COUNCIL CHAMBERS
July 10, 2024

MEETING OF THE
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at
10:02 AM with Mayor Stefan Roots presiding. A prayer by Bishop Dickie Robbins, Life in
Christ Cathedral of Faith Church was said followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. The roll was
called and the following were present:

Tameka Gibson
Fred Green
Portia West

Shy’Quan Davis
Stefan Roots

Approval of Minutes - None

Public Comment on Agenda Items Only: There was none
Old Business: None

New Business: Swearing-In of new police officers:

Ashby Shatteen-Brown
Michael Tierney
Brandon Chamberlain

Mayor Roots read a statement and asked for a moment of silence for the loss of Zaheem
Sabree and Sabrie Pierce to gun violence. Attachment #1

AN ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA, OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF
CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA, 1978, AS SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED
TO DELETE IN IIS ENTIRETY AND REPEALING ALL THE FOLLOWING
ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT
THEREWITH:

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES ORDAIN:

SECTION 1. A review of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Chester has
determined that certain ordinances are no longer reasonable and necessary and should be
repealed. Based on that review the following Articles of the Codified Ordinances of the City of
Chester, and the Ordinances that form the basis of the following Articles, are hereby repealed in
their entirety:

Article 1505, entitled “Life Safety Code Adopted”;

Article 1511, entitled “Permit Fees”;

Article 1525, entitled “Open Burning”;

Article 1531, entitled “Explosives and Fireworks”;

Article 1535, entitled “Gas Stations”;

Article 1541, entitled “Building Fire Protection Systems”;
Article 1555, entitled “Smoke Detection System Installation”;

SECTION 2. That all Ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent with the Provisions
of this Ordinance are hereby repealed. If any section, part or clause of this Ordinance is declared
invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, the reminder of this Ordinance
shall remain valid and in full force and effect.



On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.
The following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots. Nays: 0

The swearing-in of police officers was done after the above Ordinance was read,

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the City of Chester (“City”) is organized and existing under the virtue of
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania as a Governmental entity; and

WHEREAS, that TD Bank at any one or more of its offices or branches, be and it hereby
is designed as a Financial Institution of and depository of the fund of the City, which may be
withdrawn on checks, drafts, advices of debit, notes or other orders for the payment of monies
(including electronic orders) bearing the signature of, or as, otherwise authorized by, any one (1)
of the following officers, employees or agents of the City; as follows:

Name Title

Richard Troutman Chief Financial Officer
Joy Taylor City Controller
Elenora F. Golson City Treasurer

FURTHER RESOLVED, the agents, whose names and signatures appear above, are
hereby authorized to open and maintain a deposit account of accounts of the City with TD Bank,
subject to the terms and condition of the Business Deposit Account Agreements, as it may be
amended from time to time.

FURTHER RESOLVED, TD Bank is hereby directed to accept and pay without further
inquiry any item or payment order drawn against any of the City’s accounts with TD Bank
bearing the signature of or otherwise authorized by any such Agents even though drawn or
endorsed to the order of any Agent signing or tendered by such Agent for cashing or in payment
of the individual obligation of such Agent or for deposit to the Agent’s personal account, and TD
Bank shall not be required or be under any obligation to inquire as to the circumstances of the
issue or use of any item signed, or payment order.

FURTHER RESOLVED, that any one of such Agents is authorized to endorse all
checks, drafts, notes, and other items payable to or owned by the City for deposit with TD Bank,
or for collection or discount by TD Bank; and to accept items payable at TD Bank.

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the above-names Agents are authorized and empowered
to execute such other agreements, including, but not limited to, special depository agreements
and arrangements regarding the manner, conditions or purposes for which funds, checks, or items
of the City may be deposited, collected, or withdrawn and to perform such other acts as they
deem reasonably necessary to carry out the provisions of this resolution.

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the authority hereby conferred upon the above-names
Agents shall be and remain in full force and effect until written notice of revocation thereof shall
have been delivered to and received by TD Bank at the location where an account of the City is
maintained and TD Bank has had a reasonable period of time to act upon such notice.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was
adopted. The following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.
Nays: 0

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the City of Chester made Request for Proposals for the City of Chester
Facade Initiative, ARPA Project #37 through Pennbid, with responses due on June 21, 2024; and

WHEREAS, the City has complied with all of the Pennbid use requirements; and

WHEREAS, the sealed proposals have been tabulated with no discrepancies found.



NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES

RESOLVE;

That is does hereby award the City of Chester Facade Initiative, ARPA Project #37, for

the contracts below, to the listed bidders, in the stated amounts, which are to be paid from
American Rescue Plan Act funds under project #37:

Contracts Bidders Amount of Bid
1. Facade 3D Rendering Design Blendz $300.000.00
2. Facade Architecture Think Architecture $100.000.00
3. Facade Improvement Project Hardimon Construction $1,600.000.00

FURTHER, said contracts are contingent upon final review and approval of the City
Solicitor.

Councilwoman West asked, can we or do we require the contractors to utilize union
personal in the city of Chester?

Chief Lightner said, Hardimon Construction has his company; it would have had to be
put into the bid packet for them to use local talent.

Councilwoman West asked, we don’t include that we would like them to use our
union workers from the city of Chester into the bid package?

Chief Lightner said, only if work is being done for the city, this work will be done on
behalf of private owners.

Mayor Roots said, the facade program will make the outside of the buildings on the
Avenue of the States look good and uniformed.

On motion of Councilor West, seconded by Councilor Green the above Resolution was

adopted. The following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots.
Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE;

That it does hereby grant permission and authorize the issuance of a road opening permit

to PECO for the installation of new natural gas services with the line extending 750 feet within
the City of Chester, at the following location:

1. Walnut Street between East 15" Street and East 18™ Street
2. East 17" between Walnut Street and Chestnut Street

FURTHER, said permit is contingent upon PECO’s compliance with all the conditions
outlined by the City engineer and performed in a manner that is satisfactory to City
Council, specifically the following:

1. PECO performs a half mill and overlay on all road openings exceeding 100
feet or three (3) patches within 100 feet.

2. PECO provides appropriate traffic control measures to ensure continual
operation of City Streets.

3. PECO obtains all required Road Opening Permits from the City as well as any
other required permits.



On motion of Councilor, West seconded by Councilor Green, the above
Resolution was adopted. The following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis,
Mayor Roots Nays:0

RESOLUTION

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby appoint Shenika Slowe as a member of the Chester Parking Authority
Board, to fill the expired term of Pamela Haynes, to expire December 31, 2026.

Councilwoman West asked, if Ms. Slowe went through the Human Resources committee?
Mayor Roots said, they did not.
Councilman Green said, all appointments do not have to go before the committee.

On motion of Councilor, West seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was
adopted. The following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots
Nays:0

RESOLUTION

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That is does hereby appoint Erick Lewis III as a member of the Chester Parking
Authority Board, to fill the expired term of Elease Elam, to expire December 31, 2027.

On motion of Councilor, West seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.
The following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots Nays:0

RESOLUTON

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby appoint Dahkeem Williams as a member of the Chester Parking
Authority Board, to fill the expired term of Duane Lee, to expire December 31, 2028.

On motion of Councilor, West seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.
The following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots Nays:0
RESOLUTION

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby appoint Alethea Davis-Moses as a member of the Chester Housing
Authority Board, to fill the unexpired term of Susie Kirkland, to expire December 31, 2026.

On motion of Councilor, West seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted.

The following vote was taken: Yeas: Gibson, Green, West, Davis, Mayor Roots Nays:0



ORDINANCE INTRODUCTION
AN ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA, ENACTING NEW ARTICLE 104, ENTITLED “ETHICS
CODE” TO AMEND THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF
CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA, 1978, AS SUPPLEMENTED AND
AMENDED, TO ESTABLISH ETHICAL STANDARDS OF CONDUCT FOR
ALL SUCH OFFICIALS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY, ITS
AGENCIES AND AUTHORITIES, WHETHER ELECTED OR
APPOINTED, BY SETTING FORTH THOSE ACTS OR ACTIONS WHICH
ARE INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE CITY AND
BY DIRECTING DISCLOSURE BY OFFICIALS AND EMPLOYEES OF
PRIVATE, FINANCIAL OR OTHER INTERESTS IN MATTERS
AFFECTING THE CITY OF CHESTER, REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES
OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT THEREWITH.

On motion of Mayor, Roots This Ordinance was not seconded

Mayor Roots asked Council to explain to the public why this Ordinance was not seconded.
Councilwoman West said, we had a meeting a few weeks ago, and council had the
opportunity to put in some things that they felt should have been included in the ethics
policy. She said, it’s not that they don’t want and ethics policy; there has been things in the
ethics policy has already been violated. She said, there has been nepotism, people in
authority have been brought in, and now employed, there has been nepotism; elected
officials from other areas have employment here; there are people who have participated in
the Mayor’s campaign. She said, there are things we wanted included and they’re not

included. She said, she will not move or vote for the policy as is.

Councilman Green said, he wasn’t comfortable with the current policy as it stands. He
said, he has a number of questions and concerns. Councilman Green said, there are things
that need to be addressed. He said, he’s not comfortable passing the policy as it currently

reads.

Councilwoman Gibson said, she was not in agreement with it. She said, there are items
that were suppose to be listed that everyone agreed upon, that are not in the policy. She

doesn’t feel comfortable with moving it forward.

Councilman Davis said, he would have liked to have seen the language and the comments
made in the meeting utilized in the policy. He said, he strongly believes that the city of

Chester needs an ethics policy. Councilman Davis said, if the comments and language was



not utilized to effectively change the policy then there’s no reason it should be introduced

or passed.

Mayor Roots said, he thought when everyone met; everyone was in agreement to the
changes in the ethics policy. Mayor Roots asked the solicitor to explain what was not

included that was discussed in the last meeting.

Ken Shuster said, he included all the requested changes. He said, if he was remised, he would

have like to have had some written responses so he could have revised it prior to this meeting.

Councilwoman West said to Mayor Roots, there were meeting you had with intended
persons for certain positions. She said, there were promises made. Councilwoman West
said, in the ethics policy it says promises should not be made to any intended persons, for

example, a job/position.

Mayor Roots said, there isn’t going to be a second, he said he was confused as to why this
policy is not moving. He said, whatever council wants to propose for the ethics policy, send

to Solicitor Shuster and another draft will be drafted.

Committee Reports

Councilman Davis said, the Budget and Finance Committee has not met and there are no

future meetings scheduled.

Councilwoman Gibson said, the Community and Economic Development Committee has
not met since the last council meeting and there is no future meeting scheduled at this time.

She said, she is working to have a meeting within the next 2 weeks.

Mayor Roots said, the Human Resources Administration, and Appointments Committee

has not met since the last council meeting and there is no future meeting scheduled.

Councilman Green said, the Parks and Recreation Committee has not met since the last

council meeting and there is no future meeting scheduled.

Mayor Roots said, the Public Safety Committee has not met since last council meeting and
no future meeting is scheduled. He said, there will be a fire and police ordinance related

meetings coming soon.

Councilwoman West said, the Public Works Committee has not met since the last council
meeting and no future meeting is scheduled. Nothing schedule because any information on
fees will have to come pass Chief Lightner. She said, she will get with the new Public

Works Director when he returns from vacation.



Mayor Roots said, Rules, Chambers, Intergovernmental Relations and Strategy Committee
has not met since the last Council meeting. He said, there will be one scheduled soon in

regards to the parking ordinances.

Public Comment

Ralph Williams had a comment about paying fees to the Stormwater Authority. He was

concerned about Storm Water Authority putting liens on properties when their bill is not paid.

Laurease Dale was concerned about a pile of dirt across from her home creating dirt in her home.
She said, there’s a bug infested tree in front of her home. She was also concerned about the

structural and safety of her home.

Ricketta Robinson commended Ms. Rothwell and coworkers with the handling of the trash. She
had a concern about the parking. She was concerned about abandoned cars and trash behind her

home on Morton Avenue.

Elizabeth Williams had a concerned about her insurance reimbursement. She said, money was
taken out of her paycheck for New York Life Insurance. She wanted to know how she can be
refunded for paying $279.00 for her insurance. She said she had to back pay the insurance
company from November 27, 2023 up to April.

Haynes Cromartie had a concern about parking and abandoned cars on his street. He was
concerned about the enforcement of abandoned cars. He wanted to know who should he email

with his concerns.

Mayor Roots said, parking enforcement will begin on August 1, 2024. He asked Mr.

Cromartie to stick around after the meeting.

Lynn Johnson said, she was still waiting for a call from Mr. Lighter in reference to an issue. She
was concerned about residents’ questions and concerns going unanswered. She asked about the
process of how applications are being processed for appointing board members. She was
concerned that the council has sat for seven months and haven’t passed an ethics policy. She

said, would like to see an ethics policy passed.

Julian Burnett, Senior Community Impact Manager for Positive Solar and Energy Efficiency.
He said, his company of a certified B corp. which is here to make sure that everyone has access
to solar efficiency.

He was interested in partnering with the city to educate the public on solar and energy efficiency

as well as present training and employment/careers for residents.



Mayor Roots asked Mr. Burnett to speak with personally to talk about the program.

Mayor Roots Responses to the Public

Ms. Laurease Dale: Mayor Roots said, if the dirt is on private property, it may be zoned to
have the pile of dirt; it is the owner’s responsibility to take care of it. He said, the dirt
should be watered down. Mayor Roots said, if the trees are diseased, we’ll have to look at

what can be done about that.

Laurease Dale said, the foundation of her home is being compromised; the ground has sink holes

which causes water to get into her basement.

Lynne Johnson: Mayor Roots said, there are many questions that are answered and issues
addressed throughout the week. He said, we are looking to put in a system to track
complaints to have one point of contact.

Board application process; Mayor Roots said, he would encourage everyone to look at the
website for opening of board positions; there is an appointment committee. He said, he has
taken the position today to look at the board applications and put them on the agenda for a

vote.

Mayor Roots asked for introductions of new employees

New Employee Paul Fritz, Zoning and Planning Director introduced himself. He said, he resides
in Nether Providence Township. His background is in landscape architecture. He looks forward

to working with everyone.

New Employee: Dr. Kristen Motley, Director of Public Health introduced herself. She said, she
was born and raised in the City of Chester. She said she was honored to have joined the City of

Cheser has the Health Commissioner.

Mayor Council Comments

Councilman Green welcomed Dr. Kristen Motley. He congratulated Ms. Mosely and
Dahkeem Williams who were appointment to the Parking Authority. Councilman Green
thanked them for stepping up and making a difference in the community.

He thanked Sean and Gquan and the entire Public Works Department for helping in the
opening of the pool on the 4™ of July. Councilman Green announced that a new
playground ground was opening at the Access Center, 701 Booth Street at 11am and there
will be OSHA 10 training tomorrow at Spm at Local 413.



Councilwoman West invited everyone out to the Historic Calvary Baptist Church, 1616 W.
2" St. on this Sunday, Julyl4, 2024 at 10:30; Rev. Dr. J. Pius Barber Day. She said, he was
a mentor and teacher to Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King. There will be a street re-naming at
Baker Street; it will be named Dr. J Pius Barber Way. She would like everyone to come

out.

Councilwoman Gibson said, if there are any parents who have children who would like to
go to camp at the Church of the Overcomer, it is $35/per week. She said, they will be
provided breakfast, lunch and learning activities. She said, there are 5 sponsors who are

willing to sponsor the children. Please contact her.

Councilman Davis welcomed new employees. He congratulated everyone for the pool

opening.

Mayor Roots congratulated all the new appointees to the boards. He said, the parking
management company is Premium; they are the management company that is doing the
work. Mayor Roots said, the parking authority is a five- member board that will determine

the rules and fees the management company will follow.

Mayor Roots said, the pool is open. He said, over $300,000.00 was spent over the last couple
years to bring the pool up to standard; a lot of maintenance was done at the pool. Mayor
Roots said, 2 shifts have been implemented for use of the pool this year due to no charge for
pool entry. He said, the shifts are 12:00 — 3:00 then 3:00 — 6:00. Waivers will be signed
upon entering, due to membership cards not being issued.

Mayor Roots read a flyer of upcoming events and activities on it. Attachment #2

Mayor Roots said, he asked the Phila. Union if they would add to the Safe Summer
Program by giving comp tickets to the community to attend the Philadelphia Union’s
Union II team games. Mayor Roots said, the community can get up to S free tickets.
Mayor Roots asked Dahkeem Williams to give the community some information about the

Union II soccer team since he was familiar with them.
Dahkeem Williams said, the Union II is a professional development soccer team that have young
men playing professional soccer at a very young age. He said, the Union II team is the equivalent

to a G-League team.

Councilman Green congratulated Chief Lightner, the HR department and Mark

Alexander for the timely opening of the pool.

This Council Meeting has been recorded.

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at
11:31AM.



Respectfully submitted,

Joan Neal, Acting City Clerk



