
 
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         SEPTEMBER 11, 2024                        
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:26am with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by First Lady Tara Thomas, Christian Church of Chester followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Mayor Roots speaks on the Remembrance of 9/11.  There was a ceremony at the Fire House this morning.  Fire 
Commissioner Shirley gives a brief synopsis of the ceremony followed by a Moment of Silence. 

 
The roll was called and the following were present: 

 
Tameka Gibson  

Fred Green 
Portia West  

Shy’Quan Davis 
Mayor Stefan Roots  

 
On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (August 28, 2024) 

were approved.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 
 

Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 
 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
 Mayor Roots says Justin and I went to visit the Clean Energy Center in Harrisburg. 
 
  
 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Ordinances.  

 
 

BILL NO. 6 
ORD. 5, 2024 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
     LAST AND FINAL READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, 
PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING SECTION 507.06 ENTITLED “ONE-WAY 
STREETS” OF ARTICLE 507 ENTITLED “VEHICLE OPERATION” OF 
THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, 1978,  
AS SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED, BY ADDING NEW SUBSECTION 

    (BB) TO ADOPT A NEW TRAFFIC CIRCULATION PLAN TO BE  
IMPLEMENTED ON WEST UNION STREET BETWEEN JEFFREY TO  
YARNALL STREETS WHICH SHALL BE ONE-WAY NORTHEAST  
AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES 
INCONSISTENT THEREWITH. 
 



 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, BILL #6 WAS PASSED ON ITS LAST AND FINAL 
READING.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0. 
 
BILL NO. 7 
ORD. ___, 2024 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
                FIRST READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, 
PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING ORDINANCE NUMBER 16 OF 2023, 
ENTITLED “2024 BUDGET” PROVIDING FOR COMPENSATION 
ADJUSTMENTS, CORRECTIONS, MODIFICATIONS AND CHANGES 
IN ORGANIZATIONAL ALIGNMENTS FOR USE DURING THE 2024 
CALENDAR YEAR AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS 
OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT THEREWITH. 
 

 On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor West, BILL #7 WAS PASSED ON ITS FIRST READING.  The 
following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: Green. 

 
BILL NO. 8 
ORD. ___, 2024 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
                FIRST READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, 
PENNSYLVANIA, REPEALING ARTICLE 133, ENTITLED “CIVIL SERVICE”, 
IN ITS ENTIRETY, AND ENACTING NEW ARTICLE 133 ENTITLED “POLICE 
& FIRE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION” OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES 
OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA, 1978, AS SUPPLEMENTED 
AND AMENDED, TO PROVIDE FOR AND OVERSEE THE EXAMINATION OF 
APPLICANTS FOR AN APPOINTMENT TO ANY POSITION THAT REQUIRES 
TESTING, IN THE POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS; AND REPEALING 
ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT 
THEREWEITH. 
 

 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, BILL #8 WAS PASSED ON ITS FIRST READING.  The 
following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0. 

 
 

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the following individuals have requested a handicapped parking zone: 
 

1. Janet Hill, 14 East 22nd Street, Chester, PA  19013; and 
2. Nala Edmonds, 1038 McDowell Avenue, Chester, PA  19013 

 
 WHEREAS, after a thorough investigation by the Department of Public Works, it has been determined the 
aforementioned individuals have met all of the required criteria and have a need for said handicapped parking zone. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 



 That it does hereby authorize the proper City officials to install a handicapped parking zone in the Unit Block of East 
22nd Street, and in the 1000 Block of McDowell Avenue, in the City of Chester. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby approve the Local Operating Procedures Agreement between the City of Chester Police 
Department and the Pennsylvania State Police, in order to provide coordinated and efficient police services to Harrah’s 
Philadelphia Casino and Racetrack, located at 777 Harrah’s Boulevard, within the City of Chester, by outlining a mutually 
beneficial arrangement that enables both parties to efficiently and cooperatively provide services within the areas of the casino. 
 
 FURTHER, it does authorize the proper City official to execute said Agreement for and on behalf of the City of Chester 
Police Department. 
 
 EVEN FURTHER, said Agreement is contingent upon final approval of the City Solicitor.  
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby grant permission and authorize the issuance of a road opening permit to DELCORA, in accordance 
with the documents on file in the City Engineer’s Office, at the location listed below: 
 

1. Townsend Street from the North End near Amtrak to a point approximately 100 feet North of Seaport Drive. 
 
 FURTHER, said permit is contingent upon all work being performed in a manner that is satisfactory to City Council and 
DELCORA’s compliance with all of the following conditions as outlined by the City Engineer: 
 

1. DELCORA performs a full width mill and overlay of Townsend Street within City R.O.W.’s for the full length of the 
proposed stormwater management piping. 

 
2. DELCORA provides appropriate traffic control measures subject to approval by the Fire Commissioner and City 

Engineer. 
 

3. DELCORA obtains all required Road Opening Permits from the City as well as a Highway Occupancy permit from 
PENNDOT. 

 

4. DELCORA obtains any and all required permits for this project, including sidewalk and curb permit. 
 

5. DELCORA obtains any required easements for the construction of the new stormwater management pipe. 
 

6. Reconstruction of ADA Compliant Curb Ramps at the following Intersections: 
a. W. 4th Street and Townsend Street 
b. W. 3rd Street and Townsend Street 

 



 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That in accordance with recommendations of the Chester City Planning Commission, dated August 14, 2024, and 
reviewed by the Delaware County Planning Commission on October 11, 2023, it does hereby grant Final Land Development 
approval to the Plan for Jack Surgent to construct a 7,750 sq. ft., gymnasium addition to the existing Community Center located 
at 701 Booth Street, Chester, PA  19013, as shown on a plan prepared by Pennoni Associates, Inc., 1501 Main Street, Suite 
220, Warrington, PA  18976, dated September 28, 2023, last revised November 17, 2023. 
 
 FURTHER, said approval is conditioned upon addressing the remaining comments of the Colliers Engineering & 
Design review letter dated August 9, 2024. 
 
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That in accordance with recommendations of the Chester City Planning Commission, dated August 14, 2024, and 
reviewed by the Delaware County Planning Commission on October 19, 2023, it does hereby grant Final Land Development 
approval for Gallo Brothers Development, LLC to construct a 32,100 sq. ft., 6-story self-storage facility, together with associated 
parking and landscaping, located at 1020 Morton Avenue, Chester, PA  19013, as shown on a plan prepared by Dynamic 
Engineering Consultants, PC, 1515 Market Street, Philadelphia, PA  19102, dated September 24, 2023. 
  
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was TABLED.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, in December 2022, the City of Chester was awarded Delco Greenways Round 3 Connect (Trail) Projects 
in the amount of $500,000 for improvements related to the Chester Creek Trail – Parker Manor Connector project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, as a stipulation of the award the City agreed to transfer the grant management responsibilities to the 
Chester Economic Development Authority (“CEDA”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the project consists of plans to construct a Multi-Use Recreational Trail as part of the Regional Circuit Trail 
Network; which includes both on-road and off-road sections of trail.  The on-road section of trail will include the crossing at Kerlin 
Street and extending sidewalk and bike lanes to Chester Creek.  The off-road section will include regrading of an existing flood 
berm, construction of an asphalt trail on top the berm, stabilizing the streambank, providing sitting and viewing areas along the 
creek, and enhancing the stormwater infrastructure including the construction of two (2) large bio-retention basins that will treat 
and convey stormwater into newly constructed stormwater outfalls.  Improvements will include the installation of concrete curb, 
sidewalk, Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFB’s) at Kerlin Street for pedestrian safety, ADA Curb Ramps, and other park 
amenities. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize entering into the Delaware County Green Ways Municipal Grant Program Agreement, 
between the City of Chester, the County of Delaware, the Redevelopment Authority of the City of Chester and the Chester 
Economic Development Authority for the Chester Creek Trail – Parker Manor Connector project for the purpose of the following: 
 

1. CEDA shall be responsible for all grant management responsibilities of the City which shall include: 



a. Applying for disbursements of Grants funds hereunder 
b. Receiving, holding and applying Grant funds in accordance with this Agreement 
c. Contracting for and constructing the Project as described herein; and 
d. Keeping all records required hereby 

 
2. This transfer shall not relieve the City of its obligations hereunder to indemnify the County, to record the 

Declaration of Public Trust, Covenants, Conditions and Restriction to restrict the use of the Project as set forth 
herein, to construct and maintain the project, to fund costs of the Project which exceed the Grant, to properly 
apply the Grant funds and to reimburse County for overpayments. 

  
 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 

 
 

REPORTS: 
 
Budget and Finance Committee:  
Chair Davis, Roots, West  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time. 
 
Community and Economic Development Committee:  
Chair Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Human Resources, Administration, and Appointments Committee:  
Chair Roots, Davis, Gibson-Williams  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Parks and Recreation Committee:  
Chair Green, West, Davis  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Public Safety Committee:  
Chair Roots, Gibson-Williams, Green  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Public Works Committee: 
Chair West, Green, Gibson-Williams 
The Committee met on September 9, 2024 to discuss Ordinances pertaining to the Public Works Department and proposed 
staffing adjustments; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Rules, Chambers, Intergovernmental Relations, and Strategy Committee: 
Chair Roots, West, Green  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
 
CONTROLLER’S REPORT: NONE 
 
CHIEF OF STAFF REPORT:  NONE 
 
 

Public Comment 
 
Adrienne Friend says I live on Taylor Terrace and upon my review of the Ordinances on the City of Chester’s website as it 
pertains to Ordinances in the City of Chester all the actions seems to begin with (inaudible) and what I have found is that even 



with the  complaints that have been filed by myself they haven’t been enforced.  They do impact my life directly and my property 
directly.  Properties are being used in ways they are not supposed to be according to the Ordinance (ex. Three boats parked on 
a lot). 
 
Joni Asbury says I have five recovery and rehabilitation centers in back of my property.  Kim Garner has been working on how 
they came about.  Five years ago I was told that they are not.  My property value has gone down.  Who is living in these 
facilities?  I was told sex-offenders are living there.  Who do I talk to about this?   What can I do?  What can the City do to help? 
   
Mayor Roots says you’re doing the right thing.  You sent it to Kim Pinder.  It starts with Zoning.  You have done everything right. 
 
Cordie Bolden says I live across the street from Jake’s Tree Service.  (Inaudible) we have a lot of debris coming from Jake’s 
Tree.  I’ve even called and asked them to stop.  You are using a chipper from 6a-6a the next morning.  We can’t sleep with all 
that noise.  The debris and everything that comes out is all over the porch every day.  We’re breathing that in.  We have to clean 
them every day.  I did call the Environmental Protection Agency.  I’m waiting for the Agent to come out.  It’s really bad.  I don’t 
know what the City can do about it. 
 
Mayor Roots says what you’re explaining we already know.  Once the City approves operations like that to operate it’s hard to 
pull that back.  The only thing we can do know is try to adjust how they are operating their business. 
 
S.J. Dennis says somebody is dumping at 15th & Esrey between the Blind Center and Nazz’s.  Deshong has trees growing out 
of the roof of the building.   I would love for somebody to have someone come in and take over to restore and renovate it to the 
way that it was because it is an eye sore when you come into the City.  The weigh station…when are we going to get it up and 
running.  That would bring us in sooo much money. 
 
Mayor Roots says we will check out that dumping on 15th Street.  Deshong is not our property but the County is the custodian.  
There is going to be a Request For Proposal (RFP) for improvements on that property.  The weigh station has been repaired.   
 
Police Commissioner Gretsky says weigh station…2019 was the last usage of it and a lot of this is because of man power.  
When you write a Citation…you have to go in front of a Judge…and what part of that fund goes to the State and what part goes 
to the City. 
 
Kathryn S. Flagg-Justice says the court reported Receiver…because this is a Government, By The People For The People Of 
The People, I’m wondering why the People are not given an opportunity to express their concern before the Receiver petitions 
the Courts.  We need to know before he petitions the Courts what is going to be (inaudible) and if he petitions the Court do we as 
the People have an opportunity to petition the Court in reference to something that we agree or disagree.  Also, can we have an 
opportunity to have meetings with the developers before they come into your town for them to tell us what they want to do 
(inaudible) that is going to benefit the community? 
 
Mayor Roots says the Receiver has a bi-weekly meeting (MFRAC).  They are recorded and are on the website.  On the 
Receiver’s website is every document that has ever been produced since they’ve been here.  Yes they can petition the Court 
(Residents). 
 
Receiver Michael Doweary says I really don’t have anything to add.  Yes, every Resident/Party here has standing and has the 
ability to challenge or to take action. 
 
Mayor Roots says Mayor and Council are kind of left in the dark sometimes too. 
 
Councilman Davis says we (Mayor, Council and the Receiver) met and talked about communication.  We will have weekly 
meetings at 3p. 
 
Councilwoman West says we all have committed to meet for our 3 o’clock meetings on Wednesday’s.  Council was stripped of all 
administrative duties.  We have Directors.  The only thing that I would like to see is that we have more participation in terms of 
hiring/who is here and also the contracts that we are looking at that come from the RFP’s. 
 
Councilwoman Gibson says inclusion is everything. 
 



Mayor Roots says the decisions made by him (Receiver) are for this Community. 
 
Reverend Thaddeus Kirkland says two months ago I put in a request and I haven’t gotten anything. 
 
Mayor Roots gives him a paper(s). 
 
Reverend Kirkland says it was an article in the Daily Times, a couple months ago, spoke of possible another ghost employee and 
everything just kind of disappeared.  Has that been satisfied/worked out?   
 
Mayor Roots says we’re waiting on the Attorney General to rule. 
 
Reverend Kirkland says does the members of Council know how much ARPA money is currently in the bank. 
 
Mayor Roots says we can get the latest report. 
 
Councilman Davis says I’ve been trying to keep better track of ARPA money with the meeting that I have with the Receiver.  I 
requested a print out of ARPA money (the breakdown of it and explanation). 
 
Reverend Kirkland says if the ARPA money is not spent do we have to send that money back. 
 
Mayor Roots says I don’t know. 
 
Rich Troutman, Chief Financial Officer says (inaudible) bank there is $13,700,000.00.  If it is not spent it would have to go back. 
 

Councilwoman Gibson left at 11:38a.m. 
 
Brown Williams says all this trash in the City on the sidewalk.  Something needs to be done with Chester.  Do something with 
291 it look like a (inaudible).  Anybody think about fixing the Lloyd Street Bridge?   
 
Councilwoman West says we are meeting on a monthly basis (for the Bridge). 
 
Mr. Brown says cars are being towed every night and you have to pay $800 to get it from Iacona.  It doesn’t make any sense for 
Iacona charge that kind of money.  You’ll have to do something about that. 
 
Mayor Roots says it’s how we put the trash out and how it’s thrown into the truck (litter in the streets).  Route 291…Study being 
done. The traffic light on Jeffrey Street has been installed.  PennDot put (cones) on the corners.   Cars being towed…it they are 
sitting on streets and don’t have inspection stickers or not have valid license plates and the neighbor complains that the car has 
been sitting there for a while we are going to grab it and if somebody has to pay whatever they have to pay at the tow company 
to pick it up that’s no…you’re car has to be proper. 
 
Police Commissioner Gretsky says information is being sent to our Abandoned Vehicles (he explains the process).   
 
Councilwoman West says what about the cars that are on the streets with price tags on them and being sold (inaudible) City 
Streets because I do believe we have an Ordinance or something that says that we can’t do car sales from our City Street.  I’ve 
been complaining about 9th & Engle for over 10 years and that hasn’t been straightened out yet. 
 
Police Commissioner Gretsky says with certain protocol there’s a thing called a dealer tag.  So if it’s a dealer tag labeled on the 
vehicle it’s kind of like a thin line.  With no tag on it and they’re on the street it can be addressed. 
 
Rosetta Carter, City of Chester Health Department says COVID is still around.  There is a Pharmacist here today, in the 
Resource Room, from 11a-2p to give COVID-19/shingles/flu/RSV shots.  Please come down with your Insurance Card. 
 
 

**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office 
 

 



 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 

 
 
Mayor Roots says Ethel Water Park…the fountain will be working again after 15 years (see attachment #1).  The rain date 
will be the following day. 
 
Councilwoman West says 9/16 & 9/17 PennDot (see attachment #2 (pg.4 of 4)).  I noticed today on my street which is W. 
Elkington that one side (the south side of Edgemont) is Avenue and across the street (on the other side where Chester Park is) 
it’s Boulevard.  I’m saying that because if you have a new sign that has been erected and if it’s not correct please call (Public 
Works) 610-447-7700 and follow the prompts. 
 
Councilman Davis says the Budget…some individuals in City Hall have gotten promotions and have been doing the job for 
months in advance and were not receiving any  compensation for it.  So instead of paying them on a set date they will get their 
back pay according to their start date of doing the job. 
 
Mayor Roots says on Sunday, there will be a street sign dedication to Bishop Samuel Ellis at the First Pentecostal Church at 
11:30a. 
 
Police Commissioner Gretsky says there is a thing called the Meaghan’s Law List that the State Police handles.  In the State 
of Pennsylvania and the last time I checked my numbers, it was over 7,000 people on that list.  September is National Prevention 
Month for Suicide.  I’d like to give props to Chester High School (the Football Team).  Coach Shaw keep teaching those kids and 
doing you. 
 
Mayor Roots says Homecoming is Saturday, October 5th. 
 
Councilwoman West says I would like to encourage our Community to remember those in need.  Stop, talk, share, listen, pray 
and fellowship with them. 
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 12:06pm. 
  
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2024      Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


