don’t have towing now? 
 
Mayor Roots says we do have one.  Right now it’s four pages.  The one we’re drafting is 20 pages. 
 
Warren Santone says R-32, this project here (inaudible) does it have (inaudible) Responsible Contract Ordinance in this project.  
Anybody ever heard of it? 
 
Tom Moore says I don’t believe the City has an Ordinance. 
 
Ken Schuster, City Solicitor says the City does not have a Responsible Contract Ordinance. 
 
Mr. Santone says I’m here to talk about the Responsible Contract Ordinance that was once on the Agenda. (Mr. Santone then 
begins to read some excerpts from the Responsible Contract Ordinance that has not been approved by Mayor and 
Council). 
 



Mayor Roots says we have not adopted what you are reading. 
 
Mr. Santone says okay.  Why isn’t it on the Agenda?  It was once on there wasn’t it? 
 
Councilwoman West says it’s been on there twice. 
 
Ken Schuster says it was on there twice and it was requested to be removed. 
 
Mr. Santone says when we talk about projects RCO should be talked about when it comes to stuff like this. 
 
Mayor Roots says we all have to agree on the language to come to a vote. 
 
 
 
OLD/NEW BUSINESS 
 
Councilman Green says thank you to all of my Colleagues on Council and the Community for continuing to stand with Crozer 
and to make sure that Crozer do don’t close their doors.  (See attachment #1). 
 
Mayor Roots says we have no say in what the decisions are going to be made with Crozer.  In anticipation of something 
happening we have to be prepared to provide ambulance service.  The Hospital has a two week lifeline and in those two weeks 
hopefully they can find a buyer. 
 
 
 

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Ordinances. 
 
 
BILL NO. 1 
ORD. ___, 2025 

 
AN ORDINANCE 
FIRST READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, 

DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, 
ENACTING NEW ARTICLE 519, ENTITLED 

IMPOUNDING PARKED OR JUNK VEHICLES,  
OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE 
CITY OF CHESTER, TO PROVIDE FOR A  

CONVENIENT AND REGULATED TOWING 
SYSTEM FOR THE TIMELY REMOVAL OF  

MOTOR VEHICLES DAMAGED, ABANDONED, 
IMMOBILIZED, ILLEGALLY PARKED, OR  
DISABLED ON PUBLIC RIGHTS-OF-WAY 
OR ON PUBLIC OR PRIVATE PROPERTY 

WITHIN THE CITY OF CHESTER; AND  
REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS 

OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT THEREWITH. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 1, 2025 was passed on its First Reading.  The 
following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0. 

 
 
 

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 



 
 
RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Chester (City) wishes to develop the Crozer Park section of the Chester Creek Trail to provide 
a safe transportation option for pedestrians and bicycle riders; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Chester Economic Development Authority (CEDA) has been awarded a grant in the amount of 

$250,000.00 from the Community Conservation Partnerships Program administered by the Pennsylvania Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources for the development of the Chester Creek Trail in Crozer Park; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City has been awarded a grant in the amount of $500,000.00 from the Green Ways Municipal Grant 

Program administered by the County of Delaware for the Crozer Park section of the Chester Creek Trail; and 
 
WHEREAS, Delaware County, the City, and CEDA have entered into a Tri-Party Agreement in connection with the 

Green Ways grant whereby CEDA is designated as the responsible entity for Green Ways grant management and development 
of this Trail section, and the City is designated as the responsibility entity for maintenance and periodic inspection of the Crozer 
Park section of the Chester Creek Trail; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City and CEDA wish to formalize a written Maintenance and Operation Agreement to set forth the 

responsibilities of each entity related to this Project during and after construction. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
1. That the Maintenance and Operation Agreement between the City and CEDA is hereby approved. 

 
2. That the Mayor and/or his designee is hereby authorized to execute the Agreement and to take such steps that 

may be necessary to implement the intent of this Resolution. 
 

 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
  
 WHEREAS, on November 13, 2024, Chester City Council awarded the Route Optimization Study for Trash Collection 
and Street Cleaning to MidAtlantic Solid Waste Consultants, LLC , d/b/a  MSW Consultants; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it has been determined that the City is in need of additional services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, MSW Consultants has agreed to provide said services. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby amend the original agreement with MidAtlantic Solid Waste Consultants, LLC, d/b/a MSW 
Consultants to include professional consultation services to assist in modifying the City’s procurement package for curbside trash 
collection services. 
  

FURTHER, said amendment is contingent upon final review and approval of the City Solicitor. 
 

 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 



 That it does hereby authorize the proper City official to enter into an agreement with Drae Shaw Entertainment Group, 
to provide an artist to perform at the City of Chester Peace, Love, and Unity Festival, in an amount not to exceed Twenty 
Thousand Dollars ($20,000.00). 

 
FURTHER, the contract is subject to the Solicitor’s approval. 

  
 On motion of Mayor Roots, seconded by Councilor Gibson-Williams the above Resolution was TABLED.  The 
following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: Green, West.   
 
 
 
Reports 
 
Councilman Davis says on Monday, March 10, we had a Budget and Finance Committee Meeting.  We reviewed all of the 
finances for 2025 as of January 2025. 
 
Dr. Kristin Motley, Health Commissioner says in regards to Crozer, Chester residents can go to the following for healthcare 
access (see attachment #2).  The Delaware County Health Department Hotline for questions of where to go phone 
number is 484-276-2100.  
 

 
 
 

Public Comment 
 
Livia Smith says the rumor out there says that the Receiver is leaving the City of Chester.  Is that factual and if it is factual will 
Council have input in the replacement of that individual?  Trees…Washington Park, half belongs to Widener and they dumped 
tree limbs on their side.  Are we supposed to be dumping tree limbs in the Park?  I brought it up so that you could talk to 
Widener.  Secondly, those trees are rotting, can fall down and are falling down on Widener’s side (Washington Park). 
 
Mayor Roots says I will put my eyes on that (trees).  As far as the Receiver’s rumor that you received, if it was a fact it would 
have been a press release.  We have not seen anything.  I would lean to say no.  They are appointed by the State. 
 
Ken Schuster, City Solicitor says DCED does make a recommendation but it must be approved by the Commonwealth Court 
Hearing.  It is a public hearing and anyone can give input. 
 
Councilman Green says Council can have a positon in the hearing.   
 
Delores Shelton says my Parents lived in the Rose Tree Area and they paid a bill once a year for ambulance care.  That’s 
something you/Dr. Motley might want to think about.  The County owns Deshong or the area next to the Dollar Tree.  Didn’t at 
one time you had a Committee working on Deshong?  It’s so bad driving past that lot and it looks so dirty. 
 
Mayor Roots says the County is the custodian.  They are in the process of putting out a  Request For Proposal for Developers to 
submit ideas for what can be done not only on the Deshong Property as we know it from pretty much as to the Museum down to 
9th Street but also the lot.  We have discussed an EMS Tax to help fund an ambulance system but we quickly dismissed it.  That 
would be the last resort. 
 
John Shelton says there was money left to redo that place (Deshong).  There was money approved by Delaware County 
Council a while back to keep it funded and (inaudible).  (Inaudible) homeowner’s.  Is it possible for Mayor and Council now to find 
something in reference to that because it was left to the City of Chester Residents/Homeowner’s? 
 
Mayor Roots says Mr. Deshong left a will and that the Estate, the Art was all left to Chester along with a bunch of money at that 
time to maintain the property.  That was Chester’s responsibility.  The money just ran out or mismanaged is all a matter of who 
you talk to.  That’s where the County came in to allegedly save the day.  They’ve been sitting on this property for 35 years.  I 
went to County Council and ask them to cut the grass. 
 



Warren Santone says The Responsible Contract Ordinance…another reason we should adopt this is because it recognizes the 
importance of employee training, graduating Students from Chester Upland School District as well as other School Districts 
within Delaware County and assuring that (again he reads some excerpts from the Responsible Contract Ordinance that has not 
been approved by Mayor and Council).  This here is a simple reason and one of the main reasons why we should adopt this 
Ordinance because it save us money and it protects the tax payers. 
 
Councilwoman West says doesn’t it also require that the Contractors adhere to the OSHA Standards. 
 
Mr. Santone says yes. 
 
Mayor Roots says there is nobody in this room who doesn’t believe that it shouldn’t be passed. 
 
Rachel Colon says on Monday I got a notice from the Chester Trash Company about mixing bulk.  I talked to Melba and told her 
that the other Landlord is putting the bulk trash in front of our building.  We don’t want to be fined for it. 
 
Mayor Roots says talk to Andrew Hayman, Public Works Director after the Meeting. 
 
Adelaide Evans says are we still in Bankruptcy.   
 
Ken Schuster, City Solicitor says yes. 
 
Ms. Evans says do we have an Entertainment Budget. 
 
Councilman Davis says we have a Special Events (inaudible). 
 
Ms. Evans says how much is that. 
 
Councilman Davis says currently to my knowledge… 
 
Councilman Green says its $65,000 in there. 
 
Ms. Evans says are we having any other events such as Fourth of July or Juneteenth because last year we were told that we 
could only have one. 
 
Councilman Green says the Budget that we passed last year for the Budget this year we set aside $25,000.00 for this Festival. 
 
Ms. Evans says do you happen to know the total amount for the Festival besides the $20,000.00 for the one Artist. 
 
Councilman Green says I think it’s around $40-$50 thousand. 
 
Ms. Evans says are you going to be doing fundraisers or getting donations of those sorts if this pass. 
 
Councilman Green says yes.  I have donors lined up to donate.  I’m going to raise the additional money. 
 
Margaret Brown says back in November I spoke on about the trucks from Covanta and Delcora using the middle for parking on 
291.  It’s a dangerous situation.  Today, a Delcora truck cut me off by Townsend Street going towards Engle Street.  I took 
pictures of the truck (front, back, side, name and numbers).  I will give it to whoever I need to at this meeting because I am 
calling tomorrow. 
 
Mayor Roots says give me those pictures.  Anybody that has an issue with a truck/public utility get that truck number, license 
number.  You have the right to contact these companies directly but I will contact them on your behalf. 
 
Ms. Brown says can we add to the Park in Sun Village where the empty space is because what’s there is for the smaller children. 
 
Mayor Roots says just today we received a mock-up of what you are asking for.   Street paving in Sun Village also.  How many 
streets are we doing Chief? 



 
Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says I don’t know the exact streets but CEDA is putting that out to Bid.  But I think it’s like three blocks 
in Sun Village and Melrose Avenue as well. 
 
Shea Li says I’m the Property Manager for (Inaudible) Buildings in Chester on Edgemont.  One of our Tenants did speak about 
the violation that was given to them on March 7, 2025.  We got three of them.  We have designated trash bins (96 gallons).  We 
don’t need a dumpster like them next to us.  We have spoken with Mr. Muhammad Abdul.  I have video/pictures of him having 
people put trash in front of our Building.  There also has been some harassment.  Some of my Colleagues and myself don’t feel 
safe coming to the Building. 
 
Mayor Roots says you can talk to Andrew Hayman, Public Works Director and the Police Commissioner. 
 
Jamiel Cottman, on behalf of Team Strive says we have a location in the City of Chester at the Keystone First Center.   I 
would like for you’ll to come out Tuesday the 18th for our Grand Opening.  We will be having a Gun Violence Prevention on 
Saturday the 22nd.  We have kids that can sign up (4th – 12th Grade) on those two days to come to our program.  The program is 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  We also have Paint, Health, Positive Program also for children ages 11-17.  Trees (Sun 
Village)…are they going to be cut and what about the Barn? 

 
Amin Abdul Salim says this is our time.  This is the correct way.  I’ve been coming for a number of years.  Make ends meet.  
Chester is very unique.  What works for others doesn’t work for us.  We will be first.  Chester is the gateway of the world.  
Greatest Teacher.  It’s coming back to us.  Prayer is the success.  Come to prayer.  No prayer…no success.  I will return you to 
the house they ran you from.  Recreation and recreation is spelled the same way.  One is work and one is play.  The re-creation 
by recreate the world.  God wants us to recreate. 
 
Ed Nelson says we need entertainment in the City.  It brings money, peace and positive things to the City like most other cities.  
The same way that you do with the Contractors you do with the Promoters.  We would like Promoters in the City a seat at the 
table when the City is offering any kind of entertainment. The same way any other Contract that we bid out.  I think entertainment 
should be allotted that same opportunity.  As far as vending for these upcoming events when will we know anything about it if 
there is going to be any vending? 
 
Councilman Green says once we get this solidified (R-34) we will put out the advertisement about vending and local talent to 
perform as well. 
 

 
**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office 

 
 
 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 
 

 
Mayor Roots recognizes the youngest person (a very young lady) in the audience.  Thanks for coming. 
 
Councilwoman West recognizes the Delta’s that were attendance. 
 
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 8:45pm. 
  
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
MARCH 12, 2025       Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


