COUNCIL CHAMBERS
JANUARY 8, 2025

MEETING OF THE
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:03am with Mayor Roots
presiding. A prayer was said by Chaplain Lisa Dennis, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. The roll was called and the
following were present:

Tameka Gibson-Williams
Fred Green
Shy’'Quan Davis
Mayor Stefan Roots
Portia West (Absent)

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (December 9, 2024
(Budget Hearing) December 11, 2024, December 18, 2024 and January 6, 2025 (Organization Meeting) were approved.
The following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.

Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.

Old/New Business

Councilman Green says Happy New Year! | had the pleasure of attending the Wilmington City Council Inaugural Celebration.
Congratulations to them!! | do want to give a shout out to the Public Works Department clearing up the City.

Councilwoman Gibson-Williams says Happy New Year! My first year on Council was very encouraging but it's really good to
work with Mayor and Council to move the City of Chester forward.

Councilman Davis says Happy New Year! As of last year serving with Mayor and Council was an honor and privilege to just
see the way the City of Chester would like to go and how we can continue to do so. Let’s focus on being better than we were
last year. Let's communicate and focus on one day at a time just being a better person and watch how we as a Community, as a
Family, as a City can achieve and aspire greatness and I'm looking forward to a great 2025.

Mayor Roots says on Monday we had our Organization Meeting (Councilwoman West is the Deputy Mayor; Candice Newsome,
City Clerk/Joan Neal, Assistant City Clerk; the Committees: Public Safety, Chair Mayor Roots, Budget and Finance, Chair
Councilman Davis, Public Works, Chair Councilwoman West, Recreation, Chair Councilwoman Gibson-Williams, and Housing &
Community Development, Chair Councilman Green). There will be a Block Captains Committee to oversee the Block Captains.
The First Meeting will be this upcoming Monday and they will reach out to those who have volunteered to be Block Captains.
There will be an application for Block Captains to apply. Thank you Public Works for the great work you did on Monday (snow).
Recognizes Kristin Motley as the City's Health Commissioner. | went to Harrisburg last night to witness the Pennsylvania
Legislative Black Caucus Swearing-In.

Justin Tibbels, Special Assistant to the Mayor says (see attachment #1). There is another MLK Day Event on January
20, 2025. There will be a breakfast at the Union Stadium followed by a March from the Stadium up to the 4t Street
CAAT Center. There will be lunch and other activities.



The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions.
RESOLUTION

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby appoint the following individuals to the position of Patrol Officer, Chester Police Department,
effective January 8, 2025, with a one (1) year probationary period, on a full-time basis, with all benefits applicable thereto, at the

salary range provided in the Annual Appropriation Ordinance.

1. Leroy Whitaker
2. Angel Carrion, Jr.

FURTHER, said Patrol Officer is required to reside within fifty (50) miles of Chester City Hall.

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby appoint Alicia Stewart-Martin, as a member of the Chester Housing Authority Board, to fill the
expired term of Sheila Church, term to expire December 31, 2028.

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:
That it does hereby approve a Memorandum of Understanding for each Union representing employees of the City of
Chester, setting a wage increase of three percent (3%) for the year 2025, all other terms and conditions of the prior contracts
shall remain the same and in full effect for each Union represented below:
Fraternal Order of Police, Lodge #19
International Association of Firefighters, Local 1400; and

International Brotherhood of Teamsters, Local 107

FURTHER, it does ratify the execution of a Memorandum of Understanding for each of the aforementioned Unions by
the proper City official.

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the City of Chester made a Request for Proposal (RFP # 2024-004) for the Law Enforcement
Accreditation Consultant, with responses due December 2024; and



WHEREAS, the City of Chester has complied with all of PennBid use requirements; and
WHEREAS, the sealed quotes have been tabulated with no discrepancies found.
NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby award the Law Enforcement Accreditation Consultant Project to Aspirant Consulting Group in an
amount not to exceed $62,500.00.

FURTHER, said contract is contingent upon final review and approval of the City Solicitor.

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the City of Chester made a Request for Proposal (RFP # 2024-005) for the Chester Clean Ways ARPA
Project, with the responses due on October 27, 2024; and

WHEREAS, the City of Chester has complied with all of PennBid use requirements; and
WHEREAS, the sealed quotes have been tabulated with no discrepancies found.
NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby award the Chester Clean Ways ARPA Project to Browdell Maintenance in the amount of
$76,834.00.

FURTHER, said contract is contingent upon final review and approval of the City Solicitor.

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby accept the U.S. Department of Commerce’s Economic Development Administration’s (EDA)
Recompete Strategy Development Grant and will comply with all of the terms and conditions as identified in the attached
“General Terms and Conditions”; and the “Specific Award Conditions of the U.S. Department of Commerce” and any other
specified award conditions as required by EDA.”

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania authorized award of a Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program
(RACP) grant in the amount of $4,000,000.00 on behalf of Keystone Sports and Entertainment, LLC and Union Sportsplex, LLC
for the development of the Philadelphia Union Sportsplex Project (Project); and

WHEREAS, the Chester Economic Development Authority was designated as the Grantee to partner with Keystone
Sports and Entertainment, LLC and Union Sportsplex, LLC as Sub-Grantees in connection with the administration of the Project;
and



WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has authorized the termination of the RACP Grant Agreement with
the Chester Redevelopment Authority for the Union Square Area Improvement Project in the amount of $1,500,000.00 and the
reallocation of such funds to the Project; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has authorized the award of an additional $4,000,000.00 in RACP
funding for the Project; and

WHEREAS, one of the RACP requirements is the submission of an executed Cooperation Agreement between the
City, as the Host Municipality, and the Sub-Grantees, in which the City approves the Project, and which obligates the City to
reimburse the Commonwealth for any RACP grant reimbursements that may later be determined to have been ineligible
expenses for the Project; and

WHEREAS, this matter has been reviewed and considered.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

1. That the Cooperation Agreement by and between the City of Chester and the Sub-Grantees is hereby approved.

2. That the Mayor and/or his designee is hereby authorized to execute the Agreement and to take such steps as
may be necessary to implement the intent of this Resolution.

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, as part of Consolidated Rail Corporation, (“Conrail”) maintenance responsibility, the City of Chester,
(“City”) proposes to install pavement adjacent to the Railroad on Highland Avenue to support a multi-use trail, in accordance with
the City approved construction plans, hereinafter referred to as the “Project”; and

WHEREAS, the Project is eligible for financing with Federal Highway funds; and

WHEREAS, the tracks of Railroad are located adjacent to the start of the proposed multi-use trail adjacent to the
intersection of Highland Avenue and West Front Street; and

WHEREAS, Conrail agrees as part of the Construction Work to furnish and maintain any flagmen, watchmen,
construction inspectors and/or engineering services that may be deemed necessary to protect and safeguard its railroad facilities
and the operations of the railroad during the time the City’s contractor is actively working on or adjacent to the railroad property;
and

WHEREAS, there will be no adjustment of Railroad’s existing facilities as part of the Project.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby authorize the proper City official to enter into a Railroad Certification Compliance Agreement with
Consolidated Rail Corporation, (“Conrail”) for repair of the tracks crossing Highland Avenue as a part of the Highland Trail
connection between Route 291 and the waterfront trail.

FURTHER, the Project is being funded through the Pennsylvania Transportation Alternative Set-Aside Program.

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

Mayor Roots says we will be meeting in an Executive Session after this Meeting to discuss a Property Issue.



CEDA Update (see attachment #2)

Swearing-In of Patrol Officers
Leroy Whitaker
Angel Carrion, Jr.

Public Comment
Jake Chmielowski says (see attachment #3).

Ricketta Robinson says I'm here to thank Shawn and Ms. Rothwell and all those that participated in getting the trash picked up
on Morton Avenue. | don’t know who Mr. Shaw is, Inspector, he was supposed to come and inspect my Mom’s house and never
showed up and | don't think it's fair. Why didn’t the Homeowner’s get a letter about the $10,000.00 to do work in their house?

Mayor Roots says you can talk to the Director of Economic Development after the meeting. It was publicized (for the $10,000.00
for home repairs). We are looking to find more funds to continue that program.

Hilda Campbell says (first she give a pillow to the Mayor and Commissioner Gretsky). The dream pillows are a process that
helps us through dealing with the grief of our loved ones. I've been producing these things for probably for 3 to 4 years. (The
Death of her Grandson) | want to know why we haven't gotten any information or very limited information...the car is still not
available to us and it’s been four years. The necklace in the car, his Mother still hasn't got it, because the Detective has it locked
up in his desk and he’s on leave of absence.

Commissioner Gretsky says | met with Ms. Hilda and the Family maybe two or three months ago. I've been in steady
communication with the Mother. Yesterday, | released all the items to them. Part of this has to do with the investigating Officer
sustained in a head on crash. The vehicle is currently still in holding. | contacted the D.A. Matthew Crouse who signs off on all
these warrants. He told me he will not release the vehicle due to it’s still an active homicide.

Bonnie Waites says thank you to the new Council Members and the Mayor for an encouraging 2024. | appreciate all the
monies that's being invested in the Soccer Stadium, the Sportsplex, Highland Avenue Train Station but my concern is there are
Residents that live on either side of 291. I've been advocating for at least two years to get pedestrian crossing signs in our
Community from Ward Street to Highland Avenue. That's all 'm asking for.

Mayor Roots says the money that’s being spent down the Stadium is the Stadiums’ money. The money that is being spent on
the Trail Systems are mostly coming from grants. Route 291 is a PennDot property and everything that has to be done there has
to go through them. One of the things that is going to finally come to light | believe in 2025 is the traffic light at 291 & Jeffrey
Street. On 291 there will be a road diet meaning there will be restriping (making more room) so that People will be able to get in
their cars.

Andrew Hayman, Public Works Director says | have spoken with PennDot. | will give updates.

Tyrone Ricks, Tent of Life says are there job opportunities for kids. | wanted to see what’s your plan of attack as far as the
Council and Mayor for 2025? We want the kids and everybody else to put the guns down.

Mayor Roots says we've created new Committees. All those Committees have some input to Legislation. There all related to
what you are talking about. They are Community related Committees. We have a Community Advisory Board. Other
Committees we will have (arts and culture, education related, etc.) to work with Council.

Randy Washington, one of LSN Contractors and Construction Manager, President of the Washington Development
Group and Founder of a Non-Profit called Creating Opportunities For All says | just wanted to introduce myself to Council.
I'm really looking to give back making an impact on Community/Workforce Development.



Mayor Roots says Mr. Washington donated a little over 100 Turkeys (when they were gone there were turkey breasts) and meals
right here in the Community Room around Thanksgiving.

**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS

Mayor Roots says the Mayor’s Lecture Series. Justin has more information.

Justin Tibbels, Special Assistant to the Mayor says the Mayor's First Lecture for 2025 will be on January 22, 2025 with Paul
Fejko speaking about a Vision for Chester.

Councilwoman Gibson-Williams says for MLK Day I'd like to shine a light on the sanitation workers. Dr. King had advocated
for sanitation workers and | thought it would only be appropriate to honor both our in-house sanitation workers along with Public
Works and some other individuals.

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:26am.

Respectfully submitted,

JANUARY 8, 2025 Candice Newsome, City Clerk



