
 
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         DECEMBER 11, 2024                        
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 07:02pm with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Reverend Randall Moten Christian Church of Chester, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
The roll was called and the following were present: 

 
Tameka Gibson  

Fred Green 
Portia West  

Shy’Quan Davis 
Mayor Stefan Roots  

 
 

Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 
There were none. 
 
Mayor asked for old business/new business 
 
Mayor Roots shared Amtrak has received a 7.7 million dollar grant from the federal government to install new 

fencing in the City of Chester around the train tracks. 
 
Mayor Roots stated, PECO is doing utility work due to a water main break on Avenue of the Stated and around 

City Hall.  
 
The Assistant City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the following individuals have requested a handicapped parking zone: 
 

1. Frederick Wharton, 1012 Concord Avenue, Chester, PA  19013 
2. George Whitmore, 2535 West 7th Street, Chester, PA  19013 

 
 WHEREAS, after a thorough investigation by the Department of Public Works, it has been determined the 
aforementioned individuals have met all of the required criteria and have a need for said handicapped parking zone. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the proper City officials to install a handicapped parking zone in the 1000 Block of 
Concord Avenue, and in the 2500 Block of West 7th Street, in the City of Chester. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 



 That it does hereby appoint the following individuals as committee members for the Block Captain Program, with the 
terms to expire as stated: 
 
  Name       Term to Expire 
  Michael Lewis      12/31/25 
  Dahkeem Williams      12/31/26 
  Hailey Gerena      12/31/27 
 
  On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The 
following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
  
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That the reorganization of the Chester City Council will be held on January 6, 2025, at 10:00am, in City Council 
Chambers, One Fourth Street, Chester, Pennsylvania, 19013, for the purposes of organization and appointments to various 
positions. 
 
 FURTHER, that it does authorize the City Clerk to advertise said organization meeting. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 

 
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 

            
 The following is the list of the Legal Holidays for the City of Chester for the year 2025: 
  
  New Year’s Day    Wednesday, January 1 
   
  Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.   Monday, January 20 
 
  President’s Day    Monday, February 17 
 
  Good Friday    Friday, April 18 
 
  Primary Election Day   Tuesday, May 20 
 
  Memorial Day    Monday, May 26 
 
  Flag Day     Friday, June 13 (observed) 
 
  Juneteenth    Thursday, June 19 
 
  Independence Day    Friday, July 4 
 
  Labor Day    Monday, September 1 
 
  Indigenous People’s Day   Monday, October 13 
 
  General Election Day   Tuesday, November 4 
 
  Veteran’s Day    Tuesday, November 11 
 



  Thanksgiving Day    Thursday, November 27 
       Friday, November 28 
 
  Christmas Day    Thursday, December 25 
   

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0  
  
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That the City Council of the City of Chester will be holding their Deliberative Only Meetings in City Council Chambers, 
One Fourth Street, 2nd Floor, Chester, Pennsylvania 19013 at 2:00pm, prevailing local time, on the following dates for the year 
2025: 
 

January     06     July          07 
          21              21 
 
  February     10     August         11 
       24                             25 
 
  March          10     September      08 
       24              22 
 
  April    07     October         06 
      21              20 
 
  May   12     November      10 
     27             24 
 
  June   09     December      08 
     23             15 
                22 
 
 FURTHER, that the City Clerk is hereby directed to advertise the foregoing as required by law. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.  
  
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 

That the regular meetings of the Chester City Council will be held in City Council Chambers, Municipal Building, One 
Fourth Street, 2nd Floor, Chester, PA, 19013, at 10:00a.m., prevailing time, on the following dates for the year 2025, except 
where designated by an asterisk (*) which meetings will be held at 7:00p.m., prevailing time.  
 

January     08     July        09 
          22            23 
 
  February    12     August       13 
      26                           27 
 
  March        12*     September     10* 
      26             24 



 
  April   09     October        08 
     23             22 
  
  May   14     November      12 
     28             26 
 
  June   11*     December      10* 
     25             17 
                24 
    

FURTHER, the City Clerk is hereby directed to advertise the foregoing as required by law. 
 
Mayor Roots stated, Council Meetings will go back to 4 evening meetings as it states in the Administrative Code as 

oppose to six evening meetings. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.  
  
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 

That the regular meetings of the Chester Aggregated Pension Board will be held in City Council Chambers, One Fourth 
Street, Chester, PA  19013, 2:30p.m., prevailing local time, on the following dates for the year 2025: 
 

January 21 
 

April 21 
 

July 23 
 

October 20 
 

FURTHER, the City Clerk is hereby directed to advertise the foregoing as required by law. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.  

 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby grant permission and authorize the issuance of a road opening permit to PECO for the installation 
of new natural gas services in the vicinity of 24th Street, Chestnut Street, Walnut Street and Upland Street within the City of 
Chester, that will require a one (1) foot trench at: 
 

1. 24th Street for 1200 feet between Chestnut Street and Upland Street 
 
The installation will also require a 1-foot, 6-inch trench at the following location: 
 

1. Chestnut Street for 40 feet at the intersection of 24th Street 
 
The installation will also require the following number of test holes at the following locations: 
 



1. Twenty-Four (24) three-foot by four-feet test holes on 24th Street; and 
2. One three-foot by four-foot test hole in the sidewalk on Walnut Street 

 
FURTHER, said permit is contingent upon PECO’s compliance with all the conditions outlined by the City Engineer and 

Performed in a manner that is satisfactory to City Council, specifically the following:   
 

1. PECO performs a full mill and overlay on all road openings exceeding 100 feet or three (3) patches within 100 
feet. 

2. PECO provides appropriate traffic control measures to ensure continual operation of City Streets. 
 

3. PECO obtains all required Road Opening Permits from the City as well as any other required permits. 
 
Councilman Green asked if the curve to curve ordinance gone into effect yet? 
 
Andrew Hayman, City Engineer, said yes. 

 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester entered into Agreement 066396B with PennDOT, for the Lloyd Street Bridge over 
Amtrak – MPMS 57773 project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, PennDOT has projected an increase in final design from $1,140,000 to $1,275,750; as outlined in Exhibit 
“AAAA”; and 
 
 WHEREAS, 80% of the funding for this project is coming from the federal government, 15% from the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, and the cost sharing agreements requires the City to contribute 5% of the projected costs. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCILOF THE CITY OF CHESTE DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does authorize the proper City official to execute the Letter of Agreement to the PennDOT Agreement 066396C, 
for and on behalf of the City of Chester, for the Lloyd Street Bridge over Amtrak – MPMS 57773 project, amending the City’s 
local required match to $279,838 to reflect the design changes, increasing the total project costs from $5,459,000 to $5,596,750. 
 
 FURTHER, said Agreement is contingent upon final review and approval of the City Solicitor. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
Councilman Green asked if the 5% the city contributes in the budget for next year and is it under capital improvement? 
 
Tom Moore Chief of Staff, said yes, it is a part of the capital improvement budget for 2025. 
 
Mayor Roots stated the Lloyd Street bridge has been out for a long time and having to pay 5% of $279,000.00 of a 5.5 
total cost is pretty attractive and a good deal.  He thanked Councilwoman West for working with Senator Casey’s office 
in helping to move the Lloyd Street bridge project forward. 
 
Councilwoman West thanked Senator Casey’s office and members of PennDOT for working with her on this project. 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester utilized Commercial Utility Consultants to conduct an auction in order to obtain a series 
of quotes for electricity suppliers to provide services to City owned properties; and 
 



 WHEREAS, based on the results of the latest auction undertaken December 3, 2024, Constellation NewEnergy, Inc., 
provided the lowest bid at a rate of $0.06139 per kilowatt-hour for a 12-month period; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the bid rate is lower than the average default rate of $0.0848. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCILOF THE CITY OF CHESTE DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby ratify the Chief of Staff entering into an Electricity Supply Agreement with Constellation 
NewEnergy, Inc., for the purchase and supply of electricity, at the fixed rate contract price of $0.06139 per kilowatt-hour, 
beginning December 2024, in accordance with the terms and conditions set forth in said Agreement. 
 
 FURTHER, said Agreement is contingent upon final review and approval of the City Solicitor. 
 
Mayor Roots stated the bid rate is lower than the average default rate. The default rate is PECO; the City is no longer 
buying electricity from PECO. The City is going out on the market for a new supplier. 
 
Tom Moore stated, a series of auctions has been ran and the City will be paying a lower rate than the default rate but higher than 
what the City was paying previously. He stated The City will run these auctions again in the late summer early fall to see what 
the energy market supports at that time. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
  
 THE COUNCILOF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That the Request For Proposal (RFP) for Animal Control Services Options was received on September 27, 2024, be 
and the same is hereby rejected as the aforementioned RFP exceeds the estimated amount. 
 
Councilwoman Gibson asked, what was the amount requested in the RFP. 
 
Tom Moore stated, there was one respondent to the RFP.  The respondent came in at $116,000.00.  
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the final inspection for the following projects has been conducted and it has been determined that all 
outstanding punch list items have been completed to the satisfaction of the City’s Engineer; and 
 
 WHEREAS, after completion of the final inspection, the City is required to release any remaining escrow funds. 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the release of the escrow funds for the following projects, in the designated amounts, for 
the stated reasons: 
 
 Project Name    Escrow Amounts   Reason 
 
816 West 2nd Street (Site Improvements)  $24,638.30   Completed 
Attn:  Ali Tifrani 
A & Y Properties – Berbere Auto Sales 
816 W. 2nd Street 
Chester PA  19013 



 
3000 West 4th Street (Site Improvements)  $64,288.10   Completed 
Attn:  Eric Carlson 
Alliance, 4th & Booth, LLC 
3000 West 4th Street 
Chester PA  19013 
 
 FURTHER, said releases are contingent upon final approval of the City Solicitor. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 RESOLVED, the City of Chester (“City”) does hereby adopt the Resolutions set forth below, and certifies that such 
Resolutions are in accordance and conformity with the Depositor’s governing documents, all agreements with third parties, and 
all laws applicable to the Depositor. 
 
 RESOLVED, that Santander Bank, N.A. (the “Bank”) be, and hereby is, has designated a depository for the funds of 
the City subject to the terms and conditions of the Business Deposit Account Agreement, with authority to accept at any time for 
the credit of the City’s deposits in checking, saving, money market savings, term or any other account, by whomsoever made in 
whatever manner endorsed; and 
 
 RESOLVED, that the Bank shall not be liable in connection with the collection of such items that are handled by the 
Bank without negligence and the Bank shall not be liable for the acts of its agents, subagents or for any other casualty; and 
 
 RESOLVED, that the City assumes full responsibility for and shall indemnify the Bank against all losses, liabilities and 
claims resulting from payments, withdrawals or orders made or purported to be made in accordance with, or from actions taken 
in good faith and in reliance upon, these Resolutions; and 
 
 RESOLVED, that the bank be, and hereby is, authorized and directed to certify, pay or otherwise honor all checks, 
drafts, notes, bills of exchanges, acceptances, undertakings and other instruments or orders for the payment, transfer or 
withdrawal of money for whatever purpose and to whomsoever payable when such instruments and orders are properly made, 
signed, or endorsed by the signature, the actual or purported facsimile signature or the oral direction of any of the authorized 
signers below; provided, however, that any check, draft, note, bill of exchange, acceptance, undertaking or other instrument for 
the payment, transfer or withdrawal must bear the actual or purported facsimile signature of any of the authorized signers below; 
and 
 
 RESOLVED, that any authorized signer acting alone be, and hereby is, authorized on behalf of the City to endorse 
negotiate and collect any and all checks, drafts, notes, bills of exchange, acceptances, undertakings and other instruments and 
to open and close and update information on any account of the City at the Bank; and 
 
 RESOLVED, that any of the authorized signers below acting alone be, and hereby is, authorized on behalf of the City 
to instruct, orally or by such other means as the Bank may make available to City, that Bank to initiate the transfer of funds by 
wire, telex, automated clearinghouse, book, entry, compute or such other means, and to execute agreements with the Bank for 
the transfer of funds from any of the City’s accounts and to delegate from time to time to other persons the authority to initiate the 
transfer of funds from any such account; and 
 
 RESOLVED, that any authorized signer acting alone be, and hereby is, authorized on behalf of the City to enter into a 
written lease for the purpose of renting, maintaining, and accessing a safe deposit box and any authorized signer is authorized to 
terminate the lease; and  
 
 RESOLVED, that the Bank may rely on any signature, endorsement or order and any facsimile signature or oral 
instruction reasonably believed by the Bank to be made by an authorized signer, and the Bank may act on any direction of an 
authorized signer without inquiry and without regard to the application of the proceeds thereof, provided that the Bank acts in 
good faith; and 



 
 RESOLVED, the Bank may rely on this document and on any certificate by an authorized representative of the City as 
to the names and signatures of the authorized signers of the City until the Bank has actually received written notice of a change 
and has had a reasonable period of time to act on such notice; and 
 
 RESOLVED, that the City agrees to notify the Bank promptly and in writing of any change in (a) these Resolutions, (b) 
the identity of persons authorized to sign, endorse or otherwise authorize payments, transfers or withdrawals, (c) ownership of 
the City or the City’s legal structure or status, including the City’s dissolution of bankruptcy; and 
 
 RESOLVED, that any of the following person or persons from time to time holding offices of the City be, and hereby 
are, designated as the authorized signers to act on behalf of the City in accordance with the above resolutions: 
 
  Name       Title 
  Richard Troutman      Chief Financial Officer 
  Elenora Golson      City Treasurer 
  Michael Hurst      City Accountant 
  Joy Taylor      City Controller 
  Thomas Moore      Chief of Staff 
 
 RESOLVED, that there are no other persons currently designated as authorized signers on behalf of the City.  The City 
is controlled by a governing body, each individual executing this document certifies and warrants that s/he is duly authorized to 
act on behalf of the City in all matters pertaining to its rights, responsibilities and activities in connection with the foregoing, 
including but not limited to executing this document on behalf of the City. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
Mayor Roots asked if the Committee Chairs had anything to report. 
 
Councilman Davis stated, the Budget and Finance Committee meeting will be held on Monday, December 16, 2024 at 
1:30pm. 
 
Carol Fireng, VP of Chester Historical Preservation Committee presented awards to 2 students who won the Chester Historical 
Preservation William Penn art contest. Winners were Ariya nelson and A’Kai Bailey. A”Kai Baily was present to accept his award. 
 
Mayor Roots introduced and thanked college student and intern Adrian Duran Ray from Swarthmore College who is 
working in the city in the Community and Economic Development Department.  He asked Adrian to come up and 
introduce himself and tell everyone about himself. 
    
Adrian Duran stated, he is working on the Economic Development grants to get grants main street matters programs which are 
grants that come from the state to work on the Avenue of the States corridor. 
 
 

Public Comment 
 
Alton Loper stated he had a problem with heavy trash.  He said he saw private properties being cleaned out by city workers. He 
stated, he has tried to get in touch with the City but no one has called him back.  
 
Mayor Roots thanked Mr. Loper for the information and asked Andrew Hayman, Public Works Director to speak with 
him after the meeting. 
 
Rev. Thaddeus Kirkland handed out an article from the Daily Times to Mayor and Council and asked a series of questions.  
He asked, where are we concerning the Dwight Capital project? What came of the ghost employee investigation?  In which 
administration did the police pension scandal start? How many businesses fall under the façade program? On April 22nd 2009, 
who were the members on the Chester pension board?  Was Mr. Kapoor working in the city of Chester 2009-2010? How much 



money have the city’s new parking company generated thus far and how much money has the city paid to the new parking 
company thus far? 
 
Mayor Roots stated, Dwight Capital – It’s a matter of bringing the parties back to the table. 
 
Tom Moore stated, Dwight Capital – they are working on a path forward 
 
Mayor Roots stated, the new ghost employee situation is being investigated at the Attorney General’s Office. 
Mayor in 2009 - Butler was the Mayor in 2009. 
Downtown Façade program – it depends on the cost; close to a dozen in the first round.  Business owners will apply and must 
qualify for up to $50,000.00 of improvements. There is 2 million dollars in ARPA funds that is funding the project. 
Parking Management Contract 
 
Tom Moore stated, Parking management contract – There’s a management fee; the contract is s based on billable hours. 
 
Tyra Starr representing the Chester Business District- The Façade Program She read a portion of a release that came out July 
15, 2024 regarding the façade program. She asked about the time frame it will take to beautify 2 blocks of the facades in the 
downtown area. Attachment #1 
 
Mayor Roots stated, the time lines are consistent with the guidelines of the ARPA funds which are used to fund the 
program and has to be spent by 2026.  
 
Tom Moore stated, the funds would need to be spent for the façade program by December 31, 2026. 
 
Livia Smith asked in regards to the parking authority; about the restrictions for guest parking in the neighborhood.  She asked 
where could she find the information of the requirements for parking.  She asked, R-129 is there an anticipated time the work will 
start? When people rent the community room/park and they do not use it, can they get a refund? 
 
Councilman Green stated, he would speak to Ms. Johnson and get back to Livia Smith. 
 
Andrew Hayman, City Engineer stated for the R-129 (Lloyd Street project) work would start in 2026. He stated, he has a status 
update next week with PennDOT; he will review the timeline with them at that time.  
 
Tom Moore stated, Premier Parking is doing a study with THY to assess the visitors parking as part of the residential parking 
program. 
 

*Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 
 
Councilwoman Gibson-Williams thanked everyone for their support with the Thanksgiving event where they feed 150 people. 
She announced the toy giveaway on December 15, 2024 at.1st Pentecostal Holy Church. .She also thanked Sgt. Ross for his 
support. 
 
Mayor Roots read a flier that had a number of events happening in the city of Chester. Attachment #2 
 
Justin Tibbles announced the Home Town Heroes project; they will be taking applications. The website is 
www.ChesterCity.com/Veterans.  
 
Mayor Roots announced, tomorrow at 11am a sign would be revealed to memorialize Marquis Lafayette.  
 
Councilwoman West announced Dr. Rodney Bradley and Friends Choir Christmas event at Cornerstone Ministries, Saturday, 
4pm. 
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 08:18pm. 
  

http://www.chestercity.com/Veterans


 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
DECEMBER 11, 2024     Joan Neal, Assistant City Clerk 
 


