
 
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         DECEMBER 18, 2024                        
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:03am with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Pastor A.J. Collier, Refreshing Presence Ministries, Chester PA, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. The roll was called and the following were present: 

 
 

Tameka Gibson  
Fred Green 

Shy’Quan Davis 
Mayor Stefan Roots  

Portia West (Absent) 
 
 
 

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (November 27, 
2024) were approved.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 
 

Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 
Livia Smith says Bill #11/Ordinance #10 that’s entitled “Budget, just a question on one of the line items which is  “Parking”, how 
do you plan on getting revenue from the Parking.  Is it coming from charging the People a fee to park in front of their own 
property, is it from ticketing people, is it from collecting meters? 
 
Rich Troutman, Chief Financial Officer says from any or all of those above are being worked out through the Parking Study that 
was completed and from the actual conversations I’ve been having. 
 
Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says that parking line item on the revenue side also includes the parking tax for Subaru Park for any 
events down there.  There is a Parking Tax on that as well which generates six figures as well. 
 
 
 
Old/New Business 
 
 Councilman Davis says (see attachment #1). 
 
 Councilman Green says I’d like to thank everyone who joined us for the 300th Anniversary of the Courthouse and to 
all our Partners that helped to put that together and continue to tell the history of the City of Chester. 
 
 Councilwoman Gibson says I’d like to thank Ms. Rosetta Carter & First Pentecostal Church along with the City of 
Chester for providing a Chester Christmas on this past Sunday.   I spoke with Mr. Vince Shavaughny from Caring with Friends 
about bringing additional resources here for Veteran’s, Seniors and Families.  So on Fridays they are allowing us to go and pick 
up food to bring back to our Community.  Also, on Tuesday’s I’ll be picking up additional food resources for our Community. 
 
 Councilman Green says in case you didn’t hear/read about the 7 million dollars that was awarded to the City of 
Chester through Amtrak to fix up all of the fencing. 
 
 Mayor Roots says Amtrak was awarded a grant to put the fencing here in the City of Chester.  There was a 250th 
recognition of General Lafayette. There is a new sign in the Park across the street that commemorates Lafayette’s visit here. 
Thank you Chaplain Lisa Dennis for getting someone to do our Invocation before our Council Meeting.  Last week the Central 



Business District was shut down due to a water main break.  Friday, 12/13 I was able to tour the City with Santa Claus.  There 
are Board Positions vacancies for Delaware County Government.  You can apply by 12/20 on the County Website. 
 
Councilman Davis says thank you to Fire Commissioner Shirley for allowing me to ride on the boat with Santa Claus. 
 
 
Mayor Roots presents Mr. Harry Crawford with an award (see attachment #2). 
 
 
 
 

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Ordinances. 
 
 
BILL NO. 11 
ORD. 10, 2024 

 
AN ORDINANCE 

LAST AND FINAL READING 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, 
DELAWARE COUNTY, COMMONWEALTH OF 

PENNSYLVANIA, APPROPRIATING SPECIFIC SUMS 
ESTIMATED TO BE REQUIRED FOR THE SPECIFIC 

PURPOSES OF THE MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT, 
HEREINAFTER SET FORTH, DURING THE 2025 

CALENDAR YEAR. 
 

 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES ORDAIN: 
 
SECTION 1. That for the expenditures and expenses of the 2025 calendar year, the following amounts are hereby 
appropriated from the fund equities, revenues, and other financing sources available for the 2025 calendar year for the specific 
purposes herein set forth. 
 
SECTION 2. The General Fund Budget for the 2025 calendar year is hereby set at $62,749,420 and appropriated from the 
following revenues, as more fully detailed in the attached Exhibit A: 
 
 Real Estate & Library Taxes      $    9,917,000 
 Taxes - Act 511                      $  25,849,000 
 Fees, Fines, Licenses & Permits     $    3,438,620 
 Interest, Rents and Royalties      $       400,000 
 Intergovernmental Revenues       $   3,450,000 
 Reimbursements        $      800,000 
 Other Revenue        $   2,628,800 
 Host Fees        $ 16,266,000     
      TOTAL       $  62,749,420 
 
SECTION 3. The General Fund Budget for the 2025 calendar year is hereby set at $62,749,420 before unpaid pensions 
and appropriated to the following departments, as more fully detailed in the attached Exhibit A: 

 
Department of Public Affairs     $  5,373,248 

 Department of Public Safety     $15,062,359 
 Department of Community and Economic Development  $  2,068,690 
 Department of Public Works     $  2,115,216 
 Department of Parks, Public Property & Recreation  $  1,813,052 
 Department of Administrative Support    $  5,688,214 



 Benefits       $28,428,641 
 Operating Transfers     $     867,000 
 Loan Payments      $  2,200,000 
  Total (Before Unpaid Pensions)   $62,749,420 
 Prior Years Unpaid Pensions     $43,200,000 
  TOTAL General Fund Expense                $105,942,420 
         
         
SECTION 4. The State Liquid Fuels Tax Fund for the 2025 calendar year is hereby set at $1,142,722 with detailed 
appropriation described in greater detail in Exhibit A, “City of Chester, Delaware County, Pennsylvania, 2025 Budget”. 
 
SECTION 5. The Rubbish Fund for the 2025 calendar year is hereby set at $3,435,880 with detailed appropriation 
described in greater detail in Exhibit A, “City of Chester, Delaware County, Pennsylvania, 2025 Budget”. 
 
SECTION 6. The Debt Service Fund for the 2025 calendar year is hereby set at $0 with detailed appropriation described 
in greater detail in Exhibit A, “City of Chester, Delaware County, Pennsylvania, 2025 Budget”. 
 
SECTION 7. The ARPA Fund for the 2025 calendar year is hereby set at $9,113,497 with detailed appropriation described 
in greater detail in Exhibit A, “City of Chester, Delaware County, Pennsylvania, 2025 Budget”. 
 
SECTION 8. The Capital Improvement Fund for the 2025 calendar year is hereby set at $4,663,902 with detailed 
appropriation described in greater detail in Exhibit A, “City of Chester, Delaware County, Pennsylvania, 2025 Budget”. 
 
SECTION 9. The Rental Inspection Fund for the 2025 calendar year is hereby set at $625,000 with detailed appropriation 
described in greater detail in Exhibit A, “City of Chester, Delaware County, Pennsylvania, 2025 Budget”. 
 
SECTION 10. The Special Events Fund for the 2025 calendar year is hereby set at $65,000 with detailed appropriation 
described in greater detail in Exhibit A, “City of Chester, Delaware County, Pennsylvania, 2025 Budget”. 
 
SECTION 11. That any Ordinances conflicting with this Ordinance be and the same is hereby repealed insofar as the same 
affects this Ordinance. 
 
 On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 11, 2024 was passed on its Last and Final 
Reading.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0. 
 
BILL NO. 12 
ORD. 11, 2024 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
LAST AND FINAL READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, 
DELAWARE COUNTY, COMMONWEALTH OF 

PENNSYLVANIA, PRESCRIBING THE NUMBER, 
DUTIES AND COMPENSATION OF THE 

EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER FOR 
THE YEAR 2025, DIRECTING PAYMENT ON AN 
ANNUAL BASIS; PRESCRIBING THE METHOD 
AND TIMES OF PAYMENT; AND REPEALING  

ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES 
INCONSISTENT THEREWITH. 

 
On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 12, 2024 was passed on its Last and Final 

Reading.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.  
 
BILL NO. 13 



ORD. 12, 2024 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
LAST AND FINAL READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, 

DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, 
PURSUANT TO THE AUTHORITY GRANTED BY 

THE HOME RULE CHARTER, REENACTING 
WITHOUT SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE THE 

BUSINESS PRIVILEGE TAX FOR THE YEAR 2025, 
AS SET FORTH IN ARTICLE 307 OF THE 

CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
CHESTER, 1978, AS SUPPLEMENTED AND 

AMENDED, IN ITS ENTIRETY, WHICH IMPOSES 
A TAX FOR GENERAL REVENUE PURPOSES 
UPON PERSONS, FIRMS, COMPANIES, AND 

CORPORATIONS ENGAGING IN CERTAIN 
BUSINESS WITHIN THE CITY OF CHESTER 

EXCEPT FOR THE AMENDMENT TO 
SUBSECTION 307.02(a) ENTITLED “RATE AND 
BASIS OF TAX” OF SECTION 307.02 ENTITLED 
TAX FOR GENERAL REVENUE PURPOSES OF 
SAID BUSINESS PRIVILEGE TAX, TO SET THE 
SAID RATE OF TAX TO 2.0 MILLS FOR RETAIL 

AND 3.0 MILLS FOR WHOLESALE; AND 
REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF 

ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT HEREWITH. 
 

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 13, 2024 was passed on its Last and Final 
Reading.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.  

 
BILL NO. 14 
ORD. 13, 2024 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
LAST AND FINAL READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER,  

DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA,  
PURSUANT TO THE AUTHORITY GRANTED BY 
THE HOME RULE CHARTER, REENACTING THE 
EARNED INCOME TAX FOR THE YEAR 2025, AS 
SET FORTH IN ARTICLE 303 OF THE CODIFIED 
ORDINANCES OF CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA, 

1978, AS SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED, IN ITS 
ENTIRETY, WITHOUT SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE 
EXCEPT FOR AN AMENDMENT TO SECTION 
303.02 ENTITLED “IMPOSITION OF TAX” TO 

IMPOSE A TAX OF 2.00% FOR 2025 FOR 
GENERAL REVENUE PURPOSES ON SALARIES, 

WAGES, COMMISSIONS, NET PROFITS AND 
OTHER COMPENSATION EARNED BY 

NONRESIDENTS, OF THE CITY OF CHESTER FOR 
WORK DONE OR SERVICES PERFORMED OR 

RENDERED IN THE CITY OF CHESTER, AND TO 



ESTABLISH THE EARNED INCOME TAX RATE 
AT 3.75% FOR 2025 ON SALARIES, WAGES, 
COMMISSIONS, NET PROFITS AND OTHER 

COMPENSATION EARNED BY RESIDENTS OF 
THE CITY OF CHESTER; WITH ONE PERCENT 

(1.00%) OF THE RESIDENTS AND NON- 
RESIDENTS EARNED INCOME TAX COLLECTIONS 

BEING DESIGNATED TO DISTRESSED PENSION 
PAYMENTS AND PROVIDING FOR THE  

ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT OF THE 
ORDINANCE; AND IMPOSING PENALTIES FOR 

VIOLATION THEREOF. 
 

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 14, 2024 was passed on its Last and Final 
Reading.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0. 
 
BILL NO. 15 
ORD. 14, 2024 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
LAST AND FINAL READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, 

DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 
PURSUANT TO THE AUTHORITY GRANTED BY 

THE HOME RULE CHARTER, REENACTING  
WITHOUT SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE FOR THE 

YEAR 2025 THE “LOCAL SERVICES TAX”, AS SET 
FORTH IN ARTICLE 305 OF THE CODIFIED 
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, 

PENNSYLVANIA, 1978, AS SUPPLEMENTED AND 
AMENDED, IN ITS ENTIRETY, WHICH IMPOSES 
A TAX, FOR GENERAL REVENUE PURPOSES, 
UPON THE PRIVILEGE OF ENGAGING IN AN 

OCCUPATION WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS 
OF THE CITY OF CHESTER AT THE RATE OF 

FIFTY-TWO DOLLARS ($52.00) PER YEAR. 
 

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 15, 2024 was passed on its Last and Final 
Reading.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.  

 
BILL NO. 16 
ORD. 15, 2024 

AN ORDINANCE 
FIRST READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, 

DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA,  
ENACTING THE TAX RATE FOR THE YEAR 2025,  
ON ALL REAL PROPERTY AT 9.4041 MILLS AND  

FIXING THE LIBRARY TAX AT .4017 MILLS. 
 

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 16, 2024 was passed on its Last and Final 
Reading.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0. 
 
BILL NO. 17 



ORD. 16, 2024 
AN ORDINANCE 

LAST AND FINAL READING 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, 
DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA,  

AMENDING SUBSECTION 925.021, ENTITLED 
“FEES”, OF ARTICLE 925 ENTITLED “REFUSE 

COLLECTION” OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES 
OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, 1978, AS 
SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED BY 

INCREASING THE FEE FOR THE COLLECTION 
AND DISPOSAL OF ASHES, GARBAGE, RUBBISH 

AND REFUSE TO $350 FOR SUBPARTS 
(a)(1) AND (a)(2); AND REPEALING ALL 

ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES 
INCONSISTENT THEREWITH. 

 
On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 17, 2024 was passed on its Last and Final 

Reading.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0. 
 
BILL NO. 19 
ORD. 17, 2024 

AN ORDINANCE 
LAST AND FINAL READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, 

DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, 
AMENDING ORDINANCE NUMBER 6 OF 2024, 
ENTITLED “2024 BUDGET” PROVIDING FOR  

COMPENSATION ADJUSTMENTS, CORRECTIONS, 
MODIFICATIONS AND CHANGES IN ORGANIZATIONAL 
ALIGNMENTS FOR USE DURING THE 2024 CALENDAR 
YEAR AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS 

OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT THEREWITH. 
 

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 19, 2024 was passed on its Last and Final 
Reading.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0. 
 
 
 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the following individuals have requested a handicapped parking zone: 
 

1. Soraya Gary, 1010 West 8th Street, Chester, PA  19013 
2. Muriel Muhammad, 928 East 20th Street, Chester, PA  19013 
3. Jean Strand, 909 Lincoln Street, Chester, PA  19013 
4. Robert Quayee Swen, 207 West 23rd Street, Chester, PA  19013; and 
5. Marshelle Johnson, 2516 West 4th Street, Chester, PA  19013 

 
WHEREAS, after a thorough investigation by the Department of Public Works, it has been determined the 

aforementioned individuals have met all of the required criteria and have a need for said handicapped parking zone. 
  



NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the proper City officials to install a handicapped parking zone in the 1000 Block of West 
8th Street, in the 900 Block of East 20th Street, in the 900 Block of Lincoln Street, in the 200 Block of West 23rd Street, and in the 
2500 Block of West 4th Street, in the City of Chester. 
 
 On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, Chester City Council approved Resolution 133-2024 on December 11, 2024, designating Santander Bank, 
N.A. (“Bank”) as a depository for the City of Chester; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it has been determined that the persons identified on that Resolution as designated authorized signors 
needs to be amended. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby amend Resolution 133-2024, selecting Santander Bank, N.A. as a depository for the City of 
Chester, by designating the following persons as authorized signers to act on behalf of the City in accordance with all other 
conditions of Resolution 133-2024 with no other amendments: 
 
  Name       Title 
  Richard Troutman      Chief Financial Officer 
  Elenora Golson      City Treasurer 
  Joy Taylor      City Controller 
   
 FURTHER, that it does hereby ratify the proper City official’s notification to the Bank. 
 
 On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the County of Delaware acting through the Delaware County District Attorney’s Office, (“County”) desires 
to assist the City of Chester with a lighting initiative; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the County has agreed to be the recipient of funding in the amount of $2,000,000.00 from the 
Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency (“PCCD”) Violence Intervention and Prevention (“VIP”) Grant program for 
the original grant term, February 1, 2022 – February 1, 2024, and subsequently extended to December 31, 2024; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the County and the City believe it to be in their best interests to utilize a portion of the PCCD VIP grant 
funding to support the City of Chester. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby ratify the execution of a Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) between the City of Chester and 
the County of Delaware to utilize the PCCD VIP Grant program funds for the installation of lighting in or adjacent to Four 
Seasons Park in the City of Chester. 
 
 FURTHER, the County shall, at its sole discretion, reimburse the City for the installation of lighting in or adjacent to the 
Four Seasons Park, located at Pennell Street and Woodrow Street. 
 
 On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   



 
 
 
FY2025 Budget Highlights Presentation by Mayor Roots (see attachment #3) 

 
 
 

Public Comment 
 
Lawrence Thomas says Jake’s Tree Service, he was told about what he wasn’t supposed to do.  He knows what he’s doing to 
our neighborhood.  Residents were not told that there was going to be a tree service there.  We can’t sit outside.  It’s the noise 
not the decimals, dust on the porches.  It was a mistake that it was granted to him. 
 
Mayor Roots says the City and the Department of Environmental Protection is doing something about it.  That something about it 
is once something gets put into place it’s really hard to pull back. 
 
Mr. Thomas says the Zoning that was approved there can that be changed. 
 
Mayor Roots says it’s zoned for anything industrial.  We are putting together a Block Captain Program.  They will be that vehicle 
that we here can communicate right to neighborhoods. 
 
Paul Fritz, Director of Planning & Zoning says the decimals exceed the limits and we will let Jake’s Tree Service be aware of 
that.  So there is an action to take, they have to follow through and what we are asking is for them to stop the mulching machine 
in its current location or make an appeal to the Zoning Hearing Board.  The dust is handled by DEP. 
 
Councilwoman Gibson says is the Noise Ordinance going to be enforced.  Can they be fined and can/will it be enforced? 
 
Kim Pinder-Garner, Assistant Planning/Zoning Supervisor says we are addressing the issue with the decimals. 
 
Councilwoman Gibson says do they have a time limit to fix the issue or can we immediately fine them. 
 
Paul Fritz, Director of Planning & Zoning says it has to go through the process but we do give them a thirty day notice. 
 
Kristin Motley, Bureau of Health says I did hear you at the previous meeting and I went and had a meeting at DEP.  I was told 
that this being handled by their waste team.  I told them that this is a health issue and an air quality issue.  So the air quality team 
said what they need to do is let it get through waste and then they will pick it up if it’s still a concern.  So I will follow up with them. 
 
Mayor Roots says Jake trees does do work for the City of Chester to take down old trees and pick up limbs in our Parks. 
 
Councilwoman Gibson says how did they (Jake’s Tree Service) get selected.  Was there a Bid/RFP process for that? 
 
Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says we haven’t used Jake’s Tree Service at least in the last year.   
 
Councilman Green says are we using Moore. 
 
The response was inaudible. 
 
Patricia Lumbar says I am here to beg.  I’m finally getting my ARPA work done.  It has been two weeks…I am waiting for an 
inspector of the City to come and inspect the opening over my dining room table of the plumbing that the Contractor has done.  
So, I am begging someone to get a City Inspector to come.   
 
Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says third party contractor was notified on this previous Friday and Nicole Wagman, Director of 
Economic Development, is going to check the schedule to see when to get them out there to do the inspection and get it sealed 
back up. 
 



Susan Dennis says we rejected the animal control process or people and I was wondering do we have an alternative.  We got 
rid of the Parking Authority twice and we’re looking for a third time contractor, so what are we looking for?  Deshong…has the 
RFP gone out and if so when is it due?   Weigh Station...when are we going to do something about that?  Hopefully in 2025. 
 
Police Commissioner Gretsky says the weigh station was out of compliance which last year we did get it up to compliance.  I 
can’t have a less Patrol Division and have Officers out there worrying about tractor trailers.  I have to protect the Citizens first.  
It’s high on my list once my numbers are up. 
 
Mayor Roots says the Deshong RFP will be put out by the County.  What was rejected with regards to animal control was a study 
that was to cost over a 100 thousand dollars just to study.  We don’t need a study.   
 
Police Commissioner Gretsky says also to speak on the Animal Control, us and Police Chiefs in the surrounding areas, we’re 
supposed to be doing a presentation together and sending it to County Council to see if they can assist with us.   
 
Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says Premium Parking is doing a lot of the services that a Parking Authority would manage.   So we’re 
really eliminating one of the barriers/layers between us and the Parking Company. 
 
Councilman Green says the reason the Parking Authority was dissolved is because they hadn’t met for a while.  We tried to 
revamp the Board/appoint new Board Members and there was attempts to try and get the Board together and start a regular 
schedule and to my knowledge they still didn’t come together.  So we thought it would just be best to dissolve the Board 
Authority. 
 
Jayci Mollichella says I am here to give you some end of year numbers in regards to Pet Retention…133 house cats have been 
fixed.  Forgotten Cats in Trainer are currently at 485 TNR Surgeries (Stray Cats) projected to be over 500 surgeries completed 
for the year 2024.  76 Resident house cats fixed.  Through myself and Providence we have held one vaccine clinic and three 
vaccine and microchip clinics with around 150 pets were done.  Over 1,000 pounds of dog and cat food has been distributed 
directly to Residents.  An unknown number of spay/neuter vouchers were given out.  So in total $131,500 in Pet Retention 
services for the Residents of the City of Chester.   
 
Livia Smith says I just want some clarity on Resolution #135, the three names that were put on the Depository, in the Agenda in 
talks about the depository for the US Economic Development Administration, Recompete Grant.  I didn’t see that when you had it 
on the screen up there versus what I see here. Is it possible for it to be for two different Resolutions?  Then the 136 for lighting, 
will you also be taking care of the overgrown bushes? 
 
Mayor Roots says probably yes.   
 
Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says the US Economic Development Administration is requiring that we open up a separate bank 
account that will receive these grant funds. 
 
Rosetta Carter says to the Mayor and Council about the wonderful partnership that you were able to do with First Pentecostal 
Holy Church.  There will be a Blood Drive in partnership with the Labor Union 413, on Second Street, on 12-19-24 from 9a-2p.   
There will be a Senior Holiday Party on 12/20 from 11a-2p in the Chester City Community Room. 
 
Kenneth Thompson says you’ll said you’ll was getting vehicles for the Parks and Streets.  Are you’ll getting any more leaf 
machines?  I only saw one.  You’ll said Amtrak is putting up fences.  What about lights underneath the tracks?  Are they going to 
do them too?  Mascaro, they are taking my recyclables with my trash.  Are they still doing recyclables?  Bulk pick-ups are once a 
week.  They’re not picking it up.  On Keystone & Meadow Lane from the 1000 Block to the 1200 Block there is an alley there and 
I’ve never seen you’ll go up there and clean it (dumping).  I was wondering if you’ll could go up there and clean it. 
 
Mayor Roots says I doubt very seriously if we’re buying another leaf vacuum truck.  Lights on tracks under the bridges that is not 
part of what Amtrak was granted for.  It was just granted to put the fences up.  If there are existing lights under the bridges that 
are not working just let us know about them.  Recyclable day is Wednesday. 
 
Andrew Hayman, Public Works Director says one bulk item per week.  We have two leaf machines.  I believe we don’t have any 
lighting under the Bridges.  I will speak to them. 
 



Jamiel Cottman says I’m here today because of Ms. Dunbar.  We as contractors are stuck in a hard place.  We’re dealing with 
the third party right now.  I’m waiting for the third party to call me to close the ceiling up to do an inspection of the plumbing that 
she has just got the whole house re-plumbed.   
 
Nicole Wagman, Director of Community Economic & Development says I have asked the third party to prioritize this.  During your 
testimony I have asked them to prioritize this today and they said they would. 
 
Mr. Cottman says moving forward (the ones doing the Grant) how can we be prioritized faster.  Is the City going to hire or give 
them (the Inspectors we have) trained for next year to do more things? 
 
Mayor Roots says the work that is being done with the Rehab Grants should be flagged in a certain way to have some type of 
priority.  
 
Nicole Wagman, Director of Economic & Development says it is. 
 
Mayor Roots says the Nuisance Inspectors/Code Enforcement…yes, there is significant monies in the 2025 Budget to train these 
individuals to take this test and pass it. 
 
Diana McDaniel says parking.  If there is a Business in a Residential area shouldn’t they have parking for their customers?  I 
have a handicap parking spot and when I leave and come back I have no parking due to the customers.  I called Harrisburg last 
year and they said the City has to enforce the Ordinance. 
 
Mayor Roots says it’s actually illegal for anyone to park in a handicap spot that doesn’t have handicap credentials.  You would 
hope that the Citizens would be courteous enough not to park in a handicap zone.  If you call the Police/Parking Management 
Company they should be ticketed. 
 
Commissioner Gretsky says I’ve been down there personally.  The Business is located in a row home.  I’ve taken pictures.  I do 
take her complaint serious.  I did pass it along to the Major of the Patrol Division.  I will follow up with that conversation.   
 
 

**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office 
 
 
 
 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 
 

 
Councilman Green says Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and Happy New Year!! 
 
Mayor Roots says thank you Everybody that is here!!  Merry Christmas!  Happy New Year!! 
 
Councilman Davis says Happy Holidays Everyone!! 
 
 
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 12:15pm. 
  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
DECEMBER 18, 2024     Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


