
 
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
         JULY 23, 2025                       
 

MEETING OF THE  
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:04am with Mayor Roots 
presiding.  A prayer was said by Pastor Charles Priest, New Life Temple Church, Upland PA followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. The roll was called and the following were present: 

 
 

Tameka Gibson-Williams  
Fred Green 
Portia West  

Shy’Quan Davis 
Mayor Stefan Roots  

 
 

On motion of Councilor Gibson-Williams, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (July 9, 
2025) was approved.  The following vote was taken:  Yeas: Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.    Nays: 0. 

 
 

Mayor Roots asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.   
 
 
 
OLD/NEW BUSINESS  
 
Councilwoman Gibson-Williams says (events) (See Attachments #1 and #2). 
 
Councilman Green says the Vendor applications are ready for the Peace, Love, & Unity Festival.  They are on-line.  (See 
attachment #3 for more information).  Yesterday, We (Mayor & Council) welcomed home Ny’Leek!! 
 
Councilman Davis says thank you Everyone in the participation of welcoming Ny’Leek home!! 
 
Mayor Roots says there is a Go Fund Me for Ny’Leek.  If you can, I would encourage anyone to contribute, if you can, on a 
monthly basis.  I’d like to recognize the Chester High Female Track Team.  We have some real stars and two of them were First 
Team All Delco…JaNasia Dearry and Damira Allen! 
 
*Ny’Leek is the eight year old that was involved in a hit and run on 9th & Tilghman Street in the City of Chester when 
getting off the bus. 

 
The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolutions. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 
 
 That it does hereby authorize testing to be given by the Civil Service Board to all eligible candidates for the position of 
Patrol Officer in the Chester Police Department. 

 
FURHTER, that it does hereby authorize the proper City official to advertise for testing to establish a civil service list 

for the position. 



 
On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 

was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
   
 WHEREAS, pursuant to an advertisement for bids for the Public Works Facility ARPA Project #27, for which bids were 
received on June 26, 2025 at 11:00 a.m., via the PennBid portal. 
 
Contract   Bidder       Amount of Bid 
General Trades  Davis Construction   Base Bid + Allowance $4,434,999.00 
   751 Arbor Way, Suite 130  Alt. 1, 2, & 9       390,354.00 
   Blue Bell PA  19422  Total   $4,825,353.00 
   (Lowest Responsible Bidder) 
 
Electrical   Hobbs and Company, Inc.  Base Bid + Allowance    $920,000.00 
   1012 Meetinghouse Road  Alt. 1, 2, 6 & 8         61,300.00 
   Boothwyn PA  19061  Total       $981,300.00 
   (Lowest Responsible Bidder) 
 
Mechanical  Vision Mechanical, Inc.  Base Bid + Allowance    $891,138.00 
   135 Juniata Street   Alt. 6           11,588.00 
   West Reading PA  19611  Total       $902,726.00 
   (Lowest Responsible Bidder) 
 
Plumbing and  AKC Mechanical, LLC  Base Bid + Allowance    $553,525.00 
Fire Suppression  50 Stream Whistle Drive  Alt. 1 & 6           (1,250.00) 
   Warminster PA  18974  Total       $552,275.00 
   (Lowest Responsible Bidder) 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 

 
 That it does hereby authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to enter into a contract with the aforementioned bidders, in the 
stated amounts for the Public Works Facility ARPA Project #27. 
 
 FURTHER, that all Unit Prices, all other Alternates not previously mentioned (1A, 2A, 3, 4, 5, 7), and all other bids be 
and they are hereby rejected; all bid bonds accompanying said bids shall be returned to the unsuccessful bidders. 
 
 FURTHER, that the designated official shall prepare contracts and the successful bidders shall furnish the required 
bonds for their respective contracts in accordance with the specifications and to the satisfaction of City Council and contracts are 
contingent upon final review and approval of the City Solicitor. 

 
 On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
   
 WHEREAS, pursuant to 11 Pa. C.S.A Section 12010, entitled School Crossing Guards, the City is required to appoint 
school crossing guards to control and direct traffic at or near schools; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Chester entered into a one (1) year Service Contract with SCM Management, LLC, to provide 
Safety Advocate Management Services for the 2024-2025 academic calendar year; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on January 22, 2025, Chester City Council approved Resolution 21-2025, to amend the Service Contract 
with SCM Management, LLC to increase the number of safety advocates by four (4); to add four (4) additional locations that have 



been identified as necessary; and to increase the hours for safety advocates at specified locations for the remaining 84 school 
days of the 2024-2025 academic calendar year, effective February 1, 2025; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the parties desire to extend the term of the original Service Contract and its amendment to cover the 
2025-2026 academic year. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 

 
 That it does hereby approve extending the current Service Contract and its amendment, with SCM Management, LLC, 
for the 2025-2026 academic year, in an amount not to exceed $471,000.50, with the Chester Upland School District, as required 
by law, to pay 50% of the cost of the aforementioned Contract, which sum shall be paid at the time or times as agreed upon 
between the City and the School District. 
 
 FURTHER, it does hereby authorize the Mayor to execute the extension to the Service Contract for and on behalf of 
the City of Chester. 

 
 On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
  
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE: 

 
 That it does hereby engage the services of EJM Advisory Firm, LLC, to provide ongoing analysis of the Chester Police 
Department Operations & Ad hoc Advisory Services, for a 12-month period, for an annual amount of $12,000.00. 
 
 FURTHER, that it does hereby authorize the proper City official to execute any documents necessary for the 
engagement of services for and on behalf of the City. 

 
 On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
RESOLUTION 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES AND ADOPTING POLICIES TO ADDRESS THE RECEIPT, RETENTION, REQUESTS, 
RESPONSES, AND DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION CONTAINING CONFIDENTIAL SECURITY INFORMATION 
RECEIVED BY THE CITY OF CHESTER FROM A PUBLIC UTILITY. 
 
 On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.  The following vote 
was taken:  Yeas:  Gibson-Williams, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.  Nays: 0.   
 
 
 
REPORTS  
 Block Captain Committee – July 26, 10a-12p clean-up in Holy City 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS  
 

Fire Commissioner Shirley introduction of Emergency Management Specialist, Brigid Payne (see attachment     
#4). 

  
Amanda Johnson, CEDA, 610-447-7793 – Jumpstart Chester (see Attachment #5).  Grace Manor (4th Street to 
9th Street, Booth Street to Ward Street) - I have $10 Walmart Gift Cards for those that live in that area that will 



take the time to do a survey in regards to what they would like in their area due to the new homes that will be 
built in that area (where Pulaski School was new homes are going to be developed).  

 
 

 
Councilwoman Gibson-Williams says I have a question to ask of you (Mayor) and Commissioner Blackwell.  I’ve been 
receiving text messages, inboxes about the recent incident that happened with a Chester Police Officer and one of our 
Community Members.  We were told that there would be an investigation but our Community hasn’t heard anything about what 
has happened to the Officer.  He’s back on the street.  I want to know when will the Public know the information that was found in 
the investigation about the Officer.  Or how that process works when an incident like that occurs. 
 
Mayor Roots says the incident she’s referring to is the arrest that was made on 291 & Kerlin Street.  It was a video taken that 
circulated.  Immediately we put that Officer on Administrative Leave and the investigation was taken to the D.A.’s Office.  The 
D.A.’s Office did their investigation and cleared the Officer and the Officer is back to work. 
 
Katrina Blackwell, Interim Police Commissioner says on June 12, I received an email documentation that Officer Brodzinski 
had been cleared by the Special Investigation Unit, Delaware County.  I am not privy to their procedure of what they did in this 
investigation…how they came to their findings but he was cleared of all wrong doing or any illegal or misconduct.  If you have 
any additional questions you should reach out to the District Attorney’s Office. 
 
 
 

Public Comment 
 
Nasir Jihad says I would like to get an email for Dr. Motley.  I’d like to talk to someone in reference to abandoned vehicles.  I’m 
also trying to get information about the beating/robbery of my Father.  I’ve been trying to get the information from the 
Officers/Detectives…calling and calling and calling.  I’m not getting no responses/no answers. 
 
Mayor Roots says we can get you the email address for Dr. Motley.  With regards to abandoned buildings…610-447-8444 or 
abndmv@chesterpolice.org. 
 
Hodges Cobb, Jr. says in light of the situation with our hospital to no prevail at us we have a crematorium located on 24th Street 
that is releasing particles that could be hazardous or non-hazardous.  I’m just asking if we can keep that on the fore front.  From 
talking to some of our Seniors is there a way that we can find relief for our Seniors of paying taxes that have been lifelong 
residents (80 years and up).  We have a lot of individuals that definitely don’t stop at stop signs.  A tragedy is waiting.  If you own 
a pet please keep a bag in your pocket! 
 
Geo Stockman says on 13th Street, the Parking Authority has now put signs up (Zone 1) to register all vehicles to houses that 
live on that block.  The explanation that I was given was that over flow from parking because of Crozer Medical Center.  Being as 
though Crozer isn’t there anymore why are we still zoned (inaudible)? 
 
Mayor Roots says the Residential Permit Parking Program (in certain areas) is a result of you guys.  People throughout the City 
who are challenged with parking for various reasons.  The Parking Management Company is following the same rule book that 
was developed for the first Parking Authority.  We have a Meeting on August 4, with us and the Parking Authority to look at this 
again.  We will report back what we find. 
 
S.J. Dennis says curb cuts…who’s responsible, initiates, or decides what areas they target.  I’m asking because they started 
curb cuts maybe four years ago in Nova Vista and they didn’t finish Gingko Lane and Shaw Terrace. 
 
Andrew Hayman, Public Works Director says the work is being done by Penn Dot.  I will look into Shaw Terrace and Gingko 
Lane. 
 
Ms. Dennis says an update on Deshong…the RFP. 
 
Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says we have to get an update from the County. 
 



Althea Freeman says I want to give you an update on my Daughter’s case when she was attacked.  We went to Media last 
week…Friday.  I just want to let you’ll know that it is finally over.  I have to accept what took place and what took place is that the 
People that did this to her got away with a slap on the wrist.  They only have to pay her $800.00.  It was a misdemeanor and not 
even an assault.  That was all thanks to the Officers that took the report.  They didn’t even put in everything.  They didn’t include 
her medical records and I have a problem with that.  She was not helped.  The Police did absolutely nothing to help her. 
 
Brown Williams says my Granddaughter was shot five or six years ago down by Peter’s Market.  I have heard nothing.  I told 
the Police where the truck was at.  These Cops look like they don’t want to do nothing.  On Highland Avenue the weeds are 
growing up out the street.  We are paying for two drainage and that doesn’t make sense. 
 
Amin Abdul Salim says we want to put things into perspective and you want to know how to put them into perspective.  Bring 
us back to the straight way.  There is a lot to be said and it’s going to be said.  We want to speak briefly about down the road a 
bit beyond what anyone can see.  One day in the sight of your Lord is worth 50,000 of your years.  So we want to deal with that.  
There is so much and you hear so much.  God is going to shorten this stuff.  God is in charge and a lot of this is going to go.  But 
if you want something to go out and you want something bring it to Chester.   Chester is getting rid of all this mess.  We are 
unique.  Once it comes to Chester it is out of here.  Prayer in School…We want to get things back into order.  We are going to 
come together.  (Inaudible) One God. 
 

 
**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office 

 
 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS 
 
Mayor Roots recognizes Kyle Miller for sitting in for our Solicitor.  This is not the Chester of 50 years ago.  If you guys would 
compare the People who live in the town, the condition, we don’t have the same demographics.  It is going to take some time to 
transform City Government to address the needs, the challenges with an eye for the future of Chester.  I want to thank 
specifically the Seniors who have just hung in here.  Tax relief for Seniors…the only revenue the City receives is tax dollars.  
Unfortunately, the demographics of the City is that it’s mostly the Seniors that own the homes.  So from a monetary that’s not 
going to happen.  But what should happen and what I expect to happen is when this town does transform itself and when 
property values do creep up and with property values comes increased taxes.  So long time homeowner’s like Seniors should be 
protected against tax increases. 

 
 
There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:43am. 

  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
JULY 23, 2025      Candice Newsome, City Clerk 
 


