
 
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         AUGUST 14, 2024                        
 
 
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 7:00pm with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Chaplain Rosetta Carter followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  The roll was called and the 
following were present: 

 
Tameka Gibson  

Fred Green 
Portia West  

Shy’Quan Davis 
Mayor Stefan Roots  

 
On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (July 10, 2024 and 

July 24, 2024) were approved.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 
 

Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 
 

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Ordinances.  
 
 
BILL NO. 4 
ORD. ___, 2024 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
FIRST READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, 
PENNSYLVANIA, REPEALING ARTICLE 1545, ENTITLED “FIRE  
CONTROL MEASURES”, IN ITS ENTIRETY, AND ENACTING NEW  
ARTICLE 1545 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF  
CHESTER PENNSYLVANIA, 1978, AS SUPPLEMENTED AND  
AMENDED, ENTITLED “SALE OF DEFECTIVE FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 
PROHIBITED” TO ENSURE THAT ANY FIRE EXTINGUISHER SOLD, 
TRADED, LOANED OR GIVEN AWAY IS IN PROPER WORKING ORDER; 
AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES 
INCONSISTENT THEREWITH. 

   
On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, BILL #4 WAS PASED ON ITS FIRST READING.  The 

following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0. 
 
BILL NO. 5 
ORD. ___, 2024 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
FIRST READING 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, 



PENNSYLVANIA, REPEALING ARTICLE 1551, ENTITLED “LICENSING 
FIRE PROTECTION EQUIPMENT INSTALLERS AND CONTRACTORS”,  
IN ITS ENTIRETY, AND ENACTING NEW ARTICLE 1551 OF THE  
CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER PENNSYLVANIA,  
1978, AS SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED, ENTITLED “FIRE  
PROTECTION EQUIPMENT CONTRACTOR LICENSING REQUIREMENT” 
TO ENSURE ANY CONTRACTOR THAT DESIGNS, INSTALLS, MODIFIES, 
PERFORMS MAINTENANCE ON, INSPECTS, TEST, OR IN ANY OTHER 
WAY SERVICES FIRE PROTECTION EQUIPMENT WITHIN CITY LIMITS 
MEETS A MINIMUM CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENT FOR LICENSING; 
AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES 
INCONSISTENT THEREWITH. 
 

 On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, BILL #5 WAS PASSED ON ITS FIRST READING.  The 
following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0. 

 
 
 

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby approve the Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful Affiliation Agreement with PA CleanWays, d/b/a Keep 
Pennsylvania Beautiful (“KPB”), a Pennsylvania nonprofit corporation, empowering Pennsylvanians to keep our communities 
clean and beautiful by establishing goals and objectives that meet our community’s needs and priorities. 
 
 FURTHER, the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute the necessary documents for and on behalf of the City of 
Chester. 
 
 EVEN FURTHER, said Agreement is contingent upon final review and approval of the City Solicitor. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby implement a Block Captain Program to help create safer neighborhoods throughout the City, by 
establishing a 3-person committee of neighborhood residents to oversee and run the Block Captain Program. 
 
 The two primary goals of the Block Captain Program are to: 
 

1. Help lead regular block/neighborhood clean-up efforts; and 
2. Help with 2-way communication between residents and City Hall 

 
The Block Captain Committee will meet regularly to plan clean-up events; communicate with and coordinate Block  

Captains; track and report on Block Captain Program activities; and complete requirements to maintain Keep Pennsylvania 
Beautiful (“KPB”) affiliate status. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 
 



RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the following individuals have requested a handicapped parking zone: 
 

1. Laura Robinson, 3321 Carter Lane, Chester, PA 19013;  
2. Alethea Davis-Moses, 448 Yarnall Street, Chester, PA  19013; and 
3. Howard O. Crews, 2626 Madison Street, Chester, PA  19013 

 
 WHEREAS, after a thorough investigation by the Department of Public Works, it has been determined the 
aforementioned individuals have met all of the required criteria and have a need for said handicapped parking zone. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the proper City officials to install a handicapped parking zone in the 3300 Block of Carter 
Lane, in the 400 Block of Yarnall Street, and in the 2600 Block of Madison Street, in the City of Chester. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, a request has been made to the City of Chester for the installation of an honorary street sign to 
acknowledge the service and dedication of Bishop Samuel W. Ellis, along a portion of Pusey Street between Third Street and 
Fifth Street ; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Bishop Samuel W. Ellis, Pastor Emeritus of First Pentecostal Holy Church in Chester, Pennsylvania, was 
the second pastor in the church’s 99-year history and served as a faithful and dedicated leader of the congregation for over 38 
years.  During his tenure, he established the First Pentecostal School of Ministry and Precious Seed Christian Day Care Center, 
brought forth Pentecostal Square affordable housing for senior citizens; the Samuel W. Ellis Medical Center, and the First 
Pentecostal Community Center. 
 
 WHEREAS, Bishop Ellis served in several prominent positions in the United Holy Church of America, Inc.  He served 
as District Elder of the Delaware Sub-District, on the Board of  Elders; served as Vice President of the Northern District 
Convocation of the United Holy Church of America, Inc.; and in May 2012, he was elevated to the office of Bishop at the United 
Holy Church General Convocation. 
 

WHEREAS, Bishop Ellis was an active participant with the Delaware Valley Renewal Ministry and Prayer Summit; the 
6A.M. Monday Morning Prayer Group of Chester; is a member of the Ministerial Fellowship of Chester and Vicinity; and formerly 
served with the Crozer-Chester Medical Center Hospice Program. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 

That it does hereby authorize the installation of an honorary street sign, renaming the portion of Pusey Street between 
Third Street and Fifth Street - Bishop Samuel W. Ellis Street, as tribute to his compassion, integrity and for being an inspiration 
within our community. 

 
FURTHER, it does authorize the Department of Public Works to order and install the aforementioned sign. 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 



 That it does hereby appoint Michelle Jackson, as a member of the City of Chester Zoning Hearing Board, to fill the 
unexpired term of Patricia Worrell, term to expire December 31, 2024. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 
 
Councilman Green recognizes Ms. Jackson. 
 
 
Councilman Green says Congratulations to the First Pentecostal Church! 

 
 
 

REPORTS: 
 
Budget and Finance Committee:  
Chair Davis, Roots, West  
The Committee met on August 12, 2024 to discuss the 2024 compensation adjustments, corrections, and modifications of the 
2024 budget; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time. 
 
Community and Economic Development Committee:  
Chair Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Human Resources, Administration, and Appointments Committee:  
Chair Roots, Davis, Gibson-Williams  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Parks and Recreation Committee:  
Chair Green, West, Davis  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Public Safety Committee:  
Chair Roots, Gibson-Williams, Green  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Public Works Committee: 
Chair West, Green, Gibson-Williams 
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Rules, Chambers, Intergovernmental Relations, and Strategy Committee: 
Chair Roots, West, Green  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
 
CONTROLLER’S REPORT: NONE 
 
CHIEF OF STAFF REPORT:  NONE 
 
 

Public Comment 
 
Ernestine Colder (First Pentecostal Holy Church) says we had a great Pastor!  The success of his power came from his 
knees.  He prayed every morning.  How can a man be full of so much power…he stayed in contact with God!  (She recognizes 
his wife) Elder Vernadine Ellis.  He loved us (Church Family).  To God Be The Glory! 
 



Amir Simpson, Prompt & Reliable Electrical Services says we was the City’s third party agency that the City has been using 
for services.  Recently the City has decided to pause our services as far as inspections and plan reviews.  But, there is an 
outstanding balance.  We sent an email to the Chief of Staff and Mayor Roots.   So, we want to get some answers and get this 
resolved. 
 
Jayci Mollichella says (see attachment #1). 
 
Kenny Mack says I was in an accident on 291 on the 19th.  I’ve been trying to get a Police Report ever since.  I was told that the 
report hasn’t been done yet.  What is the procedure?  How long does it take? 
 
Mayor Roots says talk to the Commissioner. It should be a report generated that night/day and you should be able to pick up that 
report at least no later than 48 hours after that incident. 
 
Jamiel Cottman says why is L&I closed down/on hold?  When will it reopen?  We (contractors/landlords) can’t do no work 
because we can’t get a permit. 
 
Derek Jones says I am here because of…its part of L&I and Property Tax.  I need to know why in Chester does that 
organization (he sat a stack of papers in front of the Mayor) get to buy houses up and buy them as shells.  The property is listed 
10 years later as a shell but it is fully rented out.  Why is it that it’s more than 30 cases for that one Landlord alone and two of the 
properties that I visited is occupied and paying $1.89/$1.86 on property taxes?  That man owes thousands.  I understand…you 
file a complaint, you come out and you’ll do what you’ll are supposed to do.  You see obvious violations and you don’t put a tag 
on their door saying…hey you need to shut down this business until you fix this.  Your L&I don’t have experienced contractors to 
go up on a roof and see where a leak is.  I beg one of you’ll to come out to my apartment and see the fire hazard that’s just 
waiting to happen.  The eye sore on both sides of me. 
 
Livia Smith says I have with me Agendas from Eddystone, Aston, Delaware County, Stormwater, Chester Water and also one 
from the City of Chester.  I see that the City of Chester has no financial report.  Who is approving all the expenditures for the 
City?  I got the ARPA Report that you put out earlier this year.  I looked at a Line Item and I understand that Dock Street no 
longer belongs to the City…that you sold it to Delcora.  Is that just street talk or is that factual?   Then if that is the case you had 
on the line item of 2.5 million dollars to fix Dock Street.  If so, are they still there or have they been relocated to another place to 
do whatever they have to do?  (Inaudible) you received 30 million dollars.  I want to know if all that money has been spent to 
date.  Parking Authority…certain areas in the City of Chester have been zoned for Residential Parking and the fee is $25 to park 
in front of your house.  So, if that’s the case we need some explanation on what benefits do we get for parking in front of our own 
house.  If I invite people over for a party and they’re not registered, you’re going to give them a ticket?   What is the procedure for 
invited people to come to your neighborhood?  If you got handicap parking you pay $25 for that.  So now you have to pay for 
handicap and you got to pay to park in front of your house.  So therefore, I need some explanation on that.   When does the 
parking authority meet? 
 
Delores Shelton says there’s a major problem in that office and with the person who won’t even come out and talk to you (L&I).  
I hope you fix that problem.  Will the air conditioning be fixed soon?  I got angry because I have a handicap parking.  I paid my 
$25 and now you are going to charge me another $25 to have the car parked there…even though I paid $25 for my handicap? 
 
Alethea Davis-Moses says thank you for my handicap parking and removing the mattress. 
 
Zully Feican says last week they put a stop work order on my door and I said why.  The next day I came to Chester City Hall 
and the Inspector said I need a license for the plumber and for the modification work in my basement.   I asked why?  The house 
next to me has a lot of piping (inaudible).  I pulled my complaint for four years.  I wait for four years (inaudible) for the house next 
door.  When I bought the house the basement is the same. 
 
Mayor Roots says if you buy a property and we discover that when the property is in your possession that there are issues that 
don’t meet city code that’s on you to repair. 
 
Roneisha Strand-Jackson says I had a 60th Birthday Party on June 22.  The air didn’t work after being told it would be fixed 
when I spoke to someone prior.  I asked how to rectify this to persons who no longer work here.  I was then told by Ms. Tanya I 
would get half of the money.  Half of the payment is not satisfying to me. 
 



Mayor Roots says I’m going to make sure that you get the other half of your money. 
 
Mayor Roots says the ARPA Plan where the City got over 30 million dollars…it has not all been allocated yet.  It all has to be 
allocated by the end of the year.  All projects that have been allocated for must be completed by the end of December 31, 2026.   
I would like to ask Ms. Hall to give a brief overview of the situation that has occurred in License and Inspection.  Why things have 
been put on pause. 
 
Ms. Hall, Director of Community Economic Development says I don’t know where that came from.  It did not come from my 
Office.  So, I don’t know who is saying L & I is on hold because it is not.  We have not put a hold on any permits, issuance of 
permits.  We are proceeding as business as usual.  So, I apologize if that information got out to anyone and I will look to see who 
put that information out. 
 
Siara Slydell says my recycling is not being collected. 
 
 
 

**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office 
 

 
 

 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 

 
Councilman Davis says I’d like to give Mr. Andrew Hayman and Mr. Shawn Draughn and your crew…job well done.  
Councilwoman West and I was out last week and found some areas that needed cleaning and your team did a phenomenal job 
on cleaning those illegal dump site areas for us. It was brought to our attention some concerns (inaudible) for our Boards.  If 
you’re not doing the job that we’re asking you on the Board (not showing up, making excuses, etc.) then unfortunately we’re 
going to have to find somebody who wants to be there and we’re going to replace you because the goal of the City of Chester is 
to improve.  We will be looking at some openings and vacancies for some positions that may/may not be working out here in the 
City of Chester that are causing some problems in the long term. 
 
Councilwoman West says I’d like to thank the Public Works staff for all your hard work that you do.  Thank you for your support 
Mark Alexander who’s over Parks now.  Mayor, I’m asking that we, Mayor and Council, have a meeting with the new L&I 
Director, Ms. Hall. 
 
Councilman Green says I’d like to thank Councilwoman Gibson.  She helped organize the Book Bag give away this past 
weekend.  We had two of the Philadelphia Eagles Players there #’s 17 and #42.  It was a great successful event.  Also see 
(attachment #2) for more information on Book bag give a ways.  
 
Councilwoman Gibson says we did have a wonderful turnout Saturday.  There were over 500 Book Bags given away.  Those 
Philadelphia Players are very interested in coming back in November to do something for our Seniors and the rest of our 
Community.  Thank you J.C. for what you do. 
 
Mayor Roots says thank you for bringing to our attention the book bag give away sponsored by Savvy Home Care and featured 
two of the Philadelphia Eagles and we had some local businesses that helped us out as well.  Block Captains…tonight we voted 
on Block Captain Committees.  These are the folks that will manage the Block Captain program.  Once the Committee is named 
then you will be able to apply to be a Block Captain who will be selected by that Committee.  There are 50 individuals that have 
already identified themselves as wanting to be Block Captains.  In order to apply it is called the Board Appointment Application.  
It can be found on our website at www.chestercity.com/board or at the front desk. 
 
Commissioner Gretsky says I put up on Facebook about home security cameras.  I had close to 500 Residents reach out to 
me.  Thank you for reaching out.  We put out an email (Abndmv@chesterpolice.org) for Abandoned Vehicles.  I have over 100 
responses already.  Also we have possibly 17 Police Applicants moving on to the second round.  (See attachment #3)  
Everything is FREE!! 
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 8:22pm. 

http://www.chestercity.com/board


  
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
AUGUST 14, 2024       Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


