COUNCIL CHAMBERS
AUGUST 28, 2024

MEETING OF THE
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:04am with Mayor Roots
presiding. A prayer was said by Chaplain Hayward Hamilton followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. The roll was called and the
following were present:

Tameka Gibson
Fred Green
Shy’Quan Davis
Mayor Stefan Roots
Portia West (Absent)

On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the minutes of the previous meeting (August 14, 2024)
were approved. The following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.

Livia Smith says Bill #7/Ordinance #16...have all of City Council Persons had an opportunity to look at that to see if that is
something as (inaudible).

Councilman Green says no.
John Shelton says Bill #6 what is it for.

Mayor Roots says there is a City Street the Residents wanted it to be a one-way street. It's just one block.

OLD BUSINESS:

Councilman Green says | just want to thank all the Organizations throughout the City of Chester that have given to all
of the Book Bag Drives.

Councilman Davis says with the Book Bag Drives the Community really comes together for our children.
Councilwoman Gibson says | had a chance to go out to the Book Bag Drives and everything was done in decency

and in order. Thank you to the Organizations and the Parents that accompanied their Children to make sure everything ran
smoothly.

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Ordinances.
BILL NO. 4
ORD. 3, 2024

AN ORDINANCE
LAST AND FINAL READING

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY,



PENNSYLVANIA, REPEALING ARTICLE 1545, ENTITLED “FIRE
CONTROL MEASURES”, IN ITS ENTIRETY, AND ENACTING NEW
ARTICLE 1545 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF
CHESTER PENNSYLVANIA, 1978, AS SUPPLEMENTED AND
AMENDED, ENTITLED “SALE OF DEFECTIVE FIRE EXTINGUISHERS
PROHIBITED” TO ENSURE THAT ANY FIRE EXTINGUISHER SOLD,
TRADED, LOANED OR GIVEN AWAY IS IN PROPER WORKING ORDER;
AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES
INCONSISTENT THEREWITH.

On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, BILL #4 WAS PASED ON ITS LAST AND FINAL
READING. The following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

BILL NO. 5
ORD. 4, 2024

AN ORDINANCE
LAST AND FINAL READING

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA, REPEALING ARTICLE 1551, ENTITLED “LICENSING
FIRE PROTECTION EQUIPMENT INSTALLERS AND CONTRACTORS”,
INITS ENTIRETY, AND ENACTING NEW ARTICLE 1551 OF THE
CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER PENNSYLVANIA,
1978, AS SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED, ENTITLED “FIRE
PROTECTION EQUIPMENT CONTRACTOR LICENSING REQUIREMENT”
TO ENSURE ANY CONTRACTOR THAT DESIGNS, INSTALLS, MODIFIES,
PERFORMS MAINTENANCE ON, INSPECTS, TEST, OR IN ANY OTHER
WAY SERVICES FIRE PROTECTION EQUIPMENT WITHIN CITY LIMITS
MEETS A MINIMUM CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENT FOR LICENSING;
AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES
INCONSISTENT THEREWITH.

On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, BILL #5 WAS PASSED ON ITS LAST AND FINAL
READING. The following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

BILL NO. 6
ORD. __, 2024

AN ORDINANCE
FIRST READING

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING SECTION 507.06 ENTITLED “ONE-WAY
STREETS” OF ARTICLE 507 ENTITLED “VEHICLE OPERATION” OF
THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, 1978,

AS SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED, BY ADDING NEW SUBSECTION
(BB) TO ADOPT A NEW TRAFFIC CIRCULATION PLAN TO BE
IMPLEMENTED ON WEST UNION STREET BETWEEN JEFFREY TO
YARNALL STREETS WHICH SHALL BE ONE-WAY NORTHEAST

AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES
INCONSISTENT THEREWITH.

On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, BILL #6 WAS PASSED ON ITS FIRST READING.
The following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.



BILL NO. 7
ORD. __, 2024

AN ORDINANCE
FIRST READING

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING ORDINANCE NUMBER 16 OF 2023,
ENTITLED “2024 BUDGET” PROVIDING FOR COMPENSATION
ADJUSTMENTS, CORRECTIONS, MODIFICATIONS AND CHANGES
IN ORGANIZATIONAL ALIGNMENTS FOR USE DURING THE 2024
CALENDAR YEAR AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS
OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT THEREWITH.

On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, BILL #7 WAS TABLED. The following vote was taken:
Yeas: Gibson, Green, Davis. Nays: Mayor Roots.

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions.

RESOLUTION

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby ratify the approval to accept the award of the FEMA Assistance to Firefighter's Grant (AFG) EMW-
2023-FG-05826, in an amount of $73,636.36 with a $7,363.64 City match, for a total amount of $81,000.00, for the installation of
fire sprinklers at Station 81 with the period of performance beginning July 15, 2024 and ending July 14, 2026.

FURTHER, it does hereby authorize the proper City official to execute all necessary documents on behalf of the City of
Chester, for said grant.

On motion of Councilor Green, seconded by Councilor Gibson, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Gibson, Green, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0.

REPORTS:

Budget and Finance Committee:
Chair Davis, Roots, West
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.

Community and Economic Development Committee:
Chair Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.

Human Resources, Administration, and Appointments Committee:
Chair Roots, Davis, Gibson-Williams
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.

Parks and Recreation Committee:
Chair Green, West, Davis
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.

Public Safety Committee:




Chair Roots, Gibson-Williams, Green
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.

Public Works Committee:
Chair West, Green, Gibson-Williams
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.

Rules, Chambers, Intergovernmental Relations, and Strateqgy Committee:

Chair Roots, West, Green

The Committee met on August 19, 2024 for a presentation from Fire Commissioner J.P. Shirley and Police Commissioner
Gretsky to discuss proposed changes to the Civil Service Commission process; there are no future meetings scheduled at this
time.

CONTROLLER’S REPORT: (ATTACHMENT #1)

CHIEF OF STAFF REPORT: NONE

Public Comment

Reverend C. Rose/Gail Bowie says we're asking about the parking at St. John’s Church, 711 Avenue of the States. We do
events/funerals on Saturdays. There are three Churches in that Facility. The parking that is coming back to life we don’t know
how much itis. We are willing to pay but not every car pay for four or five hours especially not for a funeral and weddings. Is
there any way that when we have these events that we can get a discount? Also, there is parking to close to the corner of 31 &
4 of Palmer and 34 & Townsend. It's dangerous. You can’t see and they double park.

Earl B. Williams says (see attachment #2).
Mayor Roots says have you submitted that to the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection.
Mr. Williams says yes.

Mayor Roots says | would encourage you as you continue to see black smoke or experience odors...| think everybody in that
neighborhood has that phone number and email address.

Mr. Williams says is there anything that the City can do.

Mayor Roots says we permitted that Operation to exist and the DEP (Department of Environmental Protection) did as well. It
appears to be some operational issues that the Crematory isn’t performing in a way that it should. So continue to report to the
DEP. On behalf of the City, we will support your advocacy to the DEP.

Sharette Golson says | appreciate all the love, support and outreach that he (Nasir Leach) has done for the City of Chester.
This is a big loss because he has touched so many people lives, not only the Youth but Adults. | just want to say to Mr. Nasir
Leach...Job Well Done! | want to know why Nasir?

Harry Crawford says I'm here on updates on Roads. What does the highway department do if they don’t repair roads (ex. hole
on Patterson Street and Barclay Street)? | called here and was told it would be taken care of. Also, I've talked about the holes
on Carter Lane. | keep getting that the roads are under evaluation to repair them. When are they going to get started?

Nashid Sudan, Sudan Inc. says I'm having a problem getting information on land. | need information on Zoning. How are
you'll monitoring these projects in this City? Who's helping to produce jobs for Chester but doing all this work here? Who's
handling this inspection (my sister was allowed to move in her house with the windows out because her inspection allowed her to
move in)? | want to know what's going on with Chester.

Haynes Cromartie says thank you Mayor and Major Blackwell for the parking situation.



Alethea Davis-Moses says on 8/7 | filed a complaint for poison ivy that's growing on to my property from the house next door.
On 8/23 an Inspector said there is no poison ivy on the neighbors’ side. I'd like to know what Inspector came out and said there
is no poison ivy. | need this poison ivy removed from my house and if possible it needs to be off the other person’s house.

Livia Smith says on the website it has two positions available...the Chief of Staff and Accountant. | know currently you have a
Temporary Chief of Staff who is also the Fire Commissioner. Hopefully you have an ongoing search to fulfill that job. I'm hoping
that in the future that any questions that Constituents ask that we can get an answer to the question(s). In the 2024 Proposed
Budget is says that the Finance Department prepares monthly reports for the Chief of Staff, City Council, Department Heads and
State Receiver. But today I'm hearing no one is getting anything.

Elizabeth Williams says | would like to know if | can get a report from the Receiver of what he has done for the three years that
he’s been here in the City. Taxation without Representation...that's what we're dealing with right now. Itis a law that you can
look into. You're going to raise Peoples taxes but yet they don’t have the same right because you took their voting rights away.

Reverend Kirkland on behalf of Community Baptist Church says | asked a series of questions about a month ago when |
was here and | would like to know if that information is available.

Mayor Roots says when we spoke a couple days ago...got your email address. | will be replying.

Reverend Kirkland says thank you so very much. One of those things that was talked about...Dwight Capital. They can help us
with our economic development. | have some information that I'd like to share with Mayor and Council (see attachment #3)
which possibly could be the hold up. We have an Economic Development person that | think works with the Receiver, Mr.
Shilvosky Buffaloe. Mr. Buffaloe also works with another group out of Philadelphia. I'm not sure if you guys new that. Heis a
competitor of Dwight Capital. He is supposed to be helping us. | have here an Open Records Request (see attachment #4)
that | have filed to find out various information. (Reverend Kirkland points at Nasir Leach) and says that’s a good young man.
That young man is a role model in this City!

Linn Johnson says (attachment #5)

Brown Williams says nobody talked about the shooting by City Grille. Nobody talked about the shooting down the Park by me.
When you come down 31 Street...it looks like a dump. | don’t know why you can’t get the kids when they get out of school to go
and clean up the trash. Just like we pay that sewage thing, | checked all around and other places don’t pay a dime. Why the
Black neighborhood got to pay everything? | never saw a Police tow your car for inspection stickers. Now when you go up to
lacona’s to get your car it costs $300 + to get your car even if it's only been 20 minutes. Somebody getting some money from
that. That needs to be checked out. When we going to get a mixed Board? We might be able to get something done.

Sheila Church says (attachment #6).

Michelle Sanders says | am here on behalf of Nasir Leach. [ just want to try and understand the purpose of getting rid of a
prospect that is so influential in our City. He helped my Son to be somebody. Us a Residents have the right to know what this
prosperous young man could have done to be removed. When | talked to him he is confused as well and | think he deserves an
answer also.

Amin Abdul Salim says | hear some sincere in what you represent. The context and simplicity...religion is sincerely. | hope
that this is the day of reliving. | hope and pray realignment of our Lord. Do not go after money right away (inaudible) our Lord.

Delores Shelton says | have a question...did | understand you say that the Chief of the Fire is still getting paid and the job he
has now is $175,000.00 and he has no report. Shouldn’t he have some type of report making that kind of money?

Bonnie Waites says | remember when Chester was great and what the City looks like now, it did not happen with Mayor Roots.
| want to thank him for his efforts since he’s been here since January. | hope that the City Council will begin to work with him.

Naimah Leach says | want to thank the Council for all the good work they have done here. (Inaudible) who should not have
been fired because of your personal feelings. You did not address this. So I'm going to address this. Your personal feelings.
You do not know how to deal with people. You're disrespectful too as well.



**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS

Councilwoman Gibson says Mr. Williams...| personally reached out to his Mother and then | informed the Mayor, the rest of
Council and Justin of their whereabouts so that we could send them some information and be of service to them (the recent
shooting). We have reached out to all of the families. Ms. Bonnie...we’re not wanting to not work with the Mayor, we want
inclusion and inclusion is not what's taking place. We get information late or third party. Council needs to be included for things
to get done effectively. Nasir | sincerely thank you!

Councilman Green says Mr. Williams...every shooting that has taken place I've been out there on the scene. Mr. Leach...Keep
Being You! | thank you for Everything You Have Done!!

Councilman Davis says the victims...| knew them personally. | went to their home when | got the text message. Nasir you are
going to be great!! | have nothing but love for you. Keep achieving and you will go far in life!

Mayor Roots says Mr. Brown...you were right on point. It was my fault that we didn’t have a moment of silence for the victims.
Mr. Leach...(inaudible) personnel matters here but we did have an executive session with Mayor and Council. For all the
accolades that you bestowed upon him today, they were all honest and sincere and | support them all. That's why | hired him
and created the position but not specifically to do the things that you have recognized him to do out in this Community but to use
those skills and work in the Mayor’s Office. The Ordinance that was tabled today would have in there the adjustment for salary
for even that position. We do wish you a pleasant future. Mr. Crawford, as you know we have been doing street surveys. We
are going to repair the worst streets first. The Public Works Department does not have the equipment to do it ourselves. Ms.
Alethea (the poison ivy), our License and Inspection people are over there. Please talk to them. Parking Authority...many people
have issues with the rules that the new Parking Management Company are following. Just to remind you that the rules that they
are following was instituted back in 2019/2020. We are putting together a parking authority (issues, problems, concerns will go
to them). So these aren’t new. Reverend Kirkland...we are trying to get that Dwight Capital Project going. It's taking longer than
what we expect because they decided to do it in phases. The project is a four phase project and what we are working on is
phase one (getting everything into place for them to build). 1am in total support of building downtown. | don’t see that it has
anything to do with Mr. Shilvosky’s association with another company because that company has not come to Chester to bid on
anything. Thank you Ms. Linn for the information on the Sickle Cell Blood Drive. | want to recognize the Chester Police
Department for (1) they were involved in a huge take down of a very large drug organization that was operating between
Delaware & right here in our City and Delaware County. (2) A personal thank you because | had a Porch Pirate and within four
days the person was brought in for questioning.

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:44am.

Respectfully submitted,

AUGUST 28, 2024 Candice Newsome, City Clerk



