
 
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         FEBRUARY 26, 2025                       
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:02am with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Bishop Norman Brown, Jr., Changing Lives Ministries International, Chester, PA followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance. The roll was called and the following were present: 

 
 

Fred Green 
Portia West  

Shy’Quan Davis 
Mayor Stefan Roots  

Tameka Gibson-Williams (Absent) 
 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (February 12, 2025) 
were approved.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas: Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 

 
 

Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 
 
 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, Reverend Jeremiah W. Witherspoon spent 50 years at Temple Baptist Church making a significant and 
profound impact on people’s lives in the City of Chester and the surrounding areas; and 

 
WHEREAS, on Sunday, October 2, 1949, Rev. Witherspoon preached his first sermon, was ordained in 1955, under 

the leadership and mentorship of Rev. Z. E. Dennis and one year later he became Pastor of Ridgewood Baptist Church with a 
congregation of more than 200 members; and 

 
WHEREAS, in December 1956, he and Ruby Taylor were married and from this union, they are the proud parents of 

three children: Gerald, Keith, and Judy; and 
 
WHEREAS, Temple Baptist Church experienced two years of pulpit vacancy in September, 1967, due to the failing 

health of Rev. D. W. White and a pulpit committee was organized to bring to the church a man of faithfulness, conviction, and 
vision who would serve not only the members of the church but the entire community and Rev. Witherspoon was chosen to 
assume this pastoral role; and 

 
WHEREAS, Temple Baptist Church continued to grow with new members who had an enthusiasm and commitment to 

make a difference in the community by carrying out Rev. Witherspoon’s motto:  “We Specialize in Spiritual Growth”, which is 
exhibited through the: Male Chorus, Maryland-Virginia Club, Carolina Club, Memorial Guild, Starlights and Missionary Society 
#2; and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 



That it does hereby authorize the installation of an honorary street sign, renaming a portion of Butler Street at 7 th Street 
to Reverend Jeremiah W. Witherspoon Way, honoring his contributions to the community as Pastor of Temple Baptist Church. 

 
FURTHER, it does authorize the Department of Public Works to order and install the aforementioned sign. 
 

 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
  
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That in accordance with recommendations of the Chester City Planning Commission, dated February 12, 2025, and 
reviewed by the Delaware County Planning Commission on November 22, 2024, it does hereby grant final approval for Greg 
Zyla to Reverse Subdivide ten (10) lots into one (1) lot and construct a 6,000 square foot office/garage building, driveway and 
parking lot, located at 609 West 3rd Street, Chester, PA  19013, as shown on a plan prepared by Linn Architects, 1140 N. 
Providence Road, Media, PA 19063; dated August 30, 2024 and revised January 23, 2025. 
  

FURTHER, said approval is conditioned upon addressing the remaining comments of the Planning & Zoning 
Department review letter dated January 31, 2025 and the Colliers Engineering & Design review letter dated February 6, 2025. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, Chester City Council approved Resolution 18-2024 authorizing entering into a 3-year contract with Colliers 
Engineering & Design, Inc., (“Colliers”) to provide engineering services to the City of Chester as defined in the agreed upon 
scope of service pursuant to the executed agreement dated March 13, 2024; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said agreement provides a rate schedule to include hourly rates of the technical staff and eligible 
reimbursable expenses for Calendar Year 2025 and Calendar Year 2026; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said agreement estimated compensation of approximately $395,000 per year and anticipated adjusting 
the contract consideration based on changes in the scope of service as capital projects and other needs requiring engineering 
services are developed; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on June 12, 2024, Chester City Council approved Resolution 51-2024, to enter into an addendum to the 
original Contract with Colliers to increase the original contract amount by $700,000 for a total contract amount of $1,095,800 to 
change the scope of work to include the implementation of the City’s GIS program and other engineering projects to be funded 
through the City’s General Fund, Liquid Fuels and Grants; and 
 
 WHEREAS, ongoing large scale capital projects including a new Public Works Facility are in final engineering design 
and preparing to go out for bid in the near future; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester budgeted $555,724 in Calendar Year 2025 and proposes to budget an additional 
$185,241 in Calendar Year 2026 in American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) federal funding for engineering services for ARPA-related 
projects including the City’s Public Works Facility; and 
 
 WHEREAS, after further review, the City has determined there are other ongoing engineering projects that need 
completion that can be funded through the General Fund, Capital Improvement Fund, Liquid Fuels Fund, ARPA, Grants, and 
Developer-sponsored Escrow accounts. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 



 That it does approve a third addendum to the original Contract with Colliers Engineering & Design, Inc., 181 
Washington Street, Conshohocken, PA 19428, Suite 430, to continue to provide engineering services on all City projects at the 
agreed upon hourly rates and eligible reimbursable expenses under the original March 13, 2024 agreement. 

 
FURTHER, that it hereby directs the Chief of Staff to provide a quarterly report to City Council providing an update on 

those engineering activities undertaken by Colliers which shall include project updates and engineering costs expended on each 
project. 

 
FURTHER, that it does authorize the proper City officials to execute the third addendum for and on behalf of the City of 

Chester. 
 
FURTHER, said addendum is contingent upon final approval of the City Solicitor. 

  
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
 
Presentations 
 Interim Police Commissioner, Katrina Blackwell – 2024 Summary Report (Attachment #1) 
 
 Annette Pyatt, Executive Director, Chester Community Improvement Project (CCIP) and Amanda Johnson, CED 
Housing Program Coordinator - Home Rehabilitation Program Update (Attachment #2) 
 
 
 
Councilman Green left at 10:40am. 
 
Mayor Roots recognizes Receiver, Michael Doweary. 
 

 
 
 

Public Comment 
 
Kathryn Flagg-Justice says thank you. When I came outside this morning the holes outside my house and on my street were 
being patched.  On behalf of the Seniors I’m requesting that you put Security at the door leading from the parking lot so that we 
can have entrance into the Building on City Council Days. 
 
Mayor Roots says that’s a reasonable request.  
 
Harry Crawford says thank you.  Over the years there has been a number of things I have talked about…the Police Officer 
coming through my neighborhood.  Ms. Blackwell said she will take care of it and she did.  Andrew…asking for a sign at 
Keystone & Carter Lane.  The sign is there.  More information on the different Agenda Items.  Thank you Candice and to the 
People that authorized it.  Justin…the upcoming events around Chester (he’s referencing attachment #3).  Has there been any 
more thought about having more evening meetings?  Last but not least some of the holes on my street have been fixed. 
 
Mayor Roots says the Charter says there are to be four (4) night meetings a year. 
 
Brown Williams says Edgemont Avenue has a lot of holes in the road messing up your car.  Glad to see Temple Baptist Church 
here today.  By my house on Hayes Street it needs to be cleaned. The street by me on Hayes Street is caving in a little bit.  In 
the 2600 Block (he’s not specific) big hole in the street. 
 
Councilwoman West says Edgemont Avenue is a State Road.  Talk to Mr. Andrew Hayman, Public Works Director and we can 
refer it to PennDot. 
 



Joyce Davis says trash…dumping in my area between Concord Avenue and Penn Street.  It’s cleaned up and then they come 
right back and dump again.  It’s in the Street.  How is my trash man supposed to get to my trash?  I’ve turned in license plates.  
On behalf of Temple Baptist Church, thank you. 
 
Mayor Roots says give us a call when you see someone dumping.  We pick up more trash that has been dumped than Mascaro 
picks up for household trash. 
 
Andrew Hayman, Public Works Director says we’re trying.  
 
Councilwoman West says Interim Police Commissioner Blackwell do the Police need to know to enforce?  I thought that the 
vehicle gets taken and the perpetrator(s) are arrested. 
 
Interim Police Commissioner says it has to be full proof (person being caught in the act). 

 
 

**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office 
 
 
 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 
 

Mayor Roots says (see attachment #3). 
 
Councilwoman West says I want to thank all the Presenters today for the information that you gave.  I want to acknowledge our 
Friends from Temple Baptist Church.  Mayor, I just want to address my concern about the homelessness here in Chester and I’d 
like to partner with you and other members of Council for us to talk about some resource information and how we are going to 
handle it. 
 
Mayor Roots says I’m on the Board of the Community Action Agency of Delaware County and we had a Board Meeting last week 
and we were looking at our Budget and 8 million dollars of the Community Action Agency Budget comes from the Feds.  If the 
Feds money doesn’t reach the Delaware County Community Action Agency there will be shelters that would close. 
 
 
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:14am. 
  
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
FEBRUARY 26, 2025      Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


