COUNCIL CHAMBERS
JULY 9, 2025

MEETING OF THE
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Chester was held on the above date at 10:00am with Councilwoman
Gibson-Williams presiding. A prayer was said by Reverend Robert Tate, Jr., Pastor of New Mount Bethel Baptist Church,
Wilmington DE, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. The roll was called and the following were present:

Fred Green
Shy’Quan Davis
Tameka Gibson-Williams
Portia West (Absent)
Mayor Stefan Roots (Absent)

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the minutes of the previous meeting (June 25, 2025)
was approved. The following vote was taken: Yeas: Green, Davis, Gibson-Williams. Nays: 0.

Councilwoman Gibson-Williams asked if anyone in the audience had any comments on Agenda items only.

OLD/NEW BUSINESS

Councilman Green says (see Attachment #1).

The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Ordinances.

BILL NO. 3
ORD. 3, 2025

AN ORDINANCE
FIRST READING

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHESTER, DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA,
AMENDING PART THIRTEEN - PLANNING AND ZONING, OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES
OF THE CITY OF CHESTER FOR THE PURPOSES OF (i) PERMITTING SMOKE SHOPS

AND TOBACCO STORES IN THE CBD-CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT AND MIC-MEDIUM
INDUSTRIAL/COMMERCIAL DISTRICT BY CONDITIONAL USE; (ii) ESTABLISHING CERTAIN
CONDITIONAL USE CRITERIA FOR SMOKE SHOPS AND TOBACCO STORES; (iii) DEFINING
“DRUG PARAPHERNALIA STORES”, “E-CIGARETTE”, “E-LIQUID”, “ELECTRONIC NICOTINE
DELIVERY SYSTEMS (ENDS)”, “HOOKAH BAR”, “MIXED RETAIL ESTASHBLISHMENTS”,
“SIGNIFICANT TOBACCO RETAILER”, “SMOKE SHOPS AND TOBACCO STORES”, “TOBACCO”,
“TOBACCO PARAPHERNALIA”, “TOBACCO PRODUCTS”, “VAPE PRODUCTS”; (iv)
REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT THEREWITH.

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, Bill No. 3, 2025 was passed on its Last and Final
Reading. The following vote was taken: Yeas: Green, Davis, Gibson-Williams. Nays: 0.



The City Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Resolution.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Reverend Dr. E. Ervin Millsaps was called to pastor Shiloh Baptist Church on November 1, 1990 with the
aim of “Soul Saving through Biblical Education” and showed a very strong commitment to the charge mandated to him; and

WHEREAS, his preaching and teaching led to an increase in the membership of Shiloh, the creation of various church
programs, such as Deacon’s training class, and the Drug and Alcohol Ministry, which has and is still making a lasting impact on
countless lives in the City of Chester and vicinity; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Millsaps vision for a Christian pre-school that emphasized biblical training and academic excellence
also led to an addition to Shiloh’s original sanctuary, and the establishment of the “Shiloh Development Academy (SDA)” in 1998;
and

WHEREAS, Dr. Millsaps has been sought after as a preacher, teacher, lecturer and revivalist throughout the Delaware
Valley area. He was fervent in desire to serve in the local and national religious bodies, which included the National Baptist
Convention USA Inc., the Pennsylvania National Baptist Convention Inc.; New Hope Baptist Association of Pennsylvania and the
West End Ministerial Fellowship of Chester and Vicinity; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Millsaps’ faithfully served as Pastor of Shiloh Baptist Church for twenty-three years, and after much
soul searching, retired as the Pastor in December of 2013, thus earning the distinction of being Shiloh’s longest serving Pastor.

NOW, THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That it does hereby authorize the installation of an honorary street sign, renaming a portion of Central Avenue at West
7t Street to Rev. Dr. E. Ervin Millsaps Way, recognizing his faithful service and leadership in the Community.

FURTHER, it does authorize the Department of Public Works to order and install the aforementioned sign.

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Green, Davis, Gibson-Williams. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Vision Zero is a comprehensive strategy to eliminate all traffic-related deaths and severe injuries while
promoting safe mobility for all; and

WHEREAS, the 24,132 traffic crashes reported in Delaware County between 2018 and 2022 have resulted in 895
serious injuries and 130 lives lost; and

WHEREAS, the health and safety of our residents is the utmost priority of the City of Chester; and

WHEREAS, implementation of a Vision Zero strategy will improve resident health and safety, expand transportation
options, and encourage the economic and environmental resiliency of the City of Chester; and

WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation Strategic Highway Safety Plan has committed to a
Towards Zero Deaths model of highway safety which plans to achieve zero traffic fatalities by 2050; and

WHEREAS, Delaware County Comprehensive Plan Objective TR 2 identifies multiple policies in support of improving
the safety of the county’s transportation network, and encourages municipalities to adopt Vision Zero policies to eliminate
fatalities and serious injuries on roadways, and



WHEREAS, roadway design, transportation safety, and mobility improvements adheres to the “Complete Streets”
considerations identified in the Delaware County Comprehensive Plan, and thereby help improve resident safety, reduce
congestion, provide health and environmental benefit, and make the City of Chester and the County more resilient and
economically competitive; and

WHEREAS, Delaware County is developing a county-wide Vision Zero Action Plan to build a safer transportation
system for everyone and eliminate traffic-related deaths and severe injuries by 2050; and

WHEREAS, over 2,300 residents in Delaware County have expressed support and participated in the Vision Zero
Action Plan through meetings, interviews, comment forms, and walk audits; and

WHEREAS, the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission is developing a long-range safety action program
with the goal of eliminating traffic-relating deaths and severe injuries by 2050; and

WHEREAS, the City of Chester will join other municipalities around the nation in recognizing that crashes that result in
death or severe injury are not inevitable but largely preventable, and stem in part from roadway design that insufficiently
accounts for human error and protects multimodal transportation users; and

WHEREAS, will join Delaware County and municipalities around the nation in committing to the elimination of traffic-
related fatalities and injuries by the year 2050.

NOW, THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:
That it does hereby:

1. Affirm that even one death or serious injury on its roads is too many.
Commit to, in any way deemed appropriate, the elimination of traffic-related fatalities and serious injuries by 2050
via a local Vision Zero initiative.

3. Commit to, in any way deemed appropriate, assisting in concurrent Vision Zero initiatives relevant to the City of
Chester, including the Delaware County Vision Zero Action Plan.

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Green, Davis, Gibson-Williams. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Chester, Delaware County, PA, hereby request a Multimodal Transportation Fund
Grant not to exceed a total of $3,000,000.00 from the Commonwealth Financing Authority to be used for pedestrian and
vehicular safety improvements, and the development of the East Coast Greenway.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Chester does hereby designate Mayor Stefan Roots and Candice
Newsome, City Clerk, as the official(s) to execute all documents and agreements between the City of Chester and the
Commonwealth Financing Authority to facilitate and assist in obtaining the requested grant.

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Green, Davis, Gibson-Williams. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania Department of Community Development has prepared on behalf of the City of Chester
and the Chester Economic Development Authority (“CEDA”) a Keystone Communities Enterprise Zone Designation Program

application; and

WHEREAS, eligible projects can apply to the state for Enterprise Zone Tax Credits within the designation boundary;
and



WHEREAS, CEDA administers economic development programs on behalf of the City of Chester through an approved
Cooperation Agreement; and

WHEREAS, the Enterprise Zone boundaries are documented in Exhibit “A” attached hereto;

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

That CEDA is hereby authorized to file an application with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Department of
Community and Economic Development under the Keystone Communities Enterprise Zone Designation Program (the
“Program”) in accordance with the boundary designated in Exhibit “A”,

FURTHER, the City of Chester is willing to:

1. Participate in the Program;

2. Approves the Five-Year Strategy, which incorporates the City’s Economic Competitiveness Plan 2022-2025; and

3. Authorizes CEDA to represent the City.

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Green, Davis, Gibson-Williams. Nays: 0.

RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania authorized award of a Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program
(RACP) grant in the amount of $500,000.00 on behalf of Silvercare Skilled Nursing, LLC and Silvercare Real Estate, LLC for the

Silvercare Behavioral & Memory Rehabilitation Project (Project); and

WHEREAS, the Chester Economic Development Authority was designated as the Applicant to partner with Silvercare
Skilled Nursing, LLC and Silvercare Real Estate, LLC as Sub-Applicants in connection with the administration of the Project; and

WHEREAS, one of the RACP requirements is the submission of an executed Cooperation Agreement between the
City, as the Host Municipality, and the Sub-Applicants, in which the City Approves the Project, and which obligates the City to
reimburse the Commonwealth for any RACP grant reimbursements that may later be determined to have been ineligible
expenses for the Project; and

WHEREAS, this matter has been reviewed and considered.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHESTER DOES RESOLVE:

1. That the Cooperation Agreement by and between the City of Chester and the Sub-Applicants is hereby approved.

2. That the Mayor and/or his designee is hereby authorized to execute the Agreement and to take such steps as
may be necessary to implement the intent of this Resolution.

On motion of Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Green, the above Resolution was adopted. The following vote
was taken: Yeas: Green, Davis, Gibson-Williams. Nays: 0.

Councilman Green recognizes VJ Kapoor, City of Chester’s newly appointed Receiver.

REPORTS

Jonathan King, Director of the Summer Food Program says 100 kids are registered as of today. For more information (see
attachment #2*). If there are any concerns please call me. My number is on the flyer.



Councilwoman Gibson-Williams says in regards to the sites...Sun Village...is there a solution that we have come up with so that
we can service the Children in that area.

Mark Alexander, Director of Parks, Public Property and Recreation says yes. We are going to try and add that site to the
program.

Councilwoman Gibson-Williams says as soon as...

Mr. Alexander says as soon as possible.

Public Comment

Rosemarie Sewell says 612 W. 6t Street is owned by the Gallo Brothers which is attached to my home. The house caught on
fire in the late 2000’s when the previous Owner’s had it. It could have been saved when the Gallo Brothers brought it. But ever
since it's been a nightmare from different animals nesting in my home and we had to pay to have them removed. After talking to
different Councilmembers and Mayor’s over the two decades to no avail the house eventually started to crumble. The roof
collapsed and the sides came in. Every now and then they get something from the Inspectors and they pretend to come and do
something (ex. cut the grass). Now, it's nothing but a shell and a dumping site. My husband and I have been trying to get it on
the demolition list. (She has pictures). It is a safety concern. My husband and | had to move because we didn't feel safe in
there.

Renee Coleman says | just brought the property at 614 W. 6t Street. The side of the wall is starting crumble (612). My kids are
not safe to play in the walkway area because of the wall bulging out.

Councilwoman Gibson-Williams says you can speak to the Directors (Ms. Nona and Ms. Judy (they were asked to raise their
hands)) about your concerns.

Ms. Sewell says there was a portion of 7t & Central Avenue that was dedicated to Candice’s and | Grandmother in 2024. So I'm
curious...do you get rid of her sign and replace it with Reverend Millsap’s or do you put up another sign for him?

Justin Tibbles, Special Assistant to the Mayor says it will still be there. This one will be on the Central Avenue side. So they'll
both be there.

Joseph Morse, Jr. says (see attachment #3).

Councilwoman Gibson-Williams says | don’t think Council has a problem with sitting down with either of you to discuss the areas
of concern that you have. | spoke Mr. Kapoor earlier and he said he would sit with you guys as well.

Councilman Green says | want to be clear that Council...were not involved in the Bankruptcy process. The Bankruptcy process
is solely on the Receiver and his team. But we will listen as your Public Official(s) to hear your concerns and if it is something
that we can do we will do our best.

Nasir Jihad says just a reminder or a suggestion...that there are different religions and ethnicity in the audience and without
offending no one the Prayer should be opened up with “Let's Pray in the Name of God”.

Livia Smith says there’s a Senate Bill...632. You can look it up. It was introduced April 11, 2025 and they’re amending an Act
of 1953. This Bill will permit struggling Municipalities (that's Chester) in Second Class Counties to dissolve and sells voluntarily
with their Governmental duties taken over by the County. Delaware County is a Second Class County. [f this Bill gets passed
this is what will happen and your services that you get locally will be taken over by the County. | would say to Council to look into
that Bill. You need to talk to your State Rep and State Senator and you need to make sure. | don'’t think it would be beneficial to
the City of Chester. Are the playgrounds going to be open this year? | see your going to have Summer Food for certain parts of
the City and | didn’t see a lot of the Eastside covered. | didn’t see Washington Park on the list.



Mark Alexander, Director of Parks, Public Property and Recreation says we are trying very hard to replace the equipment.
Washington Park was taken off the list by the State and we're still trying to find out why.

Althea Freeman says 1002 Tilghman Street...that house is where my Uncle resides and the next door neighbor’s yard (1004) is
literally now in his yard (1000’s roof is falling which is now making his side fall). | do have pictures to show you. We have no
hospital...there are people who are gravely ill. | don’'t know what's going on, what can be done but | just feel it was a real
disservice. The Police... on 6th & Jeffrey | was making a turn and a car almost hit me. As | turned | then met up with a Police
Officer and | flagged him down. | said excuse me and guess what His response was to me...WHAT! My issue is did we hire the
right people. Why are they really here?

Councilwoman Gibson-Williams says you can speak with Ms. Nona and our Commissioner after the meeting.

Gilda Colder says on June 13 one of my neighbor’s passed (230 Houston Street). | don’t know who owns the house? The mail
is piling up and he has cats. The trash is gated and you're getting the fumes and flies from the garbage. The grass is high.
Trees in the yard. | don’t know who would be responsible to cut the grass because even the sidewalks are getting cluttered. Itis
coming over to my property. | don’t know if the City will cut that and find out who the Owner is to correct that.

Rosemarie Sewell says Councilman Davis, I'm curious as to when you might do the Hometown Heroes Banner’s again.

Councilman Davis says we are still taking applications and you can use the one that's available. But we have to have at least 10
applications to put in a full order.

Ed Nelson says are we fining these people when we have to cut these lots or are we just eating this cost.

Councilman Green says | believe we send the Owner’s a bill and sometimes if we have to put a lien on the property. So if they
sale it or so the City will get the cost up off the top.

Tom Moore, Chief of Staff says you can site the Property Owner’s for high grass and weeds. But, there’s a legal process that
can take a period of time. So sometimes the best resolution is actually just cut the grass and then worry about whether if we can
recoup those costs legally down the road.

**Public Comment addresses are in the City Clerk’s Office

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS

NONE

VJ Kapoor, Receiver talks about the MFRAC Meetings. He responds to Livia Smith’s comments about the Senate Bill 632. He
also touched base on Joseph Morse’s comments and he is willing to sit down with them to discuss their questions, comments
and concerns. There was also conversation about the sale of the Chester Water Authority.

There being no other business to come before Council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:33am.

Respectfully submitted,

JULY 9, 2025 Candice Newsome, City Clerk



