COUNCIL CHAMBERS
OCTOBER 9, 2024

MEETING OF THE
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 7:04pm with Mayor Roots
presiding. A prayer was said by Bishop Febus AM Hunter, of the Greater Faithful Zion Baptist Church in Chester PA,
Chester Chaplain; and DelCo Sheriff’s Office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. The roll was called and the following were
present:

Tameka Gibson
Fred Green
Portia West

Shy’'Quan Davis

Mayor Stefan Roots

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (September 25,
2024) were approved. The following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.

OLD/NEW BUSINESS:

Councilman Davis says I'd like to give a shout out to our very own Chester Clippers for winning at Homecoming last weekend.
It was joyous seeing everyone out there having a great time!

Councilwoman West says I'd like to acknowledge the family of Dr. Patricia Lewis-West. They have our deepest condolences.
I'm asking that we keep her family in prayer.

Mayor Roots says during Homecoming we had a special guest, Mayor Brandon Scott of Baltimore.

Councilman Green acknowledges former Mayor Barbara Bohanan-Shepard.

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Ordinances.

BILL NO.9
ORD. 8, 2024

AN ORDINANCE
LAST AND FINAL READING

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING 901.13 ENTITLED “BACKFILLING

AND REPAVING” OF ARTICLE 901 ENTITLED “EXCAVATIONS”

OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, 1978,
AS SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED BY ADDING NEW SUBSECTION
(c) TO 901.13 TO INCLUDE CIRCUMSTANCES FOR BASE REPAIR,



SURFACE MILLING AND OVERLAY AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES
OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT THEREWITH.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, BILL #9 WAS PASSED ON ITS LAST AND FINAL
READING. The following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

BILL NO. 10
ORD. __, 2024

AN ORDINANCE
FIRST READING

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY,
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, APPROVING COLLECTION
PROCEDURES AND ADOPTING PENALTY, INTEREST AND SCHEDULE
OF ATTORNEY FEES TO BE ADDED TO THE AMOUNT COLLECTED
AS PART OF DELINQUENT REAL ESTATE TAXES MUNICIPAL

CLAIMS FOR DELINQUENT ACCOUNTS

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, BILL #10 WAS PASSED ON ITS FIRST READING. The
following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions.
RESOLUTION
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby reappoint Susan J. Dennis, as a member of the Chester City Planning Commission, term to expire
December 31, 2028.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby ratify the approval of an Independent Contractor Agreement between the City of Chester and
Nicole Wagman, for professional services related to community and economic development, to commence on October 1, 2024

and shall continue until March 31, 2025.

FURTHER, that it does hereby authorize the proper City official to execute the agreement for and on behalf of the City
of Chester.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

PRESENTATIONS
Councilman Green - (see Attachment #1)

David Schwartz, City Engineer — EPA Community Change Grant Application Update (see attachment #2)



Elizabeth Dejesus, University of Pennsylvania and Ms. Rosetta Carter for Breast Cancer Awareness — We have
a focus group creating a weight loss intervention to reduce the risk of Breast Cancer. There will be a Breast Cancer Awareness
Luncheon on October 16, 2024 from 11a-2p at the Keystone First Wellness Center.

James Allen, Director of Elections says POLLING PLACES CHANGES (1) Ward 1, Precinct 2 and Ward 1, Precinct
8, has been changed from Parkside Fire to Stetser. (2) Ward 2, Precinct 4 and Ward 5, Precinct 2 has been changed from

Gilbert's Ballroom to Guy C. Long, 700 E. 9t Street. Poll Worker Hotline number is 484-460-3750 for anyone interested in
working the polls.

Mayor Roots says (see attachment #3)

Public Comment

Joanne Hinterlong says (see attachment #3). We are holding a meeting on October 17 at Friends Meeting House, 520 E. 24t
Street at 7p.m. We would like for all to come out and hear what we have to deal with and we would like for you to help us out.

Mayor Roots says have you invited DEP.

Ms. Hinterlong says we can.

Mayor Roots says you should. How do you know your breathing Mercury?

Ms. Hinterlong says because mercury is in the air every time he burns.

Hodges Cobb, Sr. says the mercury is in the people’s teeth that they are processing and that's where it's coming from. | have
the reports from DEP. In some of the reports that DEP stated it came out that there are traces of Mercury. Does Chester have a
Policy and Procedure that follows DEP or we just go along with what DEP say? It is unlawful of the distance that it has been

placed.

Alicia Downer says | have issues with the trees in back of my house. They are dangerous and tall. One has already fell and
destroyed my car and hit my house. | hope you all will consider to remove the trees behind 6 W. 17t Street.

Joni Asbury says there are eight rehab centers surrounding my house. They are not zoned for that. It's becoming a
distraction. | know it's being worked on. My neighbors and | are uncomfortable. | hope we can come to a resolution soon.

Mayor Roots says Ms. Pinder, Zoning and | have been talking about this regularly. I'm looking forward to having public hearings
were we will hear from Neighbors like yourself first and then we will hear from these Operators next and then we will hear from
our Zoning, Planning and L & | Departments thirdly. Then we will all get together in front of the Committee and adjust
Ordinances as need be.

Karla Beaver says | asked about the lighting on Butler Street and nothing happened. The tree is still blocking the one light that
we have on our block. The light at Hughes and Butler doesn’t work at all and | feel as though we need another light on our block.
| also asked about the sign for people about their dogs pooping so you'll can start fining them. We need cameras in that area.
Bishop Febus Hunter, Sheriff Office, Delaware County says (see attachment #5).

Mayor Roots says (see attachment #6)

Reverend Thaddeus Kirkland says | believe that now we are in bankruptcy. | wanted to share with you some of these

consultant fees and contractor fees signed off by the Receiver...Fox Chase — Audit Matter $1,341,256.00. Mr. Shevosky, |
thought was a partner with the Receiver. But here it says he has a Consulting Firm and in his consulting firm, he has received



$1,104,000.00 and he is supposed to be economic development (inaudible) and I'm trying to figure out what he has done thus
far. For PFM Group their contract with the Receiver is $1,913,705.00. We're in Bankruptcy. Mr. Kapoor, who | thought was the
Chief of Staff for the Receiver, however he receives $913,720.00 but he also receives on top of that another $385,000.00.
Finally, there is a legal matter Jonh P. McLaughlin, receiving an extension of $600,000.00 but they extended even more to
$1,704,500.00. I'm a little confused because we're in receivership...we're in bankruptcy and these are consultant fees and this is
money that could be going to the Residents.

William Brown says these contractors working in the City...who in charge on the City Council over them people out there in the
streets. Down by my house they digging up that park and the mice running around everywhere. Who dumping all that trash
down in the alley by 3rd & Wilson? How many men do you have working on the truck to pick up the trash? Are you'll going to put
some of these kids to work?

Margaret Brown says thank you Mr. Mayor for keeping 2" & Ward Street, from the 291 back to the tracks cleaned off. Even
though the City is coming out and cleaning it on a Friday, by Monday morning it is dumped...the trash all over again. At the 200
Block of Ward Street especially 215 and 217 have sink holes in the street and 218 and 220 have sinkholes in the sidewalk. We
had them fixed but is this something that the City needs to come out and inspect and see what's really going on under that
sidewalk? Ward Street and 291 in the 400 Block where the Stormwater had dug out the dirt, half of the dirt is still there. Who is
responsible to remove that dirt? The 2500 Block of 2nd & Mill Street...the 2514 Owner bought that lot. The tree he dug the roots
up on he did not cut the tree down and now the tree is leaning over onto a property in the 200 block of Wilson Street and his
whole back fence is knocked down and it's beginning to fall into the alley. Who puts the price on how much you can make to
get the Grant money?

Councilman Davis says the Grantor will set the guidelines.
Councilwoman West says ask Stormwater about the dirt.
Mayor Roots says we will be out there.

Andrew Hayman, Director of Public Works says is you see someone dumping please get a photo, a video, a license plate
number or any other descriptive information. My email address is ahayman@chestercity.com and you can send it to me.

Commissioner Gretsky says you can also reach out to the Police.

Amin Abdul Salim says we must know that God says new day, heart, mind and world. People of Faith (inaudible). We need to
be Blessed. We have to hold on to the mercy of our Lord. Pharoah was a misleader. He did not know (inaudible). He had a
great base (inaudible). We're going with the sure thing Abraham. (Inaudible). Black Child.

**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS

Councilman Davis says Reverend Kirkland...the City of Chester doesn’t pay any of those Contracts out of our own pockets.
They are completely funded by the State. Our Public Works Department are doing an amazing job on clean-ups and on the
illegal dumping.

Councilwoman West says | have a concern still with the entity on Jeffrey Street...cars (inaudible) are being repaired are still
lined up on the street. | know that your Officers were there Commissioner and spoke to the Owner of the Garage, but the cars
are still being parked on the street. Those persons that own and operate garages and used car lots you can't sale cars from the
City Streets it's the City’s Right Of Way and any vehicle that is in need of repair can’t be stored on the streets. Some of them are
blocking sidewalks (9t Street). Can we not provide a telephone number and the name of the Officer for who is responsible for
removing these abandoned cars?


mailto:ahayman@chestercity.com

Commissioner Gretsky says the Officer is Demoss Jones. We utilize the email because | have two civilian staff instead of one
Officer because he is on the streets a lot. The email address is abndmv@chesterpolice.org.

Councilwoman West says find out before November 5 where your polling place is. It's important that we all come out to VOTE!
Councilman Green says thank you to all the Community Members and Residents that come out to every Council Meeting. It's
usually the same Community Members that come with the same issues week after week. What | would like to see from this
Administration/Team is that my hope is to have an answer by the following Council Meeting. We have to be more responsive in
our answers.

Councilman Davis says soon, myself and Mr. Troutman and all the past members of the ARPA Committee will be gathering
again so that we can restart that and you all will know what's going on with ARPA as far as Budget.

Councilwoman West says (see attachment #7).

Mayor Roots says Dr. Kristin Motley is handling all the DEP stuff. Bankruptcy is very expensive. We couldn’t afford to put us
through bankruptcy. We thank the State for coming in and doing what they are doing to get us through this process. Once we
get through this process you are going to see a different Chester.

Proclamation for Children’s Environmental Health Day (see attachment #8).

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 9:19pm.

Respectfully submitted,

OCTOBER 9, 2024 Candice Newsome, City Clerk



