
 
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         OCTOBER 23, 2024                        
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:03am with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Bishop Anthony Hanna, of Cathedral St. Mark Christian Community Church, Woodlyn, 
PA, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. The roll was called and the following were present: 

 
Tameka Gibson  

Fred Green 
Shy’Quan Davis 

Mayor Stefan Roots  
Portia West (Absent) 

 
On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the minutes of the previous meeting (October 9, 2024) 

were approved.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 
 

Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 
 
 
 
OLD/NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Mayor Roots says there’s a big hole in the ground at 4th & Yarnall.  Just be careful of that area.  The road collapsed over there.  
Chester Water Authority and Delcora and their Contractors are getting that situated. 
 
 
 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Ordinances.  

 
 
BILL NO. 10 
ORD. 9, 2024 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
      LAST AND FINAL READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, 
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, APPROVING COLLECTION 
PROCEDURES AND ADOPTING PENALTY, INTEREST AND SCHEDULE 
OF ATTORNEY FEES TO BE ADDED TO THE AMOUNT COLLECTED 
AS PART OF DELINQUENT REAL ESTATE TAXES MUNICIPAL 
CLAIMS FOR DELINQUENT ACCOUNTS. 
 

 On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, BILL #10 WAS PASSED ON ITS LAST AND FINAL 
READING.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0. 

 
 
 

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 



RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the following individual has requested a handicapped parking zone: 
 

1. Eleanor Thomas, 1123 West 10th Street, Chester, PA  19013; and 
 

WHEREAS, after a thorough investigation by the Department of Public Works, it has been determined the 
aforementioned individual has met all of the required criteria and have a need for said handicapped parking zone. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the proper City officials to install a handicapped parking zone in the 1100 Block of West 
10th Street, in the City of Chester. 
 
 On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That in accordance with the recommendation of the Chester City Planning Commission dated October 11, 2024, it 
hereby denies the Preliminary/Final Minor Subdivision and Land Development Plan Application for the reverse subdivision and 
land development plan for the proposed Widener Flats 5-story, 35 unit apartment building at 921-933 East 21st Street, Chester, 
PA 19013, as shown on a plan set prepared by Aqua Economics Associates, Inc., located at 1391 Walton Road, Blue Bell, PA  
19422; dated June 27, 2024; based upon Non-Compliance with the City Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision and Land 
Development Ordinance, as per the City Planning review letter dated August 12, 2024; the Colliers Engineering & Design 
engineer review letter dated August 9, 2024; the City Fire Marshall memorandum dated August 20, 2024; and the Delaware 
County Planning Commission review letter dated September 20, 2024. 
 
 On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
 
REPORTS: 
 
 Councilwoman Gibson - Community and Economic Development Committee met on October 21, 2024, at 11am, in 
City Council Chambers to hear a presentation on the Consolidated Planning Process for the Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) and Home Funding for the City’s Five-year Consolidated Plan and a presentation on Affordable Housing 
Developments. 
 
 
PRESENTATION: 
 
 DAP (Domestic Abuse Project) and the City of Chester Police Department (Commissioner Gretsky) 

 The Month of October represents Domestic Violence Awareness Month (it’s Purple) 

 There is a Satellite Office on the 3rd Floor of the Police Station, 160 E. 7th  Street, Chester PA 
o Hours of Operation for Walk-Ins 

 M 8:30a-4p 
 Tu 8:30a-12p 
 W 12p-4p 

 Main Office address is 14 W. 2nd Street, Media PA 

 24/7 Hotline # 610-565-4590 or email address info@dapdc.org 
 
 
CITATION:  Recognition of Henry & Eula Davis (see attachment #1) 



  
   

 
Public Comment 

 
Margaret Brown says I asked about the caving of the streets taking place and I saw a Delcora truck out on the street where I 
complained about.  The three men in the truck, they did not get out.  I also complained about the dirt pile being put on the yard at 
291 & Ward Street.  I called Stormwater and got Mr. Strand himself.  He said he doesn’t have anything to do with the dirt being 
put there.  Who is going to take the responsibility for that dirt? 
 
Mayor Roots says we have a great community relations person that works for Delcora, Michelle Jackson.  If there’s any issues 
that you guys want to take up with Delcora that is community related she would be your point of contact.  We have to find out 
from the Property Owner who dropped off the dirt. 
 
Joni Asbury says (see attachment #2). 
 
Mayor Roots says we are studying this situation (Recovery Homes, Sober Living Homes, etc.).  (1) We will have a meeting with 
the Residents. (2) We will have a meeting with the Owners of these facilities and (3) We will meet with the Zoning/Planning 
Department to explain what the rules are. 
 
Vincent Byrd says I ride down 9th Street a lot and I look over at Chester High School and I see all these kids in Black on the 
corners like that.  I don’t understand how People let their kids or whoever is running it be in all black.  The Police are in all black.  
If something happens you don’t know what’s going on.  We don’t know who is who.  Can someone say something to the Parents 
that they’re kids can’t be roaming around like that?  People are scared.  Down at Memorial Park when I ride by I see these big 
trucks.  What they doing down there?  They building a pond or something?  How much money is being spent on that? 
 
Mayor Roots says regarding anything School related they have School Board/Receiver Meetings at the School District.  So you 
should get over there and do the same thing you did here today.  Memorial Park…a retention pond to control flooding in that 
area.  It’s a Stormwater Authority Project.  It’s a 10million dollar project. 
 
Carol White says I’m here for the celebration on Friday @ 1p for the Penn Landing.  Mayor and City Council are you’ll going to 
be there to celebrate that day because that is history? 
 
Councilman Green says I will be there. 
 
Joanne Hinterlong says (see attachment #3). 
 
Mayor Roots says that’s a perfect example of a preview of what we’re going to get when we do have that public meeting when 
Residents will come forward and tell you the pros and cons of these recovery houses/sober living facilities.  One of the things 
that I have learned while studying this is that their existence is allowed by powers over and above City Government. 
 
Earlene Prince says there are a lot of abandoned cars on my street and there is an abandoned trailer behind my neighbor’s 
homes.  They also built an illegal addition on the back of their house.  I’d like to know who I can talk to in person to get some 
resolution before I move. 
 
Mayor Roots says you can talk to the Commissioner about the abandoned vehicles.  We will take those addresses to our License 
& Inspections Department. 
 
Angie Johnson, Boys and Girls Club says (see attachment #4). 
 
Ed Nelson says 1116 Potter Street has been a thorn in my side and Chester’s for years.  I’ve been promised this property has 
been on the demo list for years.  It keeps being moved up.  I understand the process that it’s a money process.  It’s moving up.  
Now the Young Lady is trying to sell the property.  This is the 3rd time that this property is being sold.  I’ve stopped people from 
being raped, drug sales, etc. in this property.  I’m tired.  Somebody needs to take this house down. 
 
 



**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Kristin Motley, Bureau of Health says it’s National Lead Week (see attachment #5) 

 
 
 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 
 

 
Councilwoman Gibson says (see attachments #6 and #7). 
 
Councilman Green says thank you to the Boys and Girls Club for coming out to raise awareness about drugs and abuse and 
Red Ribbon Week.  We can’t talk about or try to raise awareness about drugs and alcohol abuse then discriminate against them 
when they try to get help.  Thank you to Mr. John and his team. 
 
Mayor Roots says the Delaware County Election Bureau is here to help with election related questions in the lobby.  GET OUT 
AND VOTE! 
 
Councilman Davis says there will be a Budget and Committee Meeting next Monday, October 28, at 11am. 
 
 
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:19am. 
  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
OCTOBER 23, 2024     Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


