
 
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         JULY 24, 2024                        
 
 
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:02am with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Reverend Keith Dickens followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  The roll was called and the 
following were present: 

 
Fred Green 
Portia West  

Shy’Quan Davis 
Mayor Stefan Roots  

Tameka Gibson (Absent) 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (June 12, 2024 and 
June 26, 2024) were approved.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 
 

Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 

 
PRESENTATIONS: 
 
 Meah El, Education Specialist, The Foundation for Delaware County, Safe Sleep (infant mortality) (see 
attachment #1)  
 
 City Engineer Report by Colliers Engineering and Design, Inc. (see attachment #2) 
 
 Leonard Lightner, Chief of Staff Q2 Report (see attachment #3) 
 
 
Mayor Roots presents Leonard Lightner, Chief of Staff with a Plaque for his Dedicated Service to the City of Chester as 
our Chief of Staff! 
 
Leonard Lightner, Chief of Staff says I appreciate this and keep in touch! 
 
Councilors Green, West and Davis says Congratulations and thank you for service/leadership!  Best of Luck with your 
new journey!! 
 
 
Councilman Green says in his place the Receiver has appointed an Interim Chief of Staff, our Fire Commissioner, John 
Paul Shirley. 
 
Mayor Roots says we’re going to miss you! 
 
 
Old Business: 
 
 Mayor Roots says (see attachment #4). 
  



Councilman Green says we met in an Executive Session twice last week with our Solicitor to go over our new 
Ethics Policy. 

 
 
 

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 
RESOLUTION 

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester Police Department (“Police Department”) is experiencing a critical staff shortage; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the County of Delaware (“County”) desires to assist the Police Department to supplement its staff during 
the summer months; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the County has been awarded grant funds from the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency 
(”PCCD”) in an amount not to exceed $200,000.00 subject to the approval of the PCCD. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby ratify approval of the Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) between the City of Chester Police 
Department and the County of Delaware for the deployment of County law enforcement/emergency services personnel 
beginning July 15, 2024 until September 9, 2024. 
 
 FURTHER, it does authorize the Mayor to sign the MOU for and on behalf of the City of Chester Police Department. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby approve the Electricity Supply Agreement with Constellation NewEnergy, Inc., for the purchase and 
supply of electricity, at the fixed rate contract price of $0.05986 per kilowatt-hour, beginning December 1, 2024, in accordance 
with the terms and conditions set forth in said Agreement. 
 
 FURTHER, the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute the necessary documents for and on behalf of the City of 
Chester. 
 
 FURTHER, said agreement is contingent upon final review and approval of the City Solicitor. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas: Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the following individuals have requested a handicapped parking zone: 
 

1. Toria Williams, 1831 West 6th Street, Chester, PA 19013; and 
2. Victoria E. Lugay,  114 West 7th Street, Chester, PA  19013 

 
 WHEREAS, after a thorough investigation by the Department of Public Works, it has been determined the 
aforementioned individuals have met all of the required criteria and have a need for said handicapped parking zone. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 



 That it does hereby authorize the proper City officials to install a handicapped parking zone in the 1800 Block of West 
6th Street, and in the 100 Block of West 7th Street, in the City of Chester. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 
 
RESOLUTION 
 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the Solicitor’s Office to prepare a Notice of Intent to terminate the lease agreement with 
United Road Services, Inc., for the property located at 1001 W. 2nd Street, Chester, PA  19013. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 
 
RESOLUTION 
 

Be it RESOLVED, that the City of Chester, Delaware County, PA, hereby request a Multimodal Transportation Fund 
Grant of $2,500,000.00 from the Commonwealth Financing Authority to be used for the Overtown Streetscape Improvement 
Project. 
 
 Be it FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Chester does hereby designate Stefan Roots, Mayor and Candice 
Newsome, City Clerk, as the official(s) to execute all documents and agreements between the City of Chester and the 
Commonwealth Financing Authority to facilitate and assist in obtaining the requested grant. 
  

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 
  
RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, City of Chester (“Applicant”) desires to undertake the project, “Sun Village Park Playground” (“Project 
Title”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Applicant desires to receive from the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 
(“Department”) a grant for the purpose of carrying out this project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the application package includes a document entitled “Terms and Conditions of Grant” and 
 

WHEREAS, the Applicant understands that the contents of the document entitled “Terms and Conditions of Grant” 
including appendices referred to therein, will become the terms and condition of a Grant Agreement between the Applicant and 
the Department if the Applicant is awarded a grant; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 

1. The grant application may be electronically signed on behalf of the Applicant by “Stefan Roots” who, at the time of 
signing, has a title of “Mayor” and the email address of sroots@chestercity.com. 

 
2. If this Official signed the Grant Application Electronic Authorization prior to the passage of this Resolution, this 

grant of authority applies retroactively to the date of signing. 
 

3. If the City of Chester is awarded a grant, the Grant Application Electronic Authorization, signed by the above 
Official, will become the City of Chester/Department’s executed signature page for the Grant Agreement, and the 
City of Chester/Department will be bound by the Grant Agreement. 

 

mailto:sroots@chestercity.com


4. Any amendment to the Grant Agreement may be signed on behalf of the Department by the Official who, at the 
time of signing of the amendment, has the “TITLE” specified in paragraph 1 and the Department will be bound by 
the amendment. 

 
On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 

was taken:  Yeas:  Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize the proper City official to submit a grant application to the Environmental Protection 
Agency through the Community Change Grants program for Inflation Reduction Act funds, in an amount not to exceed Twenty 
million dollars ($20,000,000.00), to be used for pollution reduction and greenhouse gas emission reduction infrastructure projects 
across the City, in collaboration with local organizations. 
 
 FURTHER, it does hereby authorize the Mayor to sign for and on behalf of the City of Chester. 
 

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0 
 
 
 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Ordinances for Introduction.  
 
 
BILL NO.  
ORD. ___, 2024 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, 
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING ORDINANCE 
NUMBER 16 OF 2023 PROVIDING FOR NEW ALLOCATIONS FOR 
EXPENDITURES OF VARIOUS CITY DEPARTMENTS FOR SPECIFIC 
SUMS ESTIMATED TO BE REQUIRED FOR THE SPECIFIC PURPOSES 
OF THE MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT, WITHOUT CHANGING THE TOTAL 
AMOUNT OF REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES SET FORTH IN  
ORDINANCE NUMBER 16 OF 2023 FOR USE DURING THE 2024  
CALENDAR YEAR. 

    
On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Mayor Roots, AN ORDINANCE FOR INTRODUCTION WAS PASSED TO 

BE VOTED ON AT THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 
Green. 
 
BILL NO.  
ORD. ___, 2024 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, 
PENNSYLVANIA, REPEALING ARTICLE 1545, ENTITLED “FIRE  
CONTROL MEASURES”, IN ITS ENTIRETY, AND ENACTING NEW  
ARTICLE 1545 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF  
CHESTER PENNSYLVANIA, 1978, AS SUPPLEMENTED AND  
AMENDED, ENTITLED “SALE OF DEFECTIVE FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 



PROHIBITED” TO ENSURE THAT ANY FIRE EXTINGUISHER SOLD, 
TRADED, LOANED OR GIVEN AWAY IS IN PROPER WORKING ORDER; 
AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES 
INCONSISTENT THEREWITH. 
 

   
On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, AN ORDINANCE FOR INTRODUCTION WAS PASSED 

TO BE VOTED ON AT THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Green, West, Davis, Mayor 
Roots.  Nays: 0. 
 
BILL NO.  
ORD. ___, 2024 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, 
PENNSYLVANIA, REPEALING ARTICLE 1551, ENTITLED “LICENSING 
FIRE PROTECTION EQUIPMENT INSTALLERS AND CONTRACTORS”,  
IN ITS ENTIRETY, AND ENACTING NEW ARTICLE 1551 OF THE  
CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CHESTER PENNSYLVANIA,  
1978, AS SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED, ENTITLED “FIRE  
PROTECTION EQUIPMENT CONTRACTOR LICENSING REQUIREMENT” 
TO ENSURE ANY CONTRACTOR THAT DESIGNS, INSTALLS, MODIFIES, 
PERFORMS MAINTENANCE ON, INSPECTS, TEST, OR IN ANY OTHER 
WAY SERVICES FIRE PROTECTION EQUIPMENT WITHIN CITY LIMITS 
MEETS A MINIMUM CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENT FOR LICENSING; 
AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES 
INCONSISTENT THEREWITH. 
 

  
On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, AN ORDINANCE FOR INTRODUCTION WAS PASSED 

TO BE VOTED ON AT THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas:  Green, West, Davis, Mayor 
Roots.  Nays: 0. 

 
 

REPORTS: 
 
Budget and Finance Committee:  
Chair Davis, Roots, West  
The Committee met on July 22, 2024, the Fee Ordinance was tabled in order for us to discuss our Operating Funds, (inaudible); 
there are no future meetings scheduled at this time. 
 
Community and Economic Development Committee:  
Chair Gibson-Williams, Green, Davis  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Human Resources, Administration, and Appointments Committee:  
Chair Roots, Davis, Gibson-Williams  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Parks and Recreation Committee:  
Chair Green, West, Davis  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Public Safety Committee:  
Chair Roots, Gibson-Williams, Green  



The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Public Works Committee: 
Chair West, Green, Gibson-Williams 
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 

Andrew Hayman, Public Works Director says that Councilwoman West and I had met the prior Friday and reviewed 
the status of current projects (construction of a new public  works center with ARPA funds, installing newly acquired street 
signage, purchasing new vehicles and tools and addressing the rampant illegal dumping across the City) in the Department. 
 
Rules, Chambers, Intergovernmental Relations, and Strategy Committee: 
Chair Roots, West, Green  
The Committee has not met since the last Council Meeting; there are no future meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
 
Mayor Roots recognizes Gamil Hall, Director of Community and Economic Development. 
 
 
CONTROLLER’S REPORT: NONE 
 
CHIEF OF STAFF REPORT:  NONE 
 
 
 

 
 

Public Comment 
 
Amin Abdul Salim says this is for the future.  This what we are going through now is going to thin out because God is going to 
thin in out. (Inaudible) come make life simple again.  As former President Trump said “We Are Going to Make America Great 
Again”.  (Inaudible) going to eliminate or eradicate a lot of this strenuous mind wrecking stuff that we are in is going to be simple 
and plain.  I see our former Mayor is here today.  This is the only thing that we can survive (inaudible).  Many have many 
thoughts.  They say we are going to rebuild.  Those who seek to reestablish (inaudible) can you…cannot rebuild what you tore 
down.  We’re going to rebuild better.   
 
Reverend Thaddeus Kirkland says how much of the American Rescue Plan (the ARPA Money) has gone to pay for the 
consultants hired by the Receiver and or the City.  Is any of the Rescue Plan money being used for the salaries of any members 
of the Receiver Team?  Does anyone know the salaries of the Receiver and Mr. Kapoor?  What are the financial benefits that the 
City has received since the Receiver been here?  Not loans…but financial (inaudible) that the City has received for the past four 
years.   There is a group called Dwight Capital…I thought it was going to be on the Agenda today…Dwight Capital has been on 
the Agenda since 2021.  Dwight Capital is going to provides jobs, a tax base, beautify our Downtown Area and the (inaudible).  It 
was supposed to be on the Agenda today but for some strange reason the Receiver chose to take it off the Agenda. 
 
Alethea Davis-Moses says how long does it take to receive handicap parking?  How long does it take for someone to address 
the issue that I’m having about the poison ivy?  Who does Bulk Trash?  I still have some out that hasn’t been picked up.  Do we 
have animal control because there has been pit bulls running loose in my area and I don’t know who to call for help? 
 
 

**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office 
 

 
 
Mayor Roots says Mr. Kirkland for your questions for ARPA would you be alright if we contact you directly with responses.  For 
your Dwight Capital comment that you made, you are correct.  That was an item that you did see on the Agenda for today but 
was taken off at request of the Receiver.  I think we all up here, yourself, had been working with Dwight.  They are looking to 
bring a really nice (inaudible) Downtown Chester multi-unit apartment dwelling.  Over the course of time things have changed.  



The property in which they started in Phase I has some PECO issues.  There is a list of questions that the Receiver wants 
answered. 
 
Councilwoman West says for handicap parking it takes about 30 days.  Mr. Draughn will check on that (her handicap parking).  
Bulk trash…1 piece on your trash day.  You can call the Public Works Department at 610-447-7888 for Bulk trash. 
 
Mayor Roots says no we do not have an Animal Control Officer.  Poison Ivy…Shawn can you talk to her about the poison ivy. 
 
 
 

 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 

 
Councilwoman Green says in terms of the Dwight City Capital Group, I was working on that project when I was on the School 
Board.  I’ve been pushing for this project for a number of years and I really want to see it get done.  It’s going to beautify our 
Downtown.  I’m sad to see that the Receiver, his team, continue to block this.  It is my hope that it’s on the City Council’s Agenda 
very, very soon.  It will bring a number of jobs and a tax base.  One of the things we need in the City is Economic Housing 
Development and a strong tax base. 
 

Mayor Roots left at 11:43am.  Deputy Mayor West conducts the rest of the meeting. 
 
Councilman Davis says (inaudible) $200,000.00 to help with our Police Department.  Thank you Delaware County!  Thank you 
for the Chester Police Department for continuing to protect and serve our Community.  You can contact us here at City Hall if you 
have any questions, concerns, ideas or resources that you might have that we can use to help better our Community. 
 
Deputy Mayor West says thank you to our First Responders in the City and the staff here at City Hall I know you’ll work hard.  I 
see you.  Thank you to the Community for coming out. 
 

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:48am. 
  
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
JULY 24, 2024       Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


